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'T’here ATe LWO CEeENTUCYy frescos In the Monastery of St Catherine
ın Sinal, the Last Judgement (H AEYTEPA ITIAPO YZIA of 1573 anı
that of the Holy TIrmity, the Vısıtation of the I’hree Angels ıth Abraham
( TAOZENT TOY ABPAAM) of 15701 whıch WeTe paınted by
AaNONYMOUS artıst)l. Both ITescOs adorn the eastern all of the refectorYy,
whıch IS vaulted hall, 17 long, wıde an hıgh The fresco of
the AEYTEPA TIIAPOD COVeTS the eastern wall, that of the Vısıtation
of the Three Angels ı1th Abraham adorns the part of the nıche.

In order LO appreclate the tremendous effort of CONCEIVINZ and executıng
asuch paıntıng ın the Wılderness of Sınal 1ın &A ASC of constant trouble an
INSeCUTItYy, shall reV1eW SOmMe 1mMpress1ions of the Monastery of Cathe-
rıne durıng the CENTUTY.

T’he M onastery of (atherıine un the Century
Durıng ıts fourteen hundred of exıstence, the CENTULCY proved

to be ON of the darkest per10ds In the hıstory of the Monastery of St; Cathe-
rmne. 'T ’hıs Was Jargely due LO the wıdespread insecurıty of the SUurrouNdINg
desert. and because travel LO and communı1catıon ıth the MONaAaSTErY WeIC

frequently interrupted. W hereas, throughout the prevıous centurıes the
pılgrıms LO Sınal had travelled irom Jerusalem V13 (+aza LO the Mountaın
of God, firom the CENTULY ON WaTrds, Man y pılgrıms chose the shorter
desert TOUTEe V13a Alexandrıa and Calro.

CDr 1512 Was ONe of the fırst travellers of the
CENTUTCY LO provıde ıth informatıon about the mMmOoNasterYy. He Was sent.
DYy and accordıng tOo hıs report the mMmOoNastery Was
occupıed by forty monks2. Hour later, durıng the War between the

Rabıno, M. H Le moOoNnNastere de Sarnte-Vatherine. Ca1iro, 1938,
chefer, (ed.), TD VOYAGE d’Outremer (Egympte, Mont SYNAY, Palestine) Ae J ean

T’henaud, gardıen dAe COuveEntT. des (Jordeliers d’Angouleme, ebC., Parıs, 1884, 5 ’
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Turks aN! the Mamluks, the Arabs attacked the MONaAaStErYy N! expelled
t,he monks from ıt after havıng mıstreated them? By 1534, the monks had
returned LO the MOoNaster y ıIn full fOTCe, for when
aN! visıted the MONAaSTELY 1n that yCal,
they WEeEIC hospıtably recelıved by the mOonks, who agaln had reached theır
Prev1ous numerıcal strength One of the ÜWO monks, who accompanıed the
pılgrıms theır ascent LO the Mountaın of ‘Moses, had een LO France,

doubt LO requesSt financıal assıstance for the maıntenance of the INON-

astery *. In 1546 b), an LWwO later,
vıisıted the mOoNastery. By that tıme, the number of the monks had

ıinecreased LO SIXty®. In spıte of hıs 3CCOUNT ın the Cosmographie, 1t must
remaın uncertaın whether GCvVer visıted the
Monastery of St Catherine?. In 1560, representatıve of Ivyan the Terrıble
W as gratefully recei1ved by the abbot of the monastery®. HKıve later,
however, informed that the MONaster y Was agaln emMpPO-
rarıly abandoned DYy the monks®. However, SOON afterwards, the monks
reoccupled theır MONaSTteETY, though the insecurıty of the desert eaused Dy
the maraudıngz Arabs contınued.

