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Syro-Malabar Church

On une Z 1974, the Holy Roman See dıyıded the eparchy of Irıchur;
the Eastern Parts AT formıng n0 the eparchy of Palghat COVver1ng
terr1tory of Ikm? On the Same day, Hr Kapen Irımpan Was

appomted fırst eparch. He Was ordaıned bıshop September S, 1974
Sınce long, there Was plan of bıfurcatıng Lwo I11LOIe eparchıes of large
extens1on, especlally the metropolıtan. eparchy of Changanacherry reachıng
from central Kerala LO Cape Comorin. In March 1900 thıs Was realızed,
when forane churches wWwWerTe separated from Changanacherry LO form
the ne  z eparchy of Kan]ırappally ; the town of Kan]ırappally 18 miıles
east of ChanganacherrTy. The number of faıthful lıyvıng 1n the eparchy 18
110.517 (69 parıshes an Q fıhal churches). Mar Joseph Powathıl, tıtular
bıshop of (aesarea Phiılıppi an auxıllary bıshop a Changanacherry, Was

appomted fırst eparch. At Kothamangalam, Mar Mathew Pothanamuzhı,
resigned from hıs offıce due LO hıs sickness and old a Hıs SUCCESSOoLI 1s
Mar George Punnakottil, who Was teachıng f the St Thomas Ap SemInary
of adavathoor ear ottayam. 1 18 qa1d that everythıng Was arranged
LO dıyıde the eparchy of Trichur and establısh 11e  Z eparchy wıth the
See ,T Iran]alakuda 1n the ame of the ancıent Syro-Malabar primatıal sSee

of Cranganore. Obstacles agalmnst thıs plan AI supposed LO ave een ralsed
by the Latın. hlerarchy an the Congregatıion for Kvangelızation.

In the North, fıyve of the S1X Apostolic exarchates WeTe ralsed to the SLATLEe
of ordinary eparchıes. The exarchs WwWeTe ralsed the epıscopate al the
sSamıe tıme. Mar Januarıus Palathuruthy (CMI) 18 NLOW the eparch OTrdınary
bıshop) of Chanda, Mar Paulinus Jeerakath (CMI) the eparch of Jagdalpur,
Mar Clemens Thottunkal (CMI) the eparch of Dagar, Mar Abraham

'T’he present chronicle IS continulng that published in Orzens OChristianus ),
152-161
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Mattam (VC) the eparch of Satna, Mar John Perumattam the eparch
of U7]Jjan. There remaılns only ONne Apostolıc xarchate of Bılnor hıch 18
directed by Kxarch Gratjian Mundadan (CMI) Iso the m1lssion terrıtory
handed OVerTr LO the armelıtes of Mary Immaculate (CMI) DYy the Jesult
diocese of Ahmedabad earl Bombay (Latın r1ıte) whose Super10r Was

HFr Ralph CMI:, W as raısed LO the state of Syro-Malabar eparchy. The
fırst eparch of the Nne  Z eparchy of Rajkot 18 Mar Jonas Thahath (CMI) who
had become NOWN by hıs thesıs HG Synod of Dıamper” (Orientalıa
Christian alecta, 192 Rome, Hor the last he Was actıng
Deputy decretary (+eneral LO the Catholıie Bishops’ Conference of Indıa

He IS 1LOW old
The Laittle Klower Congregation (of St; Theresa of the Infant esus) 1S

NLOW involved 1n M1SSIONATY WOork, LOO The m1ss1ıon reg10ns A, however,
not yet can.on1cally estahblıshed Orijental eccles1astıcal unıts.

The Syro-Malabar Bıshops’ Conference of August 1974 decıded LO make
en ıth the hıturgıcal disorder whıch had crep ınto . partıcular

Church SINCE by establıshıng subeommıssıons wıthın the Liturgical
COMMI1SS1ON, each under the leadershıp of bıshop 1) for the Eucharıstie
saer1f1ce called “Qurbana’”, presiıdent : Mar Joseph Pallıkaparampıl, bıshop
of Abydus an auxıllary .1 Palaı ; 2) for the Dıvyıne Office, president Mar
Joseph Powathıl, bıshop of (aesarea Phılıppi an auxıllary 91 Changa-
NaCcherTY ; 3) for the rıtes of the mysterles sacraments, presıdent : Mar
Kurlakose Kunnacherry, bıshop of ottayam ; 4) for the hıturgıcal calendar,
presıdent : Mar Sebast]an Mankuzhıkary, bıshop of Aretusa an auxıllary
91 rnakulam.

