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In theır recent deser1ıption of the Syr1aC manuscr1pts of the FKreer Gallery
of Artı Price an Ddeymour include smaill fragment, that they
discovered between the of Ql 41, 13th CENTUrCYy manuscr1pt of the
New Testament. T’hey g1ve the measurements ÖT the ama l and ote
that it 18 wrıtten ın Jacobıte Sscr1pt, mostly 1ın brown 1n (1.e black 1n
that has aged LO brown colour), but ıth few words ın red. T’hey ote
a.1sO that the amne of \ Peter OCCUTS several tımes, EVEenN ın such lımıted
amount of CX Fortunately, they provıde excellent photographs of the
LWO sıdes of the fragments, ın whıch enough words ATe leg1ble to allow
iıdentificatıon of the text.

Let 1t; be sald, fırst of all, that the scr1pt of the iragment 1s not Jacobite,
but ast Syrian (Nestorian). To CONvVvınce oneself, ıt; 1S suffi:eient LO COMLDAaLE
the photographs ıth the plates of Hatch’s dated samples of SDyTlaC wrıtıng.?

would Sa y that the scr1pt of OUT fragment sShOows gTEATEST affınıty LO that
of plate whıch reproduces page of Vatıcan SyTLaC D ast
Syrian lectionary of the Pauline Kıpıstles copıed 1n 1301 1 Shingalla ın
Indıa However, datıng scr1pt from photographic reproduction 18 rnsky
undertakıng; 13th 15th CENTUCY datıng cannot be excluded. The photo-
graphs also reveal that the materı1al of the fragment 18 Sınce OnNne

margın 1s visıble, 0)41% OCa  a ıdentify the lower photograph of the ECLO sıde
an the of the

T'he of words ın red 1n (unfortunately not always clearly dıstıin-
guishable 1ın the photographs) SUSZESTS that ave LO do ıth hıturgıcal
manuscr1pt. T’he frequent OCCUTENCE of the amlne of St Peter (Peter three
tımes an Sımon Cephas 0ONCe) SUSZESTS that ıt 1S A erVICE book that contaıns
the office for the commemorTatıon of Sts Peter an Paul, suggestion that 1s
confirmed by the four tımes of the aiIne of St Pa  E

Price an 6CVINOUTL, ‘Syriac Manusecripts ın the Kreer Gallery of Art. Wash-
ington, D Orzens Ohristianus 55 1971) 161-3

Ibid., 163
Ha tCc h, An Album of ated SYrLac Manuscriupts. Cambridge, Mass. 1946
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On lıne of the Olle a lso fınds 1ın red 1n the word da-slota, “Of prayer”.
Kor ONeE who 1S amıhar ıth the Kast Syrian hıturgy, thıs briıef rubrıe suffices
LO identify OUFL Tagmen collectıon of the type of anthems Lronarıa
that the ast SDyTLans call "onyata* an that these partıcular "onyata belong
LO either complıne nocturn of the commemoratıon of Sts eter an Paüul:
only 1n these offices, ın fact, AT E there found long SEeT1EeS of "onyala that term1ı
ate ıth the rubrıc da-slota, which introduces reference to ONe of the
ao-called gale d-“udrana, “hymns of assıstance”, LO ONe of theır varlıants.5
eTtr thıs there frequently OCCUTIS the rubrıe d-‘annıde, “Of the departed’ J

whıich introduce: reference to ONe of the hymns of the uneral offıce,® but
thıs 18 lackıng 1ın OUT Tagment. ext the rubrıe sabbah, : GIOTMy. ,
whıch that the ““Glory be to the Father...” should NO hbe chanted

the introduect.on LO the fınal ‘onıta of the offiıce 1n questıon ; 1n OUTL Ccase

do fınd U the edge of v  9 lıne Ö, bh, problaby ın red ınk, which must

represent the en of the expected rubrıe. What ollows 1ın OUT fragment 1S
b-Mabbu‘ AyyYe, ...  1n (the melody of) Kont of hfe” T'’hıs 1S the uNCLPL of
ON of the mMOSsSt commonly sed type melodıies (called 1ın Syrlac res gala,
whıich Corresponds 5O heirmos of the Byzantıne hıturgy) of the ast SDyrıan
lıturgy B 1t; 1s precisely hat ONe would eXpect LO fınd , thıs pomt.

