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W hen visıted the Coptic anchorıtes In the Inner Desert of the Wadi al-
KRayan, km south-west of the ()asıs of Fayyüm, Was told Dy Abüna
Matta al-Maskin, the hegoumenos of thıs laura, whıch he an hıs followers
had established ere, that theır princıpal authorıty for the spirıtual ıfe W as

neıther St Antony 1r St. Macarıus 1L an Y of the other well-known Coptiıc
Desert Fathers, but Isaac of Nıineveh, the Nestorian bıshop and ascete of
the century!. Apparently 19NOorTINS indıfferent LO the anathemas
pronounced agaınst the Nestorı1ans, the Coptic Desert Fathers of the Wadi
al-Rayäan wholeheartedly follow the spirıtual counsel of the Nestorjan AsS-

cete
T’he PUTrPDOSC of the followıng study 1S LO throw SOINE lıght uDON the rela-

tıonshıp of the Nestorjans LO the opts 1n Koypt from the IVth to the
X10 CENTUTY. Following brief ote Nestorius ın Koypt », chall
deser1be two dıstinet per10ds, whıch ATEe clearly disecern1ble. From the IVth
CENTUTCY ON Wwards, and especlally durıng the Ith CGENTUTY, discover
steady movement of Nestori1an monks to the Kgyptian Desert of Scetis.
Krom the VIILIEh to the CENTUTY, Nestorians gettled 1n ZypTU, Man y of
whom Came to the ıle Valley durıng the ’Abbäsıd Calıphate. Finally,
chall recall the several Coptic theologıans of the X I1ILLIth CENTUTY employed
for theır treatıses Nestorjan SOUTCGE materıal.

Nestorıius un 9yYP
Any study of the Nestorjans ın ZYP cannot 1gnore the fact that Nestorıus,

after whom they ATEe named spen the last of hıs lıfe ın banıshment
ıIn ZyP At the Same tıme ıt 1S quıte evıdent from our SOUTCES that Nes-
torıus’ exıle 1ın pper Koypt Was of importance whatsoever LO the sSub-
sequent mMovements of hıs followers to the Land of the ıle

Meinardus, T’he Hermits of the Wadı al-Rayan ), Studia Orzientalıa Ohristiana
(/ollectanea, AL 1966

Isaac of Nineveh Wa consecrated bishop by the (C'atholicos George 660-680 After
fıve months he wıthdrew LO hermitage and ater the Monastery of Rabban Sabür. Kor h1ıs

lıterary contributions, ef. Grat, 5 Pn (zeschıichte der OChristlichen Arabıschen Interatur. Citta
de]l Vaticano, 1944 Vol I‚ 436-44

It 18 not wıthın the D of thıs study LO disecuss whether Nestorius Was Was not Nes-
torlan.
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Nestorius of Germanıicı1a, Patrıarch of Constantinople from 4928 LO 431
A Was econdemned for heresy AT the I1IIrd “ecumenıical Councıl of Kphesus
ın 431 Immediately after hıs deposıtion, Nestorius wıthdrew into
prıvate lıfe ın hıs old Monastery of Kuprepius ear Antioch untiıl 435 Ä
when the Kmperor Theodosius }4 ordered hıs banıshment LO the Great ()asıs
of Hıbıs (al-Khargah) where he Was atil1 lıvıng 1ın 439 at the tıme
when Soecrates WTOTLE hıs Eecclesuastical Hustory At al-Khargah he Was taken
prısoner by the Blemmyes, who deported hım to Panopolıs (Akhmim), where
they set hım free (ca 450 Ä and exposed hım to urther persecutıons
from nbä Shanüdah, the champıon of Orthodoxy, who had also attended
the Counecıl of Kphesus. Nestorius Was taken LO Kılephantıne (Aswän), but
returned agaln LO Panopolıs In hıs Bazaar of Heracleides Nestorius o1Vves

full account of the Synod of Kphesus ın 44.9 known the Latroec-
n1um, and LO hbe of the proceedings al halecedon ın 451
and the banıshment of Dioscorus. According LO Sa‘ıd ıb Batrık, the Xth
CEeENTUTCYy Melkıte Patrıarch of Alexandrıa, the banıshment of Nestorius lasted
for 9 anı u 1-Makarım ınforms that Nestorius Was burıed
ın the cıty of Akhmim, where ıt; 1S saıd that when raın falls, 1t; oes not
desecend uDpOoN hıs tomb, because he Was the of the Councıl of Chalcedon

In Akhmim, Nestorius 1S forgotten an One knows the whereabouts of
the tomb of the Vth CEeNtUTY Patriarch of Constantinople.

The Nestorians N Hgypt from the IVtn LO VItnh Century
In spıte of the econdemnatıons of theır theology, Man y of the grea Nestorjan

Desert Fathers travelled LO Kgypt 1n effort LO learn from the Old Men
of the Desert of Scetis (Wadi n-Natrün) an! of Sınal. It AD DEAIS, therefore,
that 1 least for the Nestorian monks the urge LO emulate the Coptic Desert
Fathers transcended the christological consıderations, whıch led LO the
separatıon of the LWwO churches.

According to Nestorjan tradıtıon, Mesopotamıan monast]ıelsm had ıts
Or1g1n ın the and of the Copts ». St, Kugenius, who had COMEe from the
iısland called Ulysma (Qalüsmä 1Ss behlıeved LO ave SONE ıth seventy

Fakhry, Ahmed, T’he Necromolhs of el-Bagawat un Kharga ()asıs. Ca1ro, 1955
Ocrates, Keclesuiastical Hıstory. London, 1914, VIL, 29-34, 367-374

6 Kvagrius, HKeclesuiastıical Hiıstory. London, 1854, I’ 79 263-267.
Bethune aker, N estoruius anıd A18 Teachıng. Cambridge, 1908 Yor the full

text of the Bazaar of Heracleiudes, which 18 the Dologıa of Nestorı1us, ef. edition by Be
Paris, 1910, Nau, Nestorıius d’amnres des SOUTCES orıientales. 1911 Nestorius’ fragments
AT collected ın Loo{iIs, N estoriana. Halle, 1905

Kvetts, B E T’he OChurches anıd Monasterıes of Egypt and nerghbourıing counNntrıies
accordıng FO Abu Salıh the Armenuan. Oxfiord, 189  I, 239

L.e uez.



Meinardus114

followers LO Nıis1b1s, where he established MONasSter y IVth century),
an Milles, Bıshop of Ddusa, 1S saıd LO ave proceeded LO ZyYpP 1ın order LO

learn from the monks there11l, In fact, ıt 1s interesting LO ote that for the
later Nestorian histor1ans, ZYP ıth ıts Desert of Scetis W as the mMOst

ımportan place where theır Fathers could learn of the myster1es of the

angelıc lıfe », the monks referred LO the SUPTEHLG AHATEe of ascetiec dıs-

cıphıne. Thus, for example, St Kugen1us 1S supposed LO ave returned LO
the Desert of Scetis, where he went LO the Monastery of St Pachom1ius22.
The legendary nature of thıs tradıtıon 1S self-evıdent, SINCE there Was

monastery dedicated LO St Pachomius ıIn the Desert of Scetis. qsımı1lar
tradıtıon 1S assocılated ıth Rabban Sarlı, dıscıple of St; Kugen1us, wh Was

OSsSe wh entered the Kgyptian Desert ıth St Kugen1us!3.
By the Ith CENTUTY, eaT of Man y Nestorian monks, who travelled

