Two Syriac Manuscripts in the Library
of Selwyn College, Cambridge

by
Sebastian P. Brock

In the course of making an inventory of the F.S. Marsh papers in the
Library of Selwyn College, Cambridge, I made the happy discovery of two
Syriac manuseripts (= Syr. 1 and 2 below), along with a couple of letters
in Syriac (= Syr. 3 and 4 below), and a slip, again in Syriac, with a list of
eleven liturgical books (= Syr. 5 below). The two manuscripts are both
unbound, and of the nineteenth century (Syr. 2 is dated 24th February,
1896), but are of different provenance.

Syr. 1, a nineteenth century Nestorian manuscript of the Cave of Treasures
formerly belonged to the Reverend R.K. Roper?, and it had been bought by
him (for 9d!) at Southborough, near Tunbridge Wells (Kent), about 1920 3.

Syr. 2, a Jacobite manuscript of 1896 containing the two anaphoras of
St James, formerly belonged to the Reverend A.E. Suffrin4, and was pre-
sumably bought by him in Jerusalem, where the manuscript was written.
Suffrin is also the addressee (« Sophronios» ) of the two Syriac letters, which
were written by the monk Gabriel of St Mark’s Monastery, Jerusalem, and
are dated, respectively, the 10th June 1896 and the 20th December 1896.
The first letter Syr. 3, concerns the payment for certain liturgical manuscripts
copied for Suffrin®, while the latter describes the death, on Friday 20th
September 1896, and funeral of the Metropolitan Grigorios Gurgis Vs.

1 1886-1953; Lady Margaret’s Professor of Divinity in the University of Cambridge, and
Fellow of Selwyn College.

2 T am very grateful to the Reverend R.K. Roper for information on the provenance of
this manuseript.

3 According to a letter to Marsh, found with the manuscript and dated December 1933,
Roper had earlier bought a copy of Gutbir’s Syriac New Testament with the bookplate of
F.H. North from the same shop ; North was thus possibly the previous owner of the manuscript.

4 Suffrin, a convert from Judaism of Romanian origin, and at this time curate in Hounslow
(Middlesex), was later the author of several articles on Jewish subjects in Hastings’ Encyclopaedia
of Religion and Ethics.

5 The list of liturgical books (= Syr. 5) is perhaps connected with this.

6 The date badly conflicts with that given in the list of Syrian Orthodox Metropolitans of
Jerusalem given by O. Meinardus in his article ,,The Syrian Jacobites in the Holy City”,
Orientalia Suecana 12 (1963) p. 82, where the dates for 'Grigorios Girgios Agsadadi are given
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Syr. 1

Nestorian, 19th century. 15.8 x 25.2 cms. Unbound. Paper. ff. 58
(numbered); also with Syriac pagination, = ((= £.6%) to vo (= £.57Pb).
8 gatherings (nos 1-7 of 8 folios, no 8 of 2 folios).
Single column of 21-22 lines; sparse rubrication. Lines and both margins
ruled with a blunt point (vertical rulings 11 cms apart; lines .9 - 1 cm apart).
Cave of Treasures.
ff.1-4 blank.
£.68 (= p. =) lncipeb ;0. rL\AVAé'\_Lo waaio : hoima
— (. Bezold, Die Schatzhohle (Leipzig, 1888), p.  line 8ff. The
beginning of the work (= Bezold, p. 4 lines 1-8) has been inserted
on aloose leaf in the hand of F.S. Marsh ; the text is taken from Bezold’s
edition.

£.13P (= p. 3\.’,.-) After the words Wrdsa s v o faw 120

i p M B Ta}

(= Bezold, p. . line 3) the scribe has left a blank space.

f.142 (= p. vse) blank.

£14b (= p. ~<a) Towards the bottom of the page the text resumes with

the words ..... ~r.ino aaio ans

(= Bezold, p. oy line 4).

£162 (= p. Aa) Kasio ol nle

= Bezold, p. o A line 10.

£19 (= p. =2)) eida <ol nle
= Bezold, p. , 4 line 7.

£308 (= p. o) o Ahy ol nle
= Bezold, p. | ¢ 5 line 4.

£40P (p. Acn)aoit o ale nle
= Bezold, p. | ¢ line 12.

£432 (= p. son) rsn sy alw nle
= Bezold, p. y , A line 6.

£57b (= p. \-a) At the bottom of the page the text comes to an abrupt
end, with the words s s ¥y =01 8.0V Lo\ w.ian
(= Bezold, p. y v q line 16), some eight pages (in Bezold’s edition)
before the end of the work.

