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The Frıedsam Lubrary of St. Bonaventure University In Olean, New York!,
includes ıts holdings ONe manuscr1pt wrıtten 1n SDyr1aC an Karshunı1
an four manuscr1pts 1ın Arabıc. These ıtems were brought LO attention
whıle W as seekıng LO compıue checklhst of DYyTLaC manuscr1pts 1ın the
United States an Canada2. T’hrough Correspondence ıth Father Wıllam
Macomber, earned that there Was Maroniıte brevlary T St. Bona-
venture In LO request for addıtıonal ınformatıon, Yather
Irenaeus Herscher, O.F Lıbrarıan, kındly offered LO send a l] fıve
of the manuscr1pts In the collection LO which the SDyT1aC ıtem belongs3.
These manuscr1pts had not een deser1bed LO CONtent, an Father Herscher
asked for such informatıon A WOUuU be useful ın ıdentıfyıng them Although

do not read Arabıc, Was able SCeCUTE the SETVICES: of Mr John Davıd,
OT, Cantor for Saılnt Thomas Syrian Orthodox Church of S1011X City, Jowa,
an Rabbı Isaac Jerusalmı, Assıstant Professor of Bıble and Semıitiec
Languages 1 Hebrew Unıion College-Jewish Institute of Kelıgıon, Cinemnatı,
Oh10 T’hese gentlemen WeIe kınd enough LO translate the colophons an
enough of the CONTENTS indıcate the general nature of the Arabıec hterature.

Jarge number of manuscr1pts, Man y of them quıite sıgnıfıcant for research
> he uncatalogued an undeser1bed 1ın publıc an prıvate lıbrarıes
1ın thıs COUNTTY, an there 1s continumg eed for publıshed iınformatıon

these materı1als. The followıng descr1ptions ATe obvıously less than definıtive,
but they should make INOTE wıdely known SOTNEe of the Orijental
materıials avaılable for study 1ın but ONne American hıbrary.

Zip Code Number
description of thıs project WAaSs presented ın brief read before the Joint méeting

of the American Oriental Society and the Mıd-West Seection of the Society .of Bıblical Laiterature
1n Chicago April IX 1965 See, he Search for Syrlac Manuscripts America’, Journal of
the Merıcan Orzental Socrety, Volume 85, Number Z for 1966 preliminary checklist aAPPCAaIs
1ın LWwoO installments ın Orzentalıa Ohrıistiana Peruvodiuca, Volume 3 9 1966

Father Herscher has wrıtten 116 that the materı1als Came LO St. Bonaventure University
MOST. probably through Father Nemath Chemaly, Syr1an priest who died several| Ag
1n Olean The Friedsam Library Iso holds Persian manuscr1pts, informatıion which
INay be obtaıned TOmM WHather Herscher.
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SY RIAC AN MANUSCRIPT 14

T'hıs Maroniıute brevıary W as wrTrıtten K and CONTAINS PTayers for
the days of the week It NO CONSISTS of SIXTY ONe fohos 36Rn fohos ON

an eıght of the fırst N! foho eıght of the last INISSINS The
bındıng of thın dark brown leather Over cardboard Its leaves ave
unıformly rounded COTNEeTS N! 5/16 inches height aN! 1/8
inches 111 wıdth T’he aCoOoDıte SCT1PT apparently the work of ONe ser1ıbe
brown 1ın ıth headıngs an dıyısıonal markıngs red There AT

ılluımınatıons ruled lınes owe PO1INTS margınalıa 2,N' interlhınear COT-

rect10nNs occasıonally throughout the text T’here ONne column whıch
CONTtTAalINs 1 xXteen LO LWENTY lınes pPeI DPage Stalns apparently irom frequent
handlıng, an evıdences of oth WOTIN damage Al found several of
the fohos although the Lext I5 usually clear T’he fırst sectı10n Karshunı
ıth the SDYyTLaC text begınnıng folıo 7a Varıous lınes through the Text
AT a ISO wrıtten thıs lınguistic ashıon T'wo colophons Are Karshun1®
T'he fırst mMa y be translated :

