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tanley Kazan

art two*

TIhe attıLude owards the ews SyriaCc Literature

ntroduction
'T’he of the Syriac-speakıng Church Fathers ave eCH discussed
several studies of Christian polemi1c lıterature Krauss! the

SLrONg of Ephraem yrus towards the Jews hıs study the
Church Fathers Jüster* SUFVCYS Chrıistian polemics agalnst the Jews
OoOWnNn the fifth CENTLULY but he only the of Aphraates
an Ephraem yrus Moore* SULFVCYS thiıs lıterature oWn the
modern per10d but he refers Aphraates only DAasSslııs Parkes°®
enumerates INOTC WwTr1ters than the aforementioned scholars, but hıs mater1a]

NOT always rel1able ill1ıams® devotes enNLIre ectL10n the
polemi1c works of the Eastern Church He UumMmMeTN12C65S5 the homilıes of
Aphraates and the of Dionysıius bar Salıbh1 spe. of the
of 44 Pseudo-Ephraem, and calls attention Jacob of arug an SOINC

fifth and sixth CENTLULCY authors of whose works only the tıtles ave SUTL-

vived However, the PUrDOSC of 1l1l1ams study NOT purely academiıc
It also has ITSs avowed intentLion present documents hıch 11l NOT

only recall the mınds ÖF the readers theır duty the Jewısh natı10N,
but also supply arguments be of aSS1ISTaANCE theıir presentation of the
faıth 5 Nevertheless, thıs SUFVCY 15 welcome addıtion field which
ttle work has een one

he rel1g10us CONTrOVersies between Chrıistians and Jews the Sassanıan
Empiıre ArC treated Dy Richter,° but Gavın? offers IMOFe COIIN-

prehensıve and detaıled StUdy GOösst10ve“ interesi1Ng

€ 3 45 (1961) A() — 523
The FeEWwS the Worßks of the Church Fathers Jewiısh Quaterly Reviıew (1894)

88 —99
Les Iu1Lfs dans l’empire YTOMALN (Parıs 472 76
1bıd 59 61
Chrıstian rıters Fudaısm HarylhRv (I921) 199
T’he Conflıct of the Church and the Synagogzue London 776 {0

6 Adwversus Fudaeos Bırd s-Eve V1e7W) of Chrıstian Abpologıae untıl the Renaı1ıs-
AN (Cambrıdge 072 113

Ibıd
ber dıe alteste Auseinandersetzung der syrıschen Christen mML denen nt W

25 1936), 101=—
‘ Äphraates and the FeEwS Contributions Oriental Hıstory an Phiılology

( Loronto
Three Homulıes agaınst the FEWS by AaCOo| of Sarug (Unpu  shed Doctoral

dıssertatiıon, London Unıiversıty, For LLLOTIC detajled descr1iption of thıs
work SC 4A7 (1965)
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comparatıve analysıs of three of Jacob of Sarug’s homilies agalnst
the Jews anı the polemic writings of Aphraates, Ephraem yrus, and
INanı of the rTree an Latın Church Fathers.

In hıs monumental 1StOry of Syrlac lıterature, Baumstark!! makes
mention of the polemi1c lıterature agalnst the Jews that has COINC OoOWNnNn

us the Syriac language work Dy John Chrysostom 47—407)1*
anı another Dy hıloxenus of abug 805 —519)*® ATC both VCLY short

'IThe homilıes of Aphraates (ca 345) ave een published [WO
edıitions Dy Wm. Wright!* and Dy Parısot.)!5 ° "The Sermon agalnst
the Jews Delivered Palm unday’”’,  227 Dy Ephraem yrus (d 373), has
een published by ODarre an Assemanı.!® ‘° Homily 1 wo
agalnst the Jews,” ascrıbed Isaac of Antıioch (d 459) 15 presented 1n
part OC of thıs study wıth translation an Jacob of Sarug (d D201)

homıilıes agalnst the Jews hıch ave een preserved.
Cosgrove” has edited an translated es ONC, tAree, and four.

