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Dy tto Meinardus

Wıth the aCCession O1 nbä Kirıllus VI tO the Patrıarcha Ihrone of
Alexandrıa ın 1959, Coptic monastıcısm received 1E W inspiration and

LECEW impetus. For INanı y 7 the Patrıarch had set example of
ascet1ic dıscıplıne 1ile lıving anchoriıte 1ın CaVe ealr the Monastery
O1 al-Bariämüs 1n the WAädi ’n-Natrün an ater 1ın ONeEeE of the deserted
wındmulis al-Guyushi, east of Babylon (Old Ca1ro). Moreover,
fOor several the Patrıarch had served heg0oumenos of the solated
onastery of St Samuel 1n the mountaıns of al- Oalamün, where he Was
also the pneumabıkos of SOILNLE of the MOST devout anchorıtes of the Coptic
Church nbä Kirıllus VIL, who 15 deeply spiırıtual PECISOIN, has retaıned
hıs interest iın the monastıc lıfe, a  ough, far he has not pald visıt
TO all of the Coptic monasterI1es, which AT uıunder hıs Juriısdıiction. He 15
genulne thaumaturg20s ıth extraordınary spirıtual Z1 mong er
thıngs, he has stopped the evıl and wıdespread practice of SIMONY, at
eas ıth regard tO the ePISCODACY. Edward 1n correctly concluded
1n hıs appraısal of the Patriarch. when he sa1d only has monk
become Patriärch. but the Patrıarch has remaıned monk.’”®*

The Deseyt of Marydt
One of the first proJects, tOo whiıich nbä Kirıllus VI SAaVC hıs attention

er hıs enthronement Was the rebululdiıng of the Monastery of St Menas
(Dair Abüuü Minä) the ancıent sıte of the Desert of aryüt. On No-
vember Z4tn, 1059, the foundatıon-stone of the NE  S moNastery WAasSs Jaıd,
and November 25th, I90T1, the Patrıarch dedicated the first Cce and
the Church of St Samuel, which constıituted the first part of the LE W

mMONastery. Several 1cCons IC adorn the 1L1CW Church of St Samuel WeIC
transierred LO üt from the Church of St Menas, south of Old Ca1lro.
(n February I5th, 19062, SOINE of the reliıcs of St Menas WeIC translated
Iirom the Dair Märı Minä 1n Ca1ro,® where they had een kept Irom the
mı1ıddle of the CENTUTY, tO the Desert of Maryüt. He  S Church of
St Menas has een ul SOU of the Church of St Samuel For the
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tıme beıing, the water-sSupply 15 st1ill real problem, an all water has to be
transported firom Bahig tTO the mOoNnaSsterYVy. 1€ 15 oped, however, that the
(Jeneral Desert Development Organization 111 drıll ell for the uUuse

of the monks and the bedou1lns ıIn the general AL Cd 1ın and around the
monasterYV.

Ihe Monastery of St Menas 15 110 inhabıte by monks, though
far the mMOoNaSsStery has hegoumenoSs. 1 he DOECONOMOS 15 Abuüunä

Murqus <r  <r  <  as:2Sur who 15 assısted DYy Abunä Angelus as-Surlänl. Abünäa
CA  MER  A al-Bishoi; ONe of the few 1conographers of the Coptie Church, has
paınted several 16 1CONS 1n the Churches of Samuel and Menas. He
Iso resides ın the monasterYVy. In September 19064, nbä Kirıllus VI
ordaıned the Hirst Tee monks for the Monastery of1 St Menas. JDeEY AL

Abünä Minä al-Maryuüti (formerly Sulaiman the personal deacon of the
Patrnarch), Abüuünä Muüuüsä al-Maryuti and Abunä Makarı al-Maryuti.
Siınce 19060, the Patrıarch has frequently wıthdrawn LO the 18908  S Monastery
of1 St Menas LO spend several weeks and CVOGI] months ıIn solıtude.

