
edieva rea ‘Stamps from Antıoch and Georgla
DYy

WAKHTANG DIJOBADZE

T0 Alexandre (Lali) Djavahıisvili

Durıng the SUTMNMET campalıgn excavatıons of 964 conducted IN the
moONnastery of Saılnt Barlaam Mount Kasıus NCAalr Antıoch on-the-Orontes
[WO rea! Stamps WeIC oun in nıche In LOOM One of them Was

Georgıan TE Aa 1gs 1-3) sed for the preparatıon of eucharistic
cakes (L9R0U 3W960) It 15 carved Out of soft fine-grain lımestone. ota

0.076 of old ODPCT, (). 033 fO 0.037 Dıam. G: the cırcular stam
(fıg 1) 1S (). 164 of the handle (fıg ocated iın the cenier (). 064
op () 043 o  om ngrave the uppCI cırcular surface of the stamp's
handle aATIC {[WO crossed triangles“ wıthın [WO crossed squares?, the first
formıng hexagram and the second 0] The entıire composıtıon
15 encompassed by circle*. The inner cırcle of stamp s face 1gs 1, 1S
symmetrıcally dıviıded into twelve evenly sızed SQUAaTCS arranged iın the form
of equal-armed and e1g triangles 1C fill the between the

The four central SQUaICS constıtute the lamb> (Lbwm mmM A). Each

Djobadze, “Thırd Campailgn in the onastery of St Barlaam’”, ürk ArkeolojJi
Dergisi, XIV M (Ankara 1281.. 1g

hıs geometric form could ave dogmatıc signıfıcance symbolızıng the Irmıty an the
{[WO naftfures of Christ, perhaps reflectiıon of the resistance of the Georglan church the
revival of Arıanısm lıterary SOUTITCECS attest TarchnıSvailı. Geschichte der kirchlichen
georgischen Literatur, Studi est 185 ome 37381} DJjobadze, Materials for the
Study of Georgian Monasteries IN the Western Environs of Antioch-on-the-Orontes, COl
Subsıdıa 48 Leıden 62). See Iso the TE VEISC inscr1ption the eucharıst1ic TEAal m
from (infra 170)

The intersecting SQUAaTCS COU sıgnıfy the body of Chriıst whıch the incarnatıon
consisted of four elements Galavarıs, Bread an the Liturgy | Wısconsın Sk
Hanssens, Institutione. Liturgicae de ritihus Orientalibus ome 310 S 265)

ctagram circumseceribed by cırcle could ave the symbolıc allusıon of perpetulty
Dölger, ° Dıe Symbolık der Achtzahl in der Schriften des Ambros1ius” in ACH IVa  ( AJ

(1934) Schneıder In RA!  ( (1950) Achtzahl) attaıne': by the Eucharıist and
thus aptly affırmıng Christ’'s WOTdS : xı the lıving bread whıich AIn OWN from heaven ;:
if an y INall eal of thıs bread, he shall lıve for ever” V1-51), ““Whose eateth flesh,
and drinketh blood, hath eternal lıfe ; and wıll] raıse hım al the ast day’', (IOid.,
“Thıs 1S that TEA| whıch ame OWN TOom heaven he hat eateth of thıs TEa lıve
for ver  37 (ibid.,-

FOor the definıtiıon of amb SCC Hussey, cNaulty, Nicholas Cabasilas,
Commentary of the Dıvıne Liturg y (London 2-4, 18; Galavarıs, eil..
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of these four SQUaTreS contaıns ON engraved word arranged in the following
INanner

“° Jesus Christ Son (of) Go

hıs inscr1ption dıffers from the usual Byzantıne formula NI
but o€es noTt coniflıct ıth it SINCEe ıt tOO0O affırms both the trıumph of Christ
and hıs dıvinıty IC 1S partaken by the faıthful through the eucharıist.
However, should poımint out that the formula for OUT amb inscription

to be un1ıque Georglan euchariıstic TeCa Stamps and elsewhere
OCCUTS only twıce : on in Panopolıs Egypt) terracotta m bearıng
the inscr1ption In co®©) A(PLOTO)C D(1O)C O(20)Ü 1C. 15 assıgned the S1IX
OT seventh century®, the second greenısh basalt sea] oun ecerian In
the TYy of Saınt Symeon tylıtes the Y ounger. hıs object, 1C.

{O LO be medieval breadstamp, bears ıts face inscr1ıption
In co3)c A(pLOTtO)C O(z0)Ü D(LÖ)C sımılar that of Panopolis ”.

