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After the Constantıinlan Kdıet of Toleratıon, Chrıistlanıty became the
offie1al relıgıon In the Roman Kmpiıre, an Christians ın the Orient and
Oeccıdent WEeIe ahle LO spread the Gospel of Jesus Chrıist unmolested of
government interference. The See of lexandrıa W 4S then the MOst ımportant
ONe ın the whole Churceh. Indeed, Alexandrıa, until the rse of Constan-
tınople, W as the MOStT, powerful cıty ın the Kast, for the prestige of ıts ounder
st111 clung LO ıt Kven ın the par of the Roman KEmpıre, Koypt Wa

atıll regarded the ancıent. of the relıg10us mysterı1es. 'T'he Alexan-
drıan Church Was the only great seat of Chrıstian learnıng, aN the occupant
of the Apostolic Throne of St, ark Was the only bıshop of the tıme, who
oTe the armne ‘Pope After the Councıl of Nıcaea, he became the c  Judge
of the Un1iverse’ aCcount of hıs deecısıons pertamıng LO the f1xiıng of the
dates for the celebratıon of Kaster., and the obedience paıd hıs Judgment
In a,|] matters of learnıng, both secular an sacred, almost equalled that
paıd In later days the ecclesjastıical authorıty of the Popes In the West.
As St, Gregory of Nazıanzen sald The head of the Church of Alexandrıa
1s the head of the world ».

During the patrıarchate of Athanasıus, the 20th Patrıarch of lexandrıa
328-3738 A  ); Frumentius, the SO  — of Meropı1us, Was conseecrated Bıshop
of Aksüm 9a,N: became the ounder of the Church of Ethıiopıa. As ıt. 1s ell
known, the conseeratıion of Frumentius by Athanasıus had lastıng Sc-

QUENCES, ıIn far theologically an adminıstratıvely the Church of
Kthıopla became dependent upOoN the See of Alexandrtıa. Krom the miıiddle
of the IVth century until the mıddle of the Xth CEeNTtUTY, the eaders of
the Kthıopıan Church, the Abüna aN! the bıshops, WEeIC KEgyptians.

Monastieism ıke Christianıty W as introduced ıinto Ethiopıa from ZyYP
In 480 Aragawı, who 1s sald LO ave received hıs monastıc habıt
from St, Pachomius, ounded the celebrated monastery of Debra Damo.
Wıth hım Camlne eıght other monks from the Monastery of St Antony, an
together they AT known the Nıne Saınts », who laid the foundatıons
of the monastıec ıfe In Ethıopı1a.

Durimng the fırst haltf of the Ith CENTUTY, Theodora, the monophysıtıc
wıfe of the Kımperor Justinian, comm1ss1ONed Juhan the Presbyter LO travel
south of the fırst cataract LO preach the Christian Faıth LO the Nubıjans
Oome decades later, T'heodosıus I, the 383rd Patrıarch of Alexandrıa (530-
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567 AÄ  ); consecrated Longınus Bıshop of Nubı1a Krom the Ith CENTUTY
until the Vth CENTUTY, the Northern Kıngdom adhered to the Chrıistian
Faıth The Southern Kıngdom of Nubıa retaıned the OChrıistian Faıth untıl
the beginnıng of the CENTUTY, when ıt suceumbed LO s]amıc

From the VIILth CENTUTCY ON wards, the Coptic Church decreased 1n numbers.
W an prestige, that the Copts unable LO ENTAaADE In an S1eN-
fıcant M1SS1ONATY enterprıse ın Afrıca elsewhere.

In 1962, the Institute of Coptıc Studıes In Abbassıyah establıshed
Department of Afrıcan Studcıies for the traınıng of Copts, who AT LO
A m1ss]0oNaAaTIeES of the Coptic Churceh. Kver SINCE the CENTUTY, thıs
constitutes the fırst attempt LO thınk ın terms of MI1SS10N, an for anı student
the of Chrıistian Miıissıons thıs sıgnıfıes interestingdev elopmen wıthın the
Coptic Church. As ın a ]] of Christian Missıons, S far must study
motiıvatıons, the methods and the gx0als, and whereas clear M1SSIONATY
strategıes Ca  - be dıiscerned, certaın motivatı]ıions become quıte explıcıt
through the publıc statements they appeared In the Kgoyptian Press.

In release of July 20, 1962,; Hıs Holiness Pope Cyril VI declared
that final Arte 1O beıng taken LO comply ıth the desıre of the

Christian inhabıtants of Uganda, enya and Tanganyıka LO Jo1m the Coptıc
Church. The Afrıca project of the Coptıc Church 1S g]1ven prıor1ty OVeEer an
other projects, because the Coptic Church Carrıles the banner of Orthodox
OChristian doctrine, aN wherever Orthodox Chrıistianıty exısts, full hıberty
an permanent prevaıl. For the Coptıc Church throughout 1ts long
hıstory has not g1ven chance LO ım perlalısm LO domınate through rel1g10uUs
teachıngs »L