It 1S evıdent, therefore, that OUTL fragment derıves from ast Syrian
hymnary T'he ast SyT1ans, however, ave three dıfferent kınds of hymna-
T1eS, fer1al hymnary called the Kaskol,8 dominıcal hymnary known
the Hudra® an festal hymnary called the (*azza.l0 T'he fırst Can be el1-
mınated wıthout urther ado, for ıt contaıns exclusıvely fer1al offiıces. T'he
Hudra, the other hand, cannot be automatically eliminated, because ıt
contaıns, besıdes the offıices for Sundays N certaın privileged fer1as, 1

eas par of the offices for the princıpal feasts an commemoratıons. What
the u  Ta lacks for these 0CCasıons 1s the nocturn(s) ıt. econtaıns only VESDEIS,
complıne, the vigıl offıce ‚N! matıns,11 but formerly ıt LO ave CON-

An “onıta (singular of "onyata) consısts of poetical strophe of ecclesiastical composıtıon
of widely varyıng length an metrical pattern, which 18 introduced by approprlate psalm
versicle by "Glory be to the Father...” T’he Syriac Name signif1es ‘‘response’ ; the strophe
18 conceived of LO the psalm versicle. Ser1es of "onyata chanted according to the
S1116 melody 18 called qala, .. hymn’”.

(Mr. ateos, Lelya-Sapra. HKssar d’interpretatvon des matınes haldeennes (Orientalia
Christjana Analecta 156) Roma, 1959, VT

Ibid.,
Ibid., 19, 481
Ibid.,
Ibid.,
Lbid.; 9-1  N
us the Mar ESa ya Hudra(0.); Br. Mus. Add. 7177 484), Borgla SYT. 150 (15th),

Vat. SyrT. 83 (1538), (16th) an 87 (15th) C{r. Macomber, ist. of Known Manus-
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taıned smaJl number of "onyala for the nocturns A well .12 The full office of
the NOCTLUTNS for those feasts an commemoratıons that do not fa ]] Sunday
1s found 1n the (}+azza.13

Is 1t; possıble LO decıde whether OUT fragment from manuscr1pt
of the Hudra OT the (}+azza ® FHKor thıs ıt; 11l be NECESSaLY to ıdentify ONe

IMoOoTe of the partıcular "onyata that Ca  z be diıscerned 1n the photographs, LO
sSece€t whether they belong LO complıne LO nocturn. 'To do thıs, ave
compared the few words that ALr leg1ıble 1ın the fragment ıth the full offıce
for the commemoratıon of Peter an Paul, ASs ıt has een publıshed by the
Chaldeans,14 the Nestoriansl5 an by Martın.16 By oTEALt g00d fortune, ON
‘onıta 1n Ul  9 nes LO f but One ‘onıta only, R  = hbe ıdentified ıth ONne

that 18 found ın the Chaldean breviary!” an In the text of Martın ;18 the
Nestorian brevlary lacks ıt Its acunae ATe Cas y LO fill from the published
EXTtsS ave ere decıpherment of a ]] the Jleg1ıble portions of the text,
of the fragment, together ıth conjectured restitutions an translatıon1!®.

Recto
celest1ial1 [By the Prayers Of | | M al]a[>] na ]

EK Lord, thy Church which Ä\.L:\\1 Masıthou hast; chosen for thyself)
By the Pra yers of aul ®C\.&C\ß\ DA s

IM &rhave mercy|], OUrTr Lord, thy WOT-

cT1pts of the Chaldean Hudra’, Orzentalia OChristiana Perzodica OUFP) 125-8, 1LT’'S,. d
1 > 15, 1 5} 21 25