LO ZypP ın order LO enter the desert lıfe ere Abraham the Great of
Kaskar 492-586 A  X ON of the early reformers of Nestorian monastıcısm,
went LO ZyYpP LO vısıt the holy anchorıtes of the desert, anı LO be hlessed

by the monks »14, and Rabban Bar A, discıple of the former, went

OWN LO the cıty of ZYP and dwelt ın the Desert of Seetis yı dıd Rabban

Haıa of Kaskar, another cCOoNteMPOTAaLY of T Abraham1e T’here 18

question that the MOStT desiırable spirıtual achıevement of the Ith CEeNtUrCY
Nestorian monks Was pılgriımage LO Jerusalem and LO ZYP Rabban
Hormizd endeavored LO follow the examples of the oTe Nestorian ascetes,
who egan theır Careel by makıng pılgrimages LO Jerusalem, the Jordan,
Sınal and the Desert of Scetis. At the ASEC of LWENTY, he qei, Out Journey
to g yYpt, where he wıshed LO become monk. On the road, however, he met

three monks of the Monastery of Bar A, who urged hım LO become
monk In theır mOoNnasterYy, and he did e} 17 Mar Abä the future Catholicos
of the ast 540-552 A  ); Was eacher In the School of Nısıbıs. In thıs

Addaı cher, 'hron1que de Seert, Historvre Nestorzenne Inedite. atr. Orzent. I
IT 1s generally agreed that: the IVth CeNtUury relationship of Egyptian monastıcısm ıth €eSOPO-
tamıa 18 highly mythological. CT Vö6ö6bus, Lies messalıens el les retormes Ade Barcauma Ae

Nısıbe AAMNS l’eglıse Pinneberg, 1947
1 S50o0zomen, HKececlesiastıical u1StOTY. London, 1955, Bk I , 1 © 4a

Chronique de Deert, 'atr Orzent }
hron1que de ert, 'atr. Orzent V, F

Chronique de ert, 'atr. Orzent. VM 41 Budge, E.A 0K of the (4+0vernOorS.

London, 1902, Vol I $ art, I? 180

Budge, T’he Hıstorıes of Rabban Örmiuzd the erS1ıan anıd Rabban Bar .
London, 1902 Vol { art I‚ 180

Chronique de Seert, atr Orzent X44 133 Chabot; B 9 Le Iwvure de la (hastete

Kome, 1896, No
Budge A.W T’he Histories of Rabban Örmizd he erSian and Rabban Bar 1,
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capacıty he visıted the Holy Land and Kgoypt!38. cContemporary of the
latter Was Maär Abraham of eth Nathpera (OT Nepthar) iın Adıabene 1
He LOO went tOo Jerusalem 208 LO Koypt, where he visıted ıth the saınts,
who inhabıte the deserts y. 20 ome of the Nestorian monks lıyed long
forty years“* In the Desert of Sscetis. Irue, the Nestorijan monks ın Secetis
WeItc few In Comparıson LO the Jarge number of Coptıc Desert Fathers
A% the Samıe tıme, 1t APPCAaIS strange that there 18 dırect evıdence of the
attıtude of the Coptıc monks towards Nestorianısm 1n general an theır
Nestorian brethren » ın partıcular. Monastıcısm In the Desert of Scetis
remaıned whole-heartedly the sıde of Cyril, and there 1S trace of
divısıon In the early h1ıstory of the Wäadi 'n-Natrün monasterlıes the
subject of monastıc1sm2?2.

The idealızatıon of the ascetic lıfe 1ın the Kgoyptian Deserts Was furthered
by the rapıd spread of Palladıus’ Lausıac Hıstory, versions of whıich exısted
1ın Dyr1aC from the Vth CENTUTCY onwards. So oTe W as the demand for thıs
gulde LO the ascetic lıfe, that 1ın the CENTULCY the monk Anan-186
compiuled ne  z translatıon?3. We ear of Rabban Yunan of Anbar, Mar
Yuhannäan of Bangal (OT (Jangal)?* an Rabban Cyprıan, who followed 1ın
the StEe of theır masters. About the latter ıt 18 reported that he WOILI-

shıpped T the STA VECS of the rıghteous and holy Antonıius an Pachomius
an Kvagrıus an Arsen1ius and Macarıus and Serapıon »25 Krom the sıght of
these holy INEN, who WeIC there N: from theır abours he gaıned good
Lype and example for hımself?26.

In tact, there Was nothıng INOTE desırable than LO iımıtate eveln SUTPAasSS
the Coptıc Desert Fathers 1n theır ascetic practices, aN! when Rabban Hudhwı
ounded the Monastery of eth Hale In the Desert of Hıra?”, ıt became
known As place where large numbers of monks qettled AsSs ın the Desert
of ZyP y2S

Peeters, Pı} Recherches d’ Hıslorre el Ade Philologıe Orzentales Brussels, 1951, Vol O®
126
f Fıey, Assyrıe OChretienne. Beyrouth, 1965 Vol. UL, 191-217 Graf, G,

O CRa Vol I7 44
hron1ıque de Deert, 'atr Orzent. VAL
T’he forty-years’ stand for long but complete period.
KEvelyn -Whiıte T’he Monasteries 07 the WÄddi ’n-Natrün. New York, 193  Zg Vol IT

233
Graf, G 9 C: Vol I, JOT, 383
Chabot, 0 4l NO 4
' T’he Desert of Scetis was generally identified ıth the sıte of the EMETSCHNCEC of Coptic

monastıcısm. Indeed, ıt 1s MOST unlikely, that, the Nestorıan Fathers EeEVerLr went far south
T’abennesı the Wadı al-“ Arabah.

Budge, E.A o0k 0} (7+0VEerNnNOrTS. Vol I ’ 585-6, 615
A F1ey, O' CL,, Vol I‚ 102

Chronique de Seert, atr Orient,. XIL1L1,
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After the Arab Conquest ın the CEeNtUrY, the enthusı1asm As well
the opportunıties of the Nestorian monks LO retaın theır spirıtual CONTACTS
ıth the Coptic Desert Fathers decreased, an 111e eTa of Coptic Nesto-
man relatıons emerged ıth the concentratıon of slamıec N an prestige
1ın Baghdäd.

T’he Nestorıans un Egypt from the VIILIth LO Century
Wıth the establıshment of the ‘Abbäsıd Calıphate 1n Baghdäd ın 750 A

Jarge numbers of Mesopotamı1ans invaded and remaıned In ZypP Irue,
large portions of the ‘Abbäsıd ArDLY, whıch had pursued Marwän I1 iınto
pper ZypPt, returned after theır victory LO the Kast ; yert, between 750
an! 812 the gOVETNOIS of Kgypt Came rule fIrom the Kast, an
faır proportion of them WeIec Persjans Baghdä an Mesopotamıa), hlıke
Abü ‘A  un an Harthamat ıbn A‘yan and others. According LO al-Kındi,
erTe WeTITe irequent arrıyals of LLOOPS durıng the ‘Abbäsıd Calıphate, an
these LLOOPS In ZypP ould ave formed colonıes hlıke the Khuräsänıan
colonıes 3T (Jaırawäan Baghäyah 1ın North Afrıca??®.