'IThe of all homilıes aAIc summarızed 1n thıs Study. } Serg1ius
Stylıtes’ (d 547)®° polemic against the Jews 15 rather en work.
Its of preservatıon 1s POOT, anı it has NOT received the attention it
ould SCCII deserve. 'IThe treatise of Diıonysius bar Salıbhı (d
has een publıshed Dy De Zwaan.°1! Jhe Englısh translatıon promised
Dy De Zwaan in the preface hıs edıtion has NOT yeL appeared.

comprehensive SUFVCY of the polemic lıterature of the Syrlac-speakıng
Church Fathers requires thoroug, readıng of the published edıitions
and known unpublıshed works of each writer. Unfortunately, Man y of these
works ATC NOT avaılable thıs COUNLFY, but BVn they WEIC, the arge
aMmM0OUNT of materı1al PCITUSC ould make such undertakıng lıfetime
task Therefore, MUST rely heavıly upON the descr1iptions contained 1n
the catalogues of Syr1ac manuscr1pts of the larger collections throughout
the world, and uDOoN Baumstark’s invaluable study ese catalogues
usually contaın only the tiıtles of author’s writing an rTIe descr1iption

11 Geschichte der syrıschen TAateratur Bonn
Baumstark,; bıd 30, 13 British Museum ad 14,623, fol 19a— 19b

Wm rıght, GCatalogue of the S YrLaC Manuscrı1pts ın the Brıtıish Museum. ..
London /81, 763

i& Baumstark, bıd 142, . 17 British Museum ad 14, 7206, fol 10a—11b,
T1g At; ıbıd., 815, 8R

14 The Homaulıes of Aphraates, the DPersian SALE. .. London
15 Aphraates Sapıentis Persae Demonstrati:ones Patrologia Syrıaca an: OM

1—489, Parıs 1894 anı 1907
Sanctı Patrıs Nostrı Ephraem Syr4, 0OMN1A (Rome 9—24

Cr Baumstark, Cit 152;
Op CIt

4A7 (1963)
Baumstark, Cit 180, Il. British Museum adı 17,199, fol 1—79a,

Wright, Gatalogue ... S 413
T’he [T reatıse of Dionysıus bar Salıbh: agaınst the Fews Lieıden



Isaac of Antioch’s Homaily agalnst the Jews

of 1ts Baumstark’s 1StOrYy 15 ECVCN INOTIC CONCIse. these
works suffer from the limitations inherent 1n anı y study of Syr1ac polemic
lıterature. It 15 difficult summarıze these polemics. I he Syrliac wrıters
tend be discursiıve, repetitions, and poorly organızed 1n theır presentation.
Working 1n thıs field ATC constantly perplexed by the problem of hOow

present the of work Jogıically wıthout o1ng violence the
author’s intention, for, of necessIity, anı y such IMUSLT elımınate
much digressiıve mater1al 1t 1s be understood Dy the ordınary reader.
CL these digress1ons maYy be of value study the attıtude towards
the Jews 1in Syrlac lıterature. Bearıng in mınd the arge number of Syrl1ac
writings that ave NOT een thoroughly investigated, and the lımıtatiıon of
catalogues anı secondary works because of the of the subject matter,

ATCc painfully that 1n anı y attempt investigate Jewish-Christian
relatıons from the Syr1ac SOUTCCS, much mater1al has eCnN overlooked.

In attempting establısh the i1StOr1C Circumstances that InaYy ave
Occasıoned the composition of work from wrıitings other than those of
the author, ATC usually faced wıth problem the other EXTIreME, the
paucıty of SOUTCE mater1al hıch TUurn. SOources concerned wıth early
Eastern Christianıty ATC frequently legendary 1n character, anı MUST

exercIıse exireme caution 1n separatiıng the us. of legend from the kernels
of truth Aphraates, Ephraem Syrus, and Jacob of arug lıved and
in Northern Mesopotamıla urıng the Talmudıc per10d when large Jewısh
communities WEeTIC flourıshıng 1n Southern Mesopotamlıa. ere MUSLT ave
eecn CONtaCtTt between Christians and Jews. We aATrc reasonably assured
of 1T 1n the Sassanıan per10d. Nevertheless, Jewiısh OUTCCS maintalin theır
CUSLOMALY s1ılence the nature and EeXYtTENL of Jewish-Christian relatiıons,
anı Syriac-Christi1an SOUHFGCES do NOT offer much informatıon either.

Antioch, where Isaac ofAntıioch lıved, Was arge aN! important Christian
an Jewiısh CEHLET, an there ATC frequent references 1t 1n Christian an
Jewısh SOUTCCS. In addıtıon, the mater1al has een worked vVer 1in number
of studies. When reach the twelfth CENLUCY, the aSC of Dionysıus bar
Salıbhi, ONCC agaın ATC confronted wıth the famılıar problem of the
SCAarCIty of mater1als. Once MOIec AT reduced the necessity of plecing
together 1TSs of evidence wıth the hope that ave NOT one violence

the historical realıties of the per10d under consıderation.

Chapter
Aphraates

'CThe subject of phraates (ca 345) and the Jews has een admırably
treated Dy Frank Gavın.! Hıs work contaıns detaıled description of
the historical setting of the “Gontroversial homilies”” dealıng wıth the Jews
and excellent analysıs of the infiuence of Jewısh thought upOoNn the

See Introduction, E For excellent bibliography SCC 1— X
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wrıitings of Aphraates. 'T hıs brief SUMMAALY relıes heavıly upoNn the COIMN-

clusions reached by Gavın.