Nevertheless, there appeared SJeErT1EeS of lıturgical books 19380 manuscer1pto’,
especlally from Ernakulam wıth the approval of the local hıerarch, Cardınal
Parecattıl. Kven quıte g00d number of so-called ‘Indıan anaphoras’ from
dıfferent SOUT'CES, 1: the Dharmaram College of the armelıtes of Mary
Immaculate where 19N.0Tant of theır tradıtiıon 18 fosterıng
such attempts, Was sed by certaın indıyıdual prıests wıth the perm1ss1on
of theır OTdInNaTYy, 1n spıte of theır hındursıng tendencıes. In the meantıme,
the Roman (urı1a has forbıdden such experımentatıons for the Latıns of
Indıa an indirectly for all T’he chaos 1n matters ot hıturgy 18 due LO the
traınıng of the clergy 1n Latın semMIMNATIES. ost of them includıng the
bıshops Ar 19n0TaNt of hat 1S theır patrımony®. Kven durıng the last

Recently, thıs exarchate Iso received the sStatus of eparchy.
Author of the pamphlet *°I'he Amostolate of the (.M Vongregation N the Jacobites”

(St. Joseph’s Press, Mannanam |1976], pages)
(T OUr artıcle OS So-Called Liturgical Reform of the Syro-Malabar Chure. 1n

Dıakonla (New York, 1974), 138-156
(T Placıd Podipara, T’he Hiıerarchy of the Syro-Malabar Church, eppeY, Kerala,

India 1976, especlally 199-208
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Semiminar Lıturgy held 91 the Natıonal Catechetical, Bıbhcal an Liturgical
Centre of Bangalore whose director 1s Fr Amalorpavadass, brother of
archbıshop Lourdeswamy, SECTELATY of the Congregation for the Kvange-
lızatıon, SOMe of the Syro-Malabar delegates dıd not concelebrate ıth
theır confreres but dıd ıth the Latins. It Was for the first tıme,
that the Syro-Malabarıans 0% opportunıity LO ave theır hıturgy
1n thıs centre ; 1t Was celehbrated by Mar Abraham Mattam4, exarch of
Satna an HKathers Chavely (Theological Faculty, Alwaye), Pathıkulangara
CMI (Dharmaram College), Vettickal (eparchy of Palaı), Mathukathıl
(eparchy of Kottayam), and Vavanıkunnel® (metropolıtan eparchy of
Changanacherry).

T'he Pastoral, Catechetical and Liturgical Centre “ dandesanılayam ” 91

Changanacherry 18 the leadıng institution whıich promotes and Oosters the
red1scovery of the authenticıty an indıvidualıity of the Syro-Malabar
Chureh. SLOW 1S be observed 1ın the mentalıty of the alıte
Before the foundatıon of the above mentioned subeommıssıons for the
renewal of the hıturgy, Semminar Was held 1n the centre whose maın
theme Was the Dıvyıne Lıturgy. The Papers durıng thıs SeMINAT (August
to S, 1974 WeIe read by Mar Joseph Powathıl, Mar Abraham Mattam,
Professors Hambye SJ, Chavely, Madey, Vavanıkunnel an

Vellanıckale. The monthly 2 Kathıroh , edıted DYy Sandesanılayam, finds
ıts WaYy LO large part of the clergy A well As into the study centres.

smaill 1s attached LO the centre edıtıng books 1n the vernacular
A ell A 1n Englısh.

In 1976, meeting of diırectors fOr Catechetics of the Syro-Malabar
d10ceses took place under the chaırmanshıp of Mar Joseph Powathıl,
presıdent of the commMı1ssS1ıON for Chrıistian educatıon 1n Kerala. It Was

realızed that the catechetical instruetion 1s the least helpful 1ın preserving
‚er havıng published, for the exarchates, English-Hindi * Mıssal’”’ under the tıtle

‘ Holy Qurbana Accordıng 73 T’he Syro-Malabar Rıte?” (T’he Allahabad Block Works rı
Ltd., Allahabad) ın 1970 which contalns the Trdo of the Qurbana and selection otf Pra yoLs
PTFODEI for different per10ds an easts, Mar Abraham Mattam published In 1976, together
ıth Mar John erumattam, exarch of Ujjaln, LWwO volumes of Prayers Promper of Ehe Holy
Qurbanda. Vol HKor Sundays an Feasts — Lent LO ASCeENSLION ; vol Wor Sundays an
easts — Annuncıatıon anıd Manıfestatvon (corresponding to the atın periods of Advent
and Kpıphany)

