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The Malankara Church (OT Malankara Sabha)! 18 ONe of those Churches
whıch do not aCccept the Councıl of Chaleedon (451 N! other ecumenıcal
Synods of later tıme. She 1S ONe of the Orijental Orthodox Pre-Chalece-
donıian Ancıent Orthodox Churches which, fOor long tıme, WeIC styled ın
the West monophysıte.

Ar present, thıs Church has LO face the StOrTMY wınds of sch1sm wıthın
herself. I'wo hierarchıes OPPOSC ON another, the 0)]41% claımıng autonomy,
the second loyalty LO the Syran Patrıarch of Antıioch, Moran Mar Ignatıos
Yacoub 111 T’he atmosphere 18 not al a 11 accordıng LO the princıple of
Christian love aN charıty ; 1t, 1s rather filled ıth emotı1ons. Publıe demon-
strations of the interested partıes, lawsunts before eıvıl trıbunals, darken

Under the term »Malankara Church« have to understand the Malankara Orthodox Syrian
Church. Its Catholie branch 1S named the Syro-Malankara Church. oth follow the West Syrıan
Antiochean liturgical rıte. Sometimes the Malankara Church 18 Iso named Syrlan Orthodox

Church of Malabar«; thıs nNname 18 often the of confusıon. In Kerala, Malankara

Malabar, the largest Christjian body 18 the Syro-Malabar Church (of ast yr1an liturgical rıte)
which 18 ın commun1o0n ıth the Church of Rome. ome prefer LO call the Malankara Church

today Iso the »Indian Orthodox Church« We have preferred the officlal name indicated

ın T'he Oonstitutzon of the Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church, ottayam 1973 'Lo better under-

standıng of hat Just has been stated, reproduce here 1ts first Tee paragraphs
The Malankara Church 1S 1vy1sıon of the Orthodox Syr1an Church. The Primate of the

Orthodox yr1an Church 1s the Patriarch of Antioch.
The Malankara Church WwWas founded by St. Thomas the Apostle and 18 inceluded ın the

Orthodox Syrian Church of the ast an the Primate of the Orthodox Syr1an Church of the ast

1S the Catholicos.
The ancıent an the real nNname of the Malankara Church 18 the Malankara Orthodox Syrian

Church although ıt 18 Iso wrongly called “"I’he Jacobite Church’, fOor the SAaIle TEASONS for which

the Orthodox Syrian Church has een Iso called WOor historical details, ef.

Ie Syrisch-Orthodoxe Kirche der Südindischen Thomas-Chrısten, Würzburg 1967 ;
Podıpara, Ie Thomas-Chrısten, Würzburg 1966 (Englısh edıt1on, London-Bombay 1970);

Daniel, T’he Orthodox Church of Indıa, vol. I‚ New Delhi 1972 ; Tısserant, HKastern

Christianıty un Indıa, Calcutta-Bombay-London 1957 ] T’he SYTrO-
Malankara Church, Ernakulam 1974
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Chrıist’'s mandate LO hıs dıscıples 1n non-Chrıistian mıheu. All these troubles
Arle not only detrimental LO the Malankara Church herself, but ATe blow
for Christianıty 1n Indıa, especlally In the STAaTEe of Kerala.

Havıng resıgned from hıs hıgh eccles1astical offıce, Moran Mar Baselos
Augen Was succeeded by Moran Mar Thoma Mathews L, Catholicos
of the ast an Malankara Metropolitan Oetober ( 1975 The latter
had een elected Catholicos-elect (whıch Corresponds LO coad]utor ıth
the rıght of SUCCESSION) by the epıscopal SynNOod, the managıng commıttee
an the general assembly of the alankara. Assoc1atiıon COomposed of 3,000
elected representatıves, December ÖL,

Hıs nen became the Metropolitan of Kandanad, Paulose Mar
Phılexinos, who WaS consecrated Catholicos of the ast by Patrıarch lgna-
t108 Yacoubh 111 under the ame of Moran Mar Baselıos Paulos IL F
Damascus, September ( 1975 He 1S OC leadıng that of hıerarchs,
prıests and faıthful who consıder the Patrıarch of Antıoch N! a‚ 11 the Kast

theır veELY relıg10Us Super10T an spırıtual father 1n the Lord

T’he Orıgıin of the eNSLION

The present schısm 1n the Malankara Church has ıts TOOTS 1ın events T
least far back the seventıles of the 19th CENTUTY. Already ıIn 1566. the
Syrian Patrıarch of Antıoch deposed the then Metropolitan of Malankara
Mathews Mar Athanasıos (who eventually became the leader of hat today
1S known the Mar Thoma Dyrılan Church), consecrated Malpan Joseph
Puhlkottil under the ame of Mar Dionysios hıs SUCCESSOT, sent the holy
Chrısm an claımed the 'TESISA), 1.e the cathedratieum from Malankaras.
In order LO solve the exIsting problems, the Patrıarch of Antıioch, Mar
Patrose 114 (Butros, Peter) Came LO Malankara hımself In 1875 On March
4, 1876 the government discontinued LO acknowledge the protestantızıng
Mathews Mar Athanasıos the only leader of the Malankara Chureh. T’he
faıthful g1ven the possıbılıty LO choose the Metropolitan they hlıked.4

HKastern O(Churches Revıeu) 326
i Malancharuvil, T’he Syro-Malankara Church, Ernakulam 1974, 'T ’he author,

canon1ıst, havıng stated that by 1866 the Patriarch of Antioch exercised patrıarcha. OWEeTrS
Ver the Malankara Church, contınues »L’he Malankara Metropolitans, the other hand, Secem
tO have not denıed the SUPTEMACY of the Antiochene Patrıarch, ‚:Ven though acknowledge-
ment of ıt W as beyond their intention and 11196  Madey  Christ’s mandate to his disciples in a non-Christian milieu. All these troubles  are not only detrimental to the Malankara Church herself, but are a blow  for Christianity in India, especially in the state of Kerala.  Having resigned from his high ecclesiastical office, Moran Mar Baselios  Augen I was succeeded by Moran Mar Thoma Mathews I, as Catholicos  of the East and Malankara Metropolitan on October 27, 1975. The latter  had been elected Catholicos-elect (which corresponds to a coadjutor with  the right of succession) by the episcopal synod, the managing committee  and the general assembly of the Malankara Association composed of 3,000  elected representatives, on December 31, 19702.  His opponent became the Metropolitan of Kandanad, Paulose Mar  Philexinos, who was consecrated Catholicos of the East by Patriarch Igna-  tios Yacoub III under the name of Moran Mar Baselios Paulos II, at  Damascus, on September 7, 1975. He is now leading that group of hierarchs,  priests and faithful who consider the Patriarch of Antioch and all the East  as their very religious superior and spiritual father in the Lord.  The Origin of the tension  The present schism in the Malankara Church has its roots in events at  least as far back as the seventies of the 19th century. Already in 1866, the  Syrian Patriarch of Antioch deposed the then Metropolitan of Malankara  Mathews Mar Athanasios (who eventually became the leader of what today  is known as the Mar Thoma Syrian Church), consecrated Malpan Joseph  Pulikottil under the name of Mar Dionysios V as his successor, sent the holy  Chrism and claimed the “resisa’, i.e. the cathedraticum from Malankaras.  In order to solve the existing problems, the Patriarch of Antioch, Mar  Patrose III (Butros, Peter) came to Malankara himself in 1875. On March  4, 1876, the government discontinued to acknowledge the protestantizing  Mathews Mar Athanasios as the only leader of the Malankara Church. The  faithful were given the possibility to choose the Metropolitan they liked.*  2 Hastern Churches Review 3 (1971) 336.  3 Cf. C. Malancharuvil, T’he Syro-Malankara Church, Ernakulam 1974, 57. The author,  a canonist, having stated that by 1866 the Patriarch of Antioch exercised patriarchal powers  over the Malankara Church, continues , »The Malankara Metropolitans, on the other hand, seem  to have not denied the supremacy of the Antiochene Patriarch, even though an acknowledge-  ment of it was beyond their intention and will ... At any rate, this situation brought the Malan-  kara Church to a difficult period in its history«.  4 Malancharuvil, op.c. 58.At an y rate, thıs sıtuation brought the Malan:
kara Church LO diffieult per10d ın ıts history«.