In SOTNE MSS of the (Gazza, ike Vat SYT. 590, Man y three ‘"onyata at the beginning
of S’)IMNEe of the STOUPS of '"onyata that ave the Sarne res qala Are set, ar an ATr’C Occasıonnally
n0Te specifically being n the Hudra’” (e.g. FT. Ir9 an 47°9), while the rest. AI noted being
“r the (Aa7zza) (e.g. . 3v0 nd 4v°)

hus the nOcturns for Easter nd Pentecost; Aare found In the Hudra because they Ar

moveabl: feasts that always f3l Sunday. ‘I’he nocturns for Christmas and Ascension, the
CONtrary, must be sought In the (jazza because hristmas 18 fixed an! Ascension always falls
Ihursday.

Bremxarıium zuxta rıtum Syrorum Ortentalium, d esSL, ('’haldaeorum ll BC), Pars },
Pentecoste ad Dedicationem. Paris, 1887,

Ktaba da-QOdam wa-d-Batar, wa-d-Hudra, wa-d-Kaskol, wa-d-Gazza, w-qala d-* Udrane,
am Ktaba d-Mazmore Il 5)N), vol Trichur, 1960, 678-701
SMartin, Sarnt Pıerre et Sarnt anl dans l’Eglise nestorıenne. Parıs, 1875, Lext
D (published Trom Br. Mus. Add 7R U 1544], {£f. 146r°-177r9

17 . 460 23  N
Op c1ıt., text 49 12-4 /translation 114
Conjectured restitutions, ın both the text and translatıon more daring In the latter), AT

seft, off by brackets, while words ın the translation added LO complete the Arc put ıIn
parentheses. Words of the text, ın red ınk Al’C underlined ıth solid line, whereas dash under

indıvyıdual letter indicates uUunNnsure reading.
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shipers. By [the Pra yers of |
keep a ]] |harm ] TOM thy servants

By the Prayers of Paul
.DdaAass e al

frustrate | the desıire of the 1 Ar ] A LTEWicked One that he mMa y not
[ By the prayers| of Simon Cephas, [a

those who attrı-Lord],
bute Passıons to the divine essence.20 By
the Pra yers of keep, OUTr

Lord, a 11 OUL communıty By|] the
Prayers of eter waiian mM&[_;‚:]

Verso
take theır delight In ND &aAn Interesting Fragment of an East Syrian Festal  75  shipers. By [the prayers of]  5R HET E  keep all [harm] from thy servants  By the prayers of Paul  ONO  walası mhalı  [frustrate] the desire of the  mX  >]  < \ı msrn  Wicked One so that he may not  048 066  [By the prayers] of Simon Cephas,  VRWT H ENT  [m]im . Cara _ asrLı  those who attri-  [O Lord],  CR EEAHEN  RE EHEHERE  bute passions to the divine essence.®0 By  e eanr  the prayers of  keep, O our  Lord, all our community  .....  [By] the  prayers of Peter  waiar mhal[z>]  Verso  take their delight in  NC  s emm.:wäcn  ... [Variation in] (the melody of) Cle-  [mMsin]ı <ra k < I>a mAus[5] ..  ment and full of mercy. And a (rejoicing)  mother of children).?  VERUEEN E  Peter  oalaaoa wailya  and Paul  [let us] prais  ST ‚.IJ.\X sany[ 3 ]  [Christ], who has glorified  Peter, Prince of the Apostles, [and Paul,  M saler <@ei waiha]  Doctor of the Gentiles], pray and beseech  aan Sı m@ıalm oalaao]  Christ, that he have pity on us in his  [ebs  DAı  ‚z.‘nÄ]  aazıa hra  lovingkindness. (Hymn) of prayer: [and  Aafe] .  r(äu\Ä_;.1 ‚D anı  variant of the 16th hymn].?? Chant the  ...................  s s aADD  Gloria Patri in (the melody of) Font of  He ... this our community and  t<'\.\,l0r<.\cneu.:.  preserve them  @00R HE CN  the Calumni-  ator, the enemy of our nature  wn  aar Mı 5\[nl;n’]  thy [Church] at all times  'L.\..la:  v\ä\[1_\]  .................  D Kr  Paul  [&o]alas  The amount of the text of the ‘onita that can be read in our fragment is so  great that the possibility of coincidence is clearly excluded. It is confirmed,  however, by the re$ gala that can be deciphered in verso, line 2 : ‘‘[in] (the  melody of) Clement and full of mercy” ; this is precisely the one indicated  by both Martin and the Chaldean breviary. In both of these sources this  particular ‘onita occurs near the end, but not at the end as here, of a nocturn  — the second of two in the case of Martin’s text, whereas in the Chaldean  20 I.e. the Monophysites.  21 Ps 113, 8 (112, 9 in the Septuagint and Vulgate).  22 Per se the hymn of assistance to be indicated should be the one that has the same re& gala  as the group of ‘onyata that immediately precedes it. The one I indicate here has ‘‘Clement  and full of mercy” as the incipit.of its initial ‘onita. Cfr. BC I, 139* ; BN I, 156 (bis). No matter  see how space can have been left over for an indication of the ‘onyata for the departed that  normally follow. AIl of our sources except Borgia Syr. 87 have some such indication in the present  case| Varlıatıon ın | (the melody of) (2e m sı 3 r Ca . < A\>aQa m130[ |