Another ypıcal feature of OUT rea| mp 1S the varıety of geometrıc
forms carved ıts face The ng consısts of [WO SQUaTres, each
dıvided into four equılateral trıangles Dy lagona (C7ÜX decussata),
1le the remamnıng dIC fılled ıth four-petalled rose{ite
ese geometrıc shapes and the e1g triangles place between the CITIOSSAarms
reflect the Carver’s CONSCIOUS intention dıfferentiate the geometrıc forms

the face of the TreAal mp In accordance ıth the lıturgy of Saıint John
Chrysostom, where durıng the anaphora the SU UTE amb (bö*gg>‚@m9) whıch
symbolızes the body of Christ 15 extracted firom the oaf of TEa and place
in the er of the en 1le the triangular portion known the All-Holy
(ymamıdco-H900@0La9), IC emphasızes the role of Mary In the incarnation,

Forrer, Die frühchristlichen Altertümer UdUuSs dem Gräberfelde VOoN Achmim-Panopolis(Strassburg pl 1X-6 hıs m 1s briefly dıscussed by Dölger, °Heıdnische
und christliche Brotstempel mıt relıg1ösen Zeichen’, Antike Un Christentum, (Münster23. and INOTEC extensıvely Dy Galavarıs, C: 13575

Mecerıan, “*Les inscr1ptions du mont admıiırable””, M USJ 38 (1962)
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1S place the rıght sıde of the amb Sımılarly, one-thır: of the ODlatıon
consısting of iıne triangular sect10ns, known A ıne orders (990C00LdQ)
dIC place the eft sıde of the amb and the portions commemoratıng
the lıying and dead ATIcC extracted and place eI0O0W the lamb® The STOOVCS
of these geometrIıc forms 1C ATC ().005 0.007 deep ave practical
function. They facılıtate the dıvisıon of the TE Al into several portions.

As in the lamb, the maın cırcular inscrıption of the 1S executed in
Georgıan uncıal etters (mrgvlovanı). begıns the eft COTINET of the
Crosses’ uPppCI and continues the rıg around the entire edge of the
m It reads

K — 0900(yb8)6]9: MULZCN)M M(996MM)M: n(m9)bm 09L(5)H0MSRO: 909
0(9M)s(9)S(0)0: 0C0)0 M(0MO)OUL: JO(m)S(9)MOLS: CO O(SMIa)OOL:
IM O(Mm)MoLS: (S)M(08)9(0)L D

6&O Lord OUT God, thıs offeriıng hrough the intercession (of the)
Holy other of G0od and the Ever-Vırgın Mary ”

All the words dIcC dıvided by colon? CcE the fırst W.  1C ends ıth three
vertically arranged dots Punctuatıon Was mistakenly omıtted between COo
and 03MICOQUL (and ever). nstead, ese {[WO words dIC 1gated mınor

for carvıng the etters in the negatıve. The texti of the
inscr1ption derıves word for word from the lıturgy of aın John the
Chrysostom** and reflects the {WO naftures of spiırıtual sacrıfıiıce eucharıstıic
and supplıcatory. It 1S narrated by the priest durıng the CCICMMONY when the
section of the TreAal called All-Holy (YMZMICO 090C00LdQ) 1S cCutl Ouft and
place the paten (8906®00) d described above. In mentioning the
other of God N intercessor and Dy ırectly alludıng to the eucharıst,
thıs rea| inscer1ption 1S un1que.

The 1iconography of OUT TEa and the cContent of ıts maın inscrıption
verıfy [WO pomts ıt Was sed for the preparatıon of eucharıstic (not

The preparatıon of the Holy prothesıs 15 exhaustıvely discussed Dy (jalavarıs (0op. CiE:;
62-69, f1g 35); SCC Iso Hussey and McNulty (0op. CH<. 2-14, 18) For COTNINEMN-

tarıes the anaphora and ıts symbolısm SCC Schulz, Die byzantinische iturgie
(Freıburg Im Breisgau 1964) 195-198, and Galavarıs, Cit.. . Instructions for the
preparatıon of the Holy prothesıs AICc gıven Iso in Georgıan redaction of John Chrysostom’s
lıturgy JTarchnısSviıl 1, Liturgiae Ihericae Antiquiores, Scriptores Iberici, SCO 122 Ouvaın

m
In regard punctuatıon marks introduced by p rem Mcıre, whıch AdIC evıdent iın OUT

inscr1ption by the uUsSsCcC of sem1ı1colons separate words SCC DJjavahısvıliı, K art' ul damcer-
lobat amcodneoba UNUYÜ paleograp ia (Tbıilısı 142

TarchnıiısSviılı, Liturgiae Ihericae Antiquiores, SC C€) 1272 (Louvaın For
pertinent regardıng the Greek texti SCC Briıghtman, Liturgies Fastern and
Western ] (Oxford 363, 365
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eulogıa) cakes1! and ıt Wäas carved In accordance ıth the ıturgy of Saınt John
Chrysostom.