'Ihe Jews 1n the Homiıilies of Aphraates
the twenty-three homilıes wrıtten Dy Aphraates, the ‘‘ Pers1an Sager

four contain crit1ique of detaıls of Jewısh relıg10us observance, Homauly XL,
‘£On Circumcision,” Oomiıly XIL, ‘On the Paschal Lamb,’”’ Homauily XIHL,
€‘On the Sabbath,” anı omıily “OII the Distinction of Foods.” Three
deal wıth Jewiısh objections basıc Chrıistian doctrine, Homaily XVI,
“On the at10ns that aVe succeeded the Natıon,” Homauly XVII, ‘On the
essiah that he 1S the Son of and omıiıly “On Virginity
and Chastıty.” One deals wiıth the Jewısh claım concern1ing the redemption
an restoratıon of Zion, Homuily XIX, 4 hat they AdTrC destined be gathered
29  ın, anı 0)81> eals wıth Jewısh ‚$ Homauily XXIL, “On Persecution,”
Gavın? also includes Homuily “(Jn the Cluster,” thıs
although it 15 primarıly theodicy designed hearten the Christians 1n
time of persecution. All these homilıes, accordıng the test1monYy of the
author himself, IMNay be dated 343/5.3

For each homily, phraates makes clear the CIrcumstance which Occasıoned
1ts composıition. At the conclusıon Homiuily he explaıns the rTeE4SONMN

for havıng wrıtten Homiuilies XT XILL,
ave wrıtten yOUu these T1Ee thoughts, riıend, because the natıon of the

Jews wh' declare food unclean an keep 1t AaWäaVY, ATC proud and 02aS an brag
Wıth these three, then, do they boast, wıth CIrCUumcCI1sS10N, an wıth Sabbath ob-
5 an wıth the distinction of foods. *

Concerning Homaily XL, ‘On the Sabbath,” Aphraates makes the follow-
ıng addıtional observatıion:

ave written thıs explanatıion because of the conflict which 1n OUT day
(heryana dagdas byawmatan). ®

Concerning Homily XIL, “OII the Paschal Kamb; ® he wriıtes:
ave wriıtten yOou these few words of instruction justificatıon agalinst the

Jews because they set the time of the estival of the paschal lamb 1ın violatiıon of
the commandment, the IMAannNner 1n which they AdIC commanded.”

Op Cit 8/9
Wm Wright, T’he Homulıes of Aphraates, the ersian Sage, edıted from Syrıac

Manuscrıipts of the Afth and sıxth centurıes, ın the Brıtısh Museum, ath Englısh
Translatıon, vol I; 'Lhe Syrlac lexts London 440 :19—441 : 2; 07:10—14
All references ATC thıs edition. follow Gavın bıd IS 4, iın interpreting
these C5S.

A T1ChHt 219 11—14
Wright 440:5/6 On the nature of the conflict SCC inira 03

d Aphiraates LLLOTC fully descr1ibes the CONTENT of thıs Oomıily 1ın hıs SUIMMAL Y
AL the conclusıon of Homuily XS Wright 440 :3/4, ““On the Paschal Lamb and
the Fourteenth Day

Wright DD 16—20
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Concerning Homuily XVIL,; (n the at1ons that ave succeeded the
Natıon,” he wrIıites:

have wriıitten thıs cshort thought concerning the natıons because the Jews boast
228an Sa y “We aATrec the natıon of G0d an the SOIMS of Abraham

Concerning Homaily ANUIL: “On the essiah that he 1s the Son of God,”
he wrıites

aVe wrıitten thıs short explanatıon, frıend, that yYOu 11l be able Just1ify
yourself agalınst the Jews, because they SaVy that G0od has SOIl, hıle call hım
god an the TStT born of all creatures.?

Concerning omıily “On Virginity an astıty  29 he writes:
Wıth thıs thıng which aVEe wriıtten YOU, Just1fy yourself agalınst the Jews, who,

1in theır lıcentio0usness, do NOT recognize the trength of VIrg1InNıty and CHastity. **
Concerning Homuily A1lX, *1 . hat they ATrC destined be gathered 27  1n

he wrıites:
'T’herefore, ave wrıtten thıs short explanatıon that yYOUu wıll be able Just1ify

yourself when situatiıon requiıres yYOU make reply, an that you ll strengthen
the faıth of 0)91= who lıstenme..
hat thıs homily 1s directed agalnst the Jews 1s clear from the title c Letter
agalnst the Jews.”