£.682-b blank.

as 1877-85, and those of his successor, Grigorios Ephraem Assadadi as 1885-1908. Meinardus’
dates are clearly very wrong here, as can also be seen from the colophon of Jerusalem, St Mark’s
Syr. 39, written in 1893 while Matran (= Metoropolitan) Gregorios Giwargis was still alive
(see A. Baumstark, «Die liturgischen Handschriften des jakobitischen Markusklosters in
Jerusalem », Oriens Christianus n.s. 1 (1911), p. 298.
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There are many small variants from Bezold’s text (the name of the lower

heaven (= Bezold, p. ¢ line 14 -____c_\_-J.D_-A\'J) appears as _____«'._\Ao_é'ir'.{’:i).
Syr. 2

Jacobite, 24th February, 1896; Jerusalem. 13.9 x 21.3 ems. Unbound.
Paper (watermark : five pointed star).

ff.60 (numbered); also with Syriac pagination, ~ (= f.2P) to oro
(= £.64P).

6 gatherings of 10 folios each; gatherings numbered < to o at bottom
of first and last folio of each gathering.

Single column of 14 lines; ample rubrication. Lines and both margins
ruled with a blunt point (vertical rulings 8.6 cms apart; lines 1.1 cm apart).
Liturgy of St James? (Ordo communis; anaphoras I and II of St James).

1. Ordo Communts® and Anaphora I (2P-29P)

2 iz jie honluldl ihoiasm &) Kise L
<oiao Piol <amaal, oha=l
<First Service>> (= Brightman, p. 69f.)
Gloria
Initial prayer, inc.
ol rismsio Kaswi> ~nl\r ~aim é ~a v
....... ~huasoi hamal > hoiaaro ~hlsio haa.
3a Ps 51; approach to altar; lighting of candles.
3b Preparation of oblations
4b Proemion, inc.

rﬁ...lv._uA i T T 51 W VR T L T 1wl aoek

7 Abbreviations :
Brightman — F.E. Brightman, Liturgies Hastern and Western. I, Eastern Liturgies
(Oxford, 1896).
Heiming = O. Heiming, Anaphora syriaca sancti Iacobi fratris Domini (in Anaphorae
Syriacae, 11.2 (Rome, 1953), pp. 105-79).
Raes — A. Raes, Anaphora syriaca minor sancti Iacobi fratris Domini (in Anaphorae

Syriacae, 11.2, pp. 181-209).
Riicker — A. Riicker, Die syrische Jakobosanaphora mach der Rezension des Ja'kob(h)
von Edessa (= Liturgiegeschichtliche Quellen 4; Miinster 1923).
8 For the varying structure of the Ordo Communis in Jacobite manuscripts, see P.E.
Gemayel, L'avant-messe maronile (= OCA 174; Rome, 1965), pp- 145-201.
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52 Sedro, inc.
o .“ra mwio a s as s am oo faay dm <\
e SRS TR G R S

5P Qolo; ‘etro; ‘eqbo and alternative; Sanctus; Our Father.
62 Huttomo, inc.

ymansl )l am oiol pam i Kaead i
B e o oW =
End of First Service ®hs =10 ~hr=neh (60) &l v sa

6D Second Service, inc.
121 Kol im0 Farw hall eiho Hir=a
..... hir s s hicdh La I RTEEG [. ____El‘ncx_:x_& I

Prayers for vesting
82 Washing of hands
8P Prayer for self, inc.

e £ a sy Koaar do: la s s o\ Kaim
9b Anamnesis, ine.
earn aoxa i Wadian ol | 1= ;iaiaon
..... .\_...LLun ~“hiooia clay hoaaioim aalaia
122 Proemion, inc.
war alaho oas 01 aond «ida ao\
sl oiod Kain oo Kamr s ohiled casiaaie
Sedro, inc.

~alsl ~eoio v\é Qas o r=a (12P) gela=ma L1 A®
B P WG T, SV o T

13D Censing
142 Prayer, inc.

=mira Lsoaoa r(lnoA_S.