TIo date thıs TEa ave rei1aDle ıterary an archaeologıcal
evıdence confirmıng that Georglan monks iınhabıted Barlaam’s moONnasterYy

Mount Kasıus from the end of the tenth untıl the devastatıng
raıds of Bıbar'’s armıles In 268 when thesWas completely destroyed

agaın to be revived1* In 1t10N ıt 1S known that towards the mıddle
of the eleven the Georglan church substıituted the r1enNLa OT

Saınt James ıturgy for the Byzantıne 0)8 Saılnt John Chrysostom’s liturgy*®
and OUT amp, despıite ıts amb inscr1ıption, ollows John Chrysostom’s
formula Consequently, ıt should ave een produced between the end of
the tenth cCentu and 268 hıs chronologıca SDan\n however Can be narrowed
consıderabily Dy severa|l paleographıc indıcatiıons contaıned in the inscr1ıption
of OUT

The letter (d) has neck:; nstead the cırcular body of the letter
NarTOoOWs towards the top and 1S surmounted by horıiızontal ıne
UOccasıonally etters overlap each other (Cn) (rm)
Omet1mes the ODC SPaCC of ONEC letter 1S fılled in ıth another 4S

sa) OB letter 1$ incorporated Dy another ASs in (da)
ese characterıistics dIC COINIMMNON in the ate welfth thırteenth CeNntury

d 15 evinced Dy inscr1ptions Georglan sılver repousse icons!+* Therefore
it reasonable place the Oowards the mıddle of the thırteenth

Despıte the sıngular peculıarıties mentioned above OUT stamp 1S not wıthout
precedent. Very close to OUT specımen and perhaps ıts only paralle 1S
Tee eucharistıc TEa of Sınal 1gs 4, whıch bears simılarıties

ı 1 The stampıng of eucharıiıstıc cakes 15 called ve 339©S) In Georgılan and ıt 1$
conducted In the Samkvet ’ lo (La 3390mMMm) whıch 15 the northern pastophory, prothesıs.

Djobadze, Materials,
Tarchniö$vyvılı, Geschichte, 44 5-446

The MOST pertinent paleographıc parallels for OUT inscr1ption Can be Ooun in sılver
repousse works executed the end of the welfth CENLUTY (1) Book of the gospel from
Ckarost avı, executed Dy Bek’a Opısarı In 195 (S AmıiıranasS$Svılı, ek‘a Opisari (Thılısı

pl 3J)% (2) book of the Bert aı gospel executed Dy BesSsken Opızarı In the second half
of the welfth (Ibid., M pl (3) book of the Tbert’ı gospel, end of the
welfth Century (Zbid., 26, pl (4) the Icon of the Savıour TOM the Church of AnöGCıshatı,
executed DYy Bek’a Opızarı between (IDid., 14, pl 1 /u, 25} 26):; an (5) repousse
inscr1ption the 1ICOon NO ın the Greek patrıarcha. lıbrary in Jerusalem, 1C| 1S VeETY closely
assocı1ated the above-mentioned examples, and could NnOTLt ave een executed ın the fourteenth

usually assumed Ross, ‘““Byzantıne Goldsmith W or. yzantine Art,
European Art 406 No 475) but the VC beginnıng of the thırteenth CeENLUTY.
Fınally, the lengthy inscr1ption the archıtrave of the Iconostasıs of Vl whıch 1S$ ate:

Schmerlıing, Malye formy architekture Srednevekovoi GFruzil ılısı
187 pl
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Fig 10 Fragment (Gudarehi)
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Fig Georgian eucharistic breadstamp (Gudarehi).
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not only in ıts inscr1ption iımplıcatıng the other of God whose Name