His doetoral thesis just appeared : Ie eucharıstische Katechese der Anaphora der

Amostel Mar Addarı N Mar Marı un der syro-malabarıschen Kaırche gestern und heute Il Das
östlıche OChristentum. Abhandlungen 1 Auftrag des Ostkirchlichen Instituts der deutschen

Augustiner, Würzburg, Steinbachtal 28 herausgegeben VO Prafesson Dr Hermenegild
Bıedermann OSA, Würzburg, Neue Wolge, and 26), Würzburg ‚1976

6  C ( Der christlıche sten 29 1974), 151-154; Kastern OChurches Review b 90-91
Vavanikunnel (ed.), Study ON the Syro-Malabar Qurbana, Changanacherry, 1976, 162
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the tradıtıons of the St Thomas Christians. The catechetical directors
prepared document stressing thıs pomt whıch 18 to be presented LO the
yro-Malabar Bıshops' Conference wıth V1eW to beiıng sent the
Commuittee of the Synod of Bıshops’ 1n Rome.

On Oetober 4, 1976, Er Basıhus (T’homas Panat), the founder of the
Lattle Flower Congregatıon (of St Theresa of the Infant Jesus) passed
aWaY He Was orn February 15, 1891, an Was ordaıned prıest
December 26, 1918 prıest of the metropohltan eparchy of Ernakulam,
he started LO form communıty 1n 1931 hıch Was approved DYy the
ordınary communıty of prıests and lay brothers VOetober Ö, 1947
Its 2a1 18 evangelızatıon through s0c1al works, such con.ductmg boys’
homes, educatıonal instıtutions, vocatıonal traınıng centres, vıllage uplıft
projects, M1sSS10NS. T’he Congregatıon has NO  e 14 houses; there AI prıests,

seM1INaTIaNS, NOVICES, MINOT sSeMMNATIANS. CS L-priests Arl workıng
1n 192 10Cceses of Indıa Three mi1ıss1ıon reg10nSs ATe entrusted LO the
Congregatıion. It 1S conductıng homes for boys, school, printing P  9

industrial trammıng instıtutes, publıc lıbrary an parıshes.
The Kerala bıshops, Latıns an Orıientals, ATe sald to ave passed

resolution that bıshop should not put church wıthın furlongs
Z m) of another bıshop’s church. It 18 heard that rnakulam
(Syro-Malabar), wıthout even informıng the Latın bıshop of Cochın, opened

church Very close LO Latın church 1n Cochın. T’he Latın laymen
complaıned LO the government authorıties that funetions 1n the NeEeW

church ll break of an publıc order. Card Parecattiıl 1s
reported LO ave sa1d that the pastoral eed (salus anımarum) reqgulres ıt.
The Sarmne hıerarch, the other hand, 1S no0t 91 a ]] concerned about the
Malabarıans outsıde Kerala, neıther 1n Indıa 1LOr 1n Kurope America,
where thousands of faıthful of the Syro-Malabar Church ATe hıving.
Recently LWO prıests WeIe sent LO Bombay LO take Care of about
Syro-Malabar Chrıistians scattered three The Jacobıites (Orthodox SyrT1an
Church of Malankara) ave al least three parıshes there SINCE !)
though the number of theır faıthful 18 certamly less

The thousands of Syro-Malabar Catholies 1n the United States, especlally
1n centres lıke New ork an Chicago, AIe depriıved of al] pastoral CAaTre

accordıng o theır indıyıdual ıte The Syro-Malabar priests
lıyıng 1n the Unıited States for studıes and other Te4SONS ave mandate
from theır OW: hıerarchy an ArT’e serviın.g 1n Latın parıshes wıthout takıng
Care of their OWIL fellow-Syro-Malabar Christlans. In thıs regard the
Jacobiıites an the Marthomites ave real advantage. In GermanJy, the
only offic1al prıest 18 for a.|] the ndıans ırrespective of theır eccles1astıcal
affılatıon. and he hımself 18 certamly partısan of the so-called ‘Indıan’
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rnte He 1s lıvıng a Cologne. The CONSCYUECNCE of thıs IUATEe of thıngs 1s that
Man y Syro-Malabar (and Syro-Malankara) Catholhlies ave ceased LO practice
an Yy rel1g10us SeETVICES. One Syro-Malabarıan bıtterly wrTote LO In the
Case of the Church of Cochın, “he | Card Parecattıl] Sa yS ‘salus anımarum)
reqgulres thıs ! Perhaps those Malabarıans 1.e utsıde Kerala an Indıa|
ave soul "’