ment an full of ©  V, And (7e702C1NM)
mother of children).%1 Peter al aaQ ai\-a
an aul [let us| pPrais saumy|3 }|Christ|], who has gloriıfied
DPeter, Prince of the Apostles, [and Paul, !{.\L\.LY.\ m.3 epcn.\„[s]
VDoector of the Gentiles!, PEa Yy an beseech E RA A0 \ > w ataaa]
Christ, that he have pıty In hıs W OA331)]1 Aayzs dıra
lovingkindness. Hymn) of DTYAYET; |and sn ] <a en C» hana\n
varlıant of the L6th hymn |.®% Chant the

( 333 D OD ND(diorıa Patrı In (the melody of) ont of
hııte. thıs OUr communıty an r(i.\„lor<.lmeu.;

them the Calumnı-
ator, the I  Y of OUr nature eß'\ MN M_ 190 p  e  i[nlar]

thy UTrC. at all tımes \.\..L3:) N
. ..aul [ ]aias

'T’he amount of the text of the ‘onıta that Can be read ın OUT fragment 1s
ogTe2a that the possibılıty of colıncıdence 1s clearly execluded. It 1S confırmed,
however, by the TeES gala that Ca  s be decıphered 1n V  9 lıne ın (the
melody of) Clement ‚N! full of mercy”'; thıs 1s precısely the ONe indıicated
DYy both Martın an the Chaldean brevlary. In both of these SOUTCES thıs
partıcular ‘onıta OCCUTIS ear the end, Birt not T the en here, of nocturn

the second of LWO 1ın the Case of artın s texXT, whereas 1n the Chaldean

LO the Monophysites.
Ps 193 (112, In the Septuagınt an Vulgate).
Per the hymn of assıstance LO be indicated should be the ON  D that has the Same res qala

the of "onyata that, immediately precedes it. The ONe indicate here has ‘“Clement
and full of mercy” the ınCLPL of ıts initjal “onıta. fr I‚ 139* ; I’ 156 (bıs) No matter
SCcECe how P Can have een eft Ver for indiecation of the onyata for the departed that
normally follow. All of OUTr SOUTCES eXcept Borgıla SYT. 87 have SOINE such indication 1ın the present
ase
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brevıary ıt; 18 ear the enN! of the only nocturn.?3 We INay conclude, therefore,
that OUTr fragment represents part, nOot of complıne, but of NOCTUCN, and
that + der1ves, consequently, from manuscr1pt of the (razza, not of the
Hudra

ave called thıs iragment ıIn tıtle ınteresting”. Its interest 18 evıdent-
1y not constituted by ıts SI1Ze ıts extual contents Its date, the other
hand, 18 already element of interest. If 14th CENTtUrY datıng 18 COTITECT,
ıt would make thıs older than an of the manuscr1ıpts of the (+a7z79 indıcated
by Baumstark24 SaVvVe Urmı1a College M$ 130 11th century an Deert,
Chaldean Kpıscopal Resiıdence 32 14th century),?2® hıch ave both
presumably been destroyed?6e,