ADPCAIS ex{i tOo Jesus Chrıiıst In the amb but also in ıts orma CC
ASs el Furthermore, the Sınal S 15 precisely ate' Dy Arabıc inSCr1p-
tıon ıts obverse face designatıng the YCal hus ıt convenıently
coincıdes ıth the date of OUTI specımen 1C Wds executed around 250
ese strıkıng affınıtıies between the geographically dıstant Georgıan and
Tee Stamps should not be surprising; it 15 el known that
Georglan monastıc colonıes existed in the envırons of Antıoch el 4S in
Varlıous of the Holy Land ıncludıng Sınal. Ose cooperatıon between
these monasterıes Cal easıly be conjectured from Georglan hagiographic
lıterature and the colophons of manuscrı1pts. For instance., colophon of
paraclıton copıed in the welfth Century and NO preserved in aın Catherine’s
monasterYy in Sınal states that it Was copıied DYy monk lovane in the monasterYy
of St Barlaam Mount Kasıus and donated hıs compatrıots in the
monasterYy of Saılnt Catherine iın Sinai!® In another instance the CasSc 1S
reversed; Georgılan collection of ymns copled in the monasterYy of
Saılnt Catherıine ın Sınal ın the thirteenth WAas donated LO the moOonasterYy
of aın Barlaam Mount Kasius! ’

Durıng visıt {O the ate Museum of Thiılısı in June 197/7, the dırector
of the MUSCUIMN, Proif. Djavahısvılı, brought IN Yy attention 1ve cırcular
Georgian eucharistic TEa Stamps preserved in the SaJmle INUSCUIMM and kındly
place elr photographs al M Y dısposıtıon. Al of them AIC carved of sand-
STO and ATC relatıvely well-preserved. Unfortunately, they ack archaeological
documentation, eing accıdental ınds, but eır Carvings and inscr1ptions
IC AICc executed in mrgvlovanı scrıpture facılıtate OUT understandıng
of the TEa Sla from Barlaam’s monasterYy and the morphology of:
Georglan Trea Sstamps iın general includıng them in thıs study 1inas-
much ASs Georglan Trea| stamps ave before een the subject of

specıial investigation”
The first 1gs 6, IS of these three TEAal Stamps derıves from Calka?”

hıs 1S he best preserved, the argest in S17e and un1ıque in ıts dedicatory
inscr1ption. 1am of the equals ().21 HL 1am of the uppCI surface
of the handle 0.09 HL: total 0.08 m.) The face of the 1S dıvided
into S1xteen equa SQUAaICS contamıng equal-armed CONCAaVC CTOSSCS ıth

18 Galavarıs, E:
DJjobadze, Materials,

K Ibid., 42,
The only exception 15 the m from Calka The part of ıts inscr1ption recorded Dy

Prof. Musheli$yvılı and preserved in the archıve of of. Djavahısvılı (no 2045
15 riefly mentioned DY Mr Sılogava ın nat obi (Tbıiulısı 147

a, located In T rialet’1, Wäas from the tenth fifteenth centurıies admınıstratıve
center and Bishopric. The ruıns of the Cathedral AIC still preserved.
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wıdening A1LIllS and tear-drops between the CI OSSaIMsSs ın the of
St Barlaam’s monasterYy. Around the edge of the stamp’'s face 15 the
followıing Georgılan inscr1ption executed negatıvely in mrgvlovanı etters

«— 00(0)M9@: (Do 45309 909 S6 3(M)M(30 h(9)90 n YU(mz9)bo(z)L
( bO(9)3(0)mMoO d0LW(38O1(239)ÖMIC. (3(M)@330d :»
“Take and 69 hıs 1S body broken for yOU for the rem1ıss1ion of (your)
S1ins. ’’

TIhe Oontent of thıs inscr1ıption 1S taken verbatım from the ıturgy of
Saınt John Chrysostom“*® where ıt 1S pronounced Dy the priest durıng the
anaphora upON the institution of the sacrament hıs entence 1S not Ooun

eucharıstıc TrTea| Sstamps elsewhere but tO ave een COMMON in
Georgla SINCEe all four Stamps in the State Museum In Tbiılısı refer it
The only exception 1S the Sınal (fıg 4) 1C has the followıng
Te?2 inscr1ption around the edge of the front face T ake. eat hıs 15
My Body 1C| 1S broken for you  .„21

The second part of the 1S the uUuDPCI cırcular surface of the
cylindrıc handle, 1C has four symmetrıcally arranged SQUaICS wıthın
equal-arme (fıg The SQUAaTCS contaın the Georgılan capita} etters
(mrgvlovanı) formıng {WO words

Holy ıngs for (those who are) holy

ese words refer the lıturgical formula ‘Holy thıngs for those who
dIc Holy” (Ta Üyıa TOLC Üylouıc)“* exclaımed Dy the priest he the