Concerning Homuly XXIL, °°C In Persecution, ” he writes:
heard which urt deeply..... Vn LILLOTC does darkness hbefall

when also the Jews an behave insolently toward the children of OUT

natıon
ach of these homıilıes directed agalınst the Jews 15 wriıtten wıth the

CXPDICSS PUrDOSC of serving jJustificat1ion defence (mappaqg bruha
“apology’,) agalınst um advanced by Jews. ese works ATrTC clearly

apologet1ic 1n character intended strengthen the alt. an bolster the
morale of Aphraates’ beleaguered co-religion1ısts 1n time of danger.!®

Judaeo-Christian Origıns in Kdessa
Burkitt!* has suggested that Christianıty 1n Edessa started

Jews when iıt Was TrSst preached there Dy Addaı, Jew from Palestine,
the of the second CENTUTYV. 'CThe peri0d of the Bar Kochba rebellion,

135 ö Burkıtt, be the MOST e1IY ate because ‘““*hose
who disapproved of the polıcy of polıtical revolt and the theology of gıba
might LINOTC lıkely then, than later per10d, aCCCDL the solution offered
Dy Christianıty.’ y}

Wriıght 2321 'Thıs iıdea 15 expressed agaın 1n 31°14/5
Wright 2344 ST
rıght 356 :4/6
Wright 2[4 17/9
Wright 394 : 1,4/5

13 (5aV1B; CIt 21
Early Fastern Christianıty London 34, a1so Leclercag; »E desse«

A
I1bıd 76
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Duvalıse has shown that the Doctrine of Addaı lacks real hıstorical
value because 1t Was written the sixth CENTLUCY later Although the work
DOSSCSSCS legendary flavor, Labourt!” feels that Addaı Was historical
personalıty. arnackıs that Christianıty 1in Edessa egan wıth
'Tatıan and Bardaisan 154 ) Esward Duncan!?® pomts OUTt the dıffi-
culty of establıshıng the or1gın of Christianıty 1ın the Pers1ian Empire because
of the legendary nature of much of the orjental SOUTCEC materı1al, but he
ignores the evidence of the Peshıitta.

'Thıs evidence strongly that the early Christian CommunıIty of
Edessa WäS, 1n fact, composed of converted Jews. 'Ihe Syrlac version of
the Old 1 estament hıch they sed WAas the Peshıitta, vernacular rendıition
of the Hebrew scrıptures. Although the questlon of authorshıp 1S StT1.
unsettled, the work chows VCLY SIrONg Jewish infÄiuence. In several studıies,

Baumstark has reiterated hıs CONVIicCctioN that °°the Peshitta the
Pentateuch stemmed from VeELYy old Palestinian Targum hıch had een
adapted Eastern Aramaıc, poss1bly 1in 1abene, 1n the time of the CON-

version of the royal household Judaıism.””?9 Eissfeldt21
that the Peshiıtta Was prepared 1n the beginning mıddle of the second
CENTUFY SOoON after the founding of the Church of Edessa.

Aphraates in Relatıon Jewısh Methodology and Thought
The striking simılarıties between the homuilıes of Aphraates an Jewısh

thought ave ern carefully examıned by Gavın.?? They end addıtional
weıght the um favorıng Jewiısh Oor1gin for Northern esOPO-
tamıan Christlianıty. 'CThe method of argumentation of Aphraates 1s Jewiısh.

16 1A4 Iıtterature SYF1Aque Ancıennes lıtteratures chretiennes (Parıs 118
CT Duval; Hıstoire polıtıque, relıgieuse et Iıtteraıre d’Edesse JUSQU d la Dpremıere
cro1ısade ournal Asıatique 111 18 (1891) 4—55, the legend of gar,
and 11zeronNt,; Les orıgınes de l’eglıse d’Edesse 21 la eEgende d’Abgar (Parıs

17 Le chrıstianısme dans embpire DEeErSE, la sassanıde, 224—6392 (Parıis 15
'L’hıs also 1s the VIEW of Burkıtt, bıd 24

T’he Mıssıon and Expansıon of Christianıty In the Farst Three Genturıes, edıted
an translated DYy James Moffat (New ork 44

19 Baptısm ın the Demonstrations of Aphraates, the ersian Sage 'Ihe Catholic
Universıty of America, Studies 1n Christian Antıquity, edıted DYy Quastens

(Washington, 16—21
s.-Fonathan Deuteronomıum 34,6 und dıe Pentateuchzıtate Tanalts