The Department of Afrıcan Studıies 1S admınıstered by LWwO Afrıcan S DE6-
c1alısts, Abünäa Y ussef Abdou Y usser, 1TA.M.. and Dr Zaher
1ad The plan 1s LO recrul1t unıversıty graduates an dıstingulshed members
of the clergy LO ]Jo1m the department an LO PrEeDAaLE them for M1SS10ONATY
SEeTVICE ». Moreover, ıt. W as planned LO enrTo| the youth belongıng LO the
Afrıcan Churches In the Coptıc Orthodox T’heologıcal demınary an the
Institute of Coptic Studıies 1n bıd LO choose from them the nucleus
of the Afrıcan Coptıc clergy Iın theır countrıes an establısh schools an
hospitals. In statement of January 3 1964, Hıs Holiness Pope Cyril Na
expressed hıs een interest ıIn plan almed 91 consolıdatıng the mı1ıssıon
work of Qummus Ishaq al-Bıshol In Johannesburg, South Afrıca, after
havıng earned that there WeTe several Afrıcan Chrıstian communıtıes, that
wıshed LO Ccut relatıons ıth Western Churches and establısh independent
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Afrıcan Churches »22 According LO statement by Hıs Holiness Pope Cyrıl V1
four hundred famıhlıes had Joıned the Coptıc Orthodox Church ın South
Afrıca SINCE In the meantıme, preparatıons for the establıshment of
Coptıc rel1g10us study centres 1n Afrıca WT made ıth 1e W LO combat,
ımperlalıst preachıng ıIn these countrıes The report includes that number
of physıclans, unıversıty graduates and clergymen AT engaged 1ın the Afrıcan
tudcdıes project of the Coptıc Church4. week later, the Pope announced
that, the Jarger part of the funds of the Coptıc (relıg10us endowments)
would be devoted the bulldıng of churches, schools and hospitals 1ın
Afrıca that may fulfıl OUT mıssıon of lıberatıng the Afrıcan people
from ımperlalıst doctrines, whıich WeTe introduced 1n Afrıca under the yuUu1se
of relıg10n »S. In the beginnıng of 19065, sıgnıfıcant addıtıon LO the offıc1al
ecclesi1astıcal tıtle of Cyrıl VI W as adopted, an 1n the local and internatıonal

he 18 eıng referred LO Hıs Holıness Patrıarch Cyrıil VE Pope of
Alexandrıa an y In May 19695, Pope Cyril VI announced
that the (+0vernment of the Unıited rah Kepublıc had agreed tOo contrıbute

100.000 owards the COsST, of bulldıng ONe of the Jlargest an MOst modern
cathedrals 1ın the world »“ 'T’hıs contrıbution W as a lso a token of apprecıatıon
of the role of the Coptıc Church 1n Afrıca. Moreover. Pope Cyril VI announced
that President (+amal Ahd al-Nasser iınformed hım of hıs sSupport of the
essage of the Coptıc Church ıth respeCcTt Afrıca. The appreclatıon of
the Presiıdent of the task of the Church of St ark ın Afrıca 311 ave
ımportant effect and echo the executıon of thıs task, especlally A the
Presıdent, who 1S the CaTrTtier of the flag of pohıtıcal lıberty 1n the Afrıcan
continent. has deep faıth 1ın the fact that the [L of the Natıonal Church
AT capable of strengthening such lıberty »8.

In September 1965, the Christian Peace (lonference sponsored by the
OChrıistian Churches of Kastern Kurope econvened the fırst Afrıcan Chrıistian
Peace (lonference 1ın Freetown. Sıerra Leone. Abüna Y ussef Abdou Y ussef
of the Afrıcan esk of the Coptıc Patriarchate represented Cyrıl VIL, Pope
of Alexandrıa an All Afrıca. few weeks ater, Ahbünä Yussef Abdou
Y ussef partıcıpated In the Dar as-Salaam (lonference Afrıcan Studıies,
where he read the ole of Kelıgıon In Afrıcan Hıstory Accord-
ıng LO the Kgyptian repOTT, the resolutions of the (Conference CONMN-
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The (Greek Orthodox Patrıarch of lexandrıa has used thıs tıtle for long tıme.
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sidered the Church of Alexandrıa Church of Afrıca ıth glor10Us
hıstory In the annals of Chrıistianıty ». Moreover, ıt; WaSs pomted 0out a the
Conference that a ]] Afrıcan people WeIeC lookıng LO the Apostolıic See of
St, ark help them establısh Afrıcan churches free from the influence of
imperlalıst M1SS1IONATIES »99

In terms of her SETVICE to Afrıca, the Coptıc Orthodox Church has offered
several scholarshıps LO Kthıopıan theologıcal students LO study a the Coptic
Theologıcal Seminary iın Abbassıyah. In 1966, four Kthıioplans WEeTe studyıng
91 the SemM1NarTY. In addıtıon, SINCE January 1966, the Coptie Orthodox
Church has establıshed the Patriarchal Centre for Kvangelısm 1n Cossıka
south of Maadı, where sixteen Sudanese students recelve theological traımıng.
'T’he TeCTtOTr of the Centre 1S Abünä Antünilüs 2  as-Durl1äan  &. the former lıbrarıan
of the Monastery of the SyrT1ans ın the Waädı n-Natrün. T'he teachıng 1S
offered ın KEnglısh an in Arabıc, SINCE 50% of the students ATe Kınglısh
speakıng. The instructors for thıs PrFOSTan ATrTe appomınted by the Pope an
include Bıshop Samuel, Dr Hakım Amin, Dr Zaher 1ad an Abünäa
Y ussef Abdou Y ussef. The hope 1s expressed that wıthın short tıme,
the fırst Coptıc evangelıstic, medıcal and agrıcultural m1ss10NATIES al1 be
sent into Afrıca LO take the place of the Amerıcan and Kuropean M1S-
S10NATIES.
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