Rt o iy 3w am efAelis Wit o ismaay o
14D Sanctus ete.

e im0 ja00 Fhuaa ] Thas o ook
.=y oy | aoro v._L_\_‘n_uﬂm{

152 Ma‘nito of Severos
Prayer before Apostle, inc.

..... -___E\C\_L._':IAC\ ____ir\C\A‘S._X ~“nAe aim laa
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Prayer before Gospel, inc.
51 hais Kl Zais é o
15 Rubries for lessons
162 Prayer after Gospel, inc. s> aax. _____'_L__-m_X o\

Sedro (text not given)
16b Censing

Sophia
n’km.\:_—» ‘3.4 ia9 ¥y paoy w=mavoiaa (sic) Khrds 0w

Creed
Prayer for washing of hands, inc.

corfhied waim Naerw
172 Prayer before altar, inc.

17 < Beginning of Anaphora>> (texts of prayers up to ,,Let us stand
aright” are omitted)

waionsta iy ha medoe adwe sdr) asaa
<l r >0 @ Koians lmrsa ) ,mc\_N
A dudo.mi la haaa s )\ Fan haadaa
Xy ‘oo X rfAvJ.\_.\

Thanksgiving
~arda ,m (sic) ha iHmwa iaaud )l miim 1aa

(= Riicker, p. 647-10)
182 Dialogue of Preface

..... o Mol Koaw Rina imes ooho
(= Brightman, p. 85; Heiming, p. 140; Riicker, p. 8)
DB aarmy o Lol i

(= Riicker, p. 6412-13)
(The following sections, up to and including the Anamnesis, are
omitted ; the scribe continues at once with :)

cert @ soare 15w asa o bs med e’ s Asa
(= Brightman, p. 88; Heiming, p. 148; Riicker, p. 18)
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(The ensuing sections up to the Fraction are likewise omitted, with
the rubric :) _
il mis Khadiae “hilh l=r ma
18b Prayer of Fraction, inc.
Lhlaa Al mois foah od ~nl asurs am

(= Brightman, p. 99)
Another, attributed to Bar Salibi, inc.

mlo hamis & Huheo male 1931 gulel Khier
B Vo A T
..... [ - is_nk\r(n aoiha fmas Kol

19 Another, attributed to Jacob of Edessa, inc.
~n <hraol <o rals sSaas . ;i=m hise
..... ve i saod U\i_—,

(= Brightman, p. 98)
202 (The prayers before the Elevation are omitted)
o T B Y 2lh hialh lmes r<_..5_o (mg) ix o0
cedhosia il @ Fhana)) ook i Lao
(= Brightman, p. 101; Heiming, p. 174; Riicker, p. 52)
200 Elevation
(= Brightman, p. 101; Riicker, pp. 52, 72)
91a Rubrics for Communion ; three pre-communion prayers (= Brightman
p. 102)
21» Communion prayers (= Brightman, p. 103)
91b-233 Prayers for communion of priests and people

93a (Thanksgiving and Inclination sections are again abbreviated)
23P Dismissal

ey o _____c_\Am
(= Brightman, p. 106)
9242-98b Ablutions (given in full, including the texts of Pss xxvi (262-P)
and xxix (260-272); = Brightman, pp. 106-9).
280 Colophon
asRo ey r(m._;q:\AU i _ flas o nle
28b-29b Eulogia

e \1 haias laa re}m_kj sok
(= Brightman, pp. 109-110)
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2. Diaconale (29P-433).
290 Title
r(mAAU Qeoha o i ~<ilaoho icew Lo
~agia iho oo [ 1ao KarSars il
imi waelino —omlaia u\h.'L.L..-.\ o halao

(= Brightman, p. 77)
302 Acts and Epistles (cp Brightman, p. 78)
30P Post Gospel
o)\ ~ino (312) i pnre> --_9'“—\*""( nlars
i@ > “ra=s) : Kol

312 Saints’ days
~r.18l Aida o eise
~inn (B31) eisad i Q Womh wiar | omhale
n L B TR T v\k\i_:mo oiay Kailva

31P Dominical feasts

sty s 5.
s il i e\ neard mirdais ol A\

At sedro (of entrance)

A= wimm i piAa

322 Creed
33a Peace; Let us stand aright
3438 During Epiklesis
BN h SR U S - R

(= Riicker, p. 664)
348-372 Intercessions I-VI®
(= Riicker, pp. 66-72; Brightman, pp. 89-95)
37a aaad <’

(= Brightman, p. 96; Riicker, p. 723f)
372 Catholica asloheda

9 In I the Metropolitan Grigorios (of Jerusalem) is specifically named : é—-.\ <. w0 ...
UL Yo W o WL NS, BN »i=n. In V the following names are mentioned : ... James, Ignatius,
Clement (supralinear), Dionysios, Athanasios, Iulios, Basil, - Gregory, Dioskoros, Timothy,
Philoxenos, Anthimos, Iwannis, Cyril, Severos, Jacob Baradaeus, Ephrem, Iacob, Isaac, Balai,
Barsauma, Simeon Stylites, Abhai.
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38b Qur Father
39a Inclination