Malancharuvil, 0D.C.
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On une D, 1876, invıtatıon Was sent LO a 11 the churches of Jacobıte
affıhatıon LO send ONe priest an LWO laymen parısh representatıves
LO the church of Mulanthuruthy une Ö of the Samnıe yYCal for SYNO
T'’hıs synod took place from une »Ö LO July }, 1876 Of the 180 parıshes,
102 sent theır representatıves LO the SYNO| The other parıshes Jo1ned the
excommunıcated Mathews Mar Athanasıos5.

Sınce both the partıes had eaders appomted by the Patrıarch of Antıoch
the people ead DO belleve that the Sece of Antıoch had always en]oyed
SUDTEMLAC OVeT the Malankara Churceh. They also Sa the Patrıarch appomt-
ıng an deposing alankara metropolitans, sending holy Chrısm LO the chur-
ches, an preventing 91 the Samne tıme the metropolıitans LO do S collecting
the res1isa etc The Patrıarch presıding OVeT the SyNOd, sSucceeded In establısh-
ıng Can onNns whıch clearly <shOow hıs authorıty accepted by the assembly.

Kach parısh had LO eXecute bond of allegıance LO the patrıarch. The
Synod a, 180 preser1bed GCENSUS ın each parısh which could hbe utılısed fOTr
the collecetion of the patrıarchal res1Isa. Very ımportant WeTe decıded
regardıng the admınıstration of the empora x0o0ds of the Church. The estab-
lıshed body then rece1ved the ame “Syrian Christian Assoc1atıon ” ıth
the patrıarch patron N! the Metropolıtan of Malankara A president®.
The assoclatıon has 103 members; delegates of whıch eight ave bo be
prıests ave LO admınıster the g0o0ds an render 3CC0OUNT LO the patrıarch
an LO the hıerarchy of alankara yCar

The sSynod Was closely ICh publıc document called 'padıola’ sıgned Dy
the people requesting the patrıarch LO APPLOVE and execute the dee1isi0ns.
In thıs document read

» Krom ancıent times the people of Malabar an theıir churches AT under the spiritual
of the Patrıarch of Antıoch. In thıs ONe Ise has* Since OUT bishops aAM priests

recelve (Holy) orders TOM VOU, yOUu have OWEer LO appomınt and to depose them Y our Holiness

About the eXaCct date of the beginning of the SynOod of Mulanthuruthy, there ALr different
OpIn10ns. Some, Daniel 0D.C 9 9 who follows the Orthodox Syrian (Malankara) hıstorl1an

Paret, Mulanthuruthrz unnNahados, places 1t, into the above mentioned days June
LO July Midhunam LO F{} Malancharuvil, OD 5 9 ollows the T ravancore Koyal
(ourt Judgement, translated an edıted by Phıilıp, ottayam 1890 According LO hım,
the first day of the sSynod Was November 1 C 1876 er hıstorlans ontent themselves by Ind1-

catıng only the VCar
f- It 1S VeLYy interesting LO note that Mounayer, Les Synodes SYLENS Jacobites, Beirut

1963, 103, basıng himself Barsaum’s Histoiwre Ades SCLENCES el de In Iitterature SYTLAQUE,
Aleppo 149 (1n Arabic), to the conclusion that the sSynod proclaimed the patrıarch

president of the assoclatıon an the metropolitan iıts rTeCctor.
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has the spirıtual Aare of the Syrian people an churches In Malabar an! Iso the of
nominatıng an deposing bishops.

We an OUT posterior1ty 11 not, until death, devıate eıther LO the right NOL tOo the eft
TOM the faıth of the three Councils of OUTr holy Church handed TOmM the precept of
OUTr religion of true faıth an of Y our Holiness wh. 18 the head. We, therefore, unanımously
SWEALr before (+0d an Y our Holiness touching the CTOSS anı the Bıble that until the ast
breath there 1l not be aV change for thıs.

Requesting Y our Holiness to put 1ın effect a 11 CAanNnons an laws pertaınıng tOo religion,
PTay LO confirm the cCommı1ss8s]ıon mem bers an the Metropolitan LO ıt; responsible
wıthout partıalıty ın a 11 thiıngs pertaımnıng to religion an communıty an LO appomınt metro-
politan TOM outside wh: shall watch that nothıng mMa y happen agalnst faıth obedience...«7

There 1S doubt that the alankara Church whıch LO then had ruled
herself, Was definıtely brought under the authorıty of the Patrıarch of
Antıoch ıth thıs SyNOod. The patrıarch, eN]oyıng 1O the full W a 180
ın Malankara, exerec1sed hıs rıghts. He dıyıded the Malankara Church whıich
heretofore had ONne sole d10cese, ınto dioceses. As the Malankara
Metropolıtan Mar Dionysios Was reluctant Iın executıng the bond, he Was

gıyven the least ımportant diocese of Kollam Quiulon). In whıch anner
the patrıarch hımself Sa hıs spirıtual authorıty OVer the Malankara Church
becomes clear irom the bull of appomtment, the ‘systatıkon., g1ven LO the
116e  z bıshop of Nıranam

»We gran' hım Ver churches, Ver the jelds, church properties an Ver everything
that pertaıns the churches. Ihey hould be admiınistered according LO his orders. He shall
appomnt admımnistrators (economes) for the churches wh: ahall collect the Income TOM the
1elds, foundations an plantatıons which belong LO the churches. Finally they shall g1ve
yearly report LO him «8

Havıng thus establıshed hıs authorıty, the patrıarch returned to hıs
residence leavıng behind hım the seeds of dissension whıch had tıme LO SIOW

1ın the followıng three decades. Mar Dıionys1io0s V Metropolitan of Quilon,
continued LO rule OVeTr the whole Church Aas Metropolıitan of Malankara
tıll 1909 He W as succeeded by Mar Dıonysıi0s VI ( Vattasserıl) consecrtrated
by the Patrıarch Mar Abdalla {i1 ın 1908 together ıth nother hıeromonk.
the Ramban Paul, who became Kurılose Mar Athanasıos.

'h1ıs document appeared In Knglısh translation 1ın (lodıificazıone Canonica Orientale,
Fonti, SeTr1Ee 11 ascC. 31 Placıdus Joseph TOCD, De Jontıbus Juris ecclesiastıcı SyYro-
Malankarensium commentarıus hristorıco-CANONICUS, Vatican City 1937, 209f.

'The recelver of thıs systatıkon Was Geevarghese Mar Gregor10s (Chathuruthi) kT
canonised by the Holy Synod of the alankara. Church 1n 1947 He 18 today known the
Perumala Saıint (Perumala 18 place In the neighbourhood of Niranam, not far TOM Tiruvalla).
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T'he Confluct’s eruptıion
Patrıarch Ahbdalla, I1 who had accompanıed Mar Patrose I1I1 LO Malankara
Metropolitan Mar Gregor10s® an had faılr knowledge of the dec1is1ions

of the SyNOd of Mulanthuruthy, GCGamne LO alankara AMNECEW Patrıarch of
Antıoch ın order LO SECUTE hıs authorıity and SUDTEME W' ın the SOVCIN-
ment of the temporalıtıes of the Church ın Malankara.. He demanded that
a 11 the bıshops should, DYy publıc deed, acknowledge hıs claımse. Thus

heavy dıspute between Mar Abdalla, I1 an Mar Dionysıios NI 1n
regard LO the nature an the extensıon of the patrıarchal POWETIS regardıng
the Malankara Chureh.