Tarchniö$vılı., Liturgiae, 17 The inscr1ption of thıs bread m COUu ave Iso derıved
IiTrom the lıturgy of St James (« 000M9© 4309, 909 56 30030 h9d0 nimz9borzL
adsbO9b0omoO (Do a bYyMNOMO 00L 939ÖM@ 3000025070 » Tarchniö$vıli, C 49) by
condensıng 1ts text

21 Galavarıs, Bread,
56, 138D; Brıghtman Liturgies Eastern and Western (Oxford 303 and

the appendix (the Lıturgy of Antıoch from the wrıtings of Chrysostom, Ibid., 475 and
ote 480 : Schulz, C:}
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amb In the CCICMONY 16 precedes the communıon of the faithful*®.
They in all Georglan lıturgies ıth slıght varıatıons 090C0dQ 0900502
in the lıturgy of St James and St Peter“*, 0O0C0S 090C0MdQ in the ıturgy
of James the Older*>, and 090C0dQ 000C0300 in the ıturgy of Saıint
Chrysostom*®.

1nCce both the face and handle inscr1ptions of the ATC carved in
the negatıve, there 1s ou that the from Was sed

produce [WO cakes 33960) dıffering iın S17e and PUTrDOSC. The larger
ONe WAas sed for Varıous of the holy prothesıs and the maller ONC,
after cutting ıts segments off, WAas sed dSs lamb, 1C durıng the anaphora
Was broken in {tWO TIhe desıgn of the S  mp complements the ıturgy of
aın James?’ 1C. requıres breakıng the amb in {[WO pleces first and
then divıdıng it into everal maller portions In the order prescribed“®.
hıs opınıon 1S supported Dy the sımılarıty of OUT euchariıstıic TEa
stamps of eastern derıvatıon where the stamps’ faces dIiC dıvided into SQUaICS
only and do not ave the tradıtional amb in the mıddle, NOT do they
dıfferentiate between the er secti1ons of the stamp“?
f the face inscr1ıption of the TreAal S derıves ırectly from

the ıturgy of Saınt John Chrysostom, then ıt coni{lıcts ıth the 1iconography
of the stamp’'s face desıgn whıich reflects the ıturgy of Saılnt James. hıs
however should not dıisturb us in 1eW of the varıatıons and
inconsiıstancıes OoOun in rea! sStamps 1n Byzantıum and elsewhere. OQur
TE Al could be regarded d the fusıon of tWO tradıtions, the Antıochean
0)4 aın James sed in Oriental churches, IC the Georglan church adhered

tradıtionally, and the Byzantıne OI Saılnt John Chrysostom 1C Was

introduced the Georgılan church In the eleventh CeNLUTrY when Byzantıne
influence egan STOW markedly*®.

Brıghtman, CiE. 395, Hussey and McNulty, CI 18
Tarchnıis$vılı, Liturgiae, Z

25 Ibid.,
Ibid., 81
On aCCOuNT of Varıous lıturgical exX{ISs, partıcularly that of St James sed in Georglıan

churches, SCC P’eradze, °°1 _ es monuments lıturg1ques prebyzantınes langue Georgienne ,
Le Museon 45 (1932) 255-272, and Tarchnis$vılı, ‘“Eıne Cu«c Jakoboslıturgie””, Ephemeridis
Liturgicae (1949) 49-82 The works of Kekelidze, (Liturgiceskie gruzinskie pamiatniki
[ Tıflıs Drevnegruzinskij arhieratikon, [Tıflıs and JIerusalimskij Aanonar V IT veka
[Tıflıs 1912 ATC beyond reach.

28 Galavarıs, Bread, 91-93 Evıdence that the Saılnt James ıturgy Wäds practiced iın
Georgla in the eleventh CeNLUTrY Can be found in ar SA C6 of Siomg&vime Volska) d,
Relief y S'iomgvime, (Tbhialısı > ZAL., pl 11 and all paıntings of Davıd Garedja

Cubinaß8ßvili, Pescernye monastyri David-Garedja, [Thılısı pls 8 $ 121)
Galavarıs, Cif:: 11g 43-46 ; Dölger, °“ Heıdnische und christlıche Brotstempel

mıt relıg1ösen Zeichen in Antike und Christentum } ünster 28
Tarchnis$yvyılı, Geschichte, 445{f.; P eradze, ‘Eın Dokument AUs der mıiıttelalter-

lıchen Liturgiegeschichte Georgiens’”’, Kyrios (1936)
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The iconography of OUT Calka m COUuU ave een put INn sharper
focus had the Inscr1ptions the four SsSma segments between the cırcle and
the inserı1bed SYUare LOp of the handle een leg1ble, but unfortunately