Until 1570 the Bıshop of the Monastery of St; Catherine sed LO hbe
consecrated eıther DYy the Patriarch of Jerusalem by the Patrarch of
lexandrtıa. Hor centurıes, thıs practice had repeatedly ecaused straıned
relatıons between the Üwo patrıarchates. Only the formal deecree for ]JUr1S-
dıctional autonom y an the elevatıon of the Monastery of St Catherine LO

archbıshoprıc qettlied the contest between the LWO patrıarchates aN! a
the Same tıme inereased the prestige of the mMONasSter y ıIn the Orthodox
world1°. In 1578. the Barons Ta eNHTtTEensftfeirn an Hoffkırchen
and another (+e8rman named visıted the mOoNnastery1l, LO
be followed a year later by (Varı]3er d e Pyn ön CarTriııer noticed
that the MONasSter y W as inhabıte exclusıvely by Greeks, aN! that the total

BONNaTGO et LONYBON; ‘Tze sarınt VOYAGE Ade J herusalem. Pariıs, 1878, 51
CHhavanon, dn Relatıon dAe T'erre Sarnte A  33-15534 DÜr Greffin Affagart Parıs, 1902,
180 {f.
NCLENS Statuts dAe l’Ordre hospitalıer el miılıtarre du Sarnt Sepyulere Ae Jerusalem, SULULS Ades

Hulles, Leittres, Patentes el Kegiements authentıques du dit Ordre, Parıs, PLO: D
Pıerre Belons, Les observatıons Ae DiusSLEUTS sınqgularıtez el cChoses memoOrables

trouveges TECE, Asıe, Indee, Egymnte, Arabıe, eic. Paris, 1553, JOTZE2Q
IThevet, Andr6ö, Cosmographie de Levant. Lyon, 1554, 156-159
Gerster, G e OT# Sınar Aanıd. der Offenbarung. Berlin, 1961, 160
RObiInNnsSsoOon; Kdward, Bıblıcal Researches uN Palestine, Mount SINAL, and, Arabıa

Petraea. London, 18541, vol E 190
LOcC. C1t.Gerster,

Carlıer de Fn On Voyage Orzent Parıs, 1920, 2970
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number of monks belongıng LO the Confraternity of St Catherine W as ONe

hundred an forty, of whom, however, only SOME resıded ın the MOoNastery.
The others, he informs UuS, WeTe commMmM1ısSsSIıONed LO travel throughout
Kurope tOo collect for the maıntenance of the MmOoNnastery. Throughout
the CENTUTY, the MONASTETY contınued ıts establıshed practice LO

rely upOoN SUuppOort from the Kuropean royal houses. document dated 1535
informs us of the support, whiıich Iueen Isabella of Spaın had rendered LO
the monastery!®, and accordıng LO the instruct.ions gıven LO the French
ambassador LO the Sublıme orte, the monks of the Monastery of St; Cathe-
rıne a 180 addressed themselves LO Henry 1: Kıng of France13,

W as told that al the tıme of hıs vısıt ON monk from Sınal
eft three for Kurope LO ollect IMONECYS from Chrıistian kıngs
and 6 ven from the Pope14. From 1584 on wards, Pope Gregory 4141 provıded

annual gTant of fıyve hundred ducats for ten LO the mMOoNaster y In
the expectatıon of persuadıng the monks LO aCcCcept the teachıngs of the
See of Rome.

On the ON hand, thıs actıvıty ıIn collecting throughout Kurope
demonstrated definıte eCOoNOMI1C need, the other hand, ıt; WE a,l1s0O proof
of actıve an ıimagınatıve monastıc admınıstratıion, whıch WE concerned
ıth the future of the instıtution In the second half of the CeNTtUTY,
the MONAaStETYy recel1ved several 1CONS, SOINe of whıch ALrC dated. There 1s
1con representing the Purıification of the Holy Vırgın of LO whıch 1s the
work of Damscenos of Crete15, and 1conNn of the Holy Vırgın of 157916

T’he ast LWO decades of the CENTUTY proved LO be unstable AS

the whole CENTUTY. In 1581 went tOo Sınal, but found
the MONaSter y deserted eXCcEPTt for sıngle monk. 'T’he other monks had
taken refuge In the monastıc dependency 1n Tor According LO

the monks represented qeveral natıonalıtıes. Thıs, of COUTSE,
18 quıte possıble ıf ONne Cons1ıders, fOTr example, the Cretans belongıng LO
Venice. VCar ater, the monks had returned LO the MONaSTtETY, for
13 reported that LWO hundred Ethıopian monks guarded

R8 DAn O: M. H »Le Monastere Ade Sarnte-Catherine. Souvenırs em granphıques Aes
ancıent melerıns, ın: uUulbeirn Ae Ia Socıete Koyale de (Geographre d’Egympte, AA 1935, 67