In Comparıson LO the Jacobıtes an the other Christian COoMMUN1ONS, the
Nestorians WEeTe hıghly respected by the ‘Abbäsıd calıphs. And although
the Nestorian Catholicos longer accompanıed the Persıan armıes 1n
the days of Chosroes?®°, the Nestorjan Catholıcos, who had the rıght of
residence 1n Baghdäd, Was the recognized offiejal head of a{ ] Chrıistians 1ın
the Empire31, During the mıddle of the VILIth CENTUY, oTe@ number of
Nestorjans miıgrated from Babylon an from Assur LO 2y p*t, an ıt Was 2%
thıs tıme, that Mar Abäa u 741-752 A appomted bıshop LO ave charge
of the Nestorian residents In Kıgypt332. T'he fact that the Nestorian communıty
1n Koypt Was not only but 3,180 vocal 1S reflected 1ın Synodıical
Letter, which Murgqgus 1, the A49th Patrıarch of Alexandrıa 799-819 A  },
sent LO Uyriacus, Patriıarch of Antıoch, remıindıng hım of a ]] the heretics116  Meinardus  After the Arab Conquest in the VIIth century, the enthusiasm as well as  the opportunities of the Nestorian monks to retain their spiritual contacts  with the Coptic Desert Fathers decreased, and a new era of Coptic - Nesto-  rian relations emerged with the concentration of Islamic power and prestige  in Baghdäd.  C. The Nestorians in Egypt from the VIIIth to XIIth Century  With the establishment of the ‘Abbäsid Caliphate in Baghdäd in 750 A.D.,  large numbers of Mesopotamians invaded and remained in Egypt. True,  large portions of the ‘Abbäsid army, which had pursued Marwän II into  Upper Egypt, returned after their victory to the East; yet, between 750  and 812 A.D. the governors of Egypt came as a rule from the East, and a  fair proportion of them were Persians (Baghdäd and Mesopotamia), like  Abü ‘Aün and Harthamat ibn A‘yan and others. According to al-Kindi,  there were frequent arrivals of troops during the ‘“Abbäsid Caliphate, and  these troops in Egypt would have formed colonies like the Khuräsänian  colonies at Qairawän Baghäyah ın North Africa?®.  In comparison to the Jacobites and the other Christian communions, the  Nestorians were highly respected by the ‘“Abbäsid caliphs. And although  the Nestorian Catholicos no longer accompanied the Persian armies as in  the days of Chosroes®, the Nestorian Catholicos, who had the right of  residence in Baghdäd, was the recognized official head of all Christians in  the Empire?, During the middle of the VIIIth century, a great number of  Nestorians migrated from Babylon and from Assur to Egypt, and it was at  this time, that Mär Äbä II (741-752 A.D.) appointed a bishop to have charge  of the Nestorian residents in Egypt??. The fact that the Nestorian community  in Egypt was not only numerous but also vocal is reflected in a Synodical  Letter, which Murqus II, the 49th Patriarch of Alexandria (799-819 A.D.),  sent to Cyriacus, Patriarch of Antioch, reminding him of all the heretics ...  and of the impure Council of Chalcedon, as being the cause of doubt through-  out the world, and abjured the sect of Nestorius, composed of the new Jews?3,  29 Guest, Arthur R., “Relations between Persia and Egypt under Islam up to the Fatimid  period’ in T.W. Arnold and R.A. Nicholson (eds.) 4 Volume of Oriental Studies presented to  E.G. Browne. Cambridge, 1922, p. 166.  30 Catholicos Sabarye&ü I (596-604 A.D.) accompanied the Persian Army to pray for its  success. Vine, Aubrey R., The Nestorian Churches. London, 1937, pp. 67, 126.  31 Hitti, Philip K., History of the Arabs. London, 1963, p. 355.  32 Ishaq Armala, As-Surjän fi l-qutr al-misri, quoted by Strothmann, R., Die Koptische  Kirche in der Neuzeit. Tübingen, 1932, pp. 64-65.  38 Evetts, B.T.A., ‘The History of the Patriarchs of the Coptic Church”, Patr. Orient. X,  p- 409.and of the impure Councıl of Chalcedon, being the ofdoubt through-
out the world, and abjured the sect of Nestorıus, composed of the N6  Z Jews33,

Q Guest, Arthur R, “Relations between Persıia an ZypP ıunder siam to the HFatımıd

per10d’ In 4S Arnold an Nıcholson (eds Volume 0} Orzental Studries mnresented
Browmne. Cambridge, 1922, 166
Catholicos dabaryesuü 596-604 A.D.) accompanıed the ersian Army LO Pray for ıts

SUCCESS. Vıne R $ 'T’he N estorıan Ohurches. London, 1937, 6 9 126

Hıttl, Philıp K Hıstory of the Arabs London, 1963, 355
Armala, As-Surjän f qutr al-mısri, quoted by R.; IDre Komptische

Kırche vn der Neuzeıt. übıngen, 193  Z  A 64-65
ve "The Hıistory of the Patriarchs of the Coptic Church’‘, 'atr Orzent X‚
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noteworthy StOTYy of the Nestorian communıty 1n Kgypt ın the early
part of the 1Xth CENTUTY 18 recorded by Bar Hebraeus certaın Inan of
the Nestorıians, who went to Kgypt saıth CONCErNINS thıs Gabrıel, Phy-
A1C1AaN ‚34 a he Jacobites make mock of Nestorius In Kgypt, an: they
heap sStONeEeSs hıs STAVE, an they Sa y that raın alleth upOoN 16,
an that ıt 1S burnt by wrath ‘And thıs Nestorjan took letter from the
Calıph to the (+0vernor of ZypP askıng hım to send to hım the bones of
Nestorius 1n coffin to Baghdäd, he wıshed LO bury them 1n the church
of Khöke One of the Nestorian monks, wıshıng LO TEINOVe dısgrace from the
people of hıs distriet an ShOW that ıt Was not the of Nestorius whıich
Was mocked an! stoned by the Jacobıtes Sald : “One of the holy Apostles
sa1d LO 1ın dream of the nıght; T'hıs 18 mıstake. The bones of Nestorius
AT not there, and,9 INnan knoweth hıs And 1n thıs WI1Se
(Aabrıel the physıcıan delayed ın bringing the bones from Koypt35

Theologıical ell non-theologıical actors led LO Increasıng tensıons
between the LWwWO communıtıes, much that the word Nestorıian » Was

econsıdered derogatory term, whıch the Copts even employed ın theır
denuncıatıons of the Chalcedonıjans83®. 'T’he Nestorjians WEeTeE condemned for
splitting the Person of Christ, accusatlıon, whıch 1ın the CYES of the Mono-
physıtıc opts also applıed LO the Byzantınes.

An addıtıonal 1eAaSoOonNn for the ıll-fealıng of the opts owarTds the Nestorjans
Was due LO the Man y Nestorıans, who WeTe engaged 1n the SEeTVICE of the
oppressıve government. Thus, for example, Lazarus, malıgnant heretie
of the Nestorian sect, Came LO Koypt tLO demolısh the Church of St Menas
at Mareotis (Maryüt).3” He robbed the church of ıts marbles an unequalled
pavement, whıch WEeEeIC sed for the construct.ion of al-Mu’tasım’s Gausaqg
al-Khäganiı In Samarra38. It 1s ımpossıble for LO estıimate the influence
of the estorl]lans 1ın the local ‘A bbäsıd government 1n Kustät. We NOW
that, 1n the days of al-‘Aziz 975-996 A  X ONe of the Wazirs Was Ya  B  qu
1b Kıllıs, converted Baghdäd Jew, whıle nother ONe Was Ibn Nestorı1us,

OChristian3®. At the SaIlle tıme, ear that ‘]s83, the SON of Nestorıius,
Was kılled ın ZYypU, and that ere Was appomted 1n hıs place Copt40,

(G(Gabriel iıbn Bakhtishü‘ 8 30) W as the court physicıan of Haruüun ar-Rashid, a [
Ma’ mün an the Barmakıds

SC T’he Chronography of Gregory bü’l-Faran, commohly (L Bar Hebraeus,.
Liondon, 193  Z  2 124

Already In the Vth CENTtUTY, the Chaleedonıians WETC called Nestorilans by the Copts,
Apophthegm. atr Phocas I‚ quoted by Kvelyn Whiıte, 68t., . 0

Kvetts, B ' CH.; atr. Orzent,. X" 512-514
Creswell, Harly M uslım Archatecture. London, 1940, Vol &1: D

Lane-Poole, Stanley, T'he Story 0} (Jarro. London, 1906, 12
Budge, E.A 0D. Cib., p. 180
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ere 18 doubt that Man y Mesopotamı1ans settled ın and around Ca1ro,
whıich 1s iılustrated by the StOTY of partısan of al-Muntasır, who had
fled LO gyp ın disgulse, but fındıng that there WeTe Man y people of

Baghdäd In Kustät, dıd not feel safe from beıing detected 1ın the town 41

mong the Persjans. who visıted settled 1ın 2y pPTt, <hall ote only
few Abuü Nuwäs, poet T the court of Harün ar-Rashi1id, visıted ZyYP 1ın
805 Abd al-Malık ıb Hıshäm, natıve of Basrah an the author of

well-known of the Prophet, died 2 Fustät 1n 833 Ahu 1-Hasan
Ali €  al-Mas  u  d  &; the Herodotus of the Arabs, an natıve of Baghdäd, dıed
ın Fustät ın 956 A.D.122

It 1s ın thıs ontext that c<hould place the large Nestorian MOoNaster y
south of (Jalro and aituated ıIn the viıcınıty of al-Adawıyah Munyat
Sudäan T’he MONaSteErYy contaıned arge church, of whıch the architectural
features remaıned visıble until the X ILIth cCentury. T'he A PSC, however.
Was turned ınto Kıblah, an! above 1t; there 1TOSeEe lofty mınaret, an around
it. the chambers whıich belonged LO the monks WEeTe inhabiıte: by Muslıms.