Its princıpal iınterest, however, 1 least 1n oOpınıo0n, 18 constituted by
the fact that ave only een abhle LO identiıfy ONe of ıts "onyata. In the
sıde, parts of four "onyata Can be recogn1ızed the ONe that ave ıdentified
(lines LO 73 the ONne that between ıt; and ıts YeES gala (lines LO 9), the
ONe that precedes the Yes qgala (one word and ONe letter ın line }} an the One
that ollows the rubrıe sabbah (hines to 12) T’he sıtuatıon of the ECLO sıde
A revealed In the photographs, 18 unclear. However, Martın Amt of the
Kreer Gallery of Art informs that there ATe words etters of thıs
sıde wrıtten 1n red ınk 'T'’hıs that a 11 44 Nnes mMmost probably derıve
from sıngle long “°onita. Hrom translatıon 1t; 1s clear that the CONTEeENTS
of the entire sıde 1S homogeneous, sSerT1IEeS of invocatı]ıons of the intercession
of Sts Peter and Paul 'The only doubt 1s whether there Ma y not. be LWO
"onyalta, ONe ınvokıng St; Paul’s Prayers an the other St; Peter’s, ıth the
separatıng psalm versıcle ın red ın fallıng 1ın the Part of the Page that has
een ost

T’hus We ave Parts of 1 least fıve "onyata 1n OUTL fragment, only ONe of
whıich Ca  a} be found iın publıshed SOUTCes In addıtıon, ave also ınvestigated
such manuser1pts of the (+azza A AI avaılable LO ın Rome, Vatıcan
SyT1aC 16th century), an Vatıcan Borgla DYyTlaC &628 and 8729 (both

It 1S the 892nd ut of 114 "onyata before the hymn of assıstance ın the 2nd nocturn of Mar-
tin  s text anı the 31st 0Out of 30 In

Ba umstark, (Zeschichte der syrıschen Interatur. Bonn, 1922, J04, 0i

u S nrLOTL skepticiısm cConcerning the date of the Urmia 1S hard LO Justify.
There 18 LWwO volume (}azza MS 110 T the Chaldean Church ın Mardıin, probably identical
ıth Diabekir MSS 43 an 4 $ that, could be old the 14th century.

(Mr. SN 0S ‘Notes Sur les manuserits Syr1aques de Diarbekir et, auUutres localites d“
rient', Le Museon 1937 347, an Macomber, “"The Oldest Known ext of the Ana-
phora of the postles Addai anı Marı ‚OCP 1966 335, {I1.

27 vo-
Pp 342-404
Pp 290-305 These two manuscripts Are LWwoO volumes of ON collection that Was probably
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late 19th CeNturYy, but the former Was copıed from much older manuscrı1pt,
Ian y SPaCces ave een eft blank where the Lext W as M1SSINZ ıllegıble) ;

Olle Öf them has al y of the four unıdentifiıed ‘onyata.
FThis, submıt, 1S rather remarTkable. In the Case of Borgıa SDyrlac 87 an

the Chaldean an Nestorian brevlarıes, it 1s not quıte SUTPTISING ; the
fırst has ONe nocturn ıth only "onyala, whıle the other Lwo 3, 180 ave ONe

NOCTUCN, but ıth "onyata each. Vatıcan DyTlaC 990, the other hand,
has 108 "onyalta, Borgıa SDyTLaC has 153 both ın sıngle NOCTUCN, whiıle
British useum Addıtional (148, the manuscr1pt from which Martın
published thıs LEXT, has total of 168, divyıded iınto LWwO nocturns.3°9

It 1s noteworthy that a ]] of the "onyata of the (C'haldean an Nestorian
brevJarıes (whıch ATre not ıdentical, EeEVEeNI though the total number 1S the
SaTlıe each has 13 that the other lacks) ATr found ın the London manuscr1pt,
an thıs 1s true of a, ]] but 0)]41% of those of Borgla SDyTr1aC O61 al ] but of those
of Borgla SyTriaC an a ]] but 18 of those of Vatıcan SDyrLaC 590 In other
words, WEeIe lımıted LO these SE SOUTCES, could ave the 1mpress1ion
that the London manuscr1pt reproduces almost intact INOTeEe ancıent
large collection of "onyala, and that the other OUICEeS Ar only less
radıcal abrıdgments of the SAaINne colleection.