Mar Dıionysio0s VI WasSs wıllıng LO acknowledge only the spirıtual SUPITEMAC
of the Syrian Patrıarch of Antıoch, 1.e conseeratıon of bıshops,consecration
of the holy Chrısm (mMO0OTON) fOor the Malankara Church an general EI-
visıon OVer the preservatıon of the faıth of the Syrian Orthodox Churceh.
i 1s interesting LO ote that these Arl the SAamne arguments whıch WEeTe already
pronounced by Mathews Mar Athanasıos T the tıme of the Synod of Mulan-
thuruthy.

Whıle Mar Dionys1os VI had the Judgement of the Royal Iravancore
Court hıs sıde, the patrıarch and a,|| those who shared hıs opınıon wıshed
LO execute hat had een a91Cd 1n the °Padıola) of 1876 Kven the
members of the executıve commıttee of the Malankara Assoc1atıon both the
OPIN1ONS WeTIe®e LO hbe found Thus a,1so the people WeTe gradually dıyıded
iınto LWO partıes

The celımax of thıs tensıon Was reached when the patrıarch eXCOMMUNN-
Cate the Malankara Metropolıtan May ÖL, 1911 Mar Dionysıo0s M1
dıd not submıt to the patrıarch s claıms.

T’wo OYTLAN Orthodox (hurches un Malankara

Mar Abdalla consecTtTated LWO bıshops, 0)]41% for the SCcCe of Ankamalı, another
for the ethnıe called ‘'Knanaya’, "Thekumbhagar’ ÖT ‘Suddıst (Southist).
He conseecrated holy Chrısm for them and econvoked SyNOod which took place
3T Alwaye August 510 1911 where Mar Kurılose, whom he had E-

Mar Gregor10s 18 saldı LO have been the prıme In the affalr of the deposition of
Patrıarch Abdal Messıiıh. 'T ’he Fiırman (recognıtıon by the Sultan of JTurkey) Was withdrawn
TOM Mar Abdel essih an gıven LO Mar Gregor10s who styled himself Patrıarch Mar Abdalla

Many faıthful, especlally outsiıde the Turkish empıre, continued to cons1ıder Mar Abdal
Messih the Jegıtimate ecclesiastical head of the Syrlan Patriarchate of Antioch C NI

ODG 110£.; 115; Malancharuril, 0D.C 68 I1,



100 Madey

erated 1908 together ıth Mar Dionysıio0s VI W as appomted Metropolitan
of Malankara the place of Mar Dionysı0s VI

In hıs 2,.C1 of submiıssıon, the newly conseecrated bıshop of Ankamalı,
Paulos Mar Athanasıos, declared :

} accept anı keep the faıth tradıtiıons an Customs of the Syrian Malabar Church NVOT

which Your Lordship has the SUPTEMLE an a ll laws instituted by Y our Lordship
an VOUL SUCCES:! useful for ecclesiastical adminıstration 111 accept TOM VOUr holy
an! Chrism consecrated only by the holy Antiochene Patrıarch an wıll send 1% for usSe

the churches entrusted to wıll not do anythıng outsıde the OWEer Y our Lordship
V Y our Lordshiıp an VOUL SUCCESSOTS have OWEer LO eXxcommMuUunıcCcate an depose
ıf do anythıng agalınst Y our Lordship VOUr SUCCESSOTS ÖOr outside the er SN  I LO

«10

T’hıs deeclaratıon clearly demonstrates how extended the W of the
Patrıarch of Antıoch WaS It ıf the bıshops under hım sımply
hıs epıscopal VICars exarchs There mention of aV COOpPeTratıonN of
the Holy Synod of the Syrlan Orthodox Church of the Patrıarchate of
Antıoch matters CONCEININS the Malankara Church

After LWwO Malankara Mar Abdalla 11 returned LO the Near ast
leavıng behıind hım accordıng LO the demand of the Padıola Metropolıtan
Sleebha, Mar Osthathıos hıs representatıve 'T '’hıs charge NnOT LO be
econsıdered ıdentical LO A DOCIISIaLYy whiıich patrıarchs INa y send to other
aUTONOMOUS Churches EF May he rather compared that of apostolıc
delegate 1LUNCILIO Of COUTISEC the representatıve of the Patrıarch of Antıoch
W as not recogn1ısed by the excommunıcated Mar Dionys1io0s VI an hıs TOl
low eTS T’hey WEeTl'‘ fact erıtical STATEe but already mentioned
above at that tıme the Syrian Orthodox Patrıarchate of Antıoch had LWO

patrıarchs Mar Abdalla I1 who had the approval of the Turkısh SO VEIN-
ment and the deposed Mar Ahbdal Messıh who celaımed LO hbe the legıtimate
patrıarch an consıdered the wıthdrawal of eıvıl recogn1tL10N DYy the Turks

null and o1d for hıs ecclesiastıcal dıgnıty
Havıng een informed that hıs rıval had excommMunıcated Mar Dionys1ı0s

Mar Abdal Messıh declared thıs EXCOMMUNICATION invalıd INESSaSIC
of August 17 191114 On the 1invıtatıon of the Metropolıtan he Came LO
Malankara ONe VCal later and September 15 1919° he instıtuted the
Catholhicate whıch ought LO be contınuatıon of the old Catholhcate of the

Speclal num ber of Malayala Manorama, ottayam 1911 641 ef Codıficazıone Canonica
Orientale, Fonti, I1 asc Placıdus Joseph OCD Fontes Jurıs (anonıcı Syro-
M alankarensvum, Vatıcan City 1940 341 49 Malancharuril 0 67

( Daniıel 0D.C 1415
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ast Iın Tagrıt Paulos Mar 1vanıos, Metropolıitan of Kandanad, the only
SUTVIVINS hıerarch consecrtrated by Patrıarch Patrose ILL, Was enthroned

Catholicos under the aIne of Paulos Basıhos. To strengthen hıs authorıity
V1S-A-VIS the followers of Mar Abdalla, Mar Abdal Messih conseecrated
the bıshops Mar Gheevarghese Gregor10s, Mar Joachım Ivanıos and Mar
Gregor10s Phılexiınos. He urther declared 1ın letter wrıtten from the
dSemMINaTYy of Perumala 19

D Y our Catholicos and Metropolıtans wh: Ar yOUL Pastors will, hope, satısfy yYOUL
requırements. Wıth the assıstance of the Metropolitans, the Catholicos ll consecrate,
according LO the CAanons of OUT holy Fathers, Metropolitans an holy Chrism for you After
the death of the Catholicos, VOUr Metropolitans have the T1g aM authority LO enthrone

Catholicos ın hıs place obody shall have ALLY right LO prevent them TOM doing iıt. However,
everythıng shall be done prudently, orderly an according LO the Customs ıth the counsel
of the Committee which 1S under the presidentship of Mar Dionysios, the Malankara Metro-
polıtan «12

Only few weaks later, the Patrıarch left for Jerusalem13.