('’haldean SYLAN Church

Thıs amall ‘‘Nestorlan ” Church ıth ıts headquarters a Trichur welcomed
January 1 1976 the returnıng bıshop Paulos Mar Paulos. A{fter havıng

spen ın the United States for studıes, he Callle back wıth the
doecetor’s degTee, hıs thesıs being {‘A Bonhoefferian Correective of arl
Marx’s Crıtique of Religi0n/”. On WFebruary 2, 1976, he ordaınmed four ne  z

prıests whom Fr Paul 18 moOonk, an three deacons. T'hıs Was

the first ordınatıon SINCE 1968, SINCE Metropolıtan George Mar Aprem?,
because of the COUT sults, W as forbıdden LO exerclse hıs episcopal POWEIS.
As already noted 1n the PTevI1OuUS chronicle, there 1s another bıshop T,
Trichur of the so-called °“Mar Shıimun s Party” (adherents of the late
Nestori1an Catholicos Patrıarch Mar Kshal Shımun) who styles hımself Mar
Timotheos. He inaugurated law sunt agalnst Mar prem an all hıs
priests 1n 1974 whıich 1S still pending.

The Mar Thomas Ashram, ounded 1n 1972 ,1 Mulayam, ou 9 km
from Trichur, receıved candıdate for rel1g10us Lıfe Mr Chundal Devassy
In the meantıme, thıs ashram houses boys {rom POOT amılies who ATEe

recelIVING free food The German organızatıon ‘‘ Kıindernothilfe” 18 SpONSOTINg
thıs institution. 'T’he director of the boys’ ome 1S Deacon Ignatıus.

On May D, 1974, Dr aCcCo Vice Chancellor of Kerala Agricultural
unıversity, inaugurated the Mar Timotheos Hospıital. I’wo physiıclans an

few 1UTSeS ATe workıng ere 1ın the SETVICE of the () patıents.
‘“ Volce of the East’”, the smalJll bulletin of thıs Church 1n Knglısh,

publıshed 1n August 1974 document from SyrlaCc manuscr1pt wrıtten
eleven before the famous (pseudo-) Synod of Dıamper (1599) hıch
has escaped the barbarıan burnıng of books

Another Jubilee LO be mentioned 1ın thıs ontext 1s the 50th annıversary
of the Mar Narsaı Press 1n Irıchur, ounded DYy Mar Abımalek ımotheos

The Metropolıtan has published LWO biographies of his preäecessors‚ namely, Mar
Abımalek Tıimotheus. Biography, Trichur 1975, 389 pages. — Mar T'homa Darmo.

5r0ography, Trichur, 1974, 214 third book CcCame 0u%t in 1976 T’he Nestorıan Fathers.
All these books WeTrTe published by Mar Narsaı Press.
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(71945) SeT1ES of lıturgical books 1ın SyriaC (Chaldean) and other books
1n Malayalam, KEnglısh and modern SyTIaC WEeIC publıshed eTre The DyrlaC
Calendar 1s sent LO the Assyrıan colonıies throughout the world

In Aprıl 1976, after the death of the patrıarch Mar KEshal Shimun,
‘“ Volce of the East’” lanced appeal for the reconcıllatıon of a 11 the
‘“Nestorian” STOUPS lıvıng separated from ONLe another. °“Patrıiarchal” and
‘“antı-patrlarchal” partıes ought to recognIse mutually a ]] the ordınatıons
conferred by Mar Shımun an Mar Thoma Darmo. The eıvıl sults should
be wıthdrawn. The question of the calendar should be solved 1n
unıversal Synod. Hereditary SUCCESSION of patrıarchs and bıshops should

longer be 1ın force. Nobody should ave the rıght LO interfere 1n matters

pertamıng LO the Church of the ast 1n Indıa
Mar prem 18 involved 1n ecumenıcal actıvıtles. In 1974 he