The FKreer fragment LO modıfy thıs 1mMpress1on. T’he theory of
or1gınal large collection from whıich exıstıng SOUTCE>S would ave made
selections Ca  - st111 be maıntaıned, but, 1f ıt; be LrueE, the orıgınal collection
must ave een consıderably Jarger than the 168 '"onyala of British Museum
Addıtional TE plus the Ne  z ONes found ın the other three manuscr1pts
(not because ONe ‘onıta 1s found ın LWO of them). If had een abhle LO

identiıfy NOn of the "onyata of the HKreer {ragment, miıght suspect the
of completely independent collection, but ıth identifıcatıon

such extreme hypothesıs untenable. T'he TagmenNtT, therefore,
SUSZESTS the possıbılıty that there Was or1g1nally Vorr arge collecetion of
‘onyata ın the Gazza, probably 1L1LOTIe than 200, and that al ] exıstıng US-

cr1pts derıve from ı6
By WAaYy of conclusıon, INa y ote ONe other question that the Hreer

fragment ralses, but LO which definıtıve AaANSWEeEeLI C  - hbe g1ven. refer to
the fact that the paır of "onyata that ave theır res gala ‘“Clement an full

made for the of study rather than for lıturgical uUuSsSe. All of Borgla SYyT. S6 an part of 87
to derive TOM the ONE ancıent SOUT'CEC, whereas the rest. of 87 derives TOM Man y SOUTCES the

offıce of eter an Paul, In particular, to OMe TOM Catholie ater than 1700 be-
Cause that part includes several offices composed by Patriarch Joseph I1 (1696-1712).

'The division, however, 18 not normal ON } the fırst. nocturn does termınate ıth hymn
of assıstance, but this 1s not followed by GANOND, tesbohta, karozuta an madrasa, 18 regularly
the CcCase. ateos, cıt., 10  —
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of mercy” 1S the fınal before the hymn of assıstance ın the iragment,
whereas ıt; 18 far from being fınal 1ın an of the other SOUTCEeSs that ave 15
It 18 the 29th Out of 35 of '"onyata havıng the Samne TeEsS gala ın British
Museum Addıtional 7178 Out of 19, ıf lımıt ourselves LO the second
nocturn), ”5th Out of In Borgla SDyTlaC 56, 283rd out of 1ın Vatıcan SDyT1aC
590 and 15th Out of 19 ın the (C'haldean DrevlarYy ; Borgıla Syriac S87 an the
Nestorian brev1ary lack ıt; altogether.

Varıous tentatıve explanatıons Ma y be offered. One could be that
ave ere the en! of the fırst nOocturn, whıich would ave een followed by
second that probably contaıned Han y "onyata STOUDS that Are not represented
ın an y of the other OUT’CES thus far examıned unless, of COUTSE, the second
nocturn Wäas much shorter than the {ırst, unlıke the London manuscr1pt.
Another possıbılıty 1s that there Ma y ave een but sıngle nocturn that Was

much shorter than hat 18 found ın OUTr other OUTCES somewhat less
probable hypothesıs, perhaps, SINCE the whole tendency of development

to ave een OWwarTds abrıdgment, such that the older manuser1ıpts
tend to ave longer nocturns than the INOTeEe recent. thırd possıbılıty might
be that the order of the of "onyata 1ın the manuscr1ipt from whıch OUT

thus far examıned, a ]] of whıich faıthfully the order of the London
codeX, omıtting ere an there SOINe of the STOUDS, but changıng the
order.