T’he Desert of the WÄddi ’n-Natrün
Wıthın the Coptic Church ecclesiastıcal VA prestige Was He

onfined for AI1LYV length of tıme LO OTE LWO monasterIı1es. On the CONTraTrY,
the hıstory of Coptıc monastıcısm demonstrates cConstant shıftıng of
eccles1i1astıcal infÄuence from OIl institution TO another. krom the Vn
tO the X1714B CENTUTY the Monastery of St Macarıus 1n the Wädı )n_

Natrün supplied almost exclusıvely the Church ıth the candıdates IOr
the patrlarchate. Ihen, for relatıvely Or tıme, ın the and
X V3 CENTUTYV, the Coptic patrıarchs WE lected irom the Monastery
of the Holy Virgin Dair al-Muharragq) In the 1ıle Valley. In the XNV-JIIth.
X NVIJ 14n and CENTULYV; the Red Sea Monastery of St Antony
increased 1ın iımportance, AT supplıed not only the candıdates fOT the
patrıarchate, but Iso the Abunä for Ethiop1ia an the Metropolıtan fOr
Jerusalem. In the m1ıddle of the ‚4n GCENTUTV; the ecclesiastical leader-
sh1p passed THOFE less into the hands of the monks o1 the Monastery of
the Syrians 1n the Wädı ’n-Natrüun.* kour monks of this moNnastery ave
een consecretad LO the ePISCOPDACY DYy nbä Kirıllus and ave een
placed into key-posıtions 1ın the Coptic Church: Abünä Antüun1ius a_

Suraänı.? 110 nbä Shanuüdah, Was consecrated Bıshop for Theologıical
Ahal Educatıonal Instiıtutions of the Coptic Church (September 19062),
Abunä MakärIı1 2  As-Surlan  &; OW n ba Samwiıl, 15 Bıshop ol Oecumenical,
Soc1al An Publıc Aftaırs of the Coptic Church (September 19062),
Ahbünä Mıtiäs AS-Suranl. 110 n bä Dumadiüs, Was consecrated tO the
bıshopric o1 al-G1izeh (March 19063), an Abunä Makar1üs <r  n  <&  <r  as-Sur
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10  S nbä AthanäsIiüs, received the diocese of Ben1 ue and Bahnasa

(September 190062).
Under the leadershı1p of nbä Tawfilus, the Bıshop OT the Monastery

of the Syr1ans, SOTINLEC of the VOUNSCI monks Sser10usly attempted LO revıve
the coenobitic Pachom1an monastıc lıfe Hıs attempt, however, faıled,
and DYy 1901, the sem1-anchoritic form of monastıcısm Was adopted
agaln DYy all the monks of the monasterYV. Since LO59),; several old cells,
Ose AT the south-wall of the monasterYy, WeIC abandoned and torn
OWnNn Kıghteen HS  < CcCe ARNS completed, AI addıtional Cce A eing
constructed for the increasıng number o1 monks, who ave joıned the

moNnasterYy. In the Ca iuture, the CENTUCY guest-house ıth the

1Drary al the INUSEUII 11l be TOTI OWN LO make LOOIN fOr
HE  S bulldıng Moreover, it 15 hoped, that 116 ell 111 be drılled east
of the qası

In 1001, the Supreme Councıl of Youth elfare organızed the HST
internatıonal youth-camp 1n the Wädı ’n-Natrün. Ihe Camıp Was establ-
15 1ın the immediate proximı1ty north of the Monastery of f Bısho1
and the Monastery of the Syrlans. Irom Jal ISt untıl September 3oth,
24 IO0 people WTG engaged 1n agricultural pLo]jects, 1.€ the plantıng
of TEeES an the digging ol irrigation canals.® Repeatedily, both the

Bıshop of the Monastery of the Syrlans ell the patrlıarchate ave
triıed LO exert theır infÄiuence ıth the authorıties LO ave the youth-
Ca p wıthdrawn firom the proximi1ty of the monasterI1es. However, ese

attempts ave faıled. T'’he LeMpOrar y campıng facılıtıes ave een

changed fOor permanent facılıtıes and SUIHMNGE international
youth-camp 111 be held ın TOL of the desert monasterıles.‘ In order tO

protect the monastıc discıplıne, nbä Tawftilus ordered ın 1961 that the

Monastery of the Syrlans should be closed tO all visıtors. hıs restriction,
however, Was waved 1ın 1904, A v1isıtors AIC permitted tO enter the

Monastery of the Syr1ans, provided they ave obtained letter i intro-
duction.® On July 24th 10064, Kwame Nekruma, President of and,
visıted the Monastery of the Syrians:?®

Ihe Monastery of the Syrlans 15 inhabite by thırty monks. Ihe

hegoumenos of the monastery 15 Oummus Mıtrıi A  as-Surlän  1 the sub-

hegoumenos 15 Abünä Agatun A  a6-SüurJan  %; and the librarıan 15 Abünä

6  6 EgypPhan (zazeltte, March 30, 1963
Incıdentally, youth-camps AT also establiıshed NCa moOonaster1es an churches