lectured %. the Syro-Malabar St T homas the Apostle Sem1nary (attached
LO the Pontifical Orjental Institute 1n Kome) aT Vadavathoor for the
Catholıe students of theology ; he also partıcıpated 1n sem1InNarT
St+ Thomas Aqumas 1n Trıchur, where he SaVe conference “ Secripture
an Tradıtion accordıng LO IT’homas Aqumas’”. KRecently he Was elected
president of the interconfessional Socıety of Indıan Church Hıstory ONe of
the vice-presıdents 18 the Belgıan Prof. Dr Edouard Hambye S, who
1s haılıng from Mons an 18 workıng 1n Indıa (Kurseong, Delhı, Poona,
Vadavathoor-Kottayam) SINCE 26

he Orthodorx SYTLAN Church of Malankara

In OUTL ast chronicle, mentiıoned that thıs Church be 1n formal
communıo0n ıth the Syrian Orthodox Patrıarchate of Antıoch an a ]] the
Kast; a the Samne tıme reported about the exıstıng tens]ıons. In January
1975. the Patrıarch, Mar Jonatıus Y acoub ILLE suspended the Cathohecos
irom hıs funetions untiıl formal submıssıon Was made. T’hıs appeal W as

refused, and February F6 1975 the hıerarchy of the Catholicosate Was

augmented by fıve NneW hıerarchs : Paulos Mar Gregor10s (known before
Kr Paul Verghese), Gheevarghese Mar Osthathıos (known before
Hr George), Thomas Mar Makarıos, Joseph Mar Pachomios and
Stephanos Mar T’heodosı0s. T’he fiırst two became Metropolıtans of Delhı
(NeEW eparchy) an Niranam respectively. Both ATe known firom theır
partıcıpatıon 1n the non-offielal ecumenıcal consultatıons between
theologıans of the Orijental Orthodox Churches and the Roman Catholie
Church organızed bYy the foundatıon °°Pro Orijente” of Vıenna, Austrıa.
An informatıon recel1ved from Kerala, reads follows : The conseecration



The Eastern Churches 1n Indıa 123

‘C  Was one 1n haste On the 15th, they erIe ordaıned °‘Rambans’
(1.e abbots), N! the ext day bıshops. Thıs 1s because of theır quarrel.
Thıs ordınatıon W as questioned ın the COUTTt by the Patrıarch’s IV
known Jacobıtes. The Judgment Was 1n favour of the Catholicos Party
Before another hindrance COINe ACTOSS through the eıvıl COUTT, they chose
Saturday and Sunday. These people ALle fıghting an the faıth of those who
thınk 18 disturbed. May (+0d oy1ve LO thıs Chureh. 14 has become
scandal. Thıs Saturday (Hebruary 22) Jacobites Are g0O1INZ to ave sShOwW
of mıght by convokıng bıg meetıng and PTOCESSIONS LO celebrate Patriarch’s
Day Orthodox (Catholiıcos party) a,1S0 AT arrangıng Catholicos’s Day
Bıg PTrOCESSIONS 111 hbe taken through treets shouting slogans a each other’”
Such demonstrations took place al Krnakulam, Tiruvalla and elsewhere.

The Metropolıtans of Kandanad and of the Knanayas, Paulos Mar
Phılexinos an Abraham Mar Clemis, who stood ıth the patrıarch WeTe

excommunıcated by the Synod of the Catholicos May On une 9
1975 Metropolitan Paulos Mar (GTreZOT10S declared 1n interv1ew that
the Syrian patrıarch has Jurısdıction whatsoever 1n Indıa, thıs being
alone 1n the cCompetence of the Catholcos and of the Holy Synod of the
alankara Orthodox Syrian Church.

Now the Syrıan Patriarch convoked SynOod of the Unıryersal Syrlan
Orthodox Church 9L Damascus une 16 LO 19) The partıcıpants Came

firom the countrıes of the Near Kast, Amerıca an Indıa Iwo 11L0OTe priests
from Indıa receıved epıscopal conseeratıon there The Synod ONCeEe INOTE

solemn1y proclaımed the suspens1ion of the 9 old Catholicos Mar
Baselios Augen eMPOWerTINE the patrıarch LO excommunıcate hım ıf thıs
PIOVES NECESSATLY