..... il Khan.ws Plo
(= Riicker, p. 72¢f)
Elevation
(= Brightman, p. 101; Riicker, p. 761f)
39b Communion

b IS . o r(k\i:i_&_s._-.o <1 sica s aas ~lao
‘..m_-'»rﬁx - O

e B Fas ,man Swa aars alsy madais s ook
<A Ml il hrsa ek el < _adim e S-SV
I e ) hox=nov h ailoo (407) ~xsaodo
AsLy i ada pai : am ~lo omaisla i
o aay=ao Aa\@ = aiimesao

402 Responses
40P Inclination (= Brightman, p. 105; Riicker, p. 74°) (After dismissal

prayer)
"‘Q"‘:_S' i ;o saa iy acia o1lod asicin e

___Qm_nh.:o ; =oiso (ex Lias) iaas s | 00
lovl hooe Rama o mer> Kammionm <lils oo
Whaia oo ol aim M ar s hadas

N \,-H51 o sara Kodwed (412) awaw @ <o
41a Colophon

e laas o odiaon ~“hrsaeh henle
r('i_§<3 Lt e\l Rusax _____‘\__va

Thoroto of Jacob of Edessa
asiomy hisy farals saas. ,imma Khiohk

R e R i S ~aiaan am
o ioha Lo diw am ) immssa s N
420 Prayer of Mar Ephrem on wiping the chalice

~unl Ly aods .im Laa G B, W R T T . W

..... s --EGLLX
(= Brightman, p. 107)
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432 Colophon
Rrrmy <aal), nle

3. Miscellaneous prayers (433-44b)
432 Alternative prayer for Maunday Thursday
il ren ay esais cisarihoma n’k\c\_lj

am ‘L_-." ~n A\ oar=sm Llail o\ hoaoas
ALl i ey saoon

43P Alternative prayer for Holy Saturday

~“oaler ,n Maois Wimdhoma Khiie r(k\c\.XS YR
(443) = ly o> iadh > \1 hiswyr Khor naas

Nal=smey iho o3 M <L.1 N\ Lasa v Khusar s Zla

..... in.ao o ‘a_B_L.D.'\ v\_a:'\_—n_v.\_x

4. Anaphora I1 (,Small Anaphora’) of St James (44P-542)
44b Title
hoote My e 2\ iso Lo
~nl 1o r.io weoio Kioa o hor.io
iocadar ~oXoa vu_-»h..:.c\ ‘.\_.'i_r_m o R L

~ami aom _____‘1'_:7:..1 Tpalsind o, 15~ oy
o )n_._\_:.icu{_-a ~aa o® . arK

Historical note on origin of Anaphora 1
Aalahml wasiaa iy K= . aorh mcn_::.C\Av u\(r(
(452) i), sio @ an .Kasaiml fuia m Kaias 1o
yhomee Laa @ (Supral A +) .\_S._u\’ hae o @ rfas iy
)l o1 hies oo a siohlhom heaor Al dhoon

~<hoore o Lan A ama am Faoicn ooy harl=aon

LS

%

10 Similar historical notes are found in several manuscripts of the Anaphora (sece Raes,
p- 188). The wording here is almost identical to that found in Paris syr. 82 (c. 1599, Cyprus
(vid.)). The specification that this anaphora is to be used by newly ordained priests appears
not to be included in other manuseripts of the anaphora (no mention of it at least in Raes).
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452 Prayer before Peace
veimo lanr ol\w sle o1oi r-()nc\_X_S. =1

(= Raes, p. 192)
451 Peace
Prayers, inc.

