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During the past few specıal attention has een ocused uPON the
Varlous 1conographical representatıons of the equestrian Warrıor-Saıints 1ın
general! and the theme of the equestrian St George wıth the amalJ l {1gure
rdıng behind hım ın partıcular2?. Several theorIJes ave een advanced LO
solve the puzzle ıth respeCct LO the ıdentity of thıs amall DEISON, who 18
mounted behind the Saınt. Interesting N! instruct.ıve SOINe OT the PTO-
posed interpretatıiıons ATe, 1t; 1s teelıng, however, that they do not relate
fully LO the IESSADC whıch the medıaeval Eastern Orthodox churches trıed LO
COM VEY through thıs partıcular 1conographıcal ımage.

HKor Nan y9W estern theolog1ans, hıstorlans N students of Byzantıne
TT WeIC eıther uUuNawäare of the SMa PEISoN who AD PDEAIS rıdıng behind SOINeEe

of the W arrıor-Saints, they WEeItc unable to properly ıdentiıfy hım Thus,
for example, emınent and notable 1conogrTapher an archaeologıst lıke
Adolphe-Napoleon Dıdron noted “the of the slave, but could not
eaTr of al y explanatıon 3, He had Inquired the Greek monks 91 the
monasterlies of Meteora and of Mount Athos about the s1gnıf1canNCce ‘(0f thıs
chıld ıth the CWEeTI of whıch the Jegend o0es not speak”, but apparently
ONne could enlıghten hım4. In hıs study T'he Tcons of Cyprus, Talbot
Rıce diseusses three Cypriot 1CONS, whıch portray the Saınt (St George)
rdıng LO the place of combat ıth amall fıgure mounted behiınd hım In
these 1CONS, the posıtion of the small DPEISON even Varles. Thus, for example,

processional 1con 91 Pano Panaghıa the ama l PeErSsoN AD DECAIS below the
Saılnt’s rıght arm)®, whıiıle prımıtıve 1con “ar quıte early date” the SamIne
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church‘®, an another 1con 91 Korakou of the Saılnt’s AI DAasses
round the f1gure, ASs ıf LO hold hım 1n posıtıon. Although Professor Rıce

recogn1ızed the eed for ıdentiıfyıng thıs PCeISON, he felt 1 the tıme of the
wriıting of hıs book that neıther meanıng NOr OT1Z21N of the fıgure WEeTITeEe

certaın, an that the suggest1onNs whıch WeIte advyanced ın hıs text should be
regarded being prelımınary.

Knlart Was of the opınıon that the smaill f1gure seated behınd St. George
represented the donor of the wall-painting 1c0n8. ITrue, donors of 1CONS,
ecelesiastıical objects an churches ave een 1conographıcally represented 1n
dımınutıve S1ZES. Generally speakıng, however, ese donors AIe eıther shown
presenting the object ın question LO Chrıst the Holy Vırgın, they ALC

portrayed ın the posıtıon. Sınce neıther posture 1S applıcable 1n OUL

Case, Ca  - readıly dısmıss KEnlart’'s suggestion. Rıce mentılons that
the DEISON mounted behınd St George might poss1bly be the prIINCESS, whom
the Saılnt 1S takıng ome after havıng rescued her T‘’hıs hypothesıs faıls LO

explaın the coffee-pot EWeTl and the towel, which AI carrıed by the small
PEISON assoclated 36 St George. Moreover, ın the Case of MOST 1CONS, the
fıgure sShOWws VeLy clearly masculıne characterıst1ics, an there ATC only few
exceptions LO thıs rule, when thıs amall DEISON 18 depicted ın female garb.
Nevertheless, ıt 1S interesting LO note, that Professor Rıce would publısh the
iıdea of see1ng 1n the amal[l fıgure thought that Was current ın
Uyprus 1 the tıme of hıs research. On recent vısıt to Calro 1972 COM HMeN-

ted LO Mr Isaac FHanus, ONe of the most distinguished Coptic 1cOoNogTaphers of
OUTL generatıon, about the smal[l female DPEISON that he had placed behind the

equestrlan St. George. Hıs reply indiecated that he Sa 1ın thıs fıgure the

veErYy PTINCESS who had een delivered from the dragon ASs 1t 18 recorded ıIn
the Coptıc Synaxarıum?®. In fact, the mMOSt recent Coptiıc representatıons of
the equestrıan St. George DOTtIaY the Saınt spearıng dragon ıth
PrINCESS mounted behind hım.

Another explanatıon about the ıdentıity of thıs amall DEISON 18 that he

represents the Salnt’s Squıre, 2,N' that thıs combınatıon influenced bYy W estern
chıvalry W S introduce into Kastern 1CONOgTaphy after the Crusades. In
thıs context, ıt 1s atressed that thıs theme 18 particularly frequent ın the
Kastern portions of the Byzantıne world which WeTe subjected Crusader
influencel®.

On the 0ccasıon of the Sıxth Internatıonal Congress of Byzantıne Studıes

6 Tbıd., No 8 9 pl
Tbıd., No S1, pl
Enlart, CY ”Art Gothıque Chypre. Parıs, 1899, vol I, 248, fig 141
St. George 1S ecommemorated the 283rd of Barmüdah (1st of May gregorl1an.)
KRıce, Ci.,
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ın Parıs ın 1948, Talbot Rıce presented entitled “ Accom-
panıed George 11, After statıng that “°the number of 1conogTraphıcal
vanantıs ın the portrayal of St G(G(eOorge 1s perhaps EVEON I1NOTeEe consıiderable than
that of the legends that CONCEeEeIN 22  hım Professor Rıce relates the STOTY whıch
he had heard ın Cyprus It 1S the legend of the loyal coffee boy ““Once uDON

tıme, St George Was sıttıng 1ın coffee-house when the eWSsS of the princess’
danger W as brought LO hım A* ONGCE, he Jumped uUuDOLN hıs horse 2,N' set 0ut to
LESCUE her wıthout finıshıng hıs coffee. But the lad, who operated the coffee-
sShop, refused LO allow the Saılınt LO leave unrefreshed LO such eNCOUNTET,
an Jumped ONto the horse behınd the Saınt, coffee pot ın hand.” T'’he
identificatıon of the amall fıgure rdıng behind the Saılnt ıth the °coffee boy
aD PCAIS LO be accepted by several Byzantınısts??.