As there Was posıtıve react10on, the patrıarch excommunıcated the
catholicos because of disobedience owards the patrıarch and because of
hıs declaratıons the Malankara Church be ındependant, autocephalous
Churceh. In hıs place, Mar JIgonatıus Y acoub 111 ordaıned atholicos of the
ast the above ment.ioned Paulos Mar Phılexinos, Metropolitan of Kandanad,
who took the amMe of Mar Basehos Paulos 1r

O 1Mprove the sıtuation, Mar Baselos ugen resıgned from hıs hıgh
office, and the Metropolitan of the Iiocese Outsıde Ketala, Mathews Mar
Athanasıos, who Was already Catholicos-elect SINCE SOINEeE ya  9 WaSsS

enthroned Oetober Zl 19795; SINCE then he styles hımself Basehos Mar
Thomas Mathews 1 Catholicos of the ast On hıs letter aPeETL, he 1S stylıng
hımself ‘Catholicos of the Apostolıc Throne of St. T ’homas’8 hat hıs
predecessor dıd only durıng hıs last of ıfe

Voice of the Kast, vol Z 1976), 2) reproduces letter of the Catholicos LO Mar Aprem
of the Chaldean yT1an Church where thıs letter head 1Ss LO be found.
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Thus ave NO  e Lwo Churches separated from one another, hıch
share 1ın the Sarmne belıefs but ave mutuaj| ComMMUnNI1ON. T wo separate
hıerarchijes AT6 Jeadıng those Christians who ATe NO  < formıng the Orthodorx.
SyYrian Church uıunder Catholicos Basehos Mar Thomas Mathews L, an
those who Stay ıth the Patrıarch and Catholicos Mar Baselios Paulos 11
an ATe NOWN. under the ame of Jacobite SyYrian Church. The schıism 18
perfected?, and those who know the sıtuatıon Ar e convınced that ıt; 111
n0% find remedy wıthın the ext {1fty As the Judgments of the
eıvıl COUTTS mostly WeIe 1n fa vOouUr of the so-called Catholicos-party, the
adherents of the Patrıarch ave to bınld NeW churches of theır OW. 1n
Man y places.

Recently the government has appomted specıal Judge tOo eaTr al the
connected wıth thıs quarrel. Thıs 18 1n WaYy good There wıll be

en LO the hıtıgatıons’ suts NO  Z pending 1n dıfferent COUTtS these ll
be transferred to thıs specıal COUurt. The observer wrıtes *ar wıll favour
the Orthodox. don’t NOW hat the Jacobites wıll do when they faıl 1n
court’”. It DO be specılal LO Indıa, especlally to Kerala and thıs Church,
that Hındu Judges ave to explaın authentically the Canon Law of the
Syr1an Orthodox Churceh.

Also 1ın 1976, Catholicos’s and Patrıarch’s days WeTe celebrated grandly
On February 15, about 900,000 people celebrated Catholicos Baselhos Mar
Thomas Mathews 1 Cochın, 1n the of delegatıon comın.g from
the Armenılan Apostolic Cathohlcosate of Ktchmıiadzın and the Romanıan
Orthodox Patrıarchatelo. Kepresentatives of the Roman Catholie Church,
the Anglıcan Church, the Chaldean Syr1an Church and of the Muslim
communıty WeIe also present

T wo weeks later, Patrıarch’s Day Was celebrated 1n the sSamne surroundıng.
According LO OUT ıinformation, there WeTe 250,000 people present tO celebrate
the annıversary of the iınthronısation of Patrıarch Mar J]gnatıus Yacoub IIL
an of the foundatıon of the See of Antıioch by St Peter, prince of the
Apostles. 'The Catholie Syro-Malankara protohlerarch, Archbishop Benediet
Mar Gregor10s, Metropolitan of Irtıyandrum, who himself Was Jacobite 1n
hıs youth, Was invıted LO address the assembly11, Present Was also the

Mar Athanasius Samuel, Archbishop of the Archdiocese of the Syrian Orthodox Church
In the United States anı Canada, 1n letter LO the author, wrıtes that ‘*“there arc num ber
of Syrlan Orthodox priests currently In the United States. Unfortunately, they have brought
the sad sıtuatıon of schism to merica;” (January 1 9

See Romanıan Orthodox Church N ews (1976), 1, 17-25 c Delegation of the
Romanian Orthodox Church visıts the Orthodox Syrian Church of India’” (with ıllustrations).