ın Yugoslavıa. ( „ KEDOrt of Vısıt tO Yugoslavıa DYy Anglıcan Ordinand’”’.
5Sobornost, Spring 1959,; N i 3, No 633

Vısıtors AT NOT permitted TO enter the LEr Y durıng the SECASONS of fastıng,
2 °P the Iorty-three days before the eas of the Natıvıty, the ree days COININE-

moratıng Oona. 1n the Whale, the fiıfty-Ave days of the astı of Heraclıus and Lent,
the tast of the Holy postles an the fiıfteen days 1n commemoratıon of the SSUumMPp-
t1ıon ot the Holy Vırgın.

(  ( Mrs Nekruma, wh 15 irom ZVYPpPC, 15 Copt Catholıc
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Antunius as-Suriläni.1© Abüuünä Makariüs as-Suriläni 15 responsıble for the
twelve eddans of cultivated desert land south-east of the monasterYy.
Ihe printing-press under the famous tamarınd tree of St Ephraem 15 Out
of order, due tO the lack of Spare-parts. Ever SINCEe 19052, the Monastery
i the Syrians has attracted educate Copts tOo enter the monastıc
lıfe In 10063, 1ıne monks Joıned the mOoNnastery, of whom five had COIN-

pleted e1Ir un1iversity educatıon. ESEC monks AL Abünä Antüniuüs
Com:)}; Abünä Mıt1äs Com.), Ahbünä Anastasıus

Cöm.); Ahünä Wiıssa (B S6i), Abünä Makariüs Agrt:), Ahbhünä
Zusimus, Abüunä Miısäil an Abünä Bıd]jimi.

S1ince the e of nbä Basıliuüs (December 190063), Bıshop of the
Monastery ol St Bısho1, nbä Tawfilus of the Monastery of the Syrians
has held the admınıstratıve responsıbilıties for the Monastery of St
Bisho1.1* The sub-hegoumenos of the Monastery of St Bısho1 15 Abünä
Makariüs al-Bıiıshoi Kor several 9 the monks of the Monastery of
St Bısho1 WECIC troubled by admınıstratiıive dıfficulties, ıIn far the
hegoumensh1p Was fIrequently changed. Ever SINCE the deposition of
nbä Ghobriäl ASs head of the Monastery of St Antony 19060) the bıshop
has lıved ın the Monastery of St Biıshaol1.

Due tO the temporary closıng of the Monastery of St Bısho1 an the
Monastery otf the Syrlans, the Monastery of St Macarıus (Dair Ahiu
Madgär) has received increased number of visıtors. In spiıte of the fat%,
that siıngle Talc ea| through the desert tO the monastery, several
SITOUDS of vIisıtors ave succeeded TO visıt the ancıent patrıachal residence.
IThe Bıshop of the monastery 15 nbä Mıkhäil, who 15 Iso Bıshop of
Asyüt.** In 190063, Abüunä ‘Abhd an-Nür al-Magärı Was relıeved of the
hegoumensh1p of the monasterY, an Abünä al-Magärı became
the 1L1ECEW hegoumenos. In 1063, Abünä 1ımütäüuüs al-Magäri Was appoılnted
prı1es of the Church of St ark 1n Kuwalt, Persian Gulf£, 1n order tO
rehleve Abünä Angelos al-Muharraagıi.

Wıth regard TO the Monastery of Barämüs Dair al-Barämüs), basıc
changes ave en place.” I he bıshop of the Monastery 15 nbä aka-
r1UsS, who resides 1n the monastıc dependency A ukh a Dalaka: an
the hegoumenos 15 Abünä TLädros al-Barämuüsi. Abünä Yuhannıs al-
Barämuüs1 an Abunä brähim al-Barämuüusi AT ST1 engaged 1ın Coptic
callıgraphy an the drawıng of Coptic CI OSSES an des1gns, sim1ılar tO
Ose whiıich Ca  — be CCn ın the famous ‘Book of Grosses’’ by the Patrıarch
Makariüs 111 (1942-1045 1ın the lıbrary of the Monastery of St Bıshol.
Ihe COpyıng of lıturgical eXtTis 15 one by Abünä Shanüdah al-Barämüsi1
an Abünä cAbd al-Masıh al-Bariämuüs!i1. Abünä Yaqüb al-Barämüst,

Not LO be coniused wıth Abünä Antüniuüs, who 1O Anbä Shaniuiüdah
11l MMEMD, 236—238.