Another explanatıon LO the puzzle of the smaill f1gure rıdıng behind the
Warrıor-Saıint 1S traced LO the realm of Iranıan mythology. In Pers]an art,
from Sassanıan tımes onwards, Bahram (z+ur 1S sald to ave een habıtually
shown ıth hıs rıdıng behıind hım Can ıt be that the theme of the
accompanıed rıder 1ın Persıa and the Chrıistian ast Was derıved from SOTITNe

COININON prototype % The identificatıon of Braham (z+ur ıth the delty
Verethragana, wh W as often shown mounted, has een proposed by Orbeli,
who DOES to suggest that Man y of the attrıbutes of thıs de1ty WeIC ıdenti1-
fıed ın Asıa Mınor ıth St. Georgel3, T'hıs tıme ıt; 18 not coffee boy, but
agaln female who 18 beheved LO be mounted behıind the Sannt, an whatever
has een sald above ıth respeCct LO the PTINCESS 1s 9180 applıcable LO thıs
suggest1lon.

few ASO, Howell proposed another solution to the problem
of the amall fıgure rıdıng behind the Warrıiıor-Saint14. In artıcle entıtled
°‘A1l-Khadr an Chrıistian Jeons”, the author deser1ibed hıs vısıt to the Greek
Orthodox Monastery of St Catherine ,{ Sınal, where he had SeenN several
1cC0ONs of St. George ‘“mounted horse and seated behind hım small
fıgure Carryıng pOot an sometımes CUPD A well, whıich 1s beıng offered LO
the saınt.” Apparently much intrıgued by the feelıng of interdependence
that exısted between the (Areek Sınaılıtes 2,N' the Muslim Bedoums hıvıng

aN around them, Professor Howell SUSZESTS that the amaJ l f1gure
should be identifıed ıth the slamıc al-Khadr. He ArSUES, *that 1cCONs
referring to Muslım tradıtıon about al-Khadr s<hould be found ın thıs partıc-
lar monastery 1S not SUTPISINS when OI remembers that oun Sınal 1S

Aa KRıce, °'The Accompanied St. George”, 381
H.9g. the Byzantinologists Mary HT an Me ga W,
Orbel K '“Sasanıan an Karly slamıc meta. work”, SUrvey of ersıan Art, vol 1 728,

quoted by KRice, loc. Crt.
Howell, 0 CH., 41-51
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revered by Muslıms well by Christians an ews H would ave een
diffieult for the monks isolated ın the desert an dependent theır ne1gh-
bours for labour an safety of theır supplıes, LO ave avoılded learnıng g00d
deal ou Muslım tradıtıons an legends from theır servants an visıtors...
One cannot help feelıng that the communıty, whıch had een stute enough
LO invent hat; might be called "T’he Donatıon of Mohammad’ LO eNSUITIeE the

MOoNastery agaınst the rapacıty of the rulers of YyYpP would choose LO sıte

chapel dedicated LO St. George at such strateg1ic point, namely above the

entranCce, tryıng LO uUSe the superstition of the bedoumns to prevent all-out
ttacks go0dS and pulg ms 15 Professor Howell 1s quıte correct 1ın poiting
Out the VL Y close mythologıical an Eeven functional relationshıp between
St George an a]l-Khadr. 'T'hıs fact has een suffic1ently demonstrated by
several anthropologısts and theolog1ans!®. However, 1t 1s altogether
dıfferent proposıtıion for Christians lıyıng ın the slamıc ontext LO 1NCOTPO-
rate into theır 1conogTaphy of St George slamıc eme ıke that of

al-Khadr Here, neıther the exıstence of the century Mosque of
‘Umar ın the Monastery of St Catherine!” NO the fabhricatıon of hat
the author calls ‘“T’he Donatıon of Mohammad’” Ca  a be cıted sub-
stantıate thıs hypothesıs!8. Moreover, ıt 18 very unlikely that the emall

fıgure rMdInNg behind St George an Y other arrıor-Saint W as originally
invented by the monks of the Monastery of St Catherıine, who subsequently
would ave had LO inspiıre theır iconographers LO iIncorporate thıs fıgure
iconographically. T'he cult of St. George, though VCEYy prevalent al
Kastern Christians hıyıng under slamıc dominatıon, Was, In fact, not partıc-
ularly emphasızed 91 Sinal1l?, and the Chapel of St (G(eOrZe, which 15 referred
to DYy Professor Howell, Was construected by Napoleon’'s archıtects?®. Irue.,
ıt 1S tempting LO SEPEC ın thıs small fıgure kınd of spiırıt alter CDO assoclated

T bıd.,
'The close relationsh1ip between George an al-Khadr has been the theme of

Zeitschrift Ades Deutschen Palästı-studies. ] L', Lydıa, °°Mar Eljas, e] Khadr und Djirdjis’
na- Vereins, I’ 1894, 492 anl Friedländer, Israel, V Pa Geschichte der Khadr-

Legende’”, Archiuv für Religionswissenschaft, XL 1910, 161 FE Krıss, Rudol{£, "°S%. Georg-al
Hadı". Bayerisches Jahrbuch für Volkskunde. München, 1960

17 As peculiar 1t May appcar find MOSQUE withın Christjan monasterYy, there 276

er instances of thıs practice. 'T’he Monastery of St. Menas al Ma:  uüt (Mareotis) south-west of

