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Introduction
T’he belief that 1ın natıonal CTISIS sıtuatıions supernatural POWEIS interven
behalf of the faıthful 1S almost old As mankınd. War deıties, de1fied

heroes, angels an salnts WeTe an st111 AIe behlıeved LO ave assısted the
dıyvınely chosen whoever they happen to hbe 1ın theır miılıtary endeavours.
Wıth the Christianization of the Roman Kımpire, supernatural forces WeIie
SOON called upon to urther the advance of the Christian Cause, and celestial]
apparıtıons WerTe interpreted dıyıne proof for the rıghteousness of the
contender. As early 312 A St, Constantine’s victory OVer the forces of
Maxentius ell hıs CoNversiıon WeTe®e attrıbuted LO hıs vlsıon of the
Flamıng UÜross which appeared 1n the sky 1 no0Nday ıth the legend ° Kv
TOUTW LKO. It 1S only understandabhle that thıs heavenly vlisıon DYy the
fırst Christian Roman Kmperor became model for subsequent generatıions.!

There 1s doubt that even ın early days popular relıg10us art,; whıich W as
not nNeCcessarıly bound LO aAM Y partıcular 1conographiıcal Cahons represented
apparıtıons of Christ, the Holy Virgin an the Saınts. Sınce these productions,
however, WeTie eXpPress1oNs of the olk-art rather than the ımper1a|l the
monastıec TT of the ASC, Man y of these early portrayals ave perıshed.

Iconographical representatıons of supernatural interventjons 1ın miılıtary
NCOUNLTeEeTrS Can be traced T least LO the latter part of the Vth CENTUTY. One
of the arhest 1CONs depicting the assıstance of the mıiraculous 1con of the
Snamen]e 18 the famous Novgorodian 1con showıng 1ın three sect]1ons the
battle of the Novgorodıians agaınst the Suzdahans ın 1169 The subject became
especlally popular 1ın the per10d of the polıtical struggle between the two
cıtıes of Novgorod an Moscow. The Suzdalhans I1Nean the Muscovıtes an
it Was agaınst them that the Holy Vırgın had COIMNe LO ald Novgorod. In thıs
partıcular Case, 1t. 1s the palladıum of the Novgorodians, the 1con of the Sna-
men]e that Came LO the assıstance of her peoples. Ahus: 1ın the secti1on of
the 1con sSCce the mıiraculous 1con of the Holy Vırgın of the Sıgn being Cal-

““”The Apparition of the Cross’” the Sala di Constantino, Vatican, by pupils of Raphael.
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ried from the Church of the Savlour LO the Novgorod Kremlın In the central
sectıon the Novgorodians Ar e SeeN takıng behind the fortress walls an
the Suzdahan arı y shooting ATTOWS towards the mıraculous 1CONMN T'he lower
sectıon ShOWS the Novgorodıian arı y from the fortress led by

Borıs Jleb George an Demetrius who WeTe ecommM1sSS1ONed by the Holy
Vırgın LO help the Novgorodians In XVIIth CENTUrY 1CONMN of the Jaroslavl
School sSece€e the mıiraculous 1COIMN of the Feodorovska]a being carrıed
front of the tLrOOPS LO safeguard the C1Uy of Kostroma {rom the aqassaults of
the Tartars3

T'he famous battle of Navpaktos (Lepanto) Oetober 1571 when the
fleets of the Holy League the Papacy, Venıce Spaın (+en0a Davoy an
the Knights of Malta under the command of Don John of Austria destroyed

Turkısh fleet of LWO hundred galleys became the theme of relı-
paıntıngs* In votıve 1CON depieting thıs battle there ATEe portrayed

the Holy Vırgın an Chıld lanked DYy L wo Saılnts eıther sıde supported
by clouds Because of the dıyvyıne assıstance of the Holy ırgın thıs decısıyve
V1CtOTLYy OVer the Turks the eas of OQur Lady of the Kosary Was instıituted
for the Latın Church for Oetober

very yCcal the Saturday of Iazarus and Palm Sunday the cıtızens
of Missolonghı (Arcananıa Aetolıa) cComMmMeMOTaAatTte the hero1c TeSISTANCE ‚N:
the battle of Missolonghı agaınst the Turks 1826 by PTOCESSION
the famous paıntıng “ H@ Kxodus from Missolonghı1 by T’heodore Vryzakıs
LO the Heroes Tomb of the LOown Although thıs paıntıng not 1CON the
Str1CT of the word 1t nevertheless fulfıls the funectj]ons of sgacTred
pıcture The paıntıng POrtrays the Greek Insurgents who force theır WaYy out
the besieged castle In the part of the paıntın there portrayed the
enthroned Pantocrator attended by angels holdıng candles N! olıyve-
CTOWNS the symbol of martyrdom®