MMEMD, Z4U4—210.
MMEMD, 150-1506.



ecent Developments 1n Egyptian Monastıicısm K3

who represented the Pope and Patrıarch ın Alexandrıa, W as consecrated
bishop of Manfalüt and Abnüb an assumed the aTille of nbä Luga On
November 28th an 20th, 1964 fifty sem1ınarl1lans of the Coptic Catholic
Theological Sem1ınary of St Leo the Te2 AT Ma‘Adı visıted the Monastery
of Barämuüus and particıpated 1ın ordinatıon ServıCce, whıch Was COIl-

ducted by nbä Makariüs, the Bishop of the mOoNaSterYy. Abünä Antüniüs
al-Barämüsı has lectured for several 1ın church-hıstory AT the al-
Aklirıkıyah, the Coptic TtANOdOX Theologıical Seminary at Abbassıyah.

The Monastery of £he Holy Vırgın Dair al-Muharragq)
Trouble, dissension an urmaoı1l ave characterized agaln the last five

of the hıstory of the Monastery of the Holy Virgin (Dair al-Muhar-
raq), which 15 siıtuated 1n the 1ıle Valley, SOINE 65 km north of ASyuüt.*
T hıs 15 not SUrpri1sıng, 11 OIl 15 of the internal tensiıons and diıfhAcul-
t1es wıthın the monastery. (n March ZAth; 10959,; Oummus ‘Abd Al-
Quddüs Armanius al-Muharragı Was murdered ın hıs cell Known
throughout pper VD for hıs practice of magıC, the monk had collected

estimated ortune of 100.000). Just two weeks beifore
h1s assassınatlion, he had purchased Q1X hundred pounds of gold, which
he kept 1n several sunt-cases 1ın hıs monastıc cell.1% er the d1Sscovery
of the murder, orty o1 the e1ighty monks left temporarıly the moNnastery
and dispersed all OVeCI the COUNLTY. In December 1OO1; Oummus arag
Mıkhäil al-Muharragl, who Was ın charge of the bakery, Was assassınated.
He Was the first OINlLE to discover the murder of Oummus ‘Abhd Aı Ouddüs
Armaniüs. arag Miıkhäil Was found ıth seventeen STa ın hıs face an
body. In May 1962, nbä Bakhüm IL, the Bıshop of the Monastery O1
the Holy Virgın, Was relleved of hıs responsıbilıties, an nbä Kirıllus VI
appominted Oummus OQuzmän Bıshal al-Muharragı head of the Daır
al-Muharrag. Oummus Quzmän Bishal, who had served IOr several

dneumalıkRos ol the unls of the ive Coptic CONvents 1n Cairo. Was at
fiırst prevented by the monks from entering the monasterYy. In order tO
enable Uummus OQuzmäan. Bıshal tO enter the monasterYy, the (10vernor
i Asyüt rdered the polıce tO Opeh the Sal In protest tO the (Governor’s
orders, the monks became Eeven HIOTE obstinate, untiıl finally the police
ntered the moNnastery Dy fire-ladders Protest agaınst government inter-
erence Wds volced by nbä Aghabilüs, Bıshop of Dairüut anı Sanabu.
In September 10064, nbä Bakhüum 11 cdAed of ‘“unknown reasons’” (!)
At the time ol the death of nbä Bakhüm FE notice Was served that
the cCcustom of consecratiıng abbots tO bıshops, which Was egun Dy nbä
usa I1 (1946—-195 would henceforth be abolished Yet, aTt the SaIinlle