According LO ’l-Makarım, S: change took place durıng the calıphate
of al-Häkım (  143 Numerous Nestorı1ans, includıng monks, must ave
ollowed ın the general m1gration of Mesopotamı1ans from the banks of the

Euphrates an Tigr1s to the banks of the Nıle, and the Nestorian settlement
In (Jalro Was unquestionably ımportan communıty, which, Aas ave

pointed 0UT, Eeven had ıts OW. bıshop. Amr ıbn Matta ıbn Behnam\4#4 wrıtıng
RN AR

1ın the CENTUTCY informs that the Catholicos ‘Awd150 I63-I08
A consecrated Solomon bıshop of Koypt T'he Catholicos Yuhanna
ıb Näzü (  ) promoted the Bıshop of ZyYpP LO the archıep1scopacy
of Persıa, and the Catholicos Khas (  —  ) transferred the Metropolıtan
of Hulwän LO the See of ZYP SawrTIıso Zambür 111 (  ) consecrated
John, Bıshop of Had  ita, LO the archiep1scopacy of ZYypt, aN! the Catholicos
Awd  u A  1S0  WD al-‘Arıd (  5-1  ) transferred Mark, the Archbıishop of ZYyp*U,
LO the see of Damascus. 45

Durıng the IXth CENTtUTY, Coptic Patrıarch had publıcly reaffirmed the
condemnatıon of the heresy of the Nestorji1ans46. About LWO hundred
later, the Nestorian influence ın ZYP Was stall StrONS enough LO

El-Mukafa’ah, quoted by A Guest, loc. crt.
Guest, 0D. Cıb., p. 173.
Krvetts, - T’he Churches and Monasterıes 07 QyYPL, eLC. , 139

Grai, O' CH., Vol i Y  er

AÄAZzı1Zz, Pıerre, Statistique ınedıte de ’ Ancıenne Eglise Chaldeo-N estorıenne Beyrouth,
1909,

46 CT Note 3
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nbäa Siäwiruüs ıb al-Mukaffa’, Bıshop of al-Ashmunaıin, LO COM DOSE
futatıon of the Nestorjans47.,

Kor the SIZe of the Nestorian communtıy 1ın Koypt durıng the Ith CENTUTY,
ave certaın data provıded by the Statıstuque Inedate de ’ Ancıenne

Eglise Chaldeo-N estorienn48. It should be noted, however, that thıs text
chould not be consıdered rehable and aCccurate SOUTCE of iınformatıon,
1n far L least the data pertamıng to the numbers of famıhes ın the

respectıve localıtıes APPECAL LO be exaggerated. According LO the Statıstuque
Inedate, ere resıded In 1015 ın (alro metropolıtan ıth three sulfragan
bıshops, forty-seven prıests, 306 clerks and 7,500 famıll1es49. Hor Alexandrıa,
the Sarmıe SOUTCE hıstes Nestorian metropolıtan, LWwoO suffragan bıshops,
twenty-three prıests, eıghty clerks an 4,025 famıhles. One bıshop, ıfteen
prıests an forty-I1ive clerks AaATEe also hlisted for the KFayyum, though In thıs
Case the author confesses that that the ogreatest number of Nestorians of
thıs Provınce aclhere LO the Coptic rıte after havıng surrendered theır esSTO-
r1an tenets, whiıle the remaınıng Nestorjians had embraced al-Is1äm®?9 WHor
the City of Rashid, bıshop, twelve prıests an thırty-sıx clerks AT assıgned.
Moreover, the of the Nestorian church 1s g]1ven AsSs that of Peter
an Paul

The CENTULCY marTks definıte turnıng pomt 1n Nestor1an-Coptic
relatıons In far AsSs the Nestorian communıtıes ın Koypt and especlally In
(alro decrease ın numbers an fınally EvVen dısappear. 'T’hıs development 1S

clearly reflected by the events whıch ATEe recorded ın econnectıon ıth the
Nestorian Monastery of St George. Durıiıng the CENTUTY, the Nestorjan
Monastery of St George Iın the distrıiet of al-Habash51 ear the Well of the

Steps Was restored by Shaıkh ü l-Fada 1L, the Nestorıan, who Was Inown
AsSs the physıcıan of the trıbe of al-‘Azamiyah. I W as renewed 1n excellent

style, and there WeTe ere Man y Nestorian monks When al-Amır 1102-
1130 Was informed of thıs restoratıon, he issued decree agaınst
Fad  a  A)2  ıl and qe1zed a{{ hıs; and the decree remaıned 1n force until the

Calıph had buılt MOSYUE wıthın the monastery®®. Wıth the selzure of the

Arzırz Suryal Atıya, V assa AD al-Masih, OB KHS urmester,
Hiıstory O7 the Patrıarchs of the HKgyptian Ohurch. Cai1ro, 1948, Vol I B 164

CT, ote 4.5
Kor Ca1ro, four Nestorian churches Ar listed The Church of St. .Moses the Ethioplan,

the Church of St. Elias, the (‘hurch of the T welve Apostles an the C'hurch of the Assumption
of the Holy Virgin

Azız| CD
Casanova, B HKssar de reconstructıon topographique de Ia Dı d’ ALl-Foustät Maısr

ın Memoirres de ’ Institut Trancars d’ Archeologıe orıentale du (/arre, I7 ON

At the Monastery of S atherıne ın Sinal, and f the onastery of St. Menas in the

Desert of Mareotis MOSYUES verTe built wıthın the monastery walls, an the monks remaıned
In the respectıve monasteries.
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monastery by the Muslıms, however, the monks disappeared®3, 'The land.
whıch Was attached LO the MOoNasSter y Was farmed by Abü’l-Barakät 1b
Kıt  mah, the Jacobite ser1be. The MONastery Was eMPtYy and deprived of
lıturgıes and prayers. One of the stewards of Kıtämah lıved there 1ın garden,
but the prıest Y üsül, the Nestorıan, gaıned possession of 16, an let the and
LO Muslıms, aNn! sold the STOTY of the church T Mısr, includıng the
bake-house., and let mMOost of the property ıth whıich the Nestorjan churches>4
WeICcC endowed 1 low rents LO the Muslıms for long per10ds. There ATe

Nestorians ıth hım, but they hlıve 1n the KHast, an! In ZYP erTe AT e

few In number an of low class.
The Nestorian Monastery Came ınto the possess1ion of the opts durıng

the patrıarchate of nba Murqus 1b Zar‘ah (1166-1189), who made ıt

patrıarchal an dedicated the church ın ıt; to St Philotheus of Antıoch.
The church Was solemn1y opened and the hıturgy Was celebrated 1ın ıt
the 16th of AmsSsir &99 1180). T’hıs change of ownershıp took place
because Nestorians wWerTe®e left 1ın Mısr, except ON LWO men T'hıs
informatıon 18 of iınterest 1n far that the mMOoNaster y 1 Bırket al-Habas,
immedıately east of al-Fustät, must ave SUTVıved the burnıng of al-Fustät
In ] 16856