ZatW 59 (1929) 101 Vall der Ploegg, Recente PeSitta-Studıes Jaarbericht
Va  - het voorazlatısch-egyptisch Genootschap Ex Oriente Lux 1() (1948) /9,
lists all the Baumstark artıcles ell those of Peters he SUFrVCYS LW
decades 7—4 of Peshitta study supplementing Haefeli, Dıie Peschıitta des
Alten T’'estaments, mıt Rücksıcht auf ıhre textkrıtische Bearbeıtung und Heraus-
gabe Alttestamentliche Abhandlungen (Münster ave NOT SCCI1

Goshen-Gottsteıin, Prolegomena Crıitical FEdıtıon of the Peshıitta Scripta
Hıerosolymıiıtana (1957)

2l Eınleitung ın das Ite T estament (Iübingen 852
A Op C1It 29 —72
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Hıs gu arec supported only Dy Bıbliıcal interpreted accordıng
Talmudic princıples of hermeneutics. Hıs es consist of almost

endless string of Biblical quotations frequently introduced Dy the word
ktib, “1t 15 written,  29 the INalNer of the rabbis who produced the Talmud
Hıs CONCEPL of creat1on, Man, the soul the fall, eag an the CUISC, 4S

well hıs of S1N and eschatology rely heavıly rabbinic
tradıtion.

For Aphraates, Chrıistianıty o€es NOT stand independent nıt
from Judaısm. It 15 the en of those protoLypCes hıch find theır
inıtıal expression in Jewish relıgion. Hıs whole CONCEPL of Christianıty
OWS from the matrıx of the Jewısh tradıtion, an the t1es between the LWO
aATc verYy in hıs homilıes Christian teachıings, practices, an
ogmas ave theıir LYP' 1n the Old 1 estament. Aphraates CONTrAaSTts the
mMYSterYy (razä) of the Old TLestament wıth the fulfilment (Sraräa) 1n the
New 1 estament. °’Thus Circumcıisıon, the LYPC, SaVC WaYy 1ts fulfilment
Baptısm ; the Passover, the Eucharıst; the kneset yısra’el, the Church;
the Law, the Gospel. Christianıty Wdas essentlally the flowering of the
plan of Judaısm. He could NOT CONCE1IVE of the New 1 estament wıthout
the Old, the Gospel,; wıthout the Law; Fulfilment wıthout Prophecy. ”

'Ihe distinctively Christian element the theology of phraates
1S hıs doctrine of the sSacraments, and EVCN thıs 1s predominantly thıcal
in character.

Sapur 11 and the Christians
In 330, Constantıne embraced Christianıity. 'Ihe following thıs

cConversion Sa  < change in the and treatment of the Christian
cCommunıity wıthın the Persian Empire. FEusebius?® makes mention of
letter hıch Constantine praises apur 11 for hıs benevolence towards
the Christians. 'Ihe s1tuat1on, however, changed rapıdly when apur I1
telt himself SLIrONSg enough attempt recConNquest of the territorlies hıch
Narse had surrendered Rome under the of the LreaLYy of 208

Profiting from the indec1isi1on hıch followed the demise of Constantıne
3314 apur I1 proceeded attack Nısıbıis?” which defended iıtself for

Sixty-three days.?28 Learnıng of the immiınent arrıval of Constantıius, Con-

Ißid. 7—58
—  — Gavın 2

Ibid
6  . ıte: DYy Labourt 43, an A for additional references, also‘Gavin 6,

an E
D On the signıficance 8 Nısıbıs ommercı1al an milıtary CENTET, SCcC

egal, Mesopotamıan Communitıies from Fulhan the Rıse of Islam Proceedings
of the British Academy 41 1955), passım, an Reinaud, Relatıons polıitıques
el commercıales de l’empire Yomaın IEC P’PAsıe orıentale (Parıs 268

On the legends of the MIracCulous delıverance of the CIty DYy Jacob of Nisıbıs,
SC6 Peeters; La legende de saınt Facques de Nısıbe AnBoll 28 (1920) 285—277%



Kazan

stantıne’s SUCCECSSOTI, and hıs leg10ns, apur ; wıthdrew behind hıs borders.
hıs Was the beginniıng of WAarTr hıch Was continue through the reigns
of Constantıus an Julıan

10 maıintaın thıs costly Wäal, apur 11 resorted heavier taxatıon an
conscr1ıption. 'Ihe efusal of the Christilans CO-operate wıth the Wr

effort marked the beginnıng of relig10us persecution IC continued
ntıl the eg of apur 11 1n 2379 ccordıng the ‘ Passıon of St Simeon
bar Sabba’e,” apur 11 W äds wıth the Christians who ‘ lıve 1n OUT

terrıtory, and chare the sentiments of Gaesar; OUrTr EHeCMY. *9
° Persecution Was usually sporadıc, anı localızed in TLOWN an center of

gSOVErNMENT relıig10us Cenfter. Christian WAds accused and denounced,
then arrested, “questioned,’ and uDON allure reCantT, executed.’’30

phraates recogn1ızed that the of Rome Was the of Jesus.
Homauly V, “On Wars, contaıns INalıy references the Wr between Pers1a
and Rome. (Gsavın?3) has succinctly summarized the of thıs homily
hıch clearly sShows that Aphraates’ sympathıes lay wıth Rome and his
co-religi0n1sts.