Alexandria used LO have MOSYUC ın which the bedouins worshipped.
Yor English translatıon of the text of thıs firman, ef. Meın S, O Christian IyYP

Ancıent (LN Modern Ca1ro, 1965, 374-375
Irue, Canon Morıson, wh' visited the Monastery of St. Catherine In 1697, wäas shown

N: Man y other relics Iso those of f George. At the Same tıme, however, the of

SOINEC relics of saınt does necessar1ly indicate the exıistence of cult. Sieur Morıson,
Relatıon historıque d’un voyage nouvellement fart Mont de Sinar. Toul, 1704, DE

Meinardus, O., 0 6, 384
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ıth the Saıint, an ıt 1s well-known that St George has een consıdered ASs

personıficatıon of al-Khadr. Furthermore, the deplction of the attendant
mıght possıbly $ the tradıtiıonal deser1ptions of the Muslım Saılınt Yet, 1t; 1s
altogether miısleadıng to StTAaTte that “‘these 1C0ONs from Sınal AIe therefore
remarkable an perhaps isolated examples of the voluntary iıllustration of
Muslım themes by Christian artısts.’’21 AÄAs attractıve Professor Howell’s
theory of seeıng 1n the small fıgure al-Khadr mıght a PPECAT the fırst sıg ht,

examınatı]ıon of hıs arguments o0es show that ı4 1s really quıte untenable
Johann Aufhauser, who has convıincıngly demonstrated the OT121N

of the tradıtıons of St George’s fıght agaınst the dragon, SUSDESTS that the
ama f1gure mıght be servant of St George. He consıders even the possı bılı-
vYy of see1ng ın hım Pankratios Pasıkrates Passekras, who 31 the VeLY
en of the passıon of St, George aD DEAIS eye-wıtness an compuer of the
repOoTtS.

should lıke LO SUggEST that the ımage of the equestrıan Warrıor-Saint
ıth the smaill PEISON mounted behind hım ılustrates the theme of the CS-
trıan savıour-hero Savlour-saınt reSCUINg belıever f{irom persecution,
sufferıng even martyrdom. In the Case of St, George, Hasluck a ]-
ready pomted QOut that “°the incıdent often depicted 1C0ONs (1s that) of
hıs (St George’s) TESCUE of Christian slave from Muslım master 1n
dıstant land.’’23 As 1s well-known, equestrıan gods and equestrıan heroes
ave een objects of veneratıon an adoratıon 1n several Eastern Mediterra-
ean cults from pre-Chrıstian days onwardes24. Often portrayed the hero1ce
hunter, the Thracıan Horseman dressed ın short tunıc an chlamys,
whıch flies behind hım ıIn wınd, INAaYy be sSeen kınd of mythologıical
prototype of the Christian equestrian Warrıor-Saint. T'hıs 1s especlally
evıdent 1f ONe consıders the secondary 1conographiıcal 1mages, namely the
fact that he IS shown always gallopıng OwaTrTds tree, around whıch serpent
1s entwıned. In hıs right hand, which 1S ralsed, he holds another
weapon*>, Another mythological ımage whıch preceded OUFL equestrian
Warrtıior-Saint by OVerTr thousand 1s shown ıIn the relief of the Kgyptlan

Howell, D C2., 51
Aufhauser, B.; Ci., 166 T’he Syrian text hım Hippocrates. ef. a}

3 N, ‘“ Über die apokryphen Märtyrergeschichten des Cyriacus mıt Julitta und des Georgius’”’,
Sıtzungsberichte der könıglıchen nreussıschen Akademie der W ıssenschaften Berlın, 1887, 354

| cK, W.; Chrıstranıty and Islam under the Sultans. Oxford, 1929, vol I’ SV I1l.
the relief Carvings of Artemis and the equestrian Dioscuri of Pisıdia NO In the Kunst-

historischen Museum, Vienna, the IThracian Horsemen In the Beany Institute Museum In
Canterbury aN! In the Archaeologica]l Museum 1ın Thessalonica.

Most; of the Thracian Horsemen monuments Are eiıther funerary votıve. Hoddin 06%,
O' CH., 51
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equestrian Horus spearıng Seth, the god of the underworld, who 1S depicted
In the form of erocodile?6. Agaın, the horseman 1ncorporates the (G00d,
who OVerCOMMES, defeats an destroys the vıl One In fact, mythologically
speakıng, the horse 1s often understood A the symbol of immortalıty, an
the horseman 1s SeeIIl the proteCctOT, and EeVEN A the J9 VIOUT of both the

lıyvıng an the dead??. Wıthın the Chrıistian cult, the equestrıan Saılnt ASs such

aPPCaIs already 1n the Vth ith CENTUCY ın the pper Egyptian cıty of

Panopolıs (Akhmim), about the Sallle tıme, when the west-bank of the
Rıver ıle ın the Monastery of St Shenute (W hıte Monastery) Christians
chiselled out of lımestone equestrian Chrıist attended Dy LWwoOo angels?28,

The equestrlan Warrior-Saıint fıghting agalınst the dragon, however, o0€eSs
not aD DA ın eıther lıterary iconographical forms before the
X I1IIth CENTUTY, whıich clearly exeludes the ıdea of ALLY direct immedı1ate
eross-fertilızatıon from an Y of the ancıent mythologıical ımages. What dıd
SUTVIVe throughout the centurıes Was the desıre LO place the most ımportant
<a V1lour-saınt uDON horsehback AS 50 enable hım to confront 11NOTE drama-

tıcally the dreadful beast, the dragon.
It has een pointed out that the eme of the equestrian Warrior-Saıint

ıth the youth rdıng behind hım ÖOa  — be traced LO the post-Crusader per10d.
Rıce mentijoned that the earhest example 18 1con whıch Wa formerl1y