La Y Le (ouvent du Mont Sinar, iIn: Revue Ade "Orzent Chrétie@‚ Y 190  Z  2
501-504
Palerne. Je8anN; Peregrinations du J ean Palerne, Forezıen, Secretarıre Ade Francouvs

de Valoıs duc d’Anıou el d’ Ablencon elC., est rarıcte de niusTEUTS sınqularıtes et antıquites TEINMAAAT -

queEeES des Provinces d’Egypte, eLC., Lyon, 1606, 160-216
Rabino, M. H O' CW.;
1 bıd.,



„a

K

>

*z  vaA  %-D k}
\

vn/a\  Ü CM
%.

‚\ 4 BAA V
” b  eD

:V *n

3838* (F @ VINHE
WYVYdEdr

3B

F  K€ E D S  Ya

n S \ , S  DA
SS8}AA \

FW  U .\ P .PE“W  E .
© KP N f —> BE

\ Ca 7
L

Pa
S]s  M b sa

A
s S

(& N
ao ı* .R

On
anl

A<} $&- GB
n  } IU T,

UL.I91569
|[ 6M
YU4LA
the

PKAHLLAHV.
OdVIl
E
PUL
the
(()VID

SS A

d  Izl -

C G



_  n vÜl
$ } X

. A  Wr  e
'
} 6,

C %e
- X@S> ©&

a  &Ar D N v w  ALEL
\ U  7 Mr . C ann Cr

67
A gr ıS X P ag

X M A
pnnnx E  w C

C .w>
B ©$ Ä\

P {f

k” E
. ar

IRn
NE  Z X

a (/q S Ba £-@
3 FE T
baa E “ J1]U9 )

UO14995
PdALAHV
PE dVAT

Pa
Z

A
}

en  SEV
AB

< V . Vfn i  d N

Ki Vn

8

ADp X IVSA  N IC  (20VE N
B g

v (\
w  SN (3C_ S 3al x

NC % Ulgn



a
\ B  7».\‚' Ba . Y  } PA 7 ‚:$ 3 }

n . d ( (WE m -

A R a  d EnWa S / (
e\ MN }Y>  N Y

D A NO  Ö
SE

- VE
v S r  &*

AD S Aa< n S

& % s '{  8

* % “
KL A D -

S  ESE S W N F  n Mwvos 7B
“7 i

Y  VW a M7e A  P “n .  9 X
VEC SRE  v ” }a  E  — vr

8
“ .

&} A z an  eft A
A x Ar NS S3E

b  a
9 3 e

7R P %
A a

“
rÜ:Vn 54 5 ZAP / W- 5 A“ ' ©  i® . ,

R A . A SS

CH « y ©
3 A

ı A
$ vA

T A mN I
b

<% U.L19U4.10 N
UOLJJ 0S

PVPdALAHV
VIXAOdPTIT

ß\ W  7F» K - Za WLWWDT S
© — 5a &. \ S
( HE a‘

O 0 {N BAyld LW u  S Bk\&r k
S \ C:

OTEE A
K N
2

FNId
/ LF

b  e



x  k

PvA

DH

— n

)

5}

VT

H

N

\ \

76  f

A  PF‘Fä

€

AD

\
S

r

ra  2

.

p ‘

V
S

AA
P

ä"v

Ar

s

N

E

r

S
<ch

s

S  7N

© }

\

Kra

N  N

» $

M

A

Ba

E  A

A

f

A

Z  a  V

e

Southern sectıion otf AEYTLEPA TIAPO VE

S

IPAC

52

N

Mn

3 ADr

.



The Century Fresco of the AEYTEPA IIAPOD at Sınal 215

DYy ON hundred soldiers WEeTeEe T the Monastery of St; Catherinel” Moreover
the Archbishop of Sına1l8, who 1579 resiıded (Oa1lro19 had returned by
1584 LO [e6SUmMe hıs resıidence the monastery®®

found that not only the mOoNnasterYy, but a 180 large number
of the hermıtages sıtuated utsıde of the MONaSTtErYy WETE repeopled?!