Sapur 11 and the Jews
VWhıle the Christians suffered SEVETITE persecution under apur 1L, the

posıtion of the Jews had remaıned relatıvely quiet and undisturbed S1INCE
the t1ime of Samuel,; Amora of the thırd CENTLUFrY. Samuel enjoyed frıendly
relatiıons wıth apur I32 Hıs princıple that the law of the land W3as SUDICHMEC
1n C1vil matters®® had much do wıth the favorable {TeALMENtT accorded
hım As result of thıs princıiple, Pers1ıa an monotheistic Israel
achieved modus vivendı. 'Ihe Jews could remaın althful theır G0od
anı loyal the throne the SaUaIne t1ıme

Jewısh scholarshıp Aourished durıng the reign of apur il Under the
Triıllıant Jeadershıp of Raba, Mahoza became the leadıng academy 1n Baby-
lonıa, supplantıng umbeditha 1n importance. When Zeıira rendered

decıisiıon Mahoza which Was unfavorable proselytes, he Wdas pelted
wıth CItrons Dy the INasses I hereupon, aba commented: ‘Who would
expound such law 1n place where ATC numerous.’’34

Bamberger®)° conjectures the basıs of thıs PaASsSapc that ‘Mahoza
MUST ave een the Gcentier of extens1ive proselyting.”

LA DBOUFft; CIt 46
Gavın, C1It

3 1 I1bıd A See also Bert, Aphrahat’s, des persischen Weısen, Homilı:en
(Leipzig 69, a

32 HOrOovViILZ: Mar Samuel UN: Schabur Monatsschrift für Geschichte
und Wiıssenschaft des Judentums 0 (1936) 5— 21

Baba Bathra 55a dina dmalkuta dına
34 ushın 73 Ad.
30 Proselytısm ıNn the AaAlmud1ıc Perıod (Cincinnatı AB :



Isaac of Antioch’s Homily agalnst the Jews

Ephra Hormiz3®, ueen other of apur I: Was openly partıal the
Jews. Her ifts oseph?” an Raba38ß ATIc mentioned in the Talmud
When 11141l whom aba had found oullty of violatıng Jewısh law died
durıng the fogging administered punıshment, only the intercess1on of
phra Hormiz would still the wrath of the Kıng?®? 1ving under generally
favorable political conditions wıth powerful ally 1n the COUTT, the position
of the Jews Was far better than that of the Christlans.

It 15 clear why it Wds> NECCCSSaL Y for phraates proviıde hıs co-relig10n1sts
wıth sultable defense agalınst Jewısh proselytisıng efforts. Gavın4*9
succinctly ummarızes the evidence.

'Ihe Jewiısh argument Was COgeNLT. Christian an Jew had the Samnec ON God
Christian and Jew recognized the SaIillc Old 'Lestament an sed the SaInllc TEeXT.

an ‚OINC of the members of the church of Aphraates had been Jews, reiurn

theır orıgınal faıth WOU. NOT be cult, especlally under the conditions of the
time when Jews WEeTIC comparatively free from the SOTIT of persecution which the
Christians WEeIC exposed.. ersian Christians telt the force of the demands of
oyalty the ersian CIMMPCIOL, SINCE all WeTITC of the SaIillc 00 urthermore,
the Latın an ersian WEeTC natural enemıles. Judaısm offered compromı1se...
hey could st1ill be monotheists; they COU. StT1. retaın theır ethical standards,
an theır religıon would be of the SaImne general Lype Christianıty. By becomıng
proselytes of udaısm they could 1n LIMNCASUIC SAaVeC theır consciences and, aTt the
SAamne me, clear themselves of the st1igma of disloyalty their government an
declare themselv?s the siıde of their fellow-countrymen agalnst the hated forelgner.