According LO the repOort of Nicecolo of Poggıibonsı 1346), the Nestorjans
still owned church In the CENTULY 1n Damıletta ext LO the Church
of the Franks ın Damıiıetta, AT told, there Was the Church of St. Mary,
whıch Was held by the Nestorians®”. T'he Nestorıi1an settlement ın Damıetta,
however, consısted probably largely of merchants, and thıs communıty ought
LO hbe SeEECI1 wıthın the ontext of the Nestorian dıasporae throughout the
Middle ast WHor example, 1n amagusta (Cyprus) Nestorians qettled
refugees from the Holy Land durıng the Lusıgnan dynasty® an the Nes-
tor]1ans ın Cyprus ATe mentjioned ıIn the correspondence of the X 4A116R CENtUrCYy
Popes Honorıus 111 and Gregory 4 X52 Durıiıng the X I1LIth an!
CENTUTY, there WEeTeEe Man y Nestorians 1n Cyprus, that the island constituted

diıocese of the Nestorian Church depending uDON the Nestorian archbıshop

Kvetts, A 9 T’he OChurches and Monasterıes of Egypt, eic., 134
ese could have een the Nestorıian churches mentioned ın the Statıistique Inedite, cf note

Evetts, B} C., D 135
öl Lane-Poole, Stanley, Hıstory o} IYP un the Middle Ages. London, 1925, 184
57 Bellorin1ı, anı oade, (eds.), Fra 1ccolo 07 Poggibonst Voyage Beyond the

Seas. Jerusalen, 1945, 1

effery George, Deserıption 0} the Hıstoruc Monuments of Uyprus Cyprus, 1918, 103

rıe, Hıstouvre Ade "rle de Chypre SOUS le regne des DTINCES de la MALSON de Lusıqnan.
Parıs, 1855, Vol 1, 655
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of Jerusalem®°, and travellers recorded the of the Nestorians 1ın
Uyprus atıl] In the mıddle of the century®,

N estorıan T’heolograns unN Coptuc LT’heology
We mMa y AaASSu me that by the en of the CENTUrCY the Nestorian

communıty 1ın Ka ypt had decreased LO SMa mınor1ty ıth INOTe than
few merchants ın Alexandrıa, Damuietta, Ras  1 an Calro. At the Same

tıme, ıt 18 ınteresting LO ote that the Nestorjan theologıcal lıterary influence
upOoN the Coptıc theologıans of the X IILIth CENtULCY Was quıte remarkable
Several of the medıaeval Coptic theolog1ans WeTe not only acquaınted ıth
but also rehed upDOoN an employed Nestorijan OUTCES Iın theır treatıses.
As-Safi ab  n  1-Fadä ıl ıb al-‘Assäl, the eldest of the three brothers ALILLth
century), compıled collecetion of EXCETPtS of patrıstıc wrıtings, 1n which he
he inceluded the thırty-Iıve chapters monastıc ıfe by Isaac of Nıneveh6®2.
AlI-Mu’taman abıu Ishäq brahim ıb al-‘Assal, the yYyOUNSEI step-brother of
as-Safı and of Hıbatallah, wrTote monumental Lheologıca for the
Coptıic Church entitled Magjmü sl ad-dın MAasmMÜü mahsül al-yaqın®3, In
whıich he appealed to Man y Nestorian theologıans. Foremost these theo-
logıans wWere the IXth CENTUTY theologıan Hunaın ıb Ishäq®4, Israel, Bıshop
of Kaskar J1Äth century), %® Abü’l-Farag ıbn at-La1yıb al-‘Iraqi,
wh served patrıarchal secretary under Yuhanna 1b Nazuk AXL1th
century)®, hıs Contemporary Klıas of Nısıbıs, Metropolitan of Mosul6®7,
Yuhannä al-Antaki, pupıl of Yuwanıs ıb Butlan XIth century)®8, the

CENTUTY systematıc theolog1an Märi ıb Sulaıman®?, an the X I1I1tEh
CENTUTY apologıst Ammar al-Basr170. Ibn Kätıb (Jaısar, ONe of the most
ımportant Coptıc exegetıcal scholars sed for hıs Commentary of the
Apocalypse the Paradıse of Christianıty by the Ith CEeNtUrYy Nestorian
phılosopher Abül-Farag allah ıb at— Ta1ıyıb al-‘Iraq171, who also
provıded SOUTCGE materıja|l for the compılatıon of Canon Law by the Coptıc
theologıan Faragallah al-Akchmimz AXILLth century)?2.

Jeifery, George, O CMl., 147
61 (3 bham C Excerpta Uyprria Cambridge, 1908, 143, 148, et  Q

Gra{i, G ’ C4., Vol %, 397
1 bıd., 410
[ bıd., 122, 128
1 bud., 156
I bıd., 160

67 [ bıd., ET
68 1 bıd., 194-195

1 bıd., 200-202
[ bid., 210
I bıd., 163, 381
I bıd., 164, 4977 if
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Wıth the declhne of Nestorianısm throughout the Kast, also the Nestorian
anı influence ın Koypt deecreased an Linally dısappeared. To-day,

there ATEe Nestorjans 1n Koypt, although haldaean Catholie Patrıarchate
ın Caıro W as ounded 1n 1891 DYy Ehas Aboulyyounam thanks LO the finan-
c1al gassıstance of Mme Helene al-Baghdadıyah and Veuve Antoılne Bey ‘Abd
]1-Masih of Baghdäd C T’he haldaean Catholıc Patriarchate 1S sıtuated T

Sharıa Kamel Sıdkı Pasha 2R aggalah, Calro. One enters the Patrıarchate
through court-yard 1n which 1s atuated the Cathedral Church of St Antony
the (Great T ’hıs church, whıich 1S artıstıcally and archıtecturally unınteresting,
Was constructed ıIn 1896 Sınce 1960, monks of the Order of the FPreaching
of St ark inhabıt the Patrıarchate. In addıtıon LO thıs church, there 1S
the haldaean Church of Our Lady of YHatıma Al Sharıa Nüzha ın Hehopolıs.
Though the church 1S served by priıests of the haldaean rıte, Divıne Liıturgies
ATe celebrated alternately accordıng LO the Latın, haldaean and Coptıc
rıte74.

Meinardus, O 9 OChristian LgyDpi Ancıent (NA Modern. Ca1lro, 1965, 409
I bıd., 233._.9234
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Note the Nestorıi1ans ın Jerusalem
We ave mentioned that‘ ın the 1Ith CceNtUrY Man y Nestorian monks

travelled ACTOSS the Fertile Crescent 1ın order LO vısıt the Coptıc monks of
the Desert of Seetis. As ımportant AsSs thıs monastıc school » Was for the
Nestorian Fathers, yer, 1ın Man y WaYyS, Jerusalem ıth ıts Holy Places

surpassed ın spirıtual sign1ıf1cance the Kgyptian Desert, an MaYy be

justified In assumıng that Ose monks, who entered the Desert of Secetis
also visıted the Holy Land iın general, and Jerusalem 1ın partıcular. About
qeveral of the Nestori1an Fathers { 1s explicıtly stated that they went LO

Jerusalem. At the Same tıme, however, there must ave een Man y E
110 US monks, whose SUPTEMLE hope an expectatıon W as fulfilled, when,
after long wanderıngs ACTOSS the desert, they could behold the sacred q1tes
of the Holy City

We ATe told ou Rabban Sımeon of Kaskar, that he visıted the banks
of the Rıver Jordan! Rabban Haıa of Kaskar, contemporary of Maär