Now there WeTe LWO STOUDS In the Malankara Church, both of whom had
protohierarch stylıng hımself Metropolıtan of alankara. T’he latter became

known ‘Metran Kakshı" (Catholıcos Metropolhittan party), the former
ON °Bava Kakshı" (Patrıarchal party)

tıme followed whıich W as characterised by Man y attempts of reconcılla-
tıon but 9, 180 by JerT1es of paınful and tıresome lawsults between the LWO

partıes 1n whıich the ıdentity of each ıth the orıgınal Malankara Church
an consequently the ownershıp of church properties WEeIe the object of
bıtter discussıion. 'Thıs STLATE lasted tıll December 16, 1958 when COM1LUDLO-
mı1se Was achleved between the Catholicos of the Malankara Church an
the Patrıarch of Antıoch14. Krom 1934 onwarTds the Catholicos Party had
adopted constitution accepting the Orthodox. SÖYTLAN OChurch of Malan-
kara whıch already Mar IThomas (T 1728 had sed 1n 170915

Archbıshop Mar Tvanıos, Trivyvandrum 1957, 120 (in Malayalam) ef.
M alayala Manorama of May ]' 9 1913: quoted TOM Malancharuvil, 0D.C.

In the Samne VCarl 1913, the Patrıarch made hıs profession of faıth before the Syrian Catholie
Patrıarch of Antıoch and al the Kast, Moran Mar Ephrem L1 Rahmanı (1898-1929). He died 1n
1915 Syrlan Catholıc . YFortescue, T'he Lesser Kastern Churches, London 1913,
371 in 17 Lısserant, 0D.C. 197; Malancharuvrvyil, 0D.C fn

Daniel, 0D.C 121:425; Malancharurvil, 0D.C. 69-71 ; Tısserant, 0D.C 153-155:;
Verghese, Die syrisch-orthodoxe rche, 1n Dre Syrıschen Kırchen un Indıen, ed.

Verghese, Stuttgart 1974, 59-67
ylhoma, the infırm, bishop of the ancıent an orthodox Syrıan Christjians of Hındoo Hewte

ef. Malancharurvril, 0D.C fn. 31
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Reconcılıation

The lawsunts before the eıvıl COUuTrts sometımes 1n favour of the ONl

of the other Party At last. the Supreme Court of Indıa SAÜVEC the final verdıet
September 12, 1958 It 1S entirely 1n favour of the claıms of the Metran

Kakshı.
»L ’he deecree of the trıal court mMa y be summarised ollows

Mar Gheevarghese Dionysius Was the awful Malankara Metropolitan an Was recognised
anl accepted such by the Malankara Syrian Church an such had become TUSTLEE
of the Church properties ;

11 'T’he Patrıarch had only of general supervısıon VeLr the spirıtual government
of the Church but had right LO interfere ıth the internal administration of the Church
ın spirıtual matters which rested only 1ın the Metropolitan an that the Patriarch has
authority, jurisdietion, control, SUPErVISION COMNCET'TMN VeLr ıth the temporalitıes
of the Arch-diocese of Malankara

111 Mar Gheevarghese Dionysius W as excommunicated by Patrıarch Abdulla 11; but such
excommunıcatıon WwWäas opposed LO the Constitution of the Malankara Church aıd down
by the Synod of Mulanthuruthy an Was canon1cally invalıd an he Was still recognised
an accepted the Malankara Metropolitan by large majJor1ıty of Malankara: Syrian
Christian communıiıty ;
Kora Mathan Malpan an Kurien had been valıdly removed TOM the offiıce of
TUustee an! anı Paulose Kathanar aN Kora Kochu orula had been valıdly appointed
ın their places.«16

It 18 LO be noted that non-Chrıstian Judges had LO dea| ıth canonıcal
questions an LO g1ve them adequate exeges1s. Therefore ıt 1s not at al
SUrprısınN.g that the Syrian Patrıarch. through the intermediary of the Indıan
Vv1ice-mıinıister of Justice, Daftarı, wıshed rev]ısıon of thıs Judgment
claımıng that the Judges had erTed. T’hıs appeal, however, Was dısmıssed
by the SUDLEINE Judge of Indıa, Das, who hımself had een involved
1n the Judgment ment.ıoned above.1”

KRealızıng the SLATE of alfalrs, the Patrıarch of Antıoch, Moran Mar Ignatıos
Y acoub H1: decıded LO esSTta the 1n the Malankara Churceh. On
December J. 1958, he sent INESSaSC (‘Kalpana’) Mar Juhos Ehas, the
then patrıarchal delegate (1930-1962), the rece1pt of whıch talks about
the realızatıon of the reconcıllatıon took place between the hıerarchs an
the lay eaders ıIn the house of the ‘Knanaya’ bıshop ava Kakshı) 21
Chingavanam Car Kottayam an ,T Devalokam, the atholcos’s resıidence
1n Kottayam.

Daniel, 0D.C. 124
7T bıd. 124
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Already December 16, 1958 the reconcıhlatıon Was pubhiely celebrated
ın the chapel of the Old Seminary T Kottayam. The Catholicos Mar Basehos
(Aheevarghese I1 (T 1964), an followıng hım Mar Juhos and the hıerarchs
of both partıes entered the chapel. Documents WeTITe exchanged 1n whiıich
the partıes mutually accepted OI another. The bıshops of Ankamalı, Cochiın,
Kandanad an of the 'Knanayas’ WeIe ıntegrated into the Holy Synod of
the Catholicate of the ast Two of the former bıshops of the patrıarchal
TOUD, namely Paulos Mar Phılexenos of Kandanad an Abraham Mar
Clemiıs of the 'Knanayas’ Arle st111 alıve.

'The celımax of the reconcılatıon emMms to ave een reached when ın
1964 the elected Augen Mar T’hemotheos, Metropolıtan of Thumpamon,
who Metropolıtan of Kandanad had Joıned the Metran kakshı 1n 1942,
Was about LO be inthronısed. The Malankara Assocı1atıon and the Holy
Synod invıted the SyTrlan Patrıarch of Antioch, who arrıyed 1ın Malankara

May 22, 196418 The patrıarch, who had stayed ın alankara
monk for several an had faır knowledge of the vernacular Janguage
Malayalam, solemnl1y confırmed the electıon of Augen Mar Themotheos
an presided OVel the investiture 1 Mar Klıas Church 1ın Kottayam!?®, The
NEeEW Catholicos took the aAIne of Mar Basehos Augen He resıgned from
hıs offıce 1ın autumn an dıed 1n December 1975

Neuw Tensions

In 1972, a ]] the Syrian Christlians of Malankara, ırrespectıve of theır ececle-
sKüastıcal affıhatıon celebrated the 1900th annıversary of the martyrdom of
SE Thomas the Apostle.

What happened that thıs VCal MUus be i‘egarded the begınnıng of 1  z

tens]ıons between the Syrian Patrıarchate and the Malankara Cathohcate ?
Mar Basehos Augen 1, 1n document released the 0Cccasıon of the

Jubilee V6QrL, S18NS A SUCCGESSoL: the throne of St Thomas the Apostle.
Patriarch Mar Ignatıos Yacoub 111 conseecrtrated 1ın March 19792 the

Syrian monk Kphrem Aboodı Ramban 1 Damascus appomtıng hım U

Proche-Orzent chrethen (Jerusalem 76-78:; Daniel, 0D.C. 145; Hambye
Madey, 1900 Jahre Thomas-Chrısten N 1  LEN, Freiburg VUe 1972, 52£. : Verghese,

art.c.
Daniel, 0D.C 145 ; Proche-Orzent chretien 76-78; Hambye-Madey,

0OD.C
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the sSamnıe tıme ‘‘Apostolıc Delegate of the Syrian Orthodox Patrıarch ’ 20.
Mar Timotheos Kphrem Aboodı, ın thıs capacıty, returned LO alankara
aN! took resıdence 91 Mar J1onatıus Dayra, Mathoor ear Pathamthiıtta,
Kerala.. Thıs appoıntment Was consıdered by the Cathohcos unfrıendly
3,C1 the part of the patrıarch V1S-A-VIS the aUTONOMOUS SEAaTUS of the Malan-
Izara Church, an thıs reactıon W as ecommMunıcated LO the Patrıarch Mar
T1motheos recel1ved the recognıtıon of the Cathohcos an hıs Synod,

the CONTATY, the alankara Church under the Catholhecos succeeded
ın her iforts that Mar Timotheos’s 183 W as noOt renewed. He had LO leave
Indıa 1ın 1974 and Was oblıged LO return LO the Patrıarchate 31 Damascus.