Together ıth Fr. Stanislaus Krackel OLC, published ((}erman version of hıs speech
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former Apostolıc Delegate of the Patrıarch, Archbiıishop Mar ımotheos
Ephrem Aboody who als0 visıted Man y LOWwnNs an COn vents, before he
returned to Damascus March L7 1976

In order LO foster the relatıons of the Cathohlcosate wıth oOse Churches
which WeTITe helpful LO the autonomıstie trends, Catholicos Basehos Mar
Thomas Mathews visıted the Patrıarchate of Moscow, the Catholicosate
of the Armenıuan Apostolıc Church 1n Etchmiadzın, the Churches of Romanıa
an of Bulgarıa. Thıs 18 wLhYy the Metropolitan of Delhı, Paulos Mar Gregor108,
who had prepared thıs LOUT, dıd n0t aP PEa a the Symposium Syriacum of
Chantilly. He an Mar Osthatıos took part 1n the thırd non-offie1al consul-
tatıon of °“Pro Oriente”” In Vıenna. oth hierarchs celebrated the Divıne
Lıturgy wıthout an Yy partıcıpatıon of the Syr1an. Orthodox representatıves
present there (Mar Sever10s Zakka Ivas, Archbıshop of Baghdad an Basra,
and Mar Gregor10s Salıba, Archbishop of Mosul) Metropolhtan Paulos Mar

Gregor10s a ISO DAVC the homily durıng the pontifıcal Mass celebrated by the

archbıshop of Vıenna, Francıscus Cardınal König, at St Steven’s Cathedral
of Vıenna (Stephansdom).

Syro-Malankara Church

The protohierarch, Archbıshop Benedict Mar Gregor10s, Metropolitan of
Trivandrum, celebrated hıs 60th annıversary. Born. ebruary I 1916 %,

Kaluppara, he became Catholıe discıple of hıs predecessor Mar Iyvanıos,
an jJomned the Order of the Imıtatıon. of Chrıist. He Was ordaıned priest 1n
1944, bıshop 1n 19592 (coad]utor LO Mar Ivanıos); he became eparch of
Trivandrum 1n 1955 Because of hıs soc1al and seientifıc actıvıtıes, he 1S
often consulted by the central (+0vernment of Indıa ell DYy the Kerala
State governmen.. So thıs annıversary Was _celebrated large scale,
almost lıke that of leadıng statesman

The LWO eparchıes of the Syro-Malankara Church COVver1ıng the whole of
Kerala, arge par of Tamilnadu (formerly Madras State) an Parts of
Kanara (formerly Mysore State) being LOO large, efforts ALIC being made,

form 1INOTe eparchies. As Man y faıthful ave left theır tradıtional
homestead LO settle down. 1n lıttle developped North Malabar an South
Kanara, due LO the far dıstance the clergy finds ıt diffieult LO StaYy ın

°“ Einheit und Vielfalt — Ergänzung, keın Widerspruch” 1n Der christliche sien 31 (1976),
155-161

Wiıth regard the whole question of the schism In the Orthodox Syrlan Church

of Malankara, published study ‘‘Background an history of the present schism In

the Malankara Church’” 1n Orzens Ohristianus (1976), Iso Malancharuryiıl,
T’he Syro-Malankara Church !l T’he Syrıan Ohurches Serıes, 7), Ernakulam, 1974, 58-95
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ontact ıth the centre of the eparchy 9 Tiruvalla ın central Kerala.
The necessity of bıfureatıon 1S manıfest.

In 1976, Archbishop Mar GTregOT10S consecrated the Holy Mooron
(1.e OT holy chrısm) al St; John’s Cathedral of Lıruvalla, assısted
by Mar Athanasıos, bıshop of Tiruvalla, and Fr Jacobh OILC, former
Super10r (General of the Order of the Imıtatıon of Christ. The Tiruvalla
Cathedral Was presented ıth Lwo 1CONSs (Syro-Indıan style) of the Apostles
St Thomas and St John the Theologıjan, DYy German TrTIieENds of Schifferstadt.

A* JTıruvalla, the NLeEeW Pastoral and Catechetical Centre Was inaugurated
Oetober Ö, 1975 DYy the presıdent of the Kerala Kpıscopal Commiss1ıon

for Kducatıon, Mar Joseph Powathıl, Syro-Malabar aux1ılı1ary bıshop %,
ChanganacherrTy, the invıtation of the local eparch Mar Athanasıos. Mar
Athanasıos 18 wıshıng LO g1ve hıs clergy stronger re-orıentatıion whıch 18
lackıng because of the priests’ traımıng 1n Latın sem1naTIeES. The ack of
Syro-Malankara ma]or Sem1inary 18 bıtterly felt and realızed. Young prıests
wıth thorough traınmıng 1n DyT1aC theology, patrology, spirıtualıity and
hıturgy ArIe supposed to g1ve COUTSES for theır confreres. The centre 1S 91VINZ
a 180 COUTSES for catechısts of the Sunday Schools an other actıve STOUPS
of the Chureh.