Remarks the VItEh Century Frescos of Sıinar
ÄAs ave demonstrated durıng the admınıstration of Kugen10s rch-

bıshop of Sınal the MONAasSteErYy suffered severely from the INSECUTILY of the
desert whıch undoubtedly caused anxXxıety an troubhle for the monks AT
the Samne ıme the MONasSteErYy increased eccles1astıcal standıng by being
elevated LO autonoOomoOus archbıshopric Nevertheless IT noteworthy,
that under these CITCUMSTANCES ANONYMOUS Cretan aTtIST Was not PIE-
vented LO and LO complete these paıntıngs whıch for almost four
hundred ave adorned the eastern al{ of the refectory From the

CENTUCY onwards fınd Man y 1CONS whıch AT the work of Cretan
monks 9,T Sınal

From internal ell external evıdence therefore 12 y attrıbute
the frescos LO aTtIST of the Cretan School whıich SUCCESSoT LO the aTL-
school of the Paleologues flourıshed the latter part of the CENTULY
Although the overall arrangement of the IrTesCcOs of the AEYTEPA
TIIAPO DA ShOWS Ian y strıkıng dıfferences LO sımılar paıntıngs the
monasterıles Mount OS there Ale suffıcıent indıyıdual COM.POSITLONS
whıich betray 16s dependence the Cretan School of the second part
of the CENTULCY In thıs respect the MOS ımportan parallels LO the
AEYTEPA TIAPO DL of Sınal Al’C the AEYTEPA ITIAPO DA
the trapeza of the Monastery of St Dıionysios 1547 an that of the narthex
of the Monastery of Aenophontos

The cComposıtıon of large number of iındıyıdual SCEeNES fiılled ıth
detaıls irom the Holy Scriptures an the Apocrypha N! elaborate DCI1P-
Ura XS an ıdentiıficatıons a LO the fullness of the paıntıng In O-
SITONS A ell indıyıdual [19UrES Ol longer detects the anımated

17 Lıithgow WTa M T’he 'T’otall ArLSCOUTS of the TÜTE adventures anıd parnfull DETE
IrINALLONS of LONg nıneteen YCATES Glasgow, 1906 N  A  N The Ethioplan monks, of COUTSEC, WeTITe

pPilgrims
hıs WasS Kugen1us 1567 1583 ( 1KNO LOUL8; Les Archeveques du Sinai,

Melanges dAe Ia Faculte Orzentale, Beyrouth 1904 419
(a ryl]lıer de FınoOon; 0 crl
hıs Wa Anastasıus (1583 1592) OCR eikrho O' C428 419

21 Le mnelerınage un hısontıin E gypte el VT’erre Sarnte 1584
Memoires Ae Ia Societe Emulation au Doubs, Besancon 19392
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movements of the school of the Paleologues and MOST of the MOovements
AT’EC calm N: extenuated. T'he sombre Taces, the garments ıth atıff folds
marked by SOINE lumınous lınes, a‚ ]] thıs CTEATES atmosphere of austerity
an medıtatıon, which becomes monastıc settıng During the Turkısh
domınatıon, mural paıntıng, which W as longer one eXCcEPT In monasterı1es,
had LO adapt ıtself LO the monastıc spırıt?2,

T’he Century FKFresco of the AEYTEPA IIAPO IM Aatb Sınar

The Fresco of the AEYTEPA ITIAPO DE of Sınal GCGOVEeTS the eastern
911 of the refectory of the Monastery of St Catherıine. T’he paıntıng has
the form of thıck slıghthtly pomted arch. T'he distance from the aPEX of
the paıntıng LO the of the nıche 1s 191.5 T’he rıght hand
ase of the arch 165.5 C and the left hand ase of the arch
162 T’he wıdth of the nıche the level of the ase of the paıntıng 1s
136 T’he surface of the paıntıng IS 6.50 m®

The date of the work aD PCAaIS 91 the left of the nıche, In whıich there 18
portrayed the Phıloxenlia of Abraham T’he etters DBOT stand for the
date 15793, In whıch the (3) 1s slıghtly damaged Above the Iresco, there
1s wrıtten ın Jarge capıtal etters AEYTEPA IIAPO YZIA, the Second
Appearance.