time, certamly nNOot all the monks of the Monastery OT1 the Holy iırgın

MMEMD, 495—301
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4A1 “rabels;” Abunä Angelos al-Muharragl, (Qi1lE6 of the candıdates for the
patrıarchate iın 10959 an for Iallıy lıbrarıan of the patrıarchal
lıbrary ın Ca1ro, Was commıiss1ıoned by the Patrıarch LO Kuwaıt, Persian
Gulf, tO mınıster tO the opts workıng iın the 01l industry. In artc.
19063 Abunä Angelos W as consecrated bıshop of Qalyubiyah, and assıumed
the IN of nb Maksimüs. Abunä UuL1uUSs al-Muharragı! has assımed
the functions of Abunä Mıtiäs <r  <r  än  as-Sur (NOW nbä Dumadiuüs)
secretary LO the Patrıarch. In 1004, Dr Wahib Atalla GirgI1s, archdeacon
AT wakiıl ol the Theological Semi1nary, Abbassıyah, joined the Monastery
o1 the Holy Vırgıin and became Ahbunä Bakhüm al-Muharraagıl. er the
e of n bä Aghabius 1964 Abünä Bakhüm Was offered the diocese
o1 Dairüut 261 Sanabu. However, he dechned and resumed hıs former
functions at the Theological Sem1inary 1ın Abbassıyah. In March 1965,
Abunä UuluUSs al-Muharragı W as consecrated bıshop f Dairüt Ahıal Sanabu,
an assımed the aAa1ille of nbä Aghabiüs. ome months beifore, Abüunä
Aghabiüs al-Muharragqı Was consecrated bıshop of mmdurman and
ubla, assumıng the ame of nbä IstÄäftfänus. In March, 19065, the
uss1an Orthodox deacon John Chrysostom ]Joıned the Monastery of the
Holy Vırgıin and assımed the Aaille of Abunä Diusqürus al-Muharradgıl.

T’he Monastery of + Samuel

Ihe MOST isolated of all the Coptıic monasterı1es 15 ST1 the Monastery
of St Samuel at Q l- Oalamün, SOU. of the Qasıs of the Fayyvüm. * Durıng
the last TeW$ several estern geologısts A land-surveyors studyıng
the WAÄädı R ave called OI the monks. krom 19506 tO 19060, the
monks of St Samuel’s WECIC jJoined by Abunä Mattä al-Maskın and hıs

of 61 discıples. Ihe reconstructions an repalrs. 1.€ the COINl-

structıon of the 116  S Church of the Holy Virgin an the LLCW cells, WeTIiC

carrıed OUut under the leadershıp of Abünä Mattä al-Maskın However,
followıng the suspens1ion of Abüuünä Mattäa al-Maskın and hıs TOUDP,
because of elr disobedience of the patrıarchal order tO return LO the
monasterl1es of elr Or1g1n, Abünä Mattäa al-Maskin and hıs discıples
wıthdrew irom the Monastery ol St Samuel. 40O hez0oumenos of the
mOoNnasterYy 15 Abuüunä Minä as-Samwiält. Abunä Büulüs as-Samwili diıed 1n

1961 al the ASC of OlNLE hundred a e1g Ar PEeSCNtT,; the mOoNnastery 15
inhabıted DYy Abunä Bül  g)> (the younger), Abünä Shanuüdah, Abünä Ista-
fanus, Abunä Sa1D, Abunä Murqus, Abunä Butrus, Abüuünä cCA z  An  CR and
Abunä Rafäil a_  Habashıi

T’he Red S ea Momnasterıes

TIhe Red Sea Monasterıes of Antony and Paul had theıir normal
personnel changes due LO elr practiee of rotatıng elr monks between

MMEMD, 320—332
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theır dependencıies XT ush ıIn the 1le Valley an the desert monasterI1es.
Normally, the monks spen LWO ın the dessert and ONE VCal in the
dependenCcy, though ere A1iIC INa y eEXCcept1ons tÖ thıs rule. In 1960
nbä Ghobriäl, the Bıshop of the Monastery of St Antony, Was rellıeved
of h1s responsıibilıties, AT OQOummus Banıimin al-Antüun1 resumed the
functions of the head of the monastery.*‘ On prı IS 1065, Oummus
Banlıämin diıed an W ds replace by Uummus al-Antüni Ar the
Monastery of St Antony, the meteorologıcal tatıon the unfinıshe
Church of St Paul has een wıthdrawn

1 He Bishop of the Monastery of St Paul 15 n bä Arsän1uüs, who resides
aT the dependency ın Büush.*® Ihe hegoumeno0s of the moNnasterYy 15 Qum-
11US Filibüuüs al-Rüli FA 1960, the monks of St Paul’s ul ZuUeEST-
house EeXIVA TO accommodate lady-vısıtors, who AT 191018
permitted STaVy overnight wıthın the Wa of the moNnaSsterY. oth Red
Sea monasterl1es ave recelved increasıng number of vVIis1tors (QVeEGEI the
Dast 1ve