Chapter I1

Ephraem Syrus
Ephraem yrus 373) Was ONeC of the mMOST prolıfic wrıters the Syri1ac

Janguage Duvalı descr1bes hım dS “&cr1ivamın 2  une TATC fecondite.”’
Wm Wright? cCa. hım ‘“ +he MOST celebrated father of the Syrıan Church
an certainly ON of 1ts MOST volumınous an wıdely read writers.” Hıs
works aTrc listed an described 1n T3 amy,} Baumstark;* an

36 She 15 mentioned 1n the Talmud: Baba Bathra 8a, 10b; Ta‘anıth 24b;
20b; Zebahim 116a C Nöldeke, Geschichte der DPerser und Araber ZUr

Zeit der Sassanıden auUus der arabıschen ChromkR des Tabarı Leyden 51
12 Z who remarks »dıe Hälfte dieses amens 1St mM1r unklar«. Haves;
L’e6cole d’Edesse (Parıs 31 makes mention of the Queen Dy MAamllec but cıtes

SOUTCCS
37 Baba Bathra 8a

S Ta‘anıth 24b
39 Baba Bathra 10b
p CIr 3172
Op C1It 220)

OT Hıstory of Syrıac Iaterature London 22
Ephraem Syrı Hymnı el Sermones echeln } CX 11—1L2XH

Op CIt 21592
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Bardenhewer.® Whıle analysıs of the genulne EXTANT wrıtings
of Ephraem Syrus ould be desirable 1n order determiıine hıs attıtude
towards the Jews, 1t 15 outsiıde the of thıs rather limited study We,
therefore, confine ourselves those of Ephraem’s works which NOLT only
reflect hıs attıtude towards the Jews, but 1C also contaın informatıon
that makes it poss1ıble for determiıine the Circumstances that InNaYy
ave Occasıoned their compositıion.

'T’he Jews 1n the Writings of Ephraem Syrus
ater1al study Ephraem’s attıtude towards the Jews 18 proviıded by

the thırd of hıs * Sermons Pahıs ‘° Hymns Unleavened Bread,’””
and hıs refutations.® The ‘Sermon agalınst the Jews delıvered

unday, 1s largely glorıficatiıon of Jesus an Christianity. 1le
It clearly reveals Ephraem  S anımos1ity towards the Jews, it contaıns lıttle
INOTC than repetition of the tradıtional Christian theme of rejection
of the Jews because of theıir rejection of the SOIN. Hıs “On Julıan,
the Apostate, hıs False Teachings anı the Jews’’10 agalın reveal hıs dislıke
of the Jews, but thıs INaYy be explained by the fact that Julıan frequently
favored the Jews the detriment of the Christians anı Christianıty.

In the thırd of the * Sermons Faıth,” Ephraem AarguCcs that there AIc
commandments specıfically ordaıned for ONC generation hıch ATC NOT

binding uDON another generat1ion.
For the benefnit of the chılaren of (each) generatiıon
Were the VO1Ces spoken 1n (each) generatıon.

(Ed Rom IIL,
ere 15 volice that demands sacrıfices,

there 15 volce that rejects burnt offerings.
1 here 18 VOo1lCce that commands usec clean food,
And there 1S VOo1lCe that commands M1X and eat

Geschichte der altchrıstlıchen Liıteratur (Freiburg D T 'Thıs work
contaıns excellent appreclatıon of Ephraem’s writings. (3F specılal interest thıs
study 18 Bardenhewer’s section Ephraem’s dogmatıc and polemi1c writings,

9—6.
6  6 OoODAarre anı Assemanı, Sanctı Patrıs Nostrı Ephraem S, a OMN1d,

ILL, 164—208 In Rom.., LA these SCTINONS bear the tiıtle ‘I hree Sermons
Faıth”” By comparıng the Vatıcan Syri1ac manuscr1pt 137 wıth the British Museum
ad 12, 166, fols 2—19, BecKks raems Reden über den Glauben (Rome

VIUIIL, an 1s has cshown that there dIC, 1n fact, S1X SCIYIINONS, an that the thırd
SCIINONN, Rom.., I; 1—19 15 primarıly polemi1Cc agalinst the Jews

LamM Y GE cols. 567—636
1tcChe raım s Prose Refutatıons London

Rom IIL, 9—2
verbeck;, raemı SYT1, Rabulae ‚ pDiScOoDL Edessen1, Balaeı alıo-

FUMUE , era selecta Oxford 3—20, German translatıon Dy Bickell,
Zeıtschrift für katholische 1 ’heologıe (1878) 556 On Julıan’s attıtude
wards the Jews, SCC er, IT’he Emperor Fulıan AAanı the Fews Jewısh Quarterly
Review (1878) 591—651, an Baron, CIit 11; 392, 41, for addıtional bıb-
lography.



Isaac of Antıoch’s Homiuly agaınst the Jews O7/

'L here 15 VOo1lCe that commands celebrate festivals,
And there 15 vo1ce that commands profane festivals.
'Lhere 15 VO1Ce that commands sanct1ıfy the day,

there 15 vo1ce that commands rejeGt
' I1 here 1s VOo1Ce that commands CIrcumcCIse males,
And there 18 volce that rejects Circumcislion.