T’he soc1al PrFrOSTamM me of the LwoOo eparchıes ATe continued (housıng
Pr  e, uphıft of the fishermen.; S0C1a 1 a1ld for students, couples
etc. ; old people asylum...). Due LO the inflatıon, nowadays Su. of ol
2000 SHr 18 needed LO bulld modest house for famıly The
eparchıes g1ve about 100 houses LO POOI people yCal The annual
TeV1EW ‘ Reunıion Record” publıshed by the eparchy of Tiruvalla 1n (r(erman,
1s regularly reporting about hat has een achieved.

For abandoned sıckly old people, the bıshop of Tiruvalla 1s constructıng
ome consıstıng of about 19 houses (each house 1s for 10192 persons),

house for the sısters and chapel. 1ıve houses ATe ready. FKFurther
AaTe urgently needed. Syro-Malankara members of the Holy Spirıt Doclety
of Mammolshain (Taunus) wıll he conductıng S ome

Due to the schı1sm 1ın the Orthodox Syrian Church which Was deser1bed
above, Man y faıthful beıng a1Cck of these quarrels ]o1n. other Chrıistian
bodies, especlally the Mar Thoma Church whıch seceded 1n the ate 19th
CENTULY from ıt when TUS took OVeT SOMeEe princıpals of Anglıcan Low
Church theology, an the peNLECOSTA. sSeCcts ome ask for admıssıon
to the Syro-Malankara Church where theır genumne tradıtions ATe kept
alıve. Thıs sıtuatıon forces the hıerarchy LO ecreate NeW parıshes and
mı1ıssıon statıons, al Kzhakaranad, Neerammol, Myladumpothy, Uppatı
an elsewhere.1?

Kınheitsbewegung erala, 1n (jt NNNES UNUN (1977), 159f.
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On Oetober öl; 1976, Mrs Saramma Cherian Polachirackal, mother of
Mar Athanasıos, bıshop of Tıruvalla, died The Polachirackal famıly followed
Metropolıtan Mar Ivanıos an hıs suffragan bıshop Mar Theophılos ınto the
ecommunıon ıth the Church of Rome IN the thırtıes. On the ewWws of her
death, Catholicos Basehos Mar Thomas Mathews 163 ONe of hıs bıshops
A ell two Jacobıte bıshops of the patrıarch s Party Came LO Polachirackal
house LO CXPDTITESS theır condolences an LO DIaYy sımple soc]1al gesture

promi1sıng ecumenıcal sıgn ®
Latest CWS

On August 2 19(7, Mar Phılexinos, Metropolitan of the Independent
Syrlan Church of Malabar res1dıng al Thozhıur, W asS receıved into the
Malankara Catholhe Church together ıth hıs SECTETATY, Fr George
Vadakkan. few amılies followed the hıerarch ınto the Catholıe cCommMUuUunNılON.
Mar Phılexıiınos 1S 11O tıtular Bıshop of Chayal an Archiepiscopal Vıcar
of Trıyandrum.

On September 28, 1977 Mar Athanasıos, eparch of Tiruvalla, dıed from
heart disease. 'T’hıs sudden death ocecurred ONe month after hıs STa y ın
Kurope. He had een for hıs a lımına vısıt al Rome N! had taken part
ıIn the ep1scopal conseecratıon of Cardımnal Katzınger ın Munich an Iın the
priestly ordımatıons 1 Paderborn. Born AS Orthodox February 19,
1909, a Tiruvalla, he became bank-clerk After havıng ]o1mned the
OCatholie Church, he studıed fOr priesthood T Kandy, ST1 Lanka, an W as

ordaıned prıest August 24, 1946 On December ÖL, 1953 he W as appomted
and Aprıl 22, 1954 ordaıned (tıt Bıshop of Sarepta an coad]utor of
Tiruvalla. On January Z 1955, he became eparch of thıs terrıtorlally
largest eparchy of Kerala. KEternal Memory