T ’hıs expulsıon took place 1ın early SUuUumMmmmnMer 1974, only feWw months after
the patrıarch’s letter (no of January 50, 1974 had reached the Oatho-
l1c0821. I '’hıs letter 1S of oTeALt ımportance 1t; reveals the whole problem.
The Cathohlcos 1s aCcCeused 1n it of being gullty thırteen ıtems. We shall
cCommMmMent the dıfferent top1Ccs followıng the order of thıs letter.

1R Patrıarch SayS (no 1) that the unıyversal Syrian Orthodox Church
has but ONe apostolıc SsSee whıch 1s that of St; Peter [ at Antıoch]. It 18
aberratıon that St Thomas would ave had see throne. Whıle the
arguments for the tıtle of “*SUCCESSOT of St T’homas‘‘, quoted by the SUuP-
porters of the Catholicate??, recall only the recent shıftıng of the ° Pers1an’
Cathohcate?3: of old LO Malankara, ıt certaınly would ave een better LO
make hıstorical research whıich WOou ave proved that thıs tıtle IS noOt
91 a, ]] alıen LO the Church the Malabar CO4as As early Mar Jacob,
ast Syrian (*‘Nestorian’) hıerarch of the 14th CEeNTUTY, sıgned document
whıch 1S cConserved 1n the Vatıcan l1brary, 1ın 1301 Metropolıtan Bıshop,
Prelate104  Madey  the same time ‘“Apostolic Delegate of the Syrian Orthodox Patriarch’’20.  Mar Timotheos Ephrem Aboodi, in this capacıty, returned to Malankara  and took up residence at Mar Ignatius Dayra, Mathoor near Pathamthitta,  Kerala. T'his appointment was considered by the Catholicos as an unfriendly  act on the part of the patriarch vis-ä-vis the autonomous status of the Malan-  kara Church, and this reaction was communicated to the Patriarch. Mar  Timotheos never received the recognition of the Catholicos and his Synod,  on the contrary, the Malankara Church under the Catholicos succeeded  in her efforts that Mar Timotheos’s visa was not renewed. He had to leave  India in 1974 and was obliged to return to the Patriarchate at Damascus.  This expulsion took place in early summer 1974, only a few months after  the patriarch’s letter (no. 52/74 of January 30, 1974) had reached the Catho-  licos?, This letter is of great importance as ıt reveals the whole problem.  The Catholicos is accused in it of being guilty on thirteen items. We shall  comment on the different topics following the order of this letter.  The Patriarch says (no. 1) that the universal Syrian Orthodox Church  has but one apostolic see which is that of St. Peter [at Antioch]. It is an  aberration that St. Thomas would have had a see or throne. While the  arguments for the title of “successor of St. Thomas’”, as quoted by the sup-  porters of the Catholicate??, recall only the recent shifting of the ‘“Persian’  Catholicate? of old to Malankara, it certainly would have been better to  make a historical research which would have proved that this title is not  at all alien to the Church on the Malabar coast. As early as Mar Jacob, an  East Syrian (‘Nestorian’) hierarch of the 14th century, signed a document  which is conserved in the Vatican library, in 1301 as “Metropolitan Bishop,  Prelate ... of the Holy See of the Apostle Thomas and the Holy Church of all  Christians in India”’24,  20 Cf. Letter-head of the Metropolitan, as reproduced in the Souvenir published by Souwvenir  Committee for the St. Thomas Church Silver Jubilee (Church of the East), Ernakulam, Cochin-11,  S. India, and The 19th Hundred Centenary of Mar Thoma Sleeha (The Founder of the Church  of the Hast in India) Celebrations 1972, October I, 2, Trichur 1972, 12.  21 We are indebted to Fr. Korah Varghese, chaplain for the faithful of the Malankara Ortho-  dox Syrian Church in the Federal Republic of Germany, for having made the translation of the  letter from the Malayalam text published in the Catholicate’s monthly Malankara Sabha.  22 Cf. Daniel, op.c. 129f.  23 The Catholicate (Maphrianate) of the East whose titulars resided at Mosul, ceased to  exist in the 18th century.  24 Cf. P. Chittilapilly, The Malabar Church and Patriarchate (= Diss., Pont. Univ.  Lateranensis, Institutum Utriusque Juris), Rome 1966, 66.of the Holy See of the Apostle IT’homas an the Holy Church of a, 11
Christians 1ın Indıa’ 24

Letter-head of the Metropolitan, reproduce 1ın the Souvenır nubhshed by Souvenır
(ommattee Jor the St T’homas OChurch Sılver Jubılee (Church of the Hast), Ernakulam, Cochıin-1J1,

Indıa, and T’he 19th Hundred Uentenary of Mar homa Sliecha (The Founder of the Ohurch
of the KHKast un I'ndıa) (Jelebrations I972: October I, 2! ITrichur 1972,

We Aare indebted LO HKr OTa arghese, chaplaın for the faıthful of the Malankara De
dox Syrian Church In the Federal Kepublıc of Germany, for avıng made the translation of the
letter TOM the Malayalam text publıshed 1n the Catholicate’s monthly Malankara Sabha.

($T- Daniıel, 0D.C 129f.
The Catholicate (Maphrianate) of the ast whose tıtulars resided T Mosul, ceased

exıst 1n the 18Sth CeENTtUTY.
Chittilapilly, T’he alabar OChurch and Patrıarchate l Dıiss., ont. Unir.

Lateranensis, Institutum Utriusque Juris), Rome 1966,
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In 2, the patrıarch Sa yS that accordıngz to law an tradıtıon, the
patrıarch 1s the SUPLEHMLE leader of the unıyersal Syrıan Orthodox Church LO
whom the Catholicos 1S subordinated. 'The Catholicos, however, and hıs
followers Sa y that the Cathohcos 18 of equal dıgnıty, both ATre prıme heads,
‘pradana meladdjaksSan’, eıther of the hıerarchy of the Church of Antıoch
OT of that of the Orthodox Syrlan Church of the Kast, 1.e the Malankara
Church?2> We Sece that there 18 StrONg dıyvergence 1ın the understandıng of
the “spiırıtual supremacy ” of the Patrıarch of Antıoch. 'T’he Vonstitution of
the Malankara Orthodorx SYTLAN Church, In ıts amended form of Aprıl 14,
1967, “”approved by the Holy Kpıscopal Synod an promulgated DYy Hıs
Holiness Moran Mor Basehus Augen Kırst, Catholcos of the KHast an Malan-
ara Metropolitan PEeI hıs order No 156/67 of ”26th June, mentlons
the patrıarch ONLy four tımes 1ın 110  N 1, J01, 114, 118 The ast three artıcles
define hıs relatıon LO the alankara Church. Practically he INa y only enthrone

111e  z Catholicos presıde OVerLr synod 1f there 1S complaınt agalnst the
athollcos

The patrıarch, urther, StLrESSES, 1n 3 that the alankara Church 1s
part of the unıyersal Syrian Orthodox Church. He thus denıles categorıcally

that autonomYy autocephaly W as ogranted ın 1958 1964 Then he objects
that the OCatholicos (and hıs followers) sometımes UuSINg the arne

'Indıan Orthodox Church‘ Sayıng that he WeTe the head °“ h1Ss 1S NNe  z

conception an delıberate provocatıon of the patrıarch and hıs authorıity””,
Mar Y acoub 111 wrıtes.