Hermuts and TIthnerant ON

(n ACCOUNT of the patrıarchal order of 19060, monks AI longer
permitted tTO leave elr monasterlies wıthout the explıcı permi1ss1o0n DYy
the bıshop the hegoumenos. However, ere HE SOILLC monks, who
lıve hermıiıts T1n specılal ecclesiastıical functions. Abunä A bd A
4aStT al-Habash1ı 15 the only anchorıte 1n SVDC, who, (VEL per10d of
thırty (Irom 1035 has inhabıte GAve SOINE 1ve kılometers SOU
of the Daır al-Barämus ın the Wädı ’n-Natrun.** nbä Shanüdah, the
Bıshop for ITheologıca and Educatıona Instıtutions, irequently returns
IOr several weeks hıs CGAvVe ın the WäAädı al-Faregh, whıich 15 S1ILUATE
SOTINE km south-east of the Monastery o1 St Bıshol

From early med1aeval tımes onwards, hermıiıts and monks ave efused
tO aCCEeDT eccles1i1astıical offices, C bıshop, metropolıtan patrıarch,
partly because OT fear tO be ‘ exXposSed the WOrld, partly because of
elr COM tO orfelit theılir genulne prophetic charısmata. In the past,
hermıiıts an monks WCIC torced C comply ıth the elections, an SOINE

candıdates for ecclesi1astıcal offices WEeTie GVn haıned AT the t1ıme ol elr
consecration. hıs spiırıt of tIrue humıilıty Was agaın demonstrated 1n the
Cadse of Abunä Antün1iuüs as-Surilän  R HFor several) Abunä Antüniuüs
successfully wıthstood and avolded all PTeSSULCS LO be consecrated LO the
ePISCOPACY. Because of SOINE insıgnıficant misunderstandıng pertaınıng
LO the admınıstratıive affaırs of the Daiır as-Sur1än, Abüunä Antunius Was
called to APpPPCAal before the Patrıiarch. Persuaded by nbä T1uS, the

Kg MMED, 77—85
MMED 105-116
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Bıshop of the Monastervy of the Syrlans, Ahbünä Ant  Uun1us  D travelled tO
Ca1lro In order tO apologize an recelve forg1veness irom the Patrıarch.
However, 1Iie neelıng 1n TON of the Patriarch. expecting tO be fOT-
g1ven and requesting tO be relieved irom hıs admınıstratıive pOos1t10ns 1n
the moNnastery and TO be permitted tO return tO hıs CaVC, the Patrıarch
placed hıs an uDOI the head ot the hermıit, thereby consecratıng hım
Bıshop of Theological an Educatıonal Instıtutions of the Coptic Church
hıs consecratıion took place 1n the patrıarchate eptember 25th 1962
In reDLY tO letter of congratulatıon, nbä Shanüdah WTIOote

A FaCE an irom OUT ord and Savlour ESUS Christ be uUDON
VOU. thank Vou for VOUL gentle words of congratulatıon sent tO me

C:  - forget VOUTL irıendsh1p and love. As matter of TACt,
however, letter OT1 consolatıon nNOot of congratulatıon Was Ait fOr
the OCCAS1on. How INa Y monk be congratulated leavıng the
calmness of the wılderness and abıdıng agaın amıdst the dısturbance
of the cCıty How Call Aa yOoNEC congratulate Mary 11 che leaves her
place at the feet of Chrıst an SUC> LO labour wıth Martha 1n the
kıtchen ? For In  9 iıt 1S, indeed, matter of shame. remember that
day of consecratıon tO the E,D1SCODACY 1ın ears an lamentatıon
Indeed, the Z10T V otf solıtude and contemplatıon 15 above ECAaSuTtTe
It INAaV not be compared ıth that of the EKp1ScCopacy VB that
of the Papacy 136 true consecratıon, ear irıend, 15 the COIl-
secratıon of the heart holy temple IOr the LOTd. Who the ast
Day 11l not ask for OUI pastora. grade but ftor OUI purıty ol ear

write thıs letter irom beloved GCAaVe AT ahr al-Fareg. 1n Wädı
’n-Natrün, ın which eXpeCT tOo Stay tıll Epiphany, and then return
tO(

However, ere AI nowadays only Tew monks in the Coptıic Church,
who A1ilC dedicated LO the monastıc profession nbä Shanudah In
1L10N tO the hermıits, ere AI SOTINE ıtınerant monks. Abuünä <Abd Al
Thalüth al-Habash1 ST1 nhabıts cell aTt ”S Talr) approxımately
200 km SOU of Ca1lro the east-bank of the ıle Hıs cell, IC faces
the Nıle, 15 S1TUAtTe ou 300 NOr ol the Church of the Holy Virgin
of >t- L aır.% Another ıtınerant monk 1s5 Abünä Bül  g> al-MadärIi,
who lıves ın al-CGhhirızat Car Schä The admınıstratiıive affaırs at the
Pılgrimage Shrine of St Dımıana Cal Biılqäs, Mansüra, AL carrıed Out
by Abünä <  — al-Antün1ı. %1

