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by
Ebıed an Young

W hılst studyıng the Bodleıan Arabıec manuscr1ıpt Huntington 328 for
the PUrpoOse of producıng edıtıon of Severus 1b al-Mugaffa®s 7’7006 al-
Ghamm wa-Shifa al-Huzn‘ the present wrıters disecovered that thıs INanu-

scr1pt 9,1S0 contaıns unrecorded versıon of Arabıec Sıbyllıne prophecy.
The Huntington 208 W as catalogued Dy Ur 1n hıs Bıblıothecae Bod-
evanae (odieum Manuservptorum Orsentalvum?, an he listed 1ts contents
consıstıng of the followıng three ıtems

((anones Amostolorum OI1S 2v-92r);
Severi fıh Moecfae Medicıina Moeroris et (/uratio Doloris (fols I2v-118r)
Excerntiones ad Patrıarcharum, EniSscoporum el Sacerdotum offıcıa
nertınentes (fols. z}667).
In the Case of the thırd ıtem Ur1 g1VeS urther details. An examınatıon

of these AaNONYMOUS eXCcerpts has shown that fols 154v-160r contaın
version of Sıbyllıne oracle 1n Arabıc, tellıng the STOTY of the visıon DYy OlNle
hundred PEISONS of ıne SUNS, whıich WeIe held by the Sıbyl LO represent
1ıne ASES of the earth

The StOLY of thıs prophecy forms Section T wo ( e 1) of the Seven-
tıeth Chapter of these EeXCErPtS, whıich ATe g1ven the tıtle (fol 153r
34 S6} C} 9 o‘_‚.€‘—.3_3 C150 JN 7El Cl
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(The S19NS of the comıng of the Iyıng Antichrıist, hıs false claım, hıs perfor-
of false mi1racles, hat <hall happen before he9 durıng hıs tıme

and afterwards, hıs false celaım CONCErNING hımself that he 18 the Lord
Chrıst. LO hım be the X10TY, hıs performance of false miracles, an hıs destrucG-
tıon bYy the Lord Chrıist. After that 111 the general resurrect1ion).

Section One of thıs chapter consısts of quotations from I1 Thessalonians
Z etc HKrom the colophon of ıtem (above) Tl 992r 1t 1s clear that thıs

dates from the early seventeenth CENTUTCY.
In 1910 Schleıifer publıshed fıve dıfferent orjental vers1ions® of the

Sıbyllıne oracle of the dream of the ıne SUNS, the earlıest MS of whıch
ates from the thirteenth CENTUTY. All of these Ale ultımately related DO the
Tiburtine S1byl?. T’he present wrıters recently found Arabıec versiıon of
thıs work whıch dıffers consıderably from the publıshed versions of Schleıifer,
1ın Leeds Tab No 1848

collatıon of the Bodleı1an Huntington 3908 ıth the other publıshed
vers1ions? <shows that thıs versıon of the prophecy 1S substantıally the SaTmıe

Tab 111 an Trab the beginnıng of the Sıbyl's interpretation
of the eıghth SUunN, although thıs portion 18 consıderably abrıdged, but there-
after ıt 1S almost totally dıfferent, and thıs latter portion (1.e the interpreta-
tıon of the eighth an nınth SUNS) represents approxıimately three-quarters
of the whole plece. In 1eW of thıs esemblance PTODOSC desıgnate thıs
vers1on, followıng Schleifer’s classıfıcatıon, rab

The aNCLPU of Tab reads follows (fol 154v

F.>.JJ—3 \ ol ; A 4n4_3_) D LE Lß_f\„&) (4.3)J\„tib

Designated by hım Karshunı, Ethiopic, Arabic I! . 111 iın his Erzählung der Sthylie
Vıenna,

Yor the Greek an Latın CXUDS of the Tiburtine Sibyl, SCcc Alexander, T’he Oracle

of Baalbek (Washington, 1967) ; Kurfess, Sıibyllinısche W eissagungen Berlın,
Sackur, Sthyllınısche T’exte und. Forschungen (Halle der Saale, 1898; reprinted Turin,