In the centre, there 1S Chrıst seated DOoW, whıch 1s represented
by LWO eurved Nnes (Hzekıel 1:28) Hıs rıght hand 18 turned upwards, Hıs
left hand 1s turned downwards, symbolıcally demonstratıng thereby Hıs
reception of the behevers and Hıs rejection of the infıdels. Hıs hands aN!
feet; <ShOWwW the marks of the Passıon. Beneath Hıs feet, there ALr LWO of the
wheels ıth feet, whıch Ar ment.ioned ın Kzekırel On the four sıdes
of the mandarole, there ALe four cherubım.

Below Chrıst, there 1s the Etol1masıa the Preparatıon of the Throne
(F’S LA S) On the throne. there 18 cushıon, an the Dove ıth nımbus.
Above the Ktoimasıa, there 1s the (ross ‚N! the Instruments of the Passıon,
ıth the Lext OTE DANH}ETAI ZH.  TOY I0Y TOY
ANGPOINTO Y} then shall aPPCAI the S19n of [the Son of Man| Matt
X X41 V:30 a) Below the LEXT, an eıther side of the Üross, there 1S
angel. Above the Dove read: NEYMA\, »the Holy Spirıt«.
dam kneels the left, Kve the rıght sıde of the KtoıJmasıa, an behind
them there Are LWO DPEISONS each, OIl and ONe old PEIrSON., Above
these LWO DEISONS eıther sıde there 18 wrıtten : KAAXITOI »the

AYRNgopou108; A 9 Mosaıques dAe L’Athos, 1n Le Millenarre dau Mont Athos 963
19653 Etudes el Melanges, vol I ‚9 Venice, 1964, 259
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east«. dam an Kve play wo-Tfold role ın far they represent the
prototypes of a 11 fallen I1  S They ALl 9180 the fırst ONesSs saved.

Below the KtoıJmasıa, there 1S St Mıchael Wearıng Roman panoply an
spearıng ıth hıs rıght hand »Beelzebul«, the prince of
the demons (Matltt. In hıs left hand St Mıchael holds the scales
(Dan. V:27, J0X In the left scale, there 1S DETrSoN ıth nımbus,
ın the rıght scale there ATe weıights, whıch ATre supphıed by three devıls.
One of the devıls stretches hıs left Ar OowarTds OPEN book, ıIn whıch
read: IIIK. 'APA TOI EK  HAIT NOM! (cursed
be those who devJıate from the Law (zal 114 10). The OpeEN book above
the devıl’s head sShOWs the followıng text TOI TO  >

KEITH TON OX EAIIITZOV (And the SONS of
Inen hope under the shadow of IT'hy W1ngS. Psalm XX Beelzebul,
uDON whom St. Michael steps ıth hıs eft foot, attempts LO pull the scales
owards hım 'T1' the left of St Michael, there Arte twelve attendıng angels.
The foremost angel holds ın hıs ALINS the »gzo0d deeds« A weıghts. Below the
attendıng angels, there Are fourteen naked DPETSONS., They AT known

KPINOMENOI »the Judged«.
JTurning LO the eft hand of the fresco, the princıpal theme 1S that of

salyatıon an paradıse. Immedıiately LO the eft of Chrıst, there 1S the Vırgın
Mother holding ın her hand serToll 63 the followıng GOxt ARIIOTA
(ITAI 11A1PO2) KAI EOY ZOONTOX ÖFTE &Y
MOY IIO0PAX NEY KAI EKD PEYZEOX AIX A2%3
(Ö Lord, |Son of the FKather] and the Word of the Laivıng God,
Thou |Irom the Mother], Who Wast orn from wıthout seed and flow,

Davlour). On the eft bench, there ALl seated AI Apostles (Matt. XX 28)
T’hey represent from eft LO riıght Thomas (6) James TAK), Sımon (2)
Luke (A) John (19) an Peter (I1) Behınd the Apostles, there ATrC the
choirs of Angels. Below the Apostles’ bench, there 1S the followıng text:

EYA  'NOI PFOX. ATPOX MOY KAHPONO-
HXATE THN HTOIMAZXMENHN MIN BAZTIAETAN AF
KATABOAHX OXMOY (Come, the blessed of Father, inherit
the kıngdom prepared for you from the foundatıon of the world Matt €  =
34b) There Al eıg ht chomrs of rıghteous people, who wıtness the Judgement.
The uppermost choır consısts of thirteen PEISONS, and denotes the
AIKAIOT ythe Just«. 'T the left of them, there ALr the IIOTOAOI