1n the Greek church 91 Alexandropol ; 1ıt Was taken hıther from KHrzerum,
an ıt 18 sald LO eaT the date of 4897 4E has undergone consıderable repalnt-
Ing T'he additional rıder 1S of extremely dimınutive S1Ze, but the PrINCESS
an SpeCctLatOrs 4176 a,1s0 veLYy emall29. Krom the Vth century on wards,
examples where the addıtional rıder apPCAaLs become 1HOTre and INOTeEe U

TOUS rather interesting Vth CENTULCY iıllustration of thıs theme 18 wall-

paıntıng at Harlau 1ın Rumanıa, whıich 18 mentioned by Myslevıc3°. When

OÖgier (+hiselın de Busbecg, the imperl1a|l ambassador LO the orte, visıted
southern Turkey ın 1555 he noticed how the ‘M urks chake wıth laughter
when they sSc6e ın the Greek churches plıctures of St; George whom they

u, Charles, "Horus et Saıint Georges’”, Revue d’Archeologıe, XX
1876, 196 I, XX XE 1877, 23 ff 5% r’1ıe ET D: Paganısm and Christvanıty
un IyP Cambridge, 1913 137-140.

2’7 Wor urther readıng thıs subject, ef. Salın, E 9 La eivilisatıon merovınqıENNEe. Parıs,
1959, vol I 148-149

We SS l) Klaus, Komtische Kunst IDre Spnätantıke un Ägympten. Recklinghausen, 1936, 1

Lynch, B‚ Armen1ıa, Travels and Stüdızes London, 1901, vol I’ 192821929 'hıs 18

VELY strange StOTY, for normally century 1cC0ONs do not ear ate !

Myslevic, Josef, ‘“Saıint Georges dans art chretien oriental’”, Byzantinoslavıca, V‚
373
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declare LO be theır OW. Chederle31 ıth boy sıttıng the haunches of
hıs master’s steed M1xXIng wıne and water fOor hım, for thıs 18 the INanner ın
which St. George 1S paınted by the Greeks.’’32 By the CENTUTY, there-
fore, the theme of St. George wıth the small PEISON rıdıng behind hım Was ell
establıshed T’he famous CENTULCY 1con of St; George adorned ıth
Prec10ous pearls, whıch 1S ın the possession of the monks of the Mount Athos
Monastery of Hagıou Pavlou, shows the equestrıan Saınt ıth small PEISON
mounted behınd hım, who 1s clothed ın Turkısh dress an wearıng turban33.

Talbot Rıce correctly poınted Out that the small fıgure o0eSs not SeEEIN to
aD PEa paıntıngs of the 1NOTeEe accomplıshed ‘“court-style” the Byzantıne
world, NnOT 1s he known ın the W est34. ThısE that the amall PEeEIrSON Was

introduced LO the Eastern 1conogTraphy of the equestrian Warrtior-Saıint
through the popular cult, whıich had always venerated St; George an has
always SeenNn 1ın hım the celest1ial protector of the faıthful agaınst the Muslım
infıdels. One mıght SaYy, therefore, that the small f1gure represents the
Christian behever, who has turned LO the Saılnt ın hıs MI1SETY, anxıeties,
troubles and dıstress, an who 1s subsequently delıvered by being transported
LO safer SLATLEe of beıng. Thıs, of COUTISC, W as an sti11 1s OoOne of the princıpal
spirıtual funetjions of the Saınts ın general an the Warrıor-Saıints ı1n partı-
cular, an Kastern Orthodox hagıology an folklore Tecord Man y incıdents
of the mercıful iınterventıon of the Saınts.

We shall 11O iıllustrate the partıcular 1conographıcal characterıisties whıich
ATe assoc1ated ıth the dıfferent equestrian Warrıiıor-Saints who AI portrayed
ıth the small PEISON mounted behınd them Because of hıs unıyersal
cognıtıon an veneratıion, shall OT presentatıon wıth St
George, to be ollowed by that of f Demetrıius, St. Behnam, St, Theodore,
an bba (+abra Manfas eddus.

St George
If an y Saılınt embodıies the virtues of being the SaVvlOUT, redeemer an

delıverer from the east, the dragon, the devıl, 1n short the vıl ÖOne, ıt 18
St George, who 18 venerated by a ]] Eastern Orthodox Chrıstians, both,
Chaleedoni1ans and non-Chalcedonıians. He 1s the only unıversally accepted
W arrıor-Saıint, whose popular 1COonN0ogTaphy represents hım together wıth the

Possibly Khird Ilyas ! Wor the relationshıp of St. Elias wiıth al-Khadr, ef. Kinssler, 9

Cıl.
Forster, an H} Daniel(eds), T’he Infe and Letters of Ogier Ghiselıin de

usbecq London, 1881, vol I’ 151
uber, Paul, Athos, Leben, G(laube, Kunst. Zürich, 1969, pl 167
Kıce, LOoc. cCrl.
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small DEIrSON mounted behind hım. Icons of St. George ıth the small fıgure
ndıng behiınd hım Arl found the Greeks, Melkıtes, Armen1l1ans, Copts,
Jacobıtes an KEthiıoplans.