T’he followıng fourth paragraph ONCE INOTEe SETESSES the fact, that St
Thomas dıd not POSSCSS SCC, hence ere LEASONS LO uUuSe thıs tıtle
(1.e of St; 1homas) officlally. It 1s no0% mMmatter of the Malankara Church
alone, but 0)41 of the unıyersal Syrian hurch.and her faıth

In D, the patrıarch SayS that it 1s not enough LO ave friendly attıtude
owarTds the ıtular of the SEC of Antıoch. 'T ’he rıght term 1S, accordıng LO
the subordinatıion.

No speaks of the attıtude the Catholicos N! hıs Synod ave shown
V1S-A-VIS the patrıarchal delegate, Mar ımotheos Kphrem Aboodı, who has
een expelled from Indıa due LO the fforts of the Malankara hıerarchy ıth
the eıvıl authorıties.

1973, EL
( T’he Malankara OrthodoafT SYrian OChurch hen anıd Now, Chengannur

T’he Vonstitutzon of the Malankara Orthodox SYTLAN OChurch (Englısh edıtıion), ottayam
1973,
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In the ext paragraph, the patrıarch reproaches the catholhcos wıth
havıng made changes 1ın the epıscopal conseecratıon usıng Ne  — 'amalogıia’
SINCE 1966 The patrıarch herewıth TeNEWS hıs claıms that the
hıerarch the 1US hıturgıcum' resides ıth hım

In it 18 stated that the Malankara Church ead by the catholicos
[015 nOt repudıate the doectrine of the LWO NAatures explaıned 1ın the Tomus
Leoniıs accepted by the ecouncıl of Chalcedon an whıch 18 no0t recogn1ısed by
the Syrian Churceh. it 1S fact that the alankara Church has abandoned
the practice?” LO anathematıze anybody by amne ın the hıturgy. In the Syr1an
rıte, the profession of faıth durıng the ordınatıon SETVICE demands that the
ordınand declares also : C6106  Madey  In the next paragraph, the patriarch reproaches the catholicos with  having made changes in the episcopal consecration using a new ‘amalogia’  since 1966. The patriarch herewith renews his claims that as the supreme  hierarch the %us liturgicum’ resides with him.  In no. 8 it is stated that the Malankara Church lead by the catholicos  does not repudiate the doctrine of the two natures as explained in the Tomus  Leonis accepted by the council of Chalcedon and which is not recognised by  the Syrian Church. It is a fact that the Malankara Church has abandoned  the practice?? to anathematize anybody by name in the liturgy. In the Syrian  rite, the profession of faith during the ordination service demands that the  ordinand declares also :  O  ... 7. I believe and profess everything what the  holy Fathers of the councils of Nicea, Constantinople and Ephesus have  decided and ordered. 8. I curse all the heretiecs who introduce destructive  heresies and by this fact separate themselves from the membership in the  catholic and apostolic Church, and who were cursed by the Apostles and the  holy Fathers of the three councils. I curse Simon the Magician, Mani,  Arius, Macedonius, Nestorius, Eutyches, Leo of Rome, Urban VIII, Hormisd,  Marcion, Paul of Samosata, Bar Sauma of Nisibis and all the other here-  tics’’28,  T'he patriarch then accuses the Catholicos that he tolerates uncanonical,  historically false, and heretical books in the religious instruction of the  Sunday Schools, and he is convinced that this is done to influence the children  with a certain ideology.  No. 10 reproaches the catholicos for claiming more authority than granted  to him by the Holy Synod.  No. 11 says : “During an assembly, you have proclaimed to sit on the chair  of Thomas and to be equal to the patriarch of Antioch. This saying was  given for publication to the press agencies. On August 24, 1972, you delivered  the same speech during a meeting of the Managing Committee, and a news  agency at Kottayam, the U.N.T., published it on September 26, 1972.  You have repeated the same claims in your speech on the occasion of the  1900th anniversary of the death of St. Thomas.”  27 Cf. the saying of P. Verghese, in : Second Ecumenical Consultation between Theologians  of the Oriental Orthodox Churches and the Roman Catholic Church. Vienna-Lainz. September  3-9, 1973. Papers and Minutes : Wort und Wahrheit. Revue for Religion and Culture. Supplemen-  tary Issue Number 2, Vienna, December 1974, 128.  28 A German translation is to be found in.N. J. Thomas, Die Syrisch-Orthodoxe Kirche der  Südindischen Thomas-Christen (= Das östliche Christentum, NF Heft 19), Würzburg 1967,  75 £.beleve an profess everythıng hat the
holy Fathers of the councıls of Nıcea, Constantinople an Kphesus ave
decıded N ordered. OCUTSE a 11 the heretics who introduce destructıve
heres]es and by thıs fact separate themselves from the membershıp ın the
cathohe and apostolıc Church, an who ecursed by the Apostles and the
holy Fathers of the three councıls. Sımon the Magıcıan, Manı,
Arıus, Macedon1us, Nestorıus, Kutyches, Leo of Kome, Urban VIILL, Hormisd,
Marcıon, Paul of Samosata, Bar Sauma of Nısıbıs an a ] the other erTe-
tics’ 28

T'’he patrıarch then ACCUSeS the OCatholhlcos that he tolerates uncanonıI1cal,
hıstorıcally false, and heretical books 1n the relig10us instrucetion of the
Sunday Schools, an he 1sS convınced that thıs 18 one to infiuence the children
ıth certaın ıdeology.

No reproaches the catholicos for claımıng INoOoTe authority than oranted
LO hım by the Holy Synod

No 11 Sa yS “ During assembly, you ave proclaımed LO a1ıt the chaır
of T’homas N! LO hbe equal LO the patrıarch of Antıoch. T'hıs sayıng Was

g]ven for publhlıcatıon LO the agenc1es. On August 2 1972, yOou deliıvered
the Samne speech durıng meeting of the Managıng Commuttee, an
ASENCY 31 Kottayam, the U.N publıshed 1t deptember 26, 1972
You ave repeated the SAATNe celaıms ın yOUL speech the 0Cccasıon of the
1900th annıversary of the death of St Thomas.”

Of. the sayıng of Verghese, In Second Kcumenical Consultation between Theologlans
of the Oriental Orthodox Churches an the Roman Catholie Church. Viıenna-Lainz. September

1973 Papers and Minutes Wort und Wahrheit. Revue Jor Relıgion (LN (/ulture. Supplemen-
LATY Issue Number 27 Vienna, December 1974, 128

(+erman translatıon 18 LO be found ın RD Ie Syrısch-Orthodoxe Kirche der
Südindischen Thomas-OChristen Das östlıche Christentum, Heft 19); Würzburg 1967,
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T'he patrıarch then cCommMents the deecısıon of the Managıng (Committee
of the Malankara Assocıatıon, taken May 2 1973 Thıs commıttee decıded
that the relatıons between the Patrıarchate and the Catholicate would
automatıcally LO exıst 1f the patrıarch should ConNsecrate bıshop for
alankara. T’he patrıarch SayS that such dee1isıion has hasıs 1n
la w an 18 superfluous. He reproaches the catholicos that, by supporting
such dec1ıs10n, he had questioned the patrıarch’s authorıty.

A ast the patrıarch AaACCUSeS the catholicos LO ave wrıtten ımpolhte
letter, ımbued ıth prıde He demands, wıithın month, ANLSWEeEeI from the
catholicos.