»t6he T welve Apostles«, N! eIlOW them the Jeft, there 1s the cho1r of ten
»Hıerarchs«, an LO the rıght of them ten

Aıovuvalov TOU EK Dovpvä, ' Epwnveia TNS ZwypadıkKYs TEXVNS (Ediıt. DYy Papadopoulos-
Kerameus), St. Petersburg, 1909, 2920
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»Prophets«. The followıng LWO chomrs ATrTe the
the yJust Kemale Martyrs«, of whom there AT twelve, an to the rıght

of them, there Arec fourteen yMartyrsc. The chor below the
seroll the left consısts of eleven AZKHTAI: »Ascetes« ıth St Onuphrıios
standıng In the centre The ast TOUD, whıch 1S furthest LO the eft consısts
of eıght AXKHATPL: » Kemale Ascetes« ıth St Mary the Koyptian
steppıng OTWarTd.

T’o the rıght of the Female Ascetes, there 1S the Apostle Paul pomtıng LO
serToll ıth the followıng text EITETTÄAÄ ZONTE

ITEPIA  ENOZ AMA DV IN AYDPOLB! PDPITAT’HZOME6SA
HA AITANTHXIN FFOY YPIOY WL (Then

who AT alıyve N! remaın shall hbe caught together wıth them In
the clouds, LO meet the Lord ıIn the alT T’hess IVL

In the lower eft COTNET, sGe Paradıse, the Mansıons of the Father’s
House (John A1V:2), N! In the dOoOrWaY, there 1s Dısmas. the Penıtent
T’hıef, I6n nımbus, holdıng In hıs rıght hand hıs (Luke X X111:43).
The rıg hteous ONes AaArl waltıng LO enter the ate of the Lord Above the
gate 18 sem1-cırele ıth three cherubım (Gen. T’he rıghteous ONeSs

ALle dıvıded ınto four STOUDS T’he Apostles Ar closest LO the gate, an LO the
rıght of them, there AT twelve hlerarchs bıshops. Behınd them, there ATe

twenty-sıx Just ONeS includıng kıngs and princes, anı LO the rıgcht
of them, there Are thırty monks and hermits. Insıde the (+arden of Paradıse,

SeEEe Abraham holdıng rıghteous soul represented chıld ın hıs bosom
an the Holy Vırgın enthroned ıth attendant angels. From the walls of
Paradıse, four Waters forth whıch ATrTe ON (Pıson), 'TON (G1hon),
144 RI (Hıddekel), ‚N! (Kuphrates) of (7enesis I: Fald4

Above the righteous ONES, there ALle the angels of the Apocalypse
(Amoc. 6) an above them, SCEE the Q PÄAÄXT) AANIHA, the
Vısıon of Danıel, showıng the Prophet asleep and the Angel Gabrıel,