(Ed Rom IL 184 F —185 A)
'The c  malady  27 (keba) of Circumcısıon Was NCCCSSaAL Y for the members

of the miıddle generat1ons, from Moses through Jesus, because they mingled
wıth Pasahns and might apse into idolatry. Therefore, distinctive C  mar 25

Was placed upOoN them them from theıir neighbors. But thıs 15
longer NCCCSSALY for Christians today, because they ATC sound 1n faıth
At the present time, the commandments
Of Sabbath, of CIrCUmC1S10N, an! of purification dIiIcC invalıd.
hey ATC superfluous for those of the latter days,
But for those of the mıddle days they WeTC NCCECSSATY.
For those of the TrSst days they WeTC UNNECCCSSATV,
ecause they WEeTiIC sound 1n owledge
Neıither ATC they NECCSSaL y for those of the latter days,
ecause they dICc sound 1n faıth
1Dey miniıistered those of the mıddle days alone,
eCcCaUSE they WEeTIC struggling wıth paganısm.

(Ed Kom 1, 186 C-D)
And it Was NCCCSSAL Y keep the Jews from lapsıng 1nto paganısm because

Jesus Was being preserved 1n their mıdst NOow that he has COIMMC, (30d has
rejected the Jews, an He has elevated the Christians position of
primacy.

Hıs entire TCAasOI for preserving the flock
Was because of the somethıing 1n 1ts mı1ıdst
Ihe somethıng whiıich Was hıdden 1n it has OmMe forth,

has become the shepher of mankınd
In the contemptible flock, he h1ıd
'IT’he prince of the shepherds.
He has eft the oolısh flock,
For the natıons ave become Hıs pasture

(Ed KRKom II 187 F ; cf. Beck, CIt 119)
But the Jews persist 1n their practice Or CIrCUmMCI1S10N, thereby, CI-

ing God
W roth 15 the lawgıver,
ecCause He untied, an YOU, then, bind
'IThe commandment which He has oiven VOU, 1s invalidated,
And that which He has untied, yYOU observe.

(Ed Rom ILL, I8STC: c£. Beck, loc CIt.)
1  S Circumcısıon has replaced the old, because the ord prefers

CircumcIısıon of the heart circumcısıon of the flesh, removal from SIN
removal of the foreskın.

Inquire ittle, foolısh OIC,
Concerning the observances of the law
What Ca  - Circum«c1sıON do
For the S1N that dwells wiıithın ”
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S1n dwells 1n VOUI heart,
yOu circumcise VOUTFC foreskin ?

(Ed Rom ILL, 18/Di cf. Beck, loc CIE:)
But the Jew 15 NOT CONTenT confine the observance of the law hım-

self. Through cunnıngz and he seeks dıshonor the Christian Dy
enslavıng hım the yoke of the law well Under the gulse of drawıng
the Christian Moses, he separates hım from the ess]jah.

ackles anı fetters an bonds
IC WEeTC establıshed for hıs servıtude,
He cunnıngly Ir1es) C4St
Upon the freedom (resulting rom hıs Lord’s love.
'IThe wıcked Servant 15 SWITt
'L Cast fetters uDOIL the free.
Whıle flatterıng freedom,
He binds it wıth the yoke of the olave.
er the gulse of honor, he seeks
O dıisgrace free LLCIL.
Whıle drawıng towards Moses,
He separates from the ess]jiah.

(Ed KRKRom I: E-—F; c£. Beck; CIt. 120)
'The Jew 18 determined INnall who ll NOT StOp untiıl he has achjeved

hıs goal of converting the Christıian.
After hell had tasted much blood,
He could NOLT be quıiet from kıllıng.
'Ihe he kılled openly.
NOw he kılls SECLELN.
He NCOMLPDASSCS SCa anı and
1’3 ead adherent 1into Gehenna.!®*

(Ed Rom HN,; 189 C ; cf. Beck; loc. CIt:)
Ephraem concludes by urging hıs co-religion1sts Aee from the Jew

lest they be converted.
lee from hım, weak ORG:;
Your blood anı death dIC nothıing hım
He took the 0O of God
W ıll he be terriıned of yOUTr blood”?

(Ed Kom. 111;
lee an TESCLHE yourself from the mad (MiC.

Run an take refuge 1n the essjah.
(Ed Rom I1LE

(FO be continued)

11 'IT’he slave, 1.€. the Jew.
H Ihe last LW lınes ARI allusıon Matthew 23°15 Lwaya, ““adherent’”’,

15 paralle S1yyOra, ““proselyte”” 1n Matthew.