In hıs ımportant study the Greek an Latın tradıtıons of St George’s
fıght ıth the dragon, Aufhauser refers LO everal miıiracles of St
George ın whiıich the equestrıan Warrıor-Saint dellvers imprisoned youth
There 1S the STOTY of the youth of Paphlagonıa who served 1ın the Church of
St George. When the Agarenes35 Saracens fought agaınst the Paphla-
gyoN1aNsS, they captured others a 1so thıs handsome youth whom they
degraded to the SETVICES 1n the kıtcechen. In hıs despailr, the youth prayed LO
St George. One day he Sa  z equestrian knıght who turned LO hım N!
put hım hıs horse. The followıng day, ONe of the Chrıistians W as frıghtened
when he Sa  z the youth ın the clothes of Sdaracen, but the youth recogn1ızed
the INnan monk who returned hım LO the Church of St George36, simılar
StOTY 1S related about youth of Mytilene. On the feast day of St George
when a,1] the people had gathered 1n the Church of St George, certaın Cretan
COTSAITS sacked the island, an a,1] those people who had stayed 21 OoOme
captured, includıng the N! handsome So  D of WIdOW. Followıiıng hıs
capture he Was forced LO the em1r of Crete T'he W1dOW, however, turned
LO St. George Iın her trouble. One day, An the youth served An cupbearer,
St. George appeared an transported hım LO hıs mother3?7.

According LO Aufhauser, these stOTIES or1ginated between the Ith and
CEeNTUTY, and undoubtedly they provıded the 1conographıcal 1N-

spıratıon for the theme of the lad ıth hıs coffee-pot mounted behind
the Saılnt. 'T'’hat these StfOTIES WerTe shlıghtly changed an adapted accordıng LO
eed an eıreumMstances 1s evıdent from the 2CCount told by Captaın
Spratt, who vısıted the rock-grotto of St. Nıketas ear Cape Sudsuro 1ın
Orete ın the mıddle of the MIX CENTUTY.

T’he followıng StOTYy 18 saıd LO ave ocecurred about four fıye centurıes
ASO

““ ' na church Was erowded ıth Christians from the adjacent vıllages
the feast of theır patron saınt AgQ108S Nıketas LO be ready for the

matın SETVICE 91 day-break. But the fıres which the assemble: Party had
lıghted ear 1, havıng been observed 1 sSecHa DYy Barbary COTSAalTr then
Crulsıng off the island, gulded hıs approach LO the SPOT, an under
darkness of the nıght he landed hıs CICW 1ın ne1ighbourıng COVe®The Equestrian Deliverer in Eastern Iconography  149  small person mounted behind him. Icons of St. George with the small figure  riding behind him are found among the Greeks, Melkites, Armenians, Copts,  Jacobites and Ethiopians.  In his important study on the Greek and Latin traditions of St. George’s  fight with the dragon, J. B. Aufhauser refers to several miracles of St.  George in which the equestrian Warrior-Saint delivers an imprisoned youth.  There is the story of the youth of Paphlagonia who served in the Church of  St. George. When the Agarenes® or Saracens fought against the Paphla-  gonians, they captured among others also this handsome youth whom they  degraded to the services in the kitchen. In his despair, the youth prayed to  St. George. One day he saw an equestrian knight who turned to him and  put him on his horse. The following day, one of the Christians was frightened  when he saw the youth in the clothes of a Saracen, but the youth recognized  the man as a monk who returned him to the Church of St. George?®, A similar  story is related about a youth of Mytilene. On the feast day of St. George  when all the people had gathered in the Church of St. George, certain Cretan  corsairs sacked the island, and all those people who had stayed at home were  captured, including the young and handsome son of a widow. Following his  capture he was forced to serve the emir of Crete. The widow, however, turned  to St. George in her trouble. One day, as the youth served as cupbearer,  St. George appeared and transported him to his mother?”.  According to Aufhauser, these stories originated between the XIth and  XVIth century, and undoubtedly they provided the iconographical in-  spiration for the theme of the young lad with his coffee-pot mounted behind  the Saint. That these stories were slightly changed and adapted according to  need and circumstances is evident from the account told by Captain T. A. B.  Spratt, who visited the rock-grotto of St. Niketas near Cape Sudsuro in  Crete in the middle of the XIX century.  The following story is said to have occurred about four or five centuri?s  ago  “The church was crowded with Christians from the adjacent villages  on the feast of their patron saint Agios Niketas so as to be ready for the  matin service at day-break. But the fires which the assembled party had  lighted near it, having been observed at sea by a Barbary corsair then  cruising off the island, guided his approach to the spot, and under  darkness of the night he landed his crew in a neighbouring cove ... AIl  35 J.e. the children of Hagar.  36 Aufhauser, J.B., op. cit., pp. 3, 4 & 16. From a collection of miracles of St. George  (XIth cent.) in cod. Paris 1604.  37 Jbid., pp. 9 & 117.L.e. the children of agar
Aufhauser, O' O66 3‚ EKrom collection of miracles of St. George

AXAIth cent. ın cod. Paris 1604
1 b1ud., 1417
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the parıshıoners ın the church, who had uphfted theır vVOo1lCes ın general
PIayer LO St. Nıketas WEeTe saved, SINCE the Saılnt had shown them WaYy
of ESCaDe, through the back part of the Cavern, by openıng SMa
aperture there I’hrough thıs aperture, they a ]] sılently crept, unseen
an unheard by theır Captors, eXCcEePT OnNne hlıttle gır] that had fallen asleep
In COLDEeTr of the chapel. When daylıght CamIne, therefore, an the
church WasS opened, she alone Was left prıze for the Barbary COTSAIT,
an iın CONSCYUCNCE of her remarTkable beauty she W as made the domestiec
olave of the chıef of the CTEW. It happened that that annıversary,
whıiılst the POOI gırl W as ın attendance the COTSAaIlT ıth hıs early CUP
of coffee, she suddenly remembered that ıt WasSs the annıversary of her
captıvıty, an burst into eAars Being pressed LO STLAaTtTe the C:  9 she dıd
S but rece1ved reproof from the barbarıan for her folly ın not
havıng long erTre thıs forgotten her ome an her famıly. Before the
harsh pırate had finıshed hıs the damsel disappeared from hıs
sıcht, for St. Nıketas, who ın the Greek calendar 18 reverenced SOTT
of Bellerophon, havıng the W of ager1a|l {hght whıte-winged
steed, had taken her an the gırl W as restored by the saılnt, then N!
there, whence she had een taken, LO the ArINS N: ]J9Yy of her famıly” 38

In thıs STOTY ıt; happened LO be the equestrıan St, Nıketas, who intervened aN!
rescued the faıthful from captıvıty and the hands of the infıdel.