TAÄBPLHA. annouUnNCcINE: AT FRAOX YPIOY TH.  >
OPAXIN TO Y AANIHA (T’he Angel of the Lord DTINSS the Vısıon LO
Danıel). Below Danmıel there 1S the followıng GexXxt ET’O AANIHA 6 KQ-
OYN KAI 1AO0YX AN/ EMOI AD
(I Danıel, WasSs beholdıng and tOo the four |wınds of the Heaven|218  Meinardus  »Prophets«. The following two choirs are the MAPTYPEX I’YNAIKEX  or the »Just Female Martyrs«, of whom there are twelve, and to the right  of them, there are fourteen MAPTYPEZ, »Martyrs«e. The choir below the  scroll on the left consists of eleven AXKHTAI, »Ascetes« with St. Onuphrios  standing in the centre. The last group, which is furthest to the left consists  of eight AZKHTPIEX »Female Ascetes« with St. Mary the Egyptian  stepping forward.  To the right of the Female Ascetes, there is the Apostle Paul pointing to  a scroll with the following text: EITEITA HMEIZX OI ZQNTEX OI  ITEPIAEITIOMENOI AMA ZYN AYTOIZX APITATHZOMEOA EN  NESEAAIZX EIX AITANTHZIN [TOY KYPIOY EIX AEPA] (Then  we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in  the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air. / Thess. IV:17).  In the lower left corner, we see Paradise, the Mansions of the Father’s  House (John XIV:2), and in the doorway, there is Dismas, the Penitent  Thief, with a nimbus, holding in his right hand his cross (Luke XX111:43).  The righteous ones are waiting to enter the Gate of the Lord. Above the  gate ıs a semi-circle with three cherubim (Gen. II1:24). The righteous ones  are divided into four groups. The Apostles are closest to the gate, and to the  right of them, there are twelve hierarchs or bishops. Behind them, there are  twenty-six Just ones including numerous kings and princes, and to the right  of them, there are thirty monks and hermits. Inside the Garden of Paradise,  we see Abraham holding a righteous soul represented as a child in his bosom  and the Holy Virgin enthroned with attendant angels. From the walls of  Paradise, four waters come forth which are ÖIXQN (Pison), IIQN (Gihon),  TIT’PIX (Hiddekel), and EY®OPATHEX (Euphrates) of Genesis I1:11-14.  Above the righteous ones, there are the seven angels of the Apocalypse  (4Apoc. VIIL:2, 6), and above them, we see the OPAZIXZ AANIHA, the  Vision of Daniel, showing the Prophet asleep and the Angel Gabriel, O  ATTOZ TABPIHA, announemeg: 0 ATTEAOXZ KYPIOY SEPET THN  OPAZIN TOY AANIHA (The Angel of the Lord brings the Vision to  Daniel). Below Daniel there is the following text: EIQ AANIHA EOEQR-  POYN KAI IA0Y ©I TE2ZAPEX ANLEMOT TOY. OYPANOY)  (I, Daniel, was beholding and to the four [winds of the Heaven] ... Dan.  VI1:2). Above this text, the dead are rising in supplication from the tombs.  Turning to the right half of the fresco, the principal theme is that of  condemnation and hell. Immediately to the right of Christ, there is St. John  the Baptist holding in his hand a seroll with the following text: KAT’Q  ZYNAAQ AEZITOTA TIH MHTPI ZO Y BONH SIAIKH HPOAPO-  MIKH ZOY, A0TE.OYZ HTOPAXAX AIMATI Z TIMIO ZTAYPO  (And I join Thy Mother in praising (Thee) with a friendly and forerunningDan
VIL:2 Above thıs LEXT, the dead ATre MSING In supplıcatıon from the tombs

Lurning LO the rıg ht half of the ITeSCO, the princıpal theme 1S that of
condemnatıon an hell Immedıately LO the rıght of Chriıst, there 1S St John
the Baptıst holdıng 1n hıs hand serToll ıth the followıng TexXxt KALPO
Z Y AANO ARZIIOTA Z0OY DBONH DBIAIKH POAPO-
MIKH Y, O1 y IMA LA YPO
(And ]o1n I’hy Mother In praısıng Thee ıth frıendly and forerunniıng
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Voice, Word ose Whom T'hou dıdst redeem through I’hy blood the

PTreCc10US CTOSS).
On the rıght bench, there AL qeated A Apostles, and they represent

from left LO rıght Paul Y) Matthew ark Andrew
Bartholomew (5) an sixth Apostle, WwhoOose identity cannot be determıined.
Behıind the Apostles, ere ALlC the chomrs of angels, N! below the Apostles’
bench, there 1s the followıng text ITIIOPEYEXZOEL AI”’EMOY
KT  NO HED IIYP ATITOQONTITON HTOIMAZMENON

ATA BO A KAI OL Depart from 1888 yC
cursed, ınto everlastıng fıre, prepared for the devıl and hıs angels. Matt

X
eIOW St John the Baptiıst, there 1S the Archangel Michael spearıng the

Antichrıist, whose arn 18 wrıtten the hem of hıs

garment. Another ange] PTrESSECS OWnNn the head of the Antichrıist. Behind
the Antichrıist, erTe 18 of fourteen PEeTSONS representing MAP-

»the SINNETSC., T'0 the rıght of the SINNeTS, eTe 1s seroll ıth the
Gext XH.Y XAATEEEZ KAI (the trumpet sounds N! N!
LO the rıg ht of the SCTOLL, See angel blowıng the trumpet Matt. XN
ö1 essS 1V:16, (lor A V:52

'T’'O the lower rıght of the angel wıth the trumpet, there 1S inscr1ption:
T’EA TON YPANON d H XAPTH  >