In the famous battle of Adowa of March 1896 the fırst VICLOTY of
Afrıcan OVerlr Kuropean arı y the VICTLOTIES of Hannıbal St George
hıs hıte horse sa1ld LO ave fought the sıde of the Kthıoplans agaınst

'h1s 1COIL the Museum of Hıstory an Architeeture, Novgorod, Cf. Lazarev, N.,
Novgorodian Con Parntıng. Moscow, 1969, 3 '9 pl 51 ate XVth CeNTUrYy 1COMN of the
SAaINe theme ı the Tretyakov Gallery ı Moscow.

Skrobucha, H’ Marıa. Russısche GQAnadenbılder Recklinghausen, 1967 53

Meletopoulos, Navuayıa TT)5 NavmTaktouv IXTOPIA December 1970

PX r 'The votıve 1CONMN of the Battle of Navpaktos published Dy Kriss, Rudolf and Kriss
Heinrich Hubert Peregrinatio Neohellenıka Wien, 1955 Iso the Handbuch der
TIkonenkunst München, Slavisches Institut 1966

Troulios, (ed X IXTOPIKON AEYKQMA Athens, Melissa, 1970 vol 41 44.]
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the Itahans. KEthıoplan mınıatures® an mural-paintings” depieting thıs
battle always include St; George above the battle t1eld8.

The confıdence iın the dıyıne protection an assıstance ın miılıtary Ta-
tıons WaSs Just {1ırmly held by Han y soldıers an officers ın the battles of the
Second World War (  9-1  ) A ın pPrev1ous centurıes. Dr Mosconas,
lıbrarıan of the Greek Orthodox Patrıarchate ın Alexandrıa, refers LO OTYy
of horseman who appeared In Mareotis few days before the gTea battle
of al-Alamaın ın Oetober 1942, urgıng the allıed soldiers In Koypt LO fıght
shoulder LO shoulder, alleged LO be St, Menas®. In the Egyptian (7azette of
November F  5 1942, read, that “°S$ Menas 1S NO haıled DYy the Greeks
1ın Koypt the Savlour of lexandrıa from the onslaught of the Axıs LTOOPS.
I W as Case of St, Menas VEeTrSUuS KRommel, ıth the first round WO  a} by the
Kgyptian Saınt ’ 10.

One of the INOTeEe recent votiıve-pictures 1S oll-painting Can vass of
1945, which shows attack ör planes the cıty of Corfu Thanks LO
the protectiıve intervention of St Spyrıdon, the patron of the c1ty an the
island, a ]] the bombs Are sald to ave fallen ınto the Se.  S T'hıs paıntıng, whıich
1S 1ın the Church of St Spyrıdon 1ın Corfu, deplcts three planes and LWwO bombs
fallıng into the SsSea ell St. Spyrıdon supported DYy eloud above the
castle of Corfull.

T’he Panagqgıa of Orchomenos

T'he Event

In July 1943, the Allıes dıisembarked successfully ın Sicıly and South
Italy ne  z Itahan (+0vernment under Marshal Pıetro Badoglıo WaaS formed
that surrendered LO the Allıed WYorces. As result, the Itahan occupatıon
garrısons that WerTe statıoned In Greece, including that ın Lıyvadıal2, WeTe

subjected LO attacks DYy the (+erman forces ın theır drıve LO collect the
armaments of theır former allıes Kxploiting thıs confused sıtuatıon, the Greek
Natıonal Lıberation Front (EK.A.M.)ı3 appeared ın Lıyadıia ın September 1943

F3 the 1965, cents Kthiopian postage stamp which portrays the battle of Adowa ıth
St. George.