W hat SUTPTISES IS that Mar Yacoub 1L, when mentionıng St. T’homas
SsSes the term ‘Apostle’. Indeed, already ın hıs kalpana 203 of

une 27, 1970, the patrıarch had den:ed the priestly character of St Thomas
referriıng LO John 0O.211E., where ıt 18 reported that St; T’homas W as not

present when the Lord appeared LO hıs apostles the day of hıs LESUTTEGC-

tıon and conferred LO them the Holy Spirıt for theır priestly minıstry.
HKor thıs LEASOINL there cannot be apostolic SEE of St T’homas ın Majlan-
ara Hence the cathohcos a y no0t call hıimself SUCCESSOT of discıple
of Christ who W as not EeVEeIl priest?®.

The Catholicos PaTrty, of COUTISEC, rejects such standpomt. ° ’hıs [1.e the
ahsence of St T’homas resurrection day| o0€Ss not SeECEIN to constitute
auffielent an decısıve ground for 0)]81% LO take deeısıon such VOLY 1MPOT-
tant 1ssue lıke the dethronıng of Apostle. It would ave had SOINE

suff1c1eNCy an valıdıty 1{ the Apostleshıp of Thomas ended that day
result of hıs Oomı1ss1on. T’he Patrıarch INa y ave other 1EAaSONS but he

fear that they MmMaYy, ıf exXpressed, would CX DOSC hım Naturally
he Wwants LO a VO1d 1t W hatever it be, he ave forgotten the fact
that after all, he 1S only Patrıarch whose rank ıIn the hierarchy 1s below that
of Apostle, that he has een exerc1sıng W LO whıch he cannot make

AL Y pretens1ions, that he has een tınkeriıng ıth question of faıth, and that

by domg he has een eXposIng the Patrıarchate LO ridieule. T’he upshot
of hıs asty an ill-advısed actıon 18 that he has earned for hımself inglo-
r10US nıche 1n the temple of Orthodox Church Hıstory” 30

We ave quoted thıs because ıt. makes understand the 1645011 for the eXplo-
SION of the sch1sm wıthın the Malankara Church. 14 1s matter of fact that

Abraha 0D.C 13%;: Manalel, (Geschichtlicher Hintergrund der gegenwärtigen
Krise zwischen den getrennten Brüdern der Malankara Kirche, ın CUNLON Record (Tiru-
valla 1975

Abraham, 0D.C
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the adherents of hat Was called 1n the past the ‘Bava kakshı" had to COM-

plaınt that the eaders of the other sıde., the ‘Metran kakshı" of old dıd nOT
Tea them ıth Lact, comprehensıon and PrODEI consıderation38l.

T’he Outburst of the Schıism

TO remed y the sıtuatıon whiıich exısted after the expulsıon of the patrıar-
chal Apostolıc Delegate Mar ımotheos Aboodı. the patrıarch decıded LO
gy1ve those prıests an faıthful who st1ll regarded hım entıitled LO ] UT1S-
dietional POWEIS 1ın Indıa, Nn exarch and apostolıc delegate of Indıan
natıonalıty. The earned hıeromonk (KRamban) Dr Paul Was Se-
erated al Damascus under the arme of Paulos Mar Athanasıos. On demand
of the patrıarch s followers, February 2 1974, LWO 1INOTeEe Indıan priests
receıved the epıscopal consecratıon, namely Fr Thomas under the
aAIne of T’homas Mar Dionysi0s and HKr Gheevarghese under the amne

of Gheevarghese Mar Gregor10s.
The Üwo SUTVIVINS metropolitans of the old °‘Bava kakshı", Mar Phiılexenos

of Kandanad and Mar (!emis of the Knanayas, Joıned agaln the patrıarch’s
adherents. The fıye hierarchs met March EL, 1974 ,T Perumbavoor,
Kerala, and 1ssued document before vVerY large congregatıon 1n whıich
they declared theır uncondıtional alleg1ance to the dırect ]Jurısdıction of
the Syrıian Orthodox Patrıarch of Antıoch.??

AIl attempts for reconcıhlatıon from certaın good-wiılled indıyıduals faıled.
The vısıt of the Catholhie Syro-Malankara Metropolıtan of Irıyandrum Bene-
dıet Mar Gregor10s LO the patrıarch, after the last Synod of Bıshops 1ın Rome
had other intention than LO calm the mınds, LO hınder the outburst of

complete separatıon of the Syrian Orthodox Church of Antıoch from the
alankara Orthodox Syrlan Church.

Kastern Ohurches Review (London 1974 116 We have LO ad; here the fact that
VeEry often the 1ay eaders of SOMNE grea an financlally powerful famıiılies played rather
pressing roöle which had disastrous CONSCHUECNCES uPpOonN the ıfe of the Chureh. Another ıtem LO
be mentioned In thıs ONTexXt 18 the fact the reconcıliation of 1958 Was LOO much based upPOoN the
deecision of the dupreme Court 1n favour of the then Catholicos arty. Never Ser10us efforts
WeTITe made owards integration of the twoOo wıngs exıisting 1n the Malankara Church nothing
Was done fOor deep spirıtual renewal In the eplıscopal elections, the former Catholicos party
Was dominating and the proportion represented bDy the al of the former Patrıarch’s arty
Was not gıven due consıderation. T'he sole exception TOM such attıtude LO have een
the Orthodox Theological Seminary of Kottayam where SOM efforts Owards spirıtual an
soc1al integration of the future clergy Were made. Priuvate letter TOmM Pune, January 2 9 1976

TI bhıud. (1975) ül
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In January 1975 the patrıarch suspended the Cathohecos from hıs fune-
tıons untiıl formal submıssıon Was made. I ’hıs WasSs refused, and, February
16, 1975, the Cathohcate hlerarchy W as augmented bYy fıye Nne  < hıerarchs
Paulos Mar (GGregor1us, Gheevarghese Mar Ostathıos, Thomas Mar Makarıos,
Joseph Mar Pachomıilos an Stephanos Mar T’heodos108. Paulos Mar Gregor10s
an Gheevarghese Mar Ostathıos ALIe wıdely known, from theır cooperatıon
1ın the World Councıl of Churches and 21 the non-offie1al ecumenıcal consul-
atıons between theologı1ans of the Orijental Orthodox Churches an the
Roman OCatholıc Church organısed DYy the Foundatıon °Pro Oriente’ of
Vıenna, under theır priestly NnaIines of Fr Paul Verghese an Hr M(unduvel)
V George, princıpal and vice-princıpal of the Orthodox Theological
SeMINAaTY of Kottayam respectively.

The {[avOourıng the patrıarch dıd not remaın s1lent. In the
beginnıng of May, Jlarge demonstratıon took place 1 rnakulam,
d10cese of Cochın. In the en of the SamIlle month, durıng conventıon of the
patrıarchal youth a Tıruvalla, whıich certamly had iın mınd the Synod of
the unıyversal Syrıan Orthodox Church LO be held 91 Damascus une 16,
the partıcıpants appealed LO the patrıarch LO depose Catholicos Mar Baselıos
Augen and LO elect NEW ONe for Malankara.