Abraham, went LO Jerusalem, and uDON hıs return buıllt mMmOoNastery In
the vicınıty of Kaskar:?. Rabban Bar 1dtä 1s aa1d LO ave wandered OU
the oun of Olıves3, and coNcern1ıng Rabban Cyprıan ıt 1S recorded that
he went LO Jerusalem an worshipped ın a‚ I1 the Holy Places, includıng the

place where Ohrıst W as baptızed 1ın the Rıver Jordan, the Temple, ((olgotha,
the Holy Sepulchre, the pper Room and the Mount of Olives4. Rabban
Abraham of äth athpera went LO Jerusalem hıs WaYy LO Koypt®, and
Mar Ahba visıted the Holy City ıIn the COUISE of hıs wanderıngs through
the Mıddle Hast. (Jreece aN! Constantinople®. Rabban ‘Anän ( mmm  >N the VIlth

CENTUTY translator aN! edıtor of Palladius’ Lausıac Hıstory, went fırst LO

Jerusalem an! from there LO Koypt”, Ral Rabban ama, ON of the C OMN-

temporarıes of <Oo  >M YaW 1 the School of Nısıbıs, went S6h Mar Baba‘ from
Nısıbıs LO Jerusalem8.

HKrom the correspondence of YAW 111 of Adıabene ıth the Nestorian

communıty ın Jerusalem mMa y infer that 1ın the mıddle of the

TON1quUeE de Seert, atr. Orzent AL E

hron1que de ert, atr. Orıent. X; 133

Budge Y T'he Hiıstorıies of Rabban Örmizd the 2rSLaNn and Rabban Bar °Tdta“

London, 1902, Vol IL 180
Budge, ook of the (70vernOrTS. London, 1902 Vol I, 584

Chronique de Seert, 'atr. Orvent.., VIIL,
Kıdd, T’he Churches of Kastern Christendom. London, 1927, 03

Budge, BA& CW., Vol I: 1743725

Chron1ique de Seert, atr. Orzent., XCTAL, 26
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CENTUTY distinet Nestorjan communıty ex1ısted 1n the Holy City? In fact
CGhibbon speakıng of the per10d from 638 LO 1099 refers LO the Man Y
pılgrıms from the Kast and West, who continued LO vısıt the Church of the
Holy Sepulchre, and mentions that the Greeks, Latıns, Nestorl1ans, etc
maıntaıned theır chapels, theır clergy and the POOT of theır respectıve
communıties10, Prior to 739 the Nestorians possessed mMmOoNnNastery
the Mount of Olıyes11.

Kor that matter, AsSs poınted out above, the Nestorjans LO ave held
privileged posıtıon the Chrıistian “natıons’ durıng the first few

centurıes after the rah Conquest. ome ıfteen after the capture of
Damascus, fınd Nestorian bıshop wrıting : T’hese Arabs, to whom
(+0d has g1ven ın OUT tıme the domınıon Lıght not agaınst the Chrıistian
relıg10n, NAaY, rather they defend OUT faıth, they reVeIC OUT priests an
saınts, and they make g1fts LO OUT churches an monasterles »12.

In the beginnıng of the 1Xth CENTUTY, the Catholicos Timothy (78-819
A establıshed ın Jerusalem Nestorian epıscopal See, whıich Was wıthın
the eccles1astical Jurısdietion of the Metropolıtan of Damaseus!3. It was
durıng thıs tıme, that Nestorian monks lıyed ın the Jordan Valley, 1S
evıdent Iirom the d1SCOVerYy of the ru1lns of Nestorjan hermiıtage between
Jericho and the Rıver Jordan. T‘hıs s1te must ave een occupıed bYy Nesto-
ran monks about the IXth CeNtUrYy, Ca  w be tentatıvely deduced from the
inser1ption of the MOSsSAaIlC. Owıng LO ıts S1Ze an secluded sıtuatıon, ıt. could
not ave een INOTEe than hermitage14,

It Was most unfortunate colncıdence that ın the demolıtion of the famous
Shrine of St. Menas ın Mareotis 1ın the IX+th CENTUTY ell ıIn the de-
molıtion of the Church of the Resurrection 1ın Jerusalem 1009 durıng the
reıgn of al-Häkım, the Nestorjans played decıdedly UuNSsSavouUry roles. In the
Case of the Jatter, Nestorjan Chrıstian, known Ibn Sirin. wrote the
letter for the demolıtion of the Church to the wäli The chroniıcler informs
usSs that Ibn S TIn d1ed sufferıng from intense gu1lt account of hıs deed15.

As Luke correctly pomted 0OUT, OUTr knowledge of the Nestorians Iın
Jerusalem 1s by far scantıer than that of ANY of the other Chrıistian GOIN-

Chronique de S  eert, atr Orzent., AULL, 335
Gibbon, T’he Dechmne N all of fhe Roman Empıre London, W Vol L 184

11 Baramki, D an Stephan, SN A Nestorjan Hermitage between Jericho
an the Jordan’, ODAP, L 1935,

1: De Goeje, > Memoirre SUT In conquete de Ia SYrie yden, 1900,
Chabot (ed ), Uhronique me Miıchel le Syrien. Parıs, 1905 5592
Baramki an Stephan, C: p. 8

159 Arziz Suryal Atıya, Y assa. "Abd al-Masih, O.H KHS-Burmester, Hıstory of the Pa
iriarchs 07 the Egyptiian OChurch. Ca1ro, 1945, Vol 1, 11, 194
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mun1o0ns ın the Holy City16, and yet, mäny of the med1ıaeval pılgrıms noticed
theır an hısted them the ‘natıons’. who WeTe represented
1ın Jerusalem and especlally ın the Church of the Resurreection. Johann VO  w

W ürzburg 1165 merely lısted the Nestorjans OnNne of the Man y 1ın
Jerusalem1?7, whiıle Jacques de Vıtry 4 580); who also notıced the Nestorians,
disecussed 1n detaiıl theır heretical tenets18 Burchard of oun 102 1285
mentıjons among the Varlous comMmMunNnloNsS 1ın Jerusalem the Nestorjans and
the Jacobites, and the like ATe named after certaın heretics, who WeTe

ONGCGE theır chlefs19».
The Statıstuque Inedate de ” ancıenne Eglise (C'haldeo-N estorzenne INeN-

t10ns?9, that ıIn the latter part of the X ILIth CENTUTCY the Nestorjans had
metropolıtan ın Jerusalem21 named Peter of eth (+armai?? ıth four auffra-
gan bıshops Mar Gabrıel of Aleppo, Mar Michael of Persıa, Mär Yuhannän
of med (Dıyarbakır), an Mar Ya  E  qu of Nısıbıs. Four Nestorjan churches
ATEe hlısted for Jerusalem 'T’he Church of St James the Apostle, whıch to-day
belongs to the Armen1ans, the Church of John the Baptıst, the Church
of the Transfiguration and the Church of the Assumptıion of the Holy
Virgim?3, Amr ıbn Matta ıb Behnam?4 relates that Abraham, Metropolıtan
of Jerusalem, assısted ın the consecratıon of the Catholicos Yahwäliäha 111
In 128125

Nıccolo of Poggıbonsı (  ) IS the first Kuropean traveller LO provıde
ıth the exact data LO the sıtes of the Nestorjians 1ın the Church of

the Resurreecetion. Speakıng of the northern part of the Church, he Sa ys
At the altar: where OChrıst appeared LO St. Mary Magdalene the Georglans

celebrate, T the Prison of Chrıist celebrate the Christians of the Girdle,
41 the altar, which 1s behind the apse*® celebrate the Nestorians. On Olıve
Saturday, ON OUT after Vespers, a ]] the congregatıons of Chrıistians collect

uke, he Christian Communıitıies ın the Holy Sepulchre’ ın Ashbee (ed.),
J erusalem Liondon, 1924,