Was not able decıpher them from the photograph.
Fınally, Must briefly consıder the dedicatory inscr1ption engraved in

posıtıve ” mrgvlovanı around the edge of the stamp’s IC VersSeC sıde. Thıs
inscription 1S stylıstically dıfferent Ifrom the obverse inscr1ıption, but 1ts
paleographic verıf y ıts contemporaneıty. The inseription reads
4S ollows

K —— 3(M)MB(0)LS CO o LoLbm(0)Ls 4(M0LA9)LS 0(9)9G(0)]M3(9)mbam: 036600@—
(9)(0)LS S(OLoM)L(S)bbm OmMco(9)mbm OS ML(9)S0LS: L(S09)60L3:
09009bm: S6050mMLors:;: DA0ER(9)O0LS ©dsLb7yerbm 909
09(0)6(4y65)M9o 36(9)S(m)mbm

CONSECrators of the flesh and ([070] of Christ, honorable priests of
1 rialet 1. followers of the trınıty In ONe CSSCNCC, Savlours from the Arıan
heresy, INaYy yOUTr councıl thıs TE Al stamp A4Ss offering. ”

1S unıque a(0)! only In ıts unusually lengthy narratıon but in ıts dedicatory
nature*! and. above all, in ıts conten(t, indicating that al the time when the
mp WdsS$S made the Arıan heresy had een revived INn the Bıshopric I” rialet‘i
(whose seat W ds$S INn Calka) but hrough the COUTASCOUS intervention of the
0Ca clergy ıt Was suppressed**.

The inscr1ption of mshow the tollowıng paleographic
the face of the amp the letter (t') 1S consistently reproduce ıth

upward bent hook 111e in the donor’s inscr1ption, 1C 1S executed In
‘“posıtıve”, the hooks AaTiTeC bent downwards 4S requıred. Furthermore, the
vertical bar of the SdINe letter 1S not straıght but somewhat CONCAVEC
In addıtion, the etters termiıinate boldly in dıstinct triangular forms.
Also, the body of the letter (d) LO slıght poın LOp and 1S
surmounted dırectly DYy horizontal bar wıthout vertical neck>®> remindıng

31 The only compatıble paralle: for thıs donors inscr1ption 1S the KT Se Arabıc inscr1ptionof the kEucharistic bread m; TOM Sınal where, In the SAaINC posıtiıon in the Calkathe donor, Habıb ıb Sadaga (who carved the m in 2065 15 mentioned (Galavarıs,Op CIE. 59)
In thıs regard should take into consıderation document wrıtten by Georglan

INan of letters, Ep rem Mcıre, In the second half of the eleventh in defense of the
Georglian church which states that the Antıochean patrıarchate feared the revival]l of INONC-
physıtısm INn Georgia (Djobadze, Materials, 6 ' TJTarchniöß$Svilı: and Assfalg, Geschichte,ST3FE

33 The transformatıon of the letter d, which 1S ıIn the welfth and COMMON in
the thırteenth 15 discussed Dy D] avahısSvılı, Kart uli damcerlobat‘a-mcodneoba UnNnNu
paleograp i1a, (Tbıilısı 201
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us of etters welfth and thırteenth CENTLUTY Georglan inscr1ptions In
repousse works** and all paintings®>. The per10 from the end of welfth

thırteenth Century 15 also indıcated Dy the letter (a) 1C In promiınent
epıgraphic onument: of the en and eleventh Century has eck ıth
horızontal bar LOD, ASs In the inscr1ıption of larıon KandGaelı the
eastern facade of Samt avısı church9 the inscr1pt1ons the capıtals
of Siomgvime (1010-1033)* 7, and the inscr1ıptions of the bıshop Melk ’ ısedek
in chet a However, in ater inscr1ptions such A OUT TEa
the letter 15 less sharply defined and the dıstinetness of ıts cCcomponent
fade resulting in the elımınatıon of th: vertical eck in favor of Curvature
termıiınated Dy bar The overlappıng of [WO etters (er) and
the placemen of ON sSsma letter into another Aas (da) (n0) 1S
COINIMNON OCCEULIENGE In the welfth and thırteenth CeENLUTY when the clear
artıculatıon of etters egan deteriorate*?