Thıs order W as finıshed the fourteenth day of Nısan the yCal
1772 an the part W as wrıtten the day of the Messjah ] the
Festival by the lowest of 16015  a the prıest Marcus SO  S of
Kuyuns the fırst Mar Georgus of Glory (A0d forever

SE last, colophon Prayer whıch begıns fol10 61 b and incomplete
Prayer whiıich the prıest reCcCItes uDON the head of a VONE who qaske

that he PIaYy hıs behalf Lord (4+0d who spread hıs hand >Bal blessed
chıldren who Camne LO hım that he mıght PIay CONCECNINS them who
atretched hıs hand an blessed hıs dıscıples upPOoN Mount /10N, the
Mount of Olıves, and blessed them, an granted A LO hıs priests
that they mıght PIay

ARABIC ANUSCRIP

T’he smalllest, of the four Arabıe MAaNuUusSCT1PTS I5 book of Maroniıte OChrıstian
Prayers for specıal holıdays wrıtten 1832 It 41 / by 31/4 inches
and oun dark red eather oth the front N back of the bındıng
ave een artıstıcally an mınutely tooled each bearıng gold dıiıamond-

The iıdentificatıon numbers used here have een ar bitrarıly chosen by the present wrıter
and do not represent the catalogue designatıons of the Krıiedsam Liıbrary

Professor Jerusalmı examıned thıs manuscr1pt aN! Arabie Manuscript T’he translatıons
of these kKarshunı colophons made by hım
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shape desıgn Iın the center T’here AT NO eighty-sıx leaves of
or1g1ınal nınety, the fırst four fohlos MISSING. few leaves ATe attached LO
the insıde of the bındıng, and these the aAIne of Antoıine Y oussef
Mara an the yCarl 1896 ATre wrıtten 1n pencıled Arabıec. The scr1pt,
parently by ONe SCI1DE, 18 VeLY eat an clear, 1n brown ink, ıth 0ccasıonal
headıngs and words ın red Karshunı headıngs aD PEAI fohlos 132a and
61a 'T ’he 1s of g00d quality, but ama [l oth WOTLIN holes ATe 4T the
tOp of each folıo T’here 18 ONeE column of twelve lınes DE Page

table of contents, fıyve In length, aD PEAIS F the en of the
nuscr1pt. 'T’he fınal lıne the ast Page of the orıgınal wrıtıng StAates

In OW. hand, the sInner George Abraham, the fıfteenth
day of In the VCar 18392

Several follow whıich 1INOTEe recent hand has pencıled Varlous
ser1bblıngs and drawıngs of curved SWOTd.

ARABIC MANUSCRIPT

T‘’hıs manuscr1pt 1S book of predictions wrıtten ın 1885 The bındıng
of thın dark red eather OVerTr cardboard, crudely assembled. 1s inches
hıgh and 7/8 inches wıde. T’here ALl NO ONe hundred N! forty-three

olı0s8, but eleven leaves of the fırst quıre ave een torn O0ut% and
AleC mI1ssINg. The qu1ıres or1g1nally contaıned 42, 14, 16, 2 16 14, and

olı0s8, another evıdence of the haphazard INannerTr 1n whıch ıt. W as PUut
together. Follos 10b, 26b, an 27a AT blank, eXcept for pencıled border
of LWO Iınes whıch 1S found mMmOst of the other of the text The Im
1S black., eXCcepPT for feW headıngs 1ın purple. Throughout the text there
ATl everal charts, but ıllumınatıon Pase numbers. T’here 1S sıngle
column of eıg ht LO twelfve Iınes PEr Pase In the rıght hand COTNEeEeT

of the ast, eaf there 1S octagonal impresslon, measurıng ou 1/4
ınches In heıght by ou 3/4 of ınch 1ın wıdth

On the fırst fol10, whıch W as or1ginally blank, larger an later hand
has wrıtten out the Arabıe alphabet an numbers. Kolo 39 Carrıes the
statement that the 1S Youssef Murad of Zibdı The text begıns
folıo0 4a, an the tıtle StADES that ıt 1s ook of Predietions for fiındıng
Kverything 1ın the Name of the Mercıful (+0d » On the last, Page of the OT1-

gınal text 1S gıven the date of the fiıfteenth of N! the YCar 1855 On
LWO of the ast, four of the manuscr1pt, whıch WEeTIC or1g1nally blank,

later hand, apparently the SaIle that whiıich wrote the fırst leaf,
has wrıitten SOI1le instructions for the uUusSe of the book In makıng predıctions.
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ARABIC MANUSCRIPT