In February 19063, Abünä Mattä al-Maskı1ı an h1is discıples (Abünä
Minä, Abünä Istafänuüus, Abünä irıllus, Abünä Müsi and Abüunä Ish‘1a)
xerted signıficant UuUDOIL the Coptic Patrıarchate tO cancel the proposed
meeting of the Executive ommıttee o1 the Dr Councıl of Chqrches
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in Ca1lro. Ihe place IOr the meeting Was subsequently changed LO (reneva.
Opposed to the Church’s partıcıpatıon ın the World Councıl of Churches,
thıs of conservatıve monks has publıshed altogether Tee pamphlets
accusıng the O%: Councıl of urches of weakenıng the patrıot1ısm of
Christians and exhıbıtıng altogether LOO friendly attıtude owards
the Jews (September 19062, October 190062, January 1963 Shortly er
theır withdrawal irom the Monastery of St Samuel 1ın (October 1900,
Abünä Mattä al-Maskiın an hıs establıshed themselves 1n several
J which ATe situated ou km south-wes of the ()asıs of the
Fayyüm. SO far; thıs of anchorıites has prevented an VOLLC irom
visıtıng them Since 19064, the number of hermiıts of thıs has
increased. [Iwo laymen, who jomned the AT 110 Abünä Y eremiah
and Abünä 11Ä Moreover, ere Are Iso LWO nNOv1ICEeSs. Altogether, ten

in the WÄädi 4A16 110 inhabıted arge CaVe SC1 V.65S

church, where Abünä Müsä and Abünä <&  <r celebrate the Divıne Liturgy
Ihe wooden altar-slab for the church Was consecrated by nbä Banıämin,
the late bıshop of Minufiyah. More FeCEHNUN, thıs has also establ-
15 itselif ın the aıt AL TaRryis In Khıidmal al-Kırdazah (The Fellowshıp of
Consecration for the Servıce of the Church) ın Helwän.“**

The implementatıon of the Republican Law of Agrarıan Reform 1ın
19061 has ser10usly diminished the land asSsets of SOINE of the desert 1LLLOIL-

aster1es. So far. the monasterl1es AT still permitted tO retaın LWO
hundred eddans Affected DYy thıs law AT the Monastery ol Barämus,
the Monastery of St Antony an the Monastery of St aul Ihe Mon-
astery of the Holy Virgin Daıir al-Muharraq) has retained ıts 3,200
eddans

The Coptıc Patrıarchalte of Terusalem |
Wıth regard tO the Coptic Orthodox Patrıarchate 1ın Jerusalem an

the onastery of St Antony and Daıir AS-  ultan ın Jerusalem, ere &e

the Iollowing recent developments.“* In addıtıon tO nbä Basıliüs 1
the Coptic Archbishop of Jerusalem, the opts ave twenty monks ın
the Holy Land, of whom fifteen the Holy Places ın Jerusalem, LWO
monks aAaTe stat1ıoned iın Jericho, ONeE monk In the recently acquıired Church
of the Holy Virgin 1ın Bethlehem, ONeEe monk iın Jaffa an ON monk 1n
Nazareth The hegoumenos ol the Monastery of St Antony 15 Oummus
(raürg1lüs al-Ant  u  Pg an the DECONOMOS 15 Qummus Mattä al-Barämuüus!i.
Whereas AT ONeEe tiıme, the Red Sea Monastery of St Antony supplied
almost exclusively the monks fOor the Coptic Patriarchate ın Jerusalem,
noWwadays, MOST of the Coptic desert monasterIl1es particıpate 1ın the staffing
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of the Monastery of St Antony and the Coptic Holy Places ın Palestine.
O{ the LWenNTtYy monks, e1g belong tO the Monastery of St Antony, five
tO the Monastery ol Sı Bıshol1, LWO LO the Monastery o the Syrlans, two
LO the Monastery of Barämüs, LWO the Monastery of the Holy Vırgın
and OINlE monk tO the Monastery of St Macarıus. Qummus Aglädiüs Als
Antüunl, the hegzoumenos of the Monastery of St Antony ın Jerusalem,
Was appomınted secretary tO the Pope an Patrıarch ın March 1965