The second eucharıstıic TEa stam (fıg WAas found in udarehNn1 (Inv
No 2-5 Dıam. ( 143 M., INa  7 ().07 I: handle (0).05 I, 1am (0).06
In the m1ıddle of ıts face 1S made of twelve SQUAaTCS. The of
the ATIC each fashıoned of [WO SQUAaTCS and the crossing contaıns four
SYUaIrcs. Fach SYUaIC 1S fılled wıth symmetrıcally arranged lagona strıp
shape In CONI1C form creating laper patiern ıth cırcular cavıty
iın the 15 instructiıve mentıon that also enCounter the laper
pattern Sma. breadstamp iragment found in Gudarehı (No 2-58/360,
11g 10) Around the edge of the 1S inscr1ıption in mrgvlovanı
scr1ıpture. One Ir of it 1 chıpped off but SInCe ıt 15 sımılar the inscr1ıption
fIrom ıt CAall be reliably restored AS ollows

C— 0000(9)© (Do 4(50)' 91© 909 SEL 3(M)M(30 n(9)90 Mi(m9g)bor(z)L
al O(9)6(0 mO 107093(  S

FOor instance the metal work produced durıng second half of the welfth CeNtury
such the Photrerı 1ConN Cubinaßvili. Gruzinskoe Cekannoe Iskusstvo (Tbhiulısı 616,
vol Il pls 419, 420) TIhe fragment of the Abulasan 1Con (ZIbid., E 617/, vol 1L, pl 421), the

of the ospels (Zbid., E, 57012 vol 11, pl 431), and thırteenth CNLUTY 1ICONS In
Calend)ıha (ZIbid., [, 582, vol : pl 480) and Hobı (ZIbid., e 576, vol {L, pl 481)
‚ Specıifically, inscr1pt10ns all paıntings 1n P‘avnısı executed between
Privalova: - AVNLSI [  ılısı 1977 40U, pl III- in Bet’ anıa executed around 207 (Ibid.,

41), and ın Bert ubanı executed eıther D Z (Ibidem.).
SeverovVv, Pamjatnik ı Gruzinskogo Zodı  Cestva, (Moskow pl

7, Schmerlıing, ”1 )as ragment eiıner Säule Adus Siom£&vime”, Ars Georgica (Tbıilısı
161, pl

318 Musheliı1S$vılı, “*“Svetl Chovelin’”, Ars Georgica (Tbiılısı 134, fg
On thıs ACCOUNTL SCC ote where pertinent examples ATC enumerated. hasten add

that the rules mentioned here, especılally the incorporatıon of ONC letter into nother OCCUTIS

in the eleventh in the above-mentioned Melk ısedek'’'s inscr1ption (see ote 38)
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“Take and eat*?a - thıs 1S Body (whıch 1S) broken for YOU, for the
rem1ıssi10on of (your) SIns. ”

The m Can be approximately ate: Dy ıts paleographic characteristics
the cırcular body of the letter has long eck surmounted Dy horizontal
bar, the semiıciıircular half of the letter 1s termıiınated the ng sıde Dy
vertical lıne and OM6 of the etters ATIcC squeezed together 1gated In
addıtion the termınatıions of SOINC etters [ L g) dIC emphatically wıdened
and deepened ese AIc ypıcal of epıgraphic onument: of the
tenth tO eleven TIYy such dAs the column of the southern gate In the
church of EredvIı (909)*°, the southern gate of the church in Dodot a, the

of the southern galte in church tenth-eleventh
CNr ) . the of the estern OOT in the sma church of Aten1ı
(end of the en century)*“ and the In Sepiaki (end of tenth
CCeHTULV) .

The thırd and smalles m (fıg L1} In the Natıonal Museum of
Thiılısı (Inv No 1-57/1556) Was accıdentally Ooun In Urbnisı. Dıam. 108 H..

0.03 The handle 15 missıng. The face has four SYUares, each containıng
ONe equal-armed ıth flared AaITMs C resemble the amp from

(fıg and lesser extent the Irom Saınt Barlaam’s
MONaSterYy (Tıg 1) In the four between the SQUarc and cırcle 1S
inscr1iption executed in mrgvlovanı scrıpture, although the Carver sed SOIMINC
nushurı etters LO00 duplıcates the inscr1ptions of the {[WO PTreVIOUS Stamps
a  oug In somewhat abbrevıated form

00009 (Do 4(3)09@: ”1 ake and al

909 S6  C M(M)BO h9do0 thıs 1S My Body
M]IM[(395)07z » for 27  you

The fourth (fıg 1 2) i WdsS$s accıdentally found in OVle (Inv
No 18-58/1) 15 carved of1g SICY sandstone. Dıam. 016 Il., total 0.07 M,

of the handle fıg 13) 0.048 H,, 1am 0.048 HI; (above), 0.050 below) Its
face contaıns twelve crucıformly arranged SQUAarcs housıng equal-armed

309 hıs sentence 15 gıven iın plural indıicating that the ake Was broken ın partıcles and
dıstrıbuted. For checking translatıon and makıng valuable should ıke
thank Professor Meyendorff.