The thırd Arabıec ıtem contaıns SEeT1EeS of comments by OChrıistian author
VarTlOous asSpeCcts of hıfe, such doubt, fear, passıon, avarıce, freedom,

CONSCIENCE, and educatıon. It inches iın height aN!
inches 1ın wıdth an 1s bound by badly WOTN cardboard CO VeIrsSs The spıne
18 strıp of black eather. There Are eiıghty-nıne fohos ıth unıformly
rounded COTNEeEeTS. Several leaves ave een torn out from the front an
back T'he fırst of LwoOo flyleaves bears SOe Arabıec notatıons an few
French words, presumably translatıon. On the second flyleaf 18 wrıtten the
SDyTr1aC alphabet, ollowed by SOTINe notes 1ın Karshunı. The sixteen leaves
ın the fiırst quire Arl heavıer than that sed 1ın the Test, of the
manuscr1pt. T’he small, VOLY eat an usually clear scr1pt 18 In brown an
somet]ımes aCc ınk, ıth ONe column an wenty-three LO twenty-Iive
lınes peI pPage. Headıngs AT often placed wıthın elaborate des1gns. The

AT numbered In the outsıde COTNETIS, an ıncomplete table
of contents aPPCAIS T the en The last, numbered pPasge 1s 171 ote
the ast leaf, which 18 not numbered., refers brıefly LO the temporal » an

non-temporal » lending of° There 18 colophon.

ARABIC MANUSCRIP

'T’he largest of the of Arabıc documents, measurıng inches
ın heıght by inches ın wıdth, 18 undated Chrıistian book of StOTIES
In sıxteen parts The black cardboard COVeEeTS AT a ]] well WOTIN, but the
remaıns of floral desıgn 1n relhef AT sti|| diseern1ble. The black eather
strıp hıch SEeTV eS the spıne has S1X flowıng Nnes of gold runnıng OTI-
zontally, interspersed ıth fıyve small {loral-desıgn 1mpress1ons. The orıgınal
manuscr1pt to ave een rebound. T’he of the LEXT, much darker
than the INOTE recently added flyleaves, AIe dıscolored {rom frequent handlıng
an Man y of them ATe torn. T’here has een SOImINe reinforcıng, N! the
ave een numbered ıth heavy blue pencıl by quıte dıfferent hand
In addıtıon LO LWO leaves T the front an One folıo after the en of the
LEXT, added when the book W as rebound, there Art’e ONne hundred an ten
fohos of wrıting.

The openıng lınes ATe In red an StLAaTEe sımply, HKıirst Part In the Name
of the FKather, Son, an Holy Spırıt ». On folıo 03 the second part begıins,
and the remaınıng sect1ons SLDAaT fohıos 178 26a, JIaA, 39b, 463, 60b,
678, (2D, (98, 86b, 93b, 99b; and 105b Section ıfteen IS StOTY of the
Vırgın Mary.
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T'he text after the inıtıal headıng 18 ın brown ın DYy 91 least LWO hands,
and the restoratıons ATIC 1n black Iın by stall another ser1be. There 18 ONne

column, usually of wenty-one lınes DET Pasge The insıde front has
ONe lıne ın black 1ın T the vop an the last Page Carrıes ONe lıne 1n purple
ınk Several of the folıos sed 1ın the rebıindıng ave een torn 0out an AIe

MISSING. 'T'he fıirst half of the manuscr1pt 18 made of heavıer than that
of the last half, whıch 1s thın an of such POOTI quality that the ınk from
OnNne sıde shOows through the other T'he CeXT, however, (&  — be read wıthoaut
dıfficulty moOost Pase There 1S colophon®.

Pıctures of the manuscr1pts WeTe made by Beaty McDonald, Head of Photographic
Services, Morningside College.