'hıs theme WEas already depicted the walls of the destroyed Church of Mary of
Lekemte In around 1899

Neubacher, Hermann, Ihe Festung des Löwen ÖOlten, 1959, an 164
Mosconas, I personal correspondence of December 2 9 1959
Meinardus, O., Monks and Monasterzes of the Kgyptian Deserts. Ca1ro, 1961, 354
Kr188s, an Krıss-Heinrich H. O' c 54, pl
The capıtal of Viotia COUNtY, sıtuated at the foot of two hılls, the Lafistion an the hou-

r10N, has population of about
The irregular military organızatıon of the Communist Party In Greece.
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to capture the WeEADONS from the departıng Itahan LrOOPS. Kırst, however,
these irregular Greek unıts occupıed the village of Orchomenos, about ten
km irom Livadıa, where they gathered by force the non-combatent popula-
tıon of the vıllage ‚N! then headed towards the Italıan ın Iıvadıa. On
theır WaY, they stopped ,T the Shrine of St Andrew where they prepared
the destruction of the brıdge 4CTOSS the Kıfıss1ı0s Rıver LO forestall the advance
of the (+Egrman forces. In the and impatıence that se1zed everybody they
Sa the (+erman LLOOPS advancıng N! fled to the vıllage of Tsamanı14. On

September 9, 1943, the (+erman LLOOPS entered Livadıa an disarmed the
tahan garrıson. In the meantıme, however, the cıtızens of Orchomenos
had returned LO theır village On the followıng day, the (+erman commander
sent four tanks agaınst Psamanı. Ags these tanks passed Orchomenos eal the
1Xth CENTUTCY Byzantıne Church of the Kolmmnesıs of the Holy Yirgın"®, they
stopped.

According to the testımony of the vıllagers of Orchomenos, the drıvers of
the four tanks maıntaıned that after passıng the ancıent church, they Sa  <

LWO metre hıgh apparıtıon of the Holy Viırgıin, who ordered them LO StOP
theır vehiecles. Immedıiately the tanks stopped,9 the drıvers WeIe

unable LO INOVe them eıther forwards backwards. T’he fırst tank had

already erossed the village-brook, the second stopped whıle CTOSSINZ the
brook T'hen the officer went LO the church where he 1s sa1ld to ave kissed
the 1con of the Panagıa. ILater iın the day he Was invıted by the T’he
tanks WeTe eft 1ın thıs posıtıon until the followıng day, when the (+erman
offıcer ın charge ordered the LO pull the second tank out of the brook

by of TAaCtOor On September FL the commandıng offıcer from TAYS-
dıa arrıyed ın Orchomenos N announced that because of the miracle the
(+rman LrLOOPS WeTe®e LO be wıthdrawn from Orchomenos1®8.

It 1S not wıithın the of thıs study LO question eıther the veracıty the
of thıs 2CCount A ıt Was g1ven twenty-five after the OCCUTTENCGCE

of the event. It must be borne 1n mınd that stOTIES and a Iso printed pıctures
portrayıng the blessings the interventiıon of the Panagıa the Salnts Iın
the battles of the Second World War involvıng the Greek Army WeTe very
popular. As e  y W ason pointedly stated AA Ne avengıng Vırgın WAS

continuously reported LO ave appeared LO soldiers asleep 9,% isolated pOoStS
smaill village ın northern Nıotiıa, north-west of Orechomenos.

The text of the painting above the entrance of thıs church reads follows: a Church
of the Koimesıs of the Mother of (G0d WwWäas eonstructed In the tıme of Leo Protospatharı1o0s ıIn the

yCal 6382 of the Byzantıne KEra, 1.e. 874 In the re1gn of the Roman Kmperor Byzantıus
Basılius of the Macedonians an of the Patriarch of Constantinople gnatıos, about the tıme of

the sch1sm of the two churches Orthodox an Western”.
None of the cıtızens of Orchomeno witnessed the apparıtıon, an th\is S IS based

tirely upOon the st1monYy of the (+erman offıcer an soldiers !
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rıdıng the W1ings of Greek pılot’s plane whıispering LO I1lNen 1n battle
to rush OTrward an strıike 2 the At tımes had the feelıng that theır
Vırgin had Ial Yy of the characterıistics of Pallas Athena, the avengıng
goddess of ancıent tımes’’.17

T'he Desecription of the TIcon

T’he votıve 1c0N of the Panagıa of Orchomenos adorns the north-wall of the
aVve of the Church of the Ko1lmesıs of the Holy Vırgın Iın Orchomenos. The
1c0nN 1s normally veıled ıth a1lk curtaın. Many of the cıtızens of Orchomenos
attrıbute to the 1con miraculous POWEIS Aas 1S evıdent from the AamMmMata
whıich AI offered LO the 1c0nN.