The 1cCONOgraphıcal of the theme of St. George ıth the lad
mounted behınd hım clear. At tıme when Han y Christjians
WerTe forcefully abducted by the Musliıms, the ımage of the SaVIOUT-Salnt W asSs

of STEAL ımportance and omfort Whatever the saınt COU. perform ın hıs
lıfe-time, thıs he could always do + he could return the Paphlagonıan youth
LO the Church of St. George the SO  5 of the W1dOow LO hıs mother, he could
do the Salmllle under the present cıreumstances. 1% 1S understandable, therefore,
that especlally mothers would attach oTeA value LO 1C0ONs of St, George
which portrayed 1m rescuıng the Chrıistian youth ıIn Turkısh clothes.

'T’here AIe LWO 1conographical postures, whıch Ca  s dıfferentlate. Firstly,
the youth holds hıs coffee-pot EeEweTr and towel in hıs rıght hand, SWINgINS
the vessel OVer the hindquarters of the horse ; secondly, he a,l1so holds the
coffee-pot EeWeTr In hıs rıght hand, though he TeSts the vessel hıs rıght
thızh On almost a,1] XVIIIth and CENTUTCY 1CONs of the equestrıan
$ George, the lad 1s portrayed wearıng baggy Pants aN! tarbush hıs
head

Among the Greek Arabophone Christlans of the Mıddle ast the 1C0ONO-
graphy of St George ıth thıs youth mounted behind hım 1S eVen INOTEe

Spratit, B, T’ravels and Re;earches un Urete London, 1865, vol I, 345-345
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COMINOIN than 1ın Greece. Thus, for example, In the Greek Orthodox Church
of St (z+e0rge whıich 18 buillt OVer the tradıtional tomb of the Warrnor-Saıint ıIn

Lydda (Lod) the 1conostasıs-1con of St George s<ShOws the small lad rıdıng
behind hım??. But not only the Arabophone Greeks an Melkıtes, but 9180
the Armenı1ans ave incorporated the small f1gure 1n theıir 1CONOgTaphy of
SE George. FThaus: for example, Armenıan CENTUCY 1con of St,
George ıth the youth rndıng behınd the Warrior-Saıint adorns the west-wall
of the Coptıic Church of the Holy Viırgin ın the Haärat ar-Rüm Iın (lalro.
mong the KEthıoplans, the equestrı1an St George accompanıed DYy ‘the hıttle
squıre’ 1S quıte popular, although, Chojnackı correctly pomnts OUT,
D squıre rather LO be Servant, an 1n the Ethıopıan ontext he
bears the amle of Sekoras, Sokratos SekrTatos, anythıng of that sort. 40

The two illustrations of St, George ıth the resecued youth ATrC Coptıc
1c0NS41, T'he 1con of St; George ÖT Melıtene (O C
MIMAAITON) has the followıng Arabıec inser1ption: ‘€My master, the kıng,
Marı Girgis al-Malati, Star of the Morning.” Paınting of the mıserable
brahim and Yühanna the Armenınan, 1469 A.M.2 NO 1con sShOWS the <ma l
rıder clothed ın strıped galabıyah. In hıs rıght hand he holds CWCLI, whıch
rTests hıs rıght thıgh 43 1 He second 1con of St. George belongs LO the
CENTUTCY N adorns the Church of the Holy Vırgn 1ın the Ha ar-Rüm 1ın
Calro. The Arabıec inscrıption reads °°Teon of the oTea Martyr Marı Girsis’” —
‘Designed DYy Astäs1] (Eustathıus) ar-Rümi1ı al-QudsI1, the paınter. Remember,

Lord, the provıder fOr thıs, Thy slave the mıserable prıest Bakhüm (Pacho-
mM1US), an reward hım who tojled an make hım partner 1ın the kıngdom of
the heavens. 1555 A .M.’’ 144

St Demetruius

T'’he theme of the dellverer Sa VIOUT W as a,1s0 applıed LO the gTreate
cultıe competıtor of St. (George, namely LO St Demetrıus, the Patron-Saıint
of Thessalonıca an the protector of the c1ıty from the threat of the el

The statement that G, George an the J  5 lad aPpPPCAaL only Greek 1CONSs 18 certainly
EeTrTTONEOUS. . Aufhauser, B $ 0 6E 166

Correspondence TOM Cho] nackı, Haıile Sellassıe University, Addıs Ababa, Dec 29,
1971

For SOIMNE 1TE6ASOINN another remarked that he had found Coptiec examples of

St. George an the SMa figure mounted behind him R1ıce, S Accompanied St.

George’”, C 3806
Mulock, Cawthra, an Langdon, a„rti_n Telles, T’he 1Icons of Yuhanna and Tbrahım

the Serıbe. London, 1946, ST pl
The date aPPCAaIs ın Coptıc cursıve numerals. 1469 A.M.-1752/53
1555 A.-M.-1838/39 Kor the works of thıs iconographer, ef. Meinardus, O ’

Iconography of Astäası ar-Rümi’”, Studıa Orientalıa OChristiana (Jollectanea, ZIVS-
377-397
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Avars. There exıst 1conographical portrayals of the equestrıan
St, Demetrius ıth small clergyman mounted behind hım Thıs 1S the
Bıshop Uyprianus, whom the Warrıor-Saıint delıyered from captıvıty by
breakıng hıs chaıns. Subsequently he carrıed hım hıs horse LO Thessa-
lonıca. Apart from LWO X VILIth CENTUTY Melkıte 1C0ONs of St, Demetrius ıth
Bıshop Uyprlanus%, there 18 ell preserved wall-painting of the equestrian
Warrtıior-Saint ıth the Bıshop the northern part of the outsıde al of
the exonarthex of the Catholicon ın the Mount Athos Monastery of Vatopedi.
St Behnam