Now a 1so 0OSsSe ıth the Catholicos decıded LO take fınal steps agalnst the
LWO Metropolıtans of Kandanad and of the Knanayas who, inspıte of theır
attıtude, econtınued LO be stil] members of the Holy Synod of the Cathohcate
On May 22, the Synod suspended Paulos Mar Phılexinos N! Abraham
Mar Clemıis, demandıng from them complete au bmı1ıssıon under the Synod
Sınce the Metropolıtans dıd not comply, they WEeIC suspended ın the begıinnıng
of une

On une I, the Indıan neWSPapPpeIs reported that Paulos Mar Gregor10s
of the Catholicate Synod had declared that the thırteen aCccusatıons raısed
by the Patrıarch OF Antıoch agalınst the Catholicos Mar Augen WeIC wıthout
an y foundatıon. The patrıarch, the Metropolhtan Sald, had 110 ]Jurisdietion
whatsoever 1ın Indıa. Jurisdietion 18 alone 1ın the competence of the Catholicos
an of the Holy Synod of the alankara Orthodox SDyrlan UTrC

VeL Y much indebted LO a 11 correspondents In Indıa wh: have regularly supplied
ıth the latest NEWS. My particular thanks Arl due LO the Most Rev Zacharlas Mar Athana-

8S10S, eparch of Tiruvalla, aN! rof. Hambye
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T'he Schıism nerfected
The synod of the unıyersal Syrian Orthodox Church as convoked LO

Damasecus. The partıcıpants had LO be there une 16 T’hey Camne from
the Near ast countrıes, Amerıca an Indıa T wo 110OTe Malankara prıests
receıved the ep1scopal conseecrtTatıion ere On the photo fıye Malankara
bıshops ATe Secen

The synod ONCe 110OTe solemnly proclaımed the suspens1o0n of the Cathohcos
of the ast and of a 11 those Malankara bıshops who WerTe not wıllıng LO obey
LO the Patriıarch of Antıoch. It empowered the patrıarch LO excommunıcate
the catholıcos, ıf thıs PIOVES necessary®**,

As there Was posıtıve reaction, the patrıarch execommunıcated the
old Cathohecos Mar Baselıos Augen because of dısobedience towards

the patrıarch anıd because of hıs declaratıons that the M_alankara Church
1s independent, autocephalous Church.

In hıs place, September ra 1975, Patrıarch Mar J1gnatıos Yacoub I1I1
ordaıned the Metropolıtan of Kandanad Paulos Mar Phılexinos Cathohcos
(Mafrıan) of the ast under the ame of Mar Basehos Paulos 1135

'To ImMpTroVve the sıtuatıon of the adherents of the Catholicate, Mar Baselos
Augen resigned from hıs hıgh office, an the then Metropolıtan of the
Diocese outsıde Kerala, Mathews Mar Athanasıos, W as enthroned (etober
ZU. 1947536 Basehos Mar T’homa Mathews

So there ALre 11O LWwWO Churches 1n Malankara. The J acobaıte SYrian
Ohristians who acknowledge the spirıtual an Juriısdıctional SUPIEMAC of
the Patrıarch of Antıoch, ave theır Catholcos Baselhos Paulos I1 whıiıle
the Orthodorz OYTLAN OChrıstrans AaAre under Catholicos Baselios 'T ’homa
Mathews

OVonchusıon

Vıewing .11 the unhappy events of the Past and the present, ıt 18 NECESSaLY
STa that both sıdes ATl e responsıble for hat happened. It 1s beyond

CUNION Record
Metropolıtan Benediecet Mar Gregori10s of ITrivyandrum, protohierarc. of the Aatholıc SyTO-

Malankara Church, asked the Melkite Greek Catholie Patrıarch axXx1ımos to intervene wıth
the Syrian Orthodox Patrıarch Mar Ignatios Y acoub HLL In order to prevent the schism, but
due LO the eıvıl War 1ın Lebanon, hıs letter arrıyed LOO ate. 'T’he Syrilan Patrıarch had already
ordaıned the DE W catholicos Private letter of Patriarch ax1ımos V! dated Oectober 2 ’ 1975

Private letter of Fr Hormisdas Perumalıl, dated Oectober 2 ’ 1975 ; ef. Iso Manalel,
art.c. photograph of the enthronement ın Reunion Record after
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doubt, that it MUS he blow LO a 11 the T homas OChrıistians (Orthodox,
Catholıe, Nestorıan, Mar T homa Chrıst1ans) LO CC the apostleshıp den1ı1ed
LO the father of the Church the Malabar Coast of Indıa It 1s for them

offence that the patrıarch has denı1ed EVEeN priesthood LO hım ıth
eXxeges1s of John 0,21{f£., which certaınly ll be refused Dy .11 SET10US
scholars of the New Testament. On the other hand, the 'autonomısts’, iın
the CYCS of the patrıarch an hıs followers, SCcEIN LO ave forgotten that the
hierarchıcal and, consequently, ecclesiastıcal exıstence of theırs 1S due LO
the Syrıan Church of Antıoch whıch intervened In theır fa vour 1ın the 17th
CeNTtUTY. Besıides that, the alankara Church has formally accepted the
Synod of Mulanthuruthy which ogranted the patrıarch MOST, ample POWEIS.
Deec1isions of eıvıl COUTts ın internal affalrs of the Church cannot be regarded

infallıble, especlally not when the iınterpretatıon of Synods aN
la w IS entrusted iınto the hands of non-Ohrıistlans. T’he lawsults 111 continue
ın the future. They Ar e scandal not only 1ın the CYVCS of the follow-Chrıistians,
but a, 180 1ın ose of the Hındus and Muslims of alankara OT Kerala. Mılhons
of ruDEES Are spen for COUT auyıts whıiıle hundred of thousands of Christians
an non-Chrıistians bıtterly eed maßterı1al help LO lıve human ıfe an LO
SUTVIVE. It 1S, therefore, not ,T a 11 SUrprısıNg that erTe Ar not few neople
who wısh LO get r1d of these troubles ın the communıty that paralyze the
spirıtual lıfe of the Church, an wısh LO ] 01n the Catholhe branch of the
Malankara Church that Came into ex1istence In 1930 because of the WOLY SAaTIne

TeASONS, namely 1ın order LO attaın spirıtual an rel1g10Us peace®”,
In OUTL ecumenı1cally orıented tıme, the Syrian Orthodox Patrıarch Mar

Jgnatıos Yacoub 111 could ave reacted otherwıse by g1ViINg TINOTE authorıty
and recognıtıon the alankara Synod 'T’he 1impress1ion 18 gıven that
materia|l asSpeCcts ATfe of hlıttle importance In the development of thıs
schısm.

The separatıon of the Orthodox Syrıan Church from the patrıarchate
brıngs the former (inspıte of her membershıp 1n the World Councıl of
Churches) ecclesiolog1ıcally ınto unsound isolatıon. 'T’he tıes ıth the
Mother Church Ar broken. Which CONSCYUENCES wıll thıs sıtuatıon ave

»We get reports TOM OUFL VarTlous parıshes an m1ss1o0ns that groOuUPS of OUT separated
Brethren AT comıng into the Catholie Church. IT’he converslion n the non-Christians 18
Iso progressing. In ecertaın villages the whole people Aare comıng into the Church. We have een
able to SDar about nNne MmM1sSsS10NSs during the ast S1X months«. Cyclostyled hrıstmas etter,
dated December 1 9 1975, of Metropolitan Benediet Mar (Gregor10s of Trivandrum. K..g

famıilies 1 Neerammol, famıhes at KEzhakaranad joined the Catholıie Syro-Malankara
Church :3 CUNLION Record 20 photographs after Others Are joining the Mar
0Ma Syrian Church Ven the Pentecostal communıitıes.
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the relatıon ıen the other pre-Chalcedonıian Churches, the ecumenıca|l
consultatıions of Vıenna, the dıalogue ıth the Byzantıne Eastern Ortho-
dox Churches, etc There 18 the danger that her catholicıty Ma y be lost

thıs W a the Case ıth the Independent Syrlan Church of Thozhiur (OT
An]oor) whose hıerarchy 9180 1s rooted 1n the patrıarchate of Antıoch. We
Pa y that the Orthodox Syrlan Church of Malankara Nay her
character Church and not turn ınto SeCTt