In the part of the 1con there 1S the followıng inser1ıption c “"CThe
(+0dmother Mary, the unconquerable defender of the cıtızens of Orchomenos’”.
In the lower rıght hand COTNeT there AIl depıcted three (+erman tanks ıth
(+erman soldiers advancıng towards Orchomenos. In the centre of the
pıcture, there 1S column of three (+erman armoured OCAars proceeding 1n the
bed of the viıllage-brook. Kxcept for ON soldıer, who fıres rıfle an ten other
soldiers preparıng for the CTOSSINZ of the brook, a ]] the other ıfteen soldiers
face the apparıtıon of the Holy Vırgın resting cloud Iwo soldıers ave
theır ALINS ralsed, offiıcer holds hıs eft Ar ın iront. of hıs breast. All
soldiers, eXcept for LWwoO off1icers, WeaTr helmets and theır rıght ALCINS ArCIN-

bands ıth the swastıka (sıc)
Below the cloud, there IS elderly bearded Orthodox prıest wearıng the

stole an holdıng 1ın hıs rıght hand pectora large number of male
anı female cıtızens of Orchomenos AT’e gathered behind the prıest. In the
background there 1s the [Xth CeENTUrYy erucıform Church of the Koimesıs
of the Holy Vırgın of Orchomenos N! several houses.

The Holy Vırgın, ıth her CYES cast oOWnNn N! slıghtly turned to the left,
has her hands ralsed 1n Prayer an benedıetion. 'T '’hıs type of the Holy Vırgın
1S varıant of the Haghıiossorıitissa.

In commemorTatıon of the delıverance of Orchomenos September 10, 1943,
the followıng hymn Was composed (echos A)

HXO

AGOS } OPXO/.LEV£(DV EV Qöa  LS EÜUONUNTWWEV
H, MÖV P  TNV ITIoAvoDyov KAaL TOU K60'}LO'U 1TPOU'TC£TL8(1.
IIny yap  E T' WV DavuaTwvV VUV Y eV

AVOETTOS AVAaÖEÖELKTAL ELKOV

17 Wason, Betty, Miracle vn Hellas. T’he G(Zreeks Fight On New York, ‚P 172
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Is AXYPAVTOV GEeOoTOKOU
AuoTtep ä7TG‚VT €ES TAUTNV a’.vaßoficrw‚uev
X(ZLPE TWWV TL/.L(‚[)VT(„L)V €  ATTLS
AXalpe NWÖV TO Kpa‘rab'u)p.a
XG.LP€ TOU TUPOS TOV "Opyopmevov ATaAAMdEATa

KONTAKION TH2X ALA T’H.  > 104.N SE  OY
HXOX

IToo0€eoeıs Bapbapawv ÖETLEVOVTAV
Ka ÄI;TP(.UO'LV AaOoD GO  S TMOPEXOVTAV
GeoTtTOKeE Map  La
c Y‚uvo ÜTE DE "OpyopevıoL
YOrı TOALV QÜT V EDUNAAEAS

oAEOpov TOAELLLWV
Ar / TE <ivv‚u.vo ÜiLEV
AÄ.atpe AKOLUNTOS DpOoVpOS TOU - 0pxo‚uevo D
Ka TPOGTATPLA.
We Orchomen1ans 1n odes let praıse
Our town’s defender an the protectress of the OT.
T'he reverent 1con
Of the immaculate Mother of (+0d
Has demonstrated ıtself SOUTCE of miıracles for
Let all, therefore, acclaım her
Haıl, the hope of 0OSe who honor Thee,
Haıl, OUT SOUTCE of W!  9
Haıl, 'T’hou who hast saved Orchomenos from conflagration.

T’he Orchomen1lans adore Thee,
Mary, Mother of God,
Who frustratest devıces of barbarıans
And profferest salyvatıon LO Thy people.
Wor Thou hast preserved OUTLT cıty
Krom devastatıon by the foe
We, therefore, extol Thee
Haıl, Thou, vigılant guardıan of Orchomenos
And protectress!®,

In duty bound want to CX PTESS my gratitude Mr. Phylactopoulos for the beautiful
translatıon this hymn iınto the Englısh anguage.