A= wim aim s;malasloy dod aoia
oS g u-\hr.\_v_..‘r( = wioyr am o ol Cicia
462 Prayer before Sanctus

cAMo Far duriair oo
(= Raes, p. 194)
46" Prayer after Sanctus
e SLSTY TE¥ Y O FOTIES hoamy
(= Raes, tbid)
472 Institution narrative
T R U g, O g R N

(= Raes, p. 196)
47b Anamnesis

(= Raes, 1bid)
482 Kpiklesis
o Knlw ‘n_X.AJ.\_\)i ~raio ~eoil hoamo
(= Raes, p. 198)
492.52b Intercessions I-VIu
(= Raes, pp. 198-204)
52P Prayer before Our Father

s oo o\ i ¥ 53 a_or< r(k\n_xs ~<ama

...___-

S B
(= Raes, p. 206)
53P Prayer of Inclination

Prayer of Thanksgiving

ser Ty s u,e Qo= n’!nc\_:;_.AO_L_-ac\_nn r();m.&_s. ~aicna
(= Raes, p. 208)

11 No names are specified in I. At the Tloyto of VI (f.51°) the margin has a note reading
»Remember, O priest of God, the sinner who wrote (this), the monk Shem‘on”. Similar marginal
notes are found in other manuscripts at this point (see Raes, p. 204), although usnally the
scribes remain anonymous.
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542 Prayer of Inclination
e sha oi am o\ aoa
(= Raes, ibid)
Blessing
.{\AA 'ijb_:o __q__qn..&t{ é.;A V\'\_-> o< e LR B WO T
.é_a:‘l ~i=o failta > ‘X ~o_» i w vru"k\l{ .vnoi;

5. Colophon (54P)

Vs?}nmr{o nle Coarsm sax. e =1 aitasa <l w o
aga i r\’ca;Av s url Kiasy am o
a (o W S, it RSN, - e I G, BRSO ) G <l 5 R 8 Yo

_____1__:731 y DA< rL»_.__\_r. Soiin oy 1S eliialialy

ail, > Doty 1= Aol maloaas ohahw

-

sl h ) 1aac .l @aday oma plriarn
nmlar foma mhohao .~aaix e Os iy aian s
nlriods ~huserw c\SAr{ hay Lol .\U._-n_v_-v a
il imio raliow Jud Wiuas hiruio <huam
oM Qdwasl M= BnLiml Ko ,mode aml .Lusax
Waalel wuamaias a.hal oA vaoim iahrn

s rﬁnnu
By the might and help of our Lord Jesus Christ this small book is finished
and completed; it contains the services which priests and deacons use
in the liturgy, along with the small anaphora of Mar Jacob the apostle,
brother of our Lord. It was written at the command of our father, Mar
Grigorios, Metropolitan of Jerusalem, who is (sic)'? the feeble Gurgis; and
his disciple, the monk Shem‘on Sharwaya, gave me the order and I wrote it ;
and its completion took place on the 24th of February, of the Christian

year 1896, in the holy city of Jerusalem, and in the monastery of us Syrians,
the first Orthodox — (the monastery) which is the house of Mary the mother

12 This is a very surprising mode of reference, and one that scribes normally reserve for
themselves. The letter, Syr. 4 below, however speaks of Metropolitan Gregorios as ‘Gurgis V’,
and so there can be no doubt that the seribe is referring to the Metropolitan here. The vexatious
adjective must simply refer to the Metropolitan’s long illness, referred to in the letter.
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of John surnamed Mark, as it is written in the Acts of the Apostles, chapter
1218,

Syr. 3

Letter on ruled paper (22.9 x 29 cms) from the monk Sharwaya Gabriel,
of St Mark’s Monastery, Jerusalem, to the Reverend A.E. Suffrin («So-
phronios»), dated 10th June 1896.

The letter is in reply to one received from Suffrin, and refers to various
liturgical manuscripts copied for Suffrin and send via the priest Joseph GML,
and asks for further payment and instructions. A post-script asks for the
,,history of Mar Thomas and Thekla, and another book I wrote to you about”
to be sent.

Syr. 4

Letter on ruled paper (19.9 x 25.4 ems) from the monk Gabriel Sharwaya,
of St Mark’s Monastery, Jerusalem, to the Reverend A.E. Suffrin (;,S0-
phronios”), dated 20th December 1896.

The letter gives the news of the death of the Metropolitan ;i - =)

aiaila e sja sy alaanil. w wadiasaia
~a ¥ . ) on Friday the 20th September 1896, after an illness that
had lasted since Lent of the previous (sc. liturgical) year (i.e. spring 1896).

Syr. 5

List, on one side of folded sheet of paper (22.9 x 29 cms), of eleven litur-
gical services, given in the order of the liturgical year (beginning with the
Blessing of the Water at Epiphany).

Sebastian P. Brock

13 Richard Pococke, who visited the monastery in 1737, characterises it in very similar
terms : ,,the house of Mary, the mother of Mark, to which St Peter went when he was delivered
out of prison” (4 Description of the East, (London, 1745), TT, p. 9).