'T’he text of thıs vers1on, together ıth English translatıon an notes, has been edited

by the present wrıters for publicatıon 1n Orzentalıa Ohrıstiana Periodica. Continumg Schleifer’s
classıfıcatıon have designated the Leeds text »Arabı. IV«

Yor num ber of unpublished MSS which mMa contaın urther coples of the orjental Sibyl-
lıne prophecıes, SCcCc Graf, (zeschichte der Ohristlıchen Arabischen Interatur, Vol (Vatıcan,
1944) |Studi Testi, 118|1, 294

Presumably ser1ibal for
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'T’he Arabiec Sibylline Prophecy
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(An abrıdged 2CCOUNT of the words of the PULE Sıbyl daughter of
Herachus head of the heathens of Kphesus Alexandrıa beıng her inter-

pretatıon of the dreams of certaın prı1ests the CILYy of Rome whıch they
Sa ere the prıests numbered ONe hundred They a 11 Sa the Sanmnıec

nıght dreams whıch WeTe alıke form and s1gnıf1canNce They ınformed the
Kıng of Rome who Sa1d »We desıre who Cal interpret thıs V1S1011

for S« He Was then told ou her ——
A% the conclusıon of thıs VeEeTrS1ION of the Sıbyl We read (fol 159v
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(The words of the aforementioned ALlC not LO be regarded
deec1ısıve pPro0O regard LO thıs ıdea, NO somethıng whiıich Ia y be adduced

evıdence but SOTNEe of them Arve conformıty ıth nhaft the
canon1ıcalıe books an ıth haft John the Kvangelıst SayS hıs Revelatıons
and 9180 ıth hat Kızra SayS and 1% possıble that they ll 111
not be ulfılled ave cıted them sSımply LO TAaW attentıon them not
LO TEQUITE behef that hıch d1sagTeSs ıth books of the Church

I’hus only that whıch conforms ıth the Church and the Law LO be
beheved Let conclude thıs book of OUT'S wıth entlıon of OUTL reQUESTS
seekıng thereby that the doors of of the heavenly thresholds Ma y
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be opened!” an that the Believers INa y benefit from the knowledge ıt
contaıns regardıng the trıune unıty of the Creator ; an that should IMNMOVe
them LO actıon through the wrıtten, indıted commands of the Gospel.

4O Hım hbe the Ol0ry, fOor 6ver an always an eternally. Amen).
As noted above, the earhıer part of the text 1s substantıally the Samne

the Vers1ons Ttab H4 an rtrahb ın spıte of dıfferent phraseology ; there
Arle however number of sıgnıfıcant varıatıons

The of the Sıbyl’s interpretatıon of the dream 18 gıven Alexandrıa,
no0t Rome (Tol 154v);
'T’he dreamers ALle deser1bed ypTIEStSC (4225), not Judges WI1sSe
n1en 101d.);
The SUunNS Ale deser1bed havıng een SsSCcen by the dreamers ıIn large
bulldıng ıth ıne pıllars (fol 1557);
The thırd an fourth SUuNS AT deser1bed purely 1n erms of colours 1b1d.
Chrıist's mıracles Arle deser1bed dıfferently 1ın the ınterpretatıon of the
seventh Suüu  s (fol 155v
'T’he »Kıng of Byzantıum« 18 deseribed merely the »Kıng from the Kast«,
and dıfferent enumeratıon of hıs actıons 18 g1ven 1510.).
In 1eW of the entirely 16  z matter econtaıned 1n the ınterpretations of

the eighth an nınth SUNS, reproduce the relevant Part of the text N
eXttenso
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(In the eıghth ASC I1a  s shall from the SONS of shmael and he shall
4ANNOUNCGE xalted MESSADE firom (+0d He shall ave followıng,
who shall obey hım an T the en! of the per10d kıng from the West shall

L1Se from hıs COMMUNITY, and ahall COMe DO the and of Israel an take
POSSESSLION of Koypt an shall buıild for hımself CIty between the
and the hıll COUNTIY He shall be characterized by faıthfulness an ]ustıce
an g00d government an kıngs chaj l from hıs descendants
But under theır authorıty there 111 be revolts kıllıngs and
woundıngs

The ast of these kıngs shaJll be orn of black In the tıme of
hıs rule shall evolts an disasters an earthquakes Armıles from the
e9sSt the west an the south shall L1Se agalnst hım and hıs cCourtlers an
SeTrvants [ also|] shall T1SsSe agalNnst hım an plunder hım of hıs wealth
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The Arabiec Sıbylline Prophecy 89

1a from the east shall revolt from hıs assoclates, who 1S not of
the royal hıne; and there shall evolt ıth 1m people of barbarıe voNgue.
They shall take possession of the land of Koypt an hold WaYy OVver ıt; IT’hey
chaJ l stretch forth theır hands LO murder, ımprisonment an plunder. | ’here
shall be] tuınous hıgh pPrIcESs an dreadful hunger earthquakes shall 9
an strange SLATS chall APPEAL 1ın the Sky, from west LO e2sSTt They 111
destroy churches, the KEucharıst an / use of] Incense shall C  5 an a ]]
people shall be wıcked. Males shall have intercourse ıth males, an emales
ıth females; the anımals of the earth and the DSAILE of the and and the SecHa

chaj l become extinect, an the shall not be harvested. Hıgh priıces shajl
prevaıl 1n TMNOTe an INOTEe places.

The Berbers chaj l hold SWaYy OVeTr the and of Koypt for The
people shall make Man y supplıcatıons LO (+0d ost Hiıgh, an shaj l ql Hım
LO forg1ve them He shall ave them, an shall send LO them the
Terror, who knows from the and of Jerusalem, 1n
vessels aN! gTrea sh1ps. He shall reach Koypt and gTe@a fear of hım shall
descend uDON the hearts of the Berbers, and they shall perısh T hıs hands

He shall TesStOTE LO theır former STAa the churches aN! fanes whıch they
had ruıned, an the Lreasures Ör the earth chaj ] be revealed LO hım He chall
hold SWaYy OVelLl Koypt, an gather 1n ıts wealth ; nothıng ahall remaın ıth
aNyONE, aN he ohaJl shed blood

11a of unknown parentage shall aT1SE from the easTt, an rule and destroy
people. Hıs Turkısh soldıers shall destroy multıtude of people ; they shall
be lıke locusts, an eXpectant shall MISCAITY for fear of them Ihey
shall endure for short weeks.

The mercıless Lerror shall forth LO them lıke hıon, an they shall
perısh a hıs hand He shall return LO hıs abode ıth oTEAL OY; and hıs sO11|
shal be proud. Dissension shaJ l between hım aN! the SOI of the black
9 the kıng ; and the SO  a} of the black who wıll be the ast of
the kıngs of the Ishmaelıtes shall plot agalınst hım

Dismay an fear of hım shal[l take hold of the Terror, and he shall not be
SCCUTe 1n ALLY cIty. He wıll gather hıs wealth and soldıers, an seek another
cıty, and ahaJ ] hold SWaYy OVeLl strange reg10Ns an make Man y sh1ps He
shall collect hıs wealth into them, an make for the central island of the
islands of Byzantıum, LO destroy [ ıts people]. The per10d of hıs rule, an
that of hıs descendants, chall be OLE half and ONe quarter of gTeA week.

After hım chaJl aT1SE INa  - who shall rule OVerTr TEa c1ty 1ın the east.
The Zoroastrıans and the Franks shaJ[l gıfts LO hım He shaJll reform
the world an TesSstOTe tho rulns, an TestOTeEe the churches. The SO  S of the
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black shall revolt against hım Hıs per10d shall be half an
quarter of week.

In hıs days shaJ [l aPPECar strange StaTrs, an there shall be earthquakes,
and the INa of unknown parentage shall he prince. T’he slave shall o1t
OoOWN whiıle hıs master SCTIVES, an the maıdservant shall sıt OWN whıle
her mıstress SETVeEeS Wrongdoing and falsehood shall be 1ın evıdence. Priests
an monks shall he hcenti0us forn1ıcators, an shall love food and drınk They
shall be des1ırous of accumulatıng dınars an dırhams, an ahall flay the
people ıth theır toONgUeES.

At that tıme the churches shall fa ll iınto ruln ; the monks an salınts who
ATr 1n the mountaıns ahal]| COINe forth 1 the hands of the SONS of Kedar,
who shall COMe from the west an shed blood, an shall be ocusts. ost
of them wıth short stırrups and rnding uDOonNn camels, an theır COIN-
mander shall rıde uUuDON ıld AasSs He chal]l be 21an of oTaVIlty, of asceticısm,
of humilıty, of meekness an of modesty, N shall ave soldıiers.

'Thıs host shall reach Alexandrıa an destroy ıts eNVITONS, an ruln the
monasterı1es, an shall tretch forth theır hands OVerTr Kgypt. There shall

between an them War, kıllıng, revolts, dearth, hunger, plague
an death, untiıl only few of them Ar left They shall COMe LO the western
sıde of Koypt, an great number of people shall flee before them Because
of them the kıng of Koypt shall not be establıshed on hıs throne] an chall
leave Koypt aN! resıde 1ın the guarded cıty of Damaseus. T’he per10d of the
SI of the SONS of Kedar 1n Koypt ohall be

Then he shall LO the Yemen an seek |to se1ze] the Hıaz. He shall StaYy
there for short per10d. Krom there he LO Kufa, an mıngle ıth the
Turks, an the SONS of Kedar shaJll intermarry ıth them They wıll SO LO
the land of Syr1a, and bring LO ruın the remaıns of ceiıyılızed hıfe, an destroy
Jerusalem, and urn ıt ıth f1ire, an kıll the saınts, and |there shall OCCUT|
dreadful, appallıng deeds, whıich Afe mentioned 1n the orıginal book).
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(In the nınth ASC the 140N-G0DB shall forth from the west 1n hıs mı1ght,
an reach Jerusalem, an hıs enemles chall fa 11 theır faces, and they shall
flee from hım 'T’hıs kıng chall proceed LO buılld churches, an |tO rebuıld|
everythıng that had een destroyed ın the land He shall rebuı1ld Iyre, an
TEeCONSTtTUCT the whole world Its DAl ahal] multıply and aN SCa, an
ıts CrODS and prımary products Increase.

The Kıngs of Kthıiopı1a, of Nubıa, of Indıa an of Chına shall gather ın
Jerusalem wıth the 1100-005). The rTest of the kıngs of the earth shall gather
together, and the Holy Spırıt shall descend the Orthodox Kıng. the
kıngs shall defer LO hım an obey ım |Kveryone| chall eN]0y TEa PTOS-
perıty, that the lıyıng shaJl LO the dead, Sayıng LO them »Arıse !
See the blessings whıch (+0d has renewed for UuS, an whıch eN]Oy«. No
wıickedness <hall remaın the people, NOT shaJll an y POOI DEISON seek
anythıng from another.

He 1l TesSTtTOTE a ]] the churches N monasterles an anchorıtes’ cells,
(ht ‘caves’). The saıntly shal[ be and the dwellers 1n the 11-

taıns, an (+0d Most Hıgh shall LO SIOW the earth flower |of
kınd| unknown SINCE the creatıon of the world, an 102  - shall SO ONe

ardebb an ICapP from ı$ ONe hundred ardebbs.
At the en of four hundred after the Orthodox Kıngdom WO

from the trıbe of Dan shall CONCeEelIVe of ‚ another] 9 and the angels
shall AD PCAaL LO INCIL, and en]om pıety uUDON them, and that they should not
aCcePt (the teachıng| of relıg10n (hıt ‘communiıty’) whıch would COMe

There shall DO forth frqm the mountaıns the unclean people who AIe called

JJ_9.’>
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Gog an Magog, from the east. They chaj ] destroy the world and defile 1t, for
they chall e21 snakes, serpents, m1Ce, abortions an dead anımals.

As for she who shall g1Vve bırth from the trıbe of Dan ONe shall be from
I yre: the other from Sıdon One chall rıde the other, an ONeE shall eaT
male chıld, who shall claım he 1s the Messıah, but ın truth he shaJll be the
Antichrıist. In form he ahal l be tall and lofty 1ın Stature, ıth long haır, N
18 shall gleam ıke lıghtening and the SUunN, and he chaJ ll ave long ArINS

wıth short f{1ngers
Ar hıs bhırth the harvesters shall harvest the CrOD ın the f1elds, and blood

shall COTNE forth from ıt
He <hall perform wonders, an (UTeEe the blınd and the leprous, and shall

ralse the palsıed, but he wıll not be able LO revıve the dead, 1OL ralse them
NO chall he ave aı authorıty thereın. oTeA number of folk shaJll

follow hım, but blessed Ar e they who do n OT follow hım, for the SECcCasSs

and SpIINgS shall dry
long tıme after that (+0d <hall send the LWO hblessed DEISONS, KEnoch aN!

Ehas, LO econdemn hım, Ssayıng » ’hou hast mısled the people through thy
falsehood«. He <hall saerıfıce them the altar of Zi0on, but (+0d shall COM-

mand that they rıse agaln after LWO an half days : they chall T1SE,
aN! the earth an everythıng 1t; chal l be chaken by earthquake, an
ere shall descend ubON the Antıchrist and hıs COomMpanıoNs gre@&
dread Then (+0d ost Hıgh shall send down fıre {irom heaven, whıch shall
HÜTn the whole earth, aN cha l urn a{ ] those who follow hım And
(A0d shall send the four WINdS, whiıich ıll TEINOVE the ashes into the OCecall

Then the Lord Chrıst, LO ım be o10ry, 111 GOINEC agaln, havıng thousands
of angels aTrOouUunNnd 1m He shall rıde above the hılls, ıth many-wınged angels
aTround hım, an ıth clouds around hıs feet, hen the Antıichrıist shall
Catc sıght of hım, he and hıs arı y chall elt AWAY, Wa  b melts before
fıre. T’hen the ILord Chrıist chall o1t uDOoN the throne of hıs S10T7Y, and shall
ralse the quick aN the dead, and shall separate the g00d and the bad,
putting [the former| hıs rıght, an sendıng them forth LO eternal lıfe,
an the wıicked hıs left, |sendıng them| the pıt of hell)

The Coptic PTOVENANCE of thıs pıeCeE 1S not only indıcated Dy ıts ontext
wıthın Bodleıan Huntington 328, (see contents of MS above), but
18 a, 180 confirmed by NUMLEeLIOUS internal indiecatiıons. T’hese include Tequen
geographical references, Koypt beıng mentjioned ıne tımes (fols. 156r

(twıce); 156v (3 tımes) ; 157 v (twıce); 158r (twıce); N Alexandrıa twıce®l

Other versions mentıon Kgypt only NC twice, and Alexandria not al al 'I’he ‚U -

of references LO monasterl1es an incense mMay Iso be thought LO SUPpPOrTt Christian Kgypt-
1a TOVENANCE,



Ebied, Young

(fols. 154r an 157v In addıtıon mentıon 18 made of SSS
(yThe Orthodox K1n9«) (fol 158Vv), an wf.«\))Y‘ (»Lhe Orthodox

Kiıngdom«) 2010.). There Arle a 180 SOINE liınguistic indıcatıons of Coptic OT121N
for thıs versıon of the Sıbyl, such the conflated form for
(fol 154v)52,

See Kussalilm, »Contribution l’etude de VyCn arabe des Coptes« 1n Le Museon,
vol MM (1967), 186f.