On November X 10064, Qummus Y uakım Hannä al-Antünl1, the
heg0oumenos of the Coptic Monastery of St Antony A Jaffa, Wads released
irom prıson 1n J elsAxvır. In June 1057; Qummus Y uakım Was sentenced
Dy the sraelı authorıties LO twelve imprisonment the charge of
espıionnage agalnst the sraelı Government, however, the SENTENCE Was
commuted tO e1g imprisonment.“* I he LWO Coptic s1ıtes 1n Israel,
the Monastery of St Antony 1ın Jaffa and the Monastery of the Holy
ırgn In azare A o maıntaıned Dy Abunä Girg1s al Antiü and
Abünä Isräil al-Ant  DAa who AT the only kgyptlans resident 1ın Israel

The GyveeR Orthodox Monastery of Catherıine

Ihe TEeE Orthodox Monastery of St Catherıine, Sınal 15 UuTtO-
cephalous archdıocese, 1.€ it 15 neıther dependent uDON the Patrıarchate
of Alexandrıa 1101 uDON the Patrıarchate of Jerusalem. Ihe Archbıishop
of S1iınal 15 Hıs Beatıtude Porphyrıius H: who Joıned the monastery 1ın
1003. The S1inal mMmONaSter y 15 inhabıte: DYy e1g. monks and Tee NOvI1CEeS.
Ihe hegoumenos AT the oldest monk of the monastery 15 Archimandrıte
Nıkeandros est known LO visıtors 15 Er Moises, the XeNnNOdochos. AS
Brother George the Hospitable he sed tO be ın charge of the mOoNasterYy-
garden ın the Qasıs of Wädı Feıiran. Ihe skevophylactos treasurer of
the monastery 15 Archıimandrıte Kugen1us of Crete and the ECCONOMO. 1s5
the Archimandrıte Dıionysıus of Cyprus Ihe 11C calligraphic notices iın
the churches wıthın and utsıde the moNnastery WeTe paınted by Er
Andreanos of (Gıreece. br Basıl10s 15 1n charge of the bakery. Ihe
sponsı1bılıty IOr the churches wıthın the moNnastery lıes ıth br Jeremi1as.
Deacon Damıanos SCI VCS the lıbrarıan of the valuable manuscrı1ıpt
collection

hereas Pr10r tO O17 the Monastery of St Catherine owned arge
properties ıIn the GCrimea and 1n Bulgarıa, the monastervy s wealth, though
ST1 consıderable, has sıgnıfıcantly decreased. Ihe archiepiscopa. residence
ıth the Chaureh of St Catherine 15 sıtuated AT IS Mıda az-Dahir, (‚A170:
e assıstants tO the archbıshop AUC Archımandrıte Gregor10s an Archi-
mandrıte Danıel A+4 LOT, Sinal, the monastery maıntaıns the Church of
St George, 1C 15 under the SUDperv1S10N of Fr Andreas of Cyprus On

AL-ARhbar, Jan 2) 1965.
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the Island of Crete, the MONaAaSTETVY POSSCSSCS TEeE churches, the Church
of xr Matthew (Archıimandrıte Y akobos), the Church of the Holy Irmıity
Deacon {aS! who untiı 1963 served DECONOM.O. at Sınal, and who
constructed the water-p1pe lıne irom the Daır al-Arbaın LO the Monastery
o1 St Catherine), an the Chürch of the Holy Vırgın (Archımandrıte
Eumen10s). On the Island of Zakynthos, oft the western shore of Greece,
the mOoNnNastery has the urches of the Holy Virgin and St Catherıne,
whıch ATiC supervised by Fr Chrysostomos, who, untiı 10063, served
xenodochos at S1inal. In Yannına E.p1r0S) iın north-western Greece, the
monastery’'s church 15 dedicated tO St Catherine an 15 supervised by
FEr 5Sophron10s. On the Island of Chı10s, the moNnastery has ONeE church,
16 15 served DYy Archimandrıite C(Clemens (n the Island of Cyprus, the
Monastery of St Catherıine has altogether TEeE properties, 16 AT
S1TUate at KOuUKHa, the ancıent CIty of Paphos, ATl AT Kyrenıa, where
ere AI the Churches of St Marına an St Paraskev1ı (Archimandrıte
Agathangelos). Ihe Church an the and ın rıpolıs, Lebanon, ATe ma1ıln-
taıned by Er Callıstratos, al the Church of St John the Baptıst 1n
stanbul, Turkey, 1s5 served DYy Archimandrite Damılanos.
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