17 Tobler, Za Deservptiones Terrae Sanctae saeculo VI4E, XT er Leıipzıg,
1874, 189

Jacques de ViGEY; he 1story of Jerusalem’, PFPFB: X 9 17U
Burchard Ör Mount Sıon, °A Desecription of the Holy Land”’, PPFS; ULE 104

Äziz, Pierre, Statıstique ınedıte de P’ancıenne Eglise (C'haldeo-N estorıenne. Beyrouth,
1909, 14 'The author of thıs document 1S unknown. 'The document Wwas acquired Dy Amrzı7z

TOM Jacobite, who found ıt; ın Maroniıte church ın Damascus an copled ıt there.
21 CT Chabot, O' CHl.; p. 552

eth Garmai, provınce south otf Adiabene
AZz1z, P 9 LOcC. Crt.
( Vestorlans ın Egypt , ote
Aziız I0cC. crl Yahwaäaläha 111 W as catholicos TOM
hıs would aPPCAaL be the present Chapel of the Diıvısıon of the Raıment, which 1S the

property of the Armenilans.
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In the plazza afront of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, ON sıde the
Greeks, the Chrıistjans of the (rdle and the Nestorıians, and the other
sıde the Nubıans, the Jacobiıtes, the Georg1ans and the Latıns ya W hereas
durıng the century only few of the pılgrıms referred LO the Nestorjans
ıIn theır hıste of COoMMUN1ONS represented In Jerusalem INn general, ıIn the
Holy Sepulchre In partıcular, C Guihelm de Boldensele 1336), Ludolph
VON Suchem FPhılıppe de Mezieres 1384)28, durıng the Vth and

CeNtuUrYy they WEeTeEe almost always ineluded 1ın the reports of the
Western pılgrims?®, T’he maJ]or1ty of the pılgrıms do not elaborate uPOoN the
Nestorıjans, eEXCcEPT for theır heretical belıefs30. The Nestorjans AaATe mentJıoned

the seventh STOUP 1ın the so-called Letter of Guarantee31, whıich 1s attrı-
buted LO ©  Umar, the second calıph, but whıch actually ought LO be assıgned
LO the Mameluk per10d32,

By the beginnıng of the CEeNTtUTY, the Nestorjans WETE st111 1ın
Jerusalem, although ıt IS questionable whether there Was permanent
communıty33, Wıth respect LO the Church of the KRessurection, certaın
property alteratıons must ave taken place durıng the and Vth
CEeNtUTY. T’he altar behınd the A DSE Was acquıred by the Armen]ans, whiıle
the Nestorjans possessed altar LO the eft of the Holy Sepulchre behıind
the columns34, s Latın pılerım Sa YyS They offic1ate ear the OOT of
OUTL (Latın) chapel fO the rıght VOUu enter »35 Moreover, Francesco Sur1ano
1516 explicıtly states, that these Nestorl]ans who lıve the borders of
the terrıtory of the Sultan Asambeck126  Meinardus  in the piazza afront of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, on one side the  Greeks, the Christians of the Girdle and the Nestorians, and on the other  side the Nubians, the Jacobites, the Georgians and the Latins»??. Whereas  during the XIVth century only few of the pilgrims referred to the Nestorians  in their lists of communions represented in Jerusalem in general, or in the  Holy Sepulchre in particular, e.g. Guilielm de Boldensele (1336), Ludolph  von Suchem (1348), Philippe de Mezieres (1384)?8, during the XVth and  XVIth century they were almost always included in the reports of the  Western pilgrims??. The majority of the pilgrims do not elaborate upon the  Nestorians, except for their heretical beliefs?®. The Nestorians are mentioned  as the seventh group in the so-called Letter of Guarantee3!, which is attri-  buted to “Umar, the second caliph, but which actually ought to be assigned  to the Mameluk period??,  By the beginning of the XVIth century, the Nestorians were still in  Jerusalem, although it is questionable whether there was a permanent  community3. With respect to the Church of the Ressurection, certain  property alterations must have taken place during the XIVth and XVth  century. The altar behind the apse was acquired by the Armenians, while  the Nestorians possessed an altar to the left of the Holy Sepulchre behind  the columns?*, or as a Latin pilgrim says : « They officiate near the door of  our (Latin) chapel to the right as you enter »3 Moreover, Francesco Suriano  (1516) explicitly states, that these Nestorians « who live on the borders of  the territory of the Sultan Asambeck ... have no monastery or any habi-  tatıon in Jerusalem »3, Throughout the XVIth century and probably until  the middle of the XVIIth century, the Nestorians maintained this site in  AXA  the Church of the Resurrection. In 1582, ‘Enan  1SÖ,  the Metropolitan of  Mardin, joined with those who accompanied him in the Easter celebrations  in Jerusalem?7, Bernardino Amico’s plan of the church (1593) indicates that  the « Nestorian Chapel was called of the Magdalene, but that they have no  27 Bellorini, T. and Hoade, E., Fra Niccolo of Poggibonsi. A Voyage Beyond the Seas.  Jerusalem, 1945, p. 22.  28 Meinardus, O., The Copts in Jerusalem. Cairo, 1960, pp. 19-20.  29 Ibid., pp. 22-24, 26-28.  30 K.g. Felix Fabri, “The Book of Wanderings’, Vol. II, PPTS X, p. 388.  31 Themelis, T., Les Grecs aux Lieux Saints. Jerusalem, 1921, p. 7.  32 Scholz, A., Reise in die Gegend zwischen Alexandrien und Parätonium, etc. Leipzig,  1922, p. 293. Scholz writing in 1820 already questioned the authenticity of the Omarite Covenant.  33 Suriano, Francesco, Treatise on the Holy Land. Jerusalem, 1949, p. 77.  34 De Khitrovo, B., Itineraires russes en Orient. Geneva, 1889. Vol. I, pp. 172-173.  35 This site corresponds to the Latin Sacristy, c/f. Luke, H.C., o. cit., p. 50.  36 Suriano, F., 0op.ci pl  37 Rücker, A., ‘Ein alter Handschriftenkatalog des ehemaligen nestorianischen Klosters  in Jerusalem”, Oriens Christianus, XXVIIT, 1931, p. 96.ave MmOoNaster y An habı-
tatıon In Jerusalem »36. Throughout the CENTUCY anı probably untıl
the mıddle of the X N4AEEn CEeNTUTY, the NestorjJans maıntaıned thıs sıte ın
the Church of the Resurrection. In 1582, c  Knan150, the Metropolıtan of
Mardın, Joıned ıth those who accompanıed hım In the KEaster celehbrations
ıIn Jerusalem37?. Bernardıno Amıiıco’'s plan of the church 1593 indıcates that
the Nestorj1an Chapel Was called of the Magdalene, but that they ave

D'} Bellorin1ı, and Hoade, F'ra Nıccolo of Poggrbonsı. A Voyage Beyond the SCas.
Jerusalem, 1945, D

28 Meınardus, D T’he Vopts 2n Jerusalem. Ca1ro, 1960, 19-20
I bıd., N  A  N 26-28
H.g elLxX P, he 00k of Wanderings’, Vol DE, PT'S A R8

31 Ihemelıs, Les (recs (1} Ineux Saints. Jerusalem, 1921,
Scholz, A E Re1ıse ıN Adre regend zurschen Alexandrıen UN Parätonvum, etic Leıipzıg,

1922 »4 Scholz wrıtıng In 1820 already questioned the authenticity of the Omarite Covenant.
S ur1ıano Francesco, Treatıise the Holy Aanıd. Jerusalem, 1949, UE
De HA TO W Itınerauvres TUSSPCS Orzent. Geneva, 1889 Vol I? HDF

35 hıs sıte corresponds LO the Latın Sacristy, cf uke, O C
S5Surıan®o. 0D.: . DA 01
Rücker, "Kin alter Handschriftenkatalog des ehemaligen nestorianıschen Klosters

I1n Jerusalem , Orzens Chrıstianus, A VL 1931,
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JEeTVICES ın ıt »38. It Was atuated between the Column of the Flagellatıon
an the quarters of the Nestorilans??®.

At Kaster 1697; the Reverend Henry Maundrell, Chaplaın to the Factory
of the Englisch Levant Co In Aleppo, visıted Jerusalem and mentJjons that
the Nestorjans WeIe those who had forsaken theır quarters*0,

4 h@e hıstory of the Nestorjan communıty In Jerusalem durıng the XVIIth
and X- NILEEh cCeNtury 1s rather nebulous, although the Nestorjan UuS-

cr1pts belongıng o the Greek Orthodox Monastery of the Holy Sepulchre4!
an the Greek Orthodox Patrıarchate of Jerusalem 22, hıch WeTeEe tudıed
by Chabot and KRücker, provıde ıth SOMNe ınformatıon. According
LO Rücker, the SDyTrIaC manuscrIipts of the Lıbrary of the Orthodox Monastery
of the Holy Sepulchre belonged LO the Nestorj]an Mönastery of St Mary,
whıch Was sıtuated In the vicınıty of the Monastery of St; Demetrius4%3.
ost of these manuscr1pts ATEe LO hbe assıgned firom the en of the
LO the begınnıng of the X VILItEh CeNtUrY, an WETE wrıtten uDOonN the order
of the Catholicos eıther ın Al1qö8S44 ıIn the Monastery of Rabban Örmizd
for the Monastery In Jerusalem.

The general PCHULY of the Nestorjans ın the XVIIth CENTUTY reflected
also u pON theır holdings In the Holy City Thus. for example, ıIn 1614 the
Nestorian Monastery of St Mary W as wıthout resıdent monks aNı prıests.
T’he Syr1aC Codex No had LO be pawned for fıve gold darıcs LO the Ar-
men1ı1an Metropolıtan. The Nestorjan Metropolıtan Davıd bought back the
Codex for the Monastery, but In 1614, the Codex ell evera|l other
manuscr1pts WEeTe turned OVer LO the Franks, sINCE the Nestorjans had
neıther prıests OT deacons Iın theır monastery 1ın Jerusalem 45. In fact,
Rabban Joseph, the prıest an PUL® monk, who TAVE the Hıstory of the
Patrıarchs of the Orjent to the Church of the haldaeans In Jerusalem, and
who cd1ed In Jerusalem an Was burıed In the YCar 1925 of the Greeks 1614
A  46 MaVy ell ave een the ast resident monk of the monastery.

38 AÄm1co, Bernardino, Plans of the Sacred HKdıfices i the Holy Land, Jerusalem, 1953,

FORd.;
Maundrell, Reisebeschrevbung ach dem (7elobten Lande, etc. Hamburg, 1737

Rücker, CW., pp. 90 I£.
Chabot, B 9 Notices SUrTr les manuserıts SyT1aquUES CONSErves dans Ia Bibliotheque

du Patrıiarcaft AICC Tthodoxe de Jerusalem’, JSournal Asıatıque, E SSl 37 1894, ‚92A  392
Rücker, 'A 9 0 C p. 9
From A1q ö8 Was the seaft. of the Nestorıian (latholicos. F1ıey, ' C:

Vol H. 390
Rücker, A ‚ 0 Cr8:; p::9
Vos te « Notes S11} les manuserits SyT1aqueS de Diarbekir el autres localıtes d’Orıient »

Le Museon, L7 1937, 350
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At thıs tıme, reference 1S made LO letter 1616 by the Nestorian Catho-
l1ıcos Klhlıas H4 (1591-1617) LO Pope Paul (  S  E ın whiıich he mentıijons
Timothy, who served archbıshop of Jerusalem an med (Dıyarbakır),

Are informed that the haldaean clergy resided ın the Monas-

ber y of St, James47, which, of COUTSEC, belonged evenl then LO the Armen1ans48.
In 1669, eaTr of hegoumenos Bacchus, who to Jerusalem an
wrote LWO ymns, whıch ATE ineluded Iın Codex No Apparently he 1s the
SA 1116 PETSON, who In 1683 also entered hıs AMMe ın Codex No 3649 In ME

certaınm Kanun, prıest of the vıllage of Tell kaıf ear Mosul, Came to
Jerusalem uDOoN the order of the Catholicos Klıas X4 Marawgın (  0-1  )
LO AITanNge the affaılrs of the Nestorian communıty. He remaıned for four

1n the Holy City an served a the Holy Sepulchre and In the Monastery
of St Mary, whıich 1S the Church of the Nestori1ans. very day he tells
u he celebrated the Ihvıne Lıturgy an saıd the Offices. In addıtıon he
establıshed catalogue of the manuscr1pts of the Nestori1an Monastery 1ın
Jerusalem®°. In 1794 and agaln 1ın 1724 everal SyT1aC codices WerTe newly
bound by the Priest George, the spirıtual SO  u of the Priest Danıel of Alqös,
who Was the sacrıstan of the church 1ın Jerusalemö5L1. According LO Chabot,
these manuscr1pts belonged to the Syrian Nestorian Monastery of St Mary
Magdalene 1n Jerusalem, whıch Was sıtuated ın the north-eastern part of
the cıty, not far from the gate, NO known Herod’s (z+ate>2 So far
know, the Monastery of St, Mary Magdalene sıtuated south of Bab As-

Sahıra (Herod’s Gate), an! whıch 1s NO the Qadassıyah School for Girls,
Was from the [IXth LO the CGENTUTY iın the hands of the Jacobites®3.
It 1S questionable that the Nestorlans would ave acquired the a1te 1n the
X 1Ath CEeNTtUTY, 1 tıme, when theır AÜk an influence Was the dechne.

Wıth regard LO the Nestorian Monastery of St Mary, whıch Was asituated
north of the Church of St Demetrıius, ATe informed that ıts JEeTVICES
Came LO en! 1n the mıddle of the X11a century®*, It 1s imposs1ıble for

Azıiz, P 68$.., x
( X- the repOTts of the VIlth CENtUrY piılgrims, C George, Relatıon of Journey.

London, 1632
Rücker, A C Crb., p: 9 Chabot, O' C
T bid., Revue Bıblıque, 3E 1932, 318 Fıey, 0 Ctt., Vol LL, 361

Chabot, O CW., 10  Z 119
T bıd., 93
Mo OLr Klınor A E 'T’he Ancıent OChurches 07 MNd Jerusalem. Beıirut, 1961, 113 Meınar

du8, O ° T’he ’opts un Jerusalem, Ca1ro, 1960, pp-13-15 Meinardus, "The Syrıan
Jacobites iın the Holy City', Orzentalıa SuUCCANAG, XLL, 1963, 66-67

Rücker, 0 CW., p. 9 Vıncent, an Abel, Jerusalem Nouvelle.

Parıs, Vol LL, 1000 Tobler calls the Nestorıian Church immediately north of the

Monastery ot St. Demetrius "the Church of the Theotokos’( Tobler, T 9 Topographie DON

Jerusalem. Berlın, 1853, Vol I’ 453
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LO ıdentiıfy ıth the a1te of the former Nestorian Church of
St, Mary. Irue, north of the Greek Orthodox Church of St. Demetrius there
1S situated the Daiır al-Banat, .C. the Church of St, Mary Megale Panagıa,
which, however, Was always ın the hands of the Greeks, the other hand,
1t; 1s quıte possıble that the dedieation of the Nestorian church Was altered,
when the property changed hands

Sınce 1959, the haldaean Cathole Patrıarchate of Jerusalem has ıts
offices 1ın two-storied bulldıng the left sıde of the small lane opposıte
the entrance to the Latın Procathedral of St, Stephen an the Keole Bıblıque

the Nablus oad The patrıarchate 1s admınıstered by Chaldaean prıest.