(the Angel of the Lord rollıng the heaven An serToll. TIsavah XXXIV:4.
Anoc V1:14 Ü He angel rollıng the serToll a p PCAaIs LO the lower rıght of
the angel ı6N the trumpet On the serToll See the S11 the left, eighteen
StAaTSs, an the the rıght Oove the cTOLL; ere 1S the followıng bext

TEKNON OX Z  a [ Z Y} (Child,
thou dıdst fully reCcelve thy g00d thıngs ın thy lıfetıme. Luke X V129). The
serToll of thıs DEXT 1S held by Abraham, who Carrıes Lazarus ın hıs bosom

(Luke O the rıght of Abraham, erTe 1S Davıd pomtıng LO seroll
ıth the followıng text EO2X EMBANQ2 D  xx  ET KOX HMQN
K AI ITA  Z IIYP KAY:-
OHXETAI (God, OUT God. chall COINEC openly, and He shall not keep s lence.

fıre shall rn before Hım Psalm A NO the rıght of Davıd We

read the etters II/ PODHTH2/ AA YIA/ (The Prophet Davıd)
T’he SLreamM of Tıre, which HISSTES and orth« (Dan. irom

Chrıist’'s throne, extends through the whole rıght halt of the paıntıng, and
ın the [1e7y sStream notıce the OPNOI ythe whoremongers«,

YAATIOJ ythe Jews«, »tGhe kıngs«, 'XHM. AB KAÄAF
KON y»the damned monks« (the angelıc schema of monks), aN! naked

DETrSON, beıng Dıves, lookıng upwards LO seroll ıth the followıng Lext

[HAÄTEP ABPAAM/ EFEAEHZON KAI EMYON AAZAPON
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(Father Abraham ave COMLDasslioON and send Lazarus Luke XVI 24)
Behınd Dıves there ATe LWO devıls N serToll ıth the followıng text

AAZAPOX IIOLIHNAX XHMEIA OX
ETITITAANEIT (T’he rıch INa  ; Lazarus an he who performed by
which he W as leadıng asStray) Below the Gext there Bar Jesus Klymas
the Sorcerer blinded lookıng upwards referred LO above cf cts 43114 1
On each sıde of hım there devıl

Between the sStiream of fıre and the SecH S1VIDS the dead (4Ampoc 13)
sSee three naked DPETISONS chaıned together around theır eck an conduected

by devıl T’he dead Are raısed (Z (Jor 59 John 29) an COmMme Ou%
of theır, ONe PEISON, who W As swallowed by the earth,
back, an anake an LWO ammals Ale vomıtıng the people whom they
devoured.

Above the SCH there ALl fıve DETSONS From eft LO rıght they represent
NABOXOONO »Nebuchadnezzar« AAPIOX

» Darıus« wıthout INSCrT1Pt10N representing Babylon
AAEZANAP/O2)] »Alexander« holding Sword an POMAIOX

yAÄugustus« holdıng hıs rıght hand the world24 In the sSea

there ALl fısh LWO ons four wolves snakes an the beast; On the lower
edge of the sSeca there Are LWO naked PEISONS, and the centre of the SCHa,
there ] holding staff an sıttıng s<hell-1lke ıth
LWO wheels. Above her read G@AANAXXA, »the

'T’he AEYTEPA ITIAPO AA of the Monastery of St Catherine
exceptionally ınteresting 2CCOUNT. of 1CSs Man y detaıls We TEGCOSNIZE
clearly that for the aTtIsSt the AEYTEPA TITITAPO DA W 4S thought of
A soteriologıcal an cosmologıcal PFOCESS rather than purely legal
event As spelled 1% Out pomtedly » Die KErlösung 18% nıcht
PILIMEAaL die Wıederherstellung durch dıe Süunde gestorten Rechts-
verhältnısses sondern Seinserfüllung, Seinserneuerung, deinsverklärung,
Seinsvollendung, Vergottung«?5

ote In duty bound want LO CX PDIESS gratıtude LO Dr Arthur Peterson
who photographed thıs fresco OUTL Sınal OUT 1966

22a 3i Charles; Mannuel d’Art Byzantın Parıs, 1926 S53 cf the ast Judge
ment the refectory of the Great Laura, Mount Athos

(zexst und. Leben der Ostkıirche Hamburg, 1957 47