Mep-’1sas$vili, ““Eredviıs 906 clıs hurot mozgvruli dzegl1””, Ars Georgica ( Tbılısı
1A18 f1g 9, pl
Ibid., 115 11g H. pls 46», 45] 7

RcCceulı1$vılı, ‘“Atenıs mcıre gumbat ıanı ekles1ia””, Ars Georgica ( Tbıulısı 36,
11g pl l

4 3 Ibid., 3  9 pl 144
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CI 0OS55C5 closely resemblıng erucıform employe in the Stamps from
aın Barlaam’s moOoNnasterYy 1gs L, 2 that of (fıg Urbnisı (fıg 11),
and the SsSma greenısh sandstone ragment Oun in Gudarehı (fıg

Around the edge of the stamp 1s damaged mrgvlovanı inscr1ıption.
It reads

0(00)M9. QJÖ 430(9)© 909 56  E L3CM(0] n(9)90.
Ni[mMmz9bozU a b b0m0 00L 939ÖMI]C3(»

“Take and eal hıs 1S Body (whıch 1S) broken
for yYOU, for the rem1ssion of (your) S1ns’””.

mong the eucharıstıc breadstamps preserved in the Archeological Museum
of Tbiılısı, the most unusual ONEC derıves from udaren1ı (No 2-58/350, 1g 15)
The primıtıveness of thıs uUuNnNeVECN and incomplete carvıng and the employ-
ment of ““posıtıve ” rather than ““negatıve” inscr1ıption, the DOOI remaıns
of1 AIC unevenly scattered ıts face d ell dSs around ıts cırcular
border, make it impossıble determiıne the real function of thıs en1gmatıc
plece. hardly COUuU ave een sed 4S eucharistıic breadstamp. Yet
thıs ıtem 1S sıgnıfıcant because of the diversity of ıts geometric
indıcatıng the mason’s attempt render thıs stamp in accordance ıth
St John Chrysostom’s lıturgıical formula (supra

1S dıfficult to PTFODOSC precıse date for the Urbnisı and OVvle read-
sStamps. It 1S poss1ıble that they WeIC produced sometıme after the thırteenth
CenturYy. hıs COU also be irue of the oun udarehn1 (fıg 9)

hope that Georgılan epigraphists 11l be able assıgn SCCUIC dates OUT

Stamps In the Cal future
Summıiıng OUT TI study of Georglan euchariıstic TE Al Stamps

Can conclude that the Stamps preserved in the ate Museum in Tbiılısı
dIC carved in accordance ıth the Syro-Palestinian OT Antıochean ıturgy
of Sant James whıiıle the from Saınt Barlaam’s mONaSterYy demonstrates
the formula requıred by the ıturgy of St John Chrysostom. hıs conclusıon
eflects the hıstory of the Georglan church 1C| untı the mıddle of the
eleven CENLUTY practiced the Syro-Palestinian ıturgy whıch in furn Was

replaced by the Byzantıne 0)8 St John Chrysostom’'s ıturgy, translated from
Tee into Georgılan Dy George Mt ’ acmindelı and sed in the Georgıan

hıs ragment (Noa 18 of partıcular interest because of ıts remarkabl sımılarıty
the m (fıg. ın ıts desıgn, style and in the techniıcal particularıties of ıts CarvVing.

Furthermore, 1ts present dimensıions (max ().09 Il., 0.075 H, nd thıckness ().05 m.)
indıcate that ıts dıameter mMUSL ave een equal the m and that ıt COu derıve
from the Samnec workshop.
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church the seventeenth century *> The only exception 15 the stamp
firom Calka,which f ıt Was produced In the twelfth-thirteenth CCENLUTY, WOUuU
indıcate that the transıtiıon fifrom the Syro-Palestinian tradıtion the
Byzantıne Was slow and gradual“*® that perhaps clear dıstincetion Was
made between the euchariıstic TE