In the Syrian Orthodox (Jacobite) Monastery of St ark 1ın J eruéalem
Professor Howell notıced rather interesting 1con showıng CS-
trıan St; Behnam an sıttıng behind hım whom he ıdentıifiıed
the female utanıst Azäda4s It 18 ell known that St Behnam has played an
sti]1 plays vVeLY ımportant role both deliverer an intercessor ın the
pıety of the Syrian Christians, both Orthodox an Catholic47, whıiıle Muslıme
ave ıdentifıed hım ıth al-Khadr. As Father Fıey SaysS “M  e  A Behnam
place alnsı ans la lıgnee des ograndes achetypes du le Tammouz des
Babyloniens, ”’Osırıs des Koyptiens, ”’Adonis SIEC ei meme la Hıdra d’Asca-
lon.’’48 John Carswell, who interviewed several| Syrian Orthodox Arabs 1ın
Jerusalem, informs us that they felt that St, Behnam 1s always accompanıed
by Sarah, hıs sıster, and thıs interpretatıon he found LO be the MOsSt CON-

vincıng49, T'he theme of the TesSCUe Ca  } a lso be applıed LO Sarah, St Behnam’s
sıster, who W as healed by Matthew the Hermiuit, ell AsSs LO an y Christian
who W as saved by the Saınt either from the wrath of Juhan the Apostate
DOSL MOTLEM.

St Theodore Stratelates

The theme of the equestriıan W arrıor-Saint, who 1s accompanıed by
maller PEISON, 1s also found ın tattoo des1gns. John Carswell has publıshed
altogether ıne dıfferent attoos of C saınt ıth chıld horse.’’50 In these

TIcones elkıtes Kxposition organısee pPar le Muste Vıcolas Sursock, 1969 Beirut, 1969,
186, No 26( cent.), No 47 Another 1cC0onNn of %. Demetrius ıth the bishop

1835 18 exhıbıted In the Byzantine Museum 1n Athens under No. 1E
Howell, R‚ CM ıll
'The problems regarding the legends around St. Behnam AI’C discussed by Father

Fiey, Assyrıe Chretienne. Beirut, 1965, vol . 566-578
Fıey, J. 0 CY., 576
Carswell, John, Comptıc 'T’attoo Desıgns. Beirut, 1958
Carswell, 5 E C1t. Nos. 9, 16, 62, 3: 6 9 106 A 110, 116, 130.
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ALOO des1gns, the Saılnt holds the reins ın hıs rıght hand, the other persoN,
havıng the aPPECALANCE of child—sınce he 18 much smaller—1s mounted
behind hım According LO Carswell, the PeErson nding behind the Saınt ..  18
bearded, Turkısh-style TOUSEeTS an holds sceptre ın hıs eft hand.’’51
‘Both, Saınt an chıld ave ray-halos, the chıild sımple in

T'he opts ın Jerusalem®2, ((arswell ıinforms UuS, maıntaın that ”1t
represents Mar Cor10s, soldıer Orn ın Shoud hıl Hamra U the tıme of
Kıng Dacladıanus. T’he chıld 18 hıs servant a,1sO martyred ıth hım.” Well,
Mar Cor10s, of COUISEC, 18 undoubtedly \ Mercurıius Abü s-Salfaın, the
Father of the Two Swords, VeELY popular Saılnt the opts, who
suffered martyrdom 1n the days of Juhan the postate N not durıng the
Diocletian persecutions. T’he only ell known Coptic equestrlan AaTTIOT-
Saılnt orn 1n the Lown of Shutb 1ın pper Koypt 1S St, Theodore Stratelates,
who, iındeed, 1s often portrayed ıth small PEISON ndıng behind hım

We s<hall ıllustrate thıs Kgyptian theme ıth LWO Coptıc 1cons of the
X VAlIcCh an CENTUTY. T'he XVIHtB CENTUCY 1c0oN 18 the work of
brahim the Ser1be®3. T'he Varl0ous Arabıec inscr1ptions relate the StOTY. 'To the
efit of the wıdow: “I A master, wretched Chrıistian woman. ” Behind
the mounted amall fıgure °*Son of the wıdow.” Between the horse an the
W1dOW “ He oTeA artyr Marı Tädrus, Son of Yühanna of Shutb (as
Shatbı), slayer of the dragon and Sa VIOUT of the SO  — of the wıdow.” Above
the PeEIsoN tiıed to the tree ‘Son of the wıdow.” Below the taıl of the dragon:
“ ‘'he mıserahle paınter made ıt for the Church of the Holy Vırgin ad-
Damgshirıalh.” T'he subserıption ‘“Remember, Lord, Thy alave Täadrus an
hıs SO  S Y üsıl, SO  S of Hınnıs the prıiest, 1n the kıngdom of the heavens.
14580 A_.M.>12

Clearly, the SOM of the W1d0W 1S clothed ın typıcal Turkısh strıped sult,
wearıng hıs head turban. As 1ın the Case of St George N! St, Demetrıus,
a,1S0 thıs STOLY reflects the per10d of the Turkısh domiıinatıon. St, Theodore ıs
shown kıllıng the dragon, whıle, 1 the Sa1ne tıme, reSCUINg the SON of the
W1doW, who mMa y WE ave been abducted ın the LrOOPS of the ]Janıs-
S9aT1ES.

'T'he second iıllustratiıon <ShOws the small fıgure sıttıng behind the aTTl1IOT-
Saınt wearıng boots N! clothed ın SICY pants, est ‚N wearıng Can T'he
Arabıe text 1 the bottom of the 1con reads ;° Desıgned DYy Astäsı ar-Rüm1
al-Mugadsı, the paınter. Remember, Lord, the provıder for thıs Thy alave

Undoubtedly, thıs sceptre IS the ‚:Wer whieb the youth associated ıth St. George holds In

hıs hand.
Meinardus, O, T’he C’opts un erusalem. Ca1ro, 1960
ulock, an Langdon, O' 4t., 30 pl
The date appCars 1n Coptıc cursıve numerals. 1480 A.M.-1763/6it
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Bakhüm (Pachomius), and reward hım who toıled an make hım partner
1n the kıngdom of the heavens. 1555 55

bba (zabra Manfas Qeddus
In the Case of thıs late XI1IIth CENTULCY KEthıopıan Saınt, the small rıder

mounted behınd bba Gabra Manfas eddus holds LO the haır-coat of the
thaumaturgos he rıdes the back of TOOSTeTr probably to the Seventh
Heaven. In the tradıtional vitae of bba Gabra Manfas eddus reference
LO thıs naked lad O2  w be found®®. There AL sStOTIES of thıs
Saınt, however, that relate LO hıs mıraculous translatıons from ONne place
LO another ASs well LO hıs visıtations LO the celestial abode: though ın a 11 of
these Journeys he employed the dıyıne wınd-charıiot 1ın whıich the travelled ın
COM Pah y ıth hıs OoNSs an leopards rather than being mounted TOOSTter
The 1CON, the or1g1nal of which 18 ın the possession of the Augustinlan Hriars
of the Ostkirchlichen Institut 1n W ürzburg®?, AD PEAaIS LO be unıque 1CONOZTa-
phıcal composıtıon, for ın a ]] studıes of the 1conogTaphy of thıs Saınt eıther

Mount Zequala ın Addıs Ababa ave not found thıs partıcular theme
represented. In the words of Pıerre Petrıdes of Addıs Ababa “ Ah7S paıntıng
May be sımply whım of CONtemporary artıst. 58 And yet, there 1s
possıbıilıty of see1ıng ın thıs Kthıopıan 1lcon artıstıc reflectıion of the Twelfth
Miracle of bba Gabra Manfas Qeddus whıch 1S read In the Kthıoplan Church

ane 5th une 12th STEDOT.). According LO thıs miracle-story, thıef
robbed POOT INa  -} of hıs only TOPEeITY, whıch he had wanted LO sacrıfıce In
honour of bba (+abra Manfas Qeddus, namely TOOSTeTr After hıs theft
he ate the bırd, but ,T mıdnıght the cock began LO CIOW 1ın hıs body, and
after the thıef had dıed an W as burıed, the cock flew Out of the lacerated
body an the opened tombh Oowards the church where the stayed for the
per10d of three years®?®,

The 1con portrays the Saılnt ıth the DOOL Man, sıttıng behind hım an
rıdıng the rooster OWards the Seventh Heaven. 'The ıdea of thıs Saınt
Savıng mortal an transporting hım LO safe place Ha Yy ell ave been
ınspıred by the ımages of the Warrıor-Saıints wıth the ama l rıder mounted

1555 A.M.-1838/39
u C, W, T’he 01 of the Sarnts of the Ethronpian Church. Cambridge, 1928, vol ILL,

19072 Bezold, C! °‘Abba: (Aabra Manfas Qeddus, ” Nachrichten der K önıglıchen (7esell-
SC der W ıssenschaften U, G(öttingen, 1916, 58-80 RKRossini,; C’ (Qadla Margorewos. Parıs,
1904,

want thank Fr ST Chr. uC OSA, for hıs kindness ın supplying ıth
COPYV of this unusual representatıon of the Saint.

Letter by Mr Petrides of Addis Ababa of March 4, 1972
Bezold, Ga C
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behind them, whose funetion and röle wıthın theır eccles1astıcal cult Are not
unlıke those of bba (+abra Manfas Jeddus ıIn the Church of KEthıopıia. Is
thıs perhaps Case of thematıc transfer ®

It 1S contention that the wıdespread lack of knowledge aN! under-

standıng of thıs theme A such IA y ell be related LO the MESSaHC, which
the Kastern Orthodox churches trıed LO CONVEY DYy portrayıng the small
f1gure mounted behind the Warrıior-Saıint. It 1S sıgnıfıcant that thıs partıcular
theme 18 found only Christian communlons who lıyed under slamıc
omınatıon. In the West, the equestrıan Warrıor-Saint ıth the youth
rıdıng behınd hım 18 unknown, ‚N! the fact, that happen to fınd thıs
partıcular theme ın Ethıopıan TT chould not Ssurprıse US, SINCE late mediaeval
Kthıopıan TT has always borrowed LO SOINe extent from other art-forms. Is ıt

possıble, that the 1conographıcal MESSASC of the equestrlan Warrıor-Saıint
ıth the lad 1S ON of steadfastness an loyalty for Chrıistians lıyıng under
s]lamıc adminıstration ® Is the TeASON for the obvıous lack of OUT knowledge,
understandıng and apprecıatıon of thıs theme perhaps due LO the fact that
for I1NOTE than three four generatıons the Eastern Orthodox Christians
ave lıyed under I1NOTeEe enlightened eiteumstances ® Is ıt conceıvable that
thıs miıight be the TEeAaSON why Ial y people ave forgotten the MESSASC
contaıned In thıs ımage % erTe 1s doubt that the KEastern Orthodox
Christians of the LO the CENTUTY, who lıved 1ın basıcally hostile
world, had dıfficulty 1n understandıng the MESSAQHC, whıch LO them provıld-
ed SUPTEHMLE com{ort, when theır SONS WeIe forcıbly taken from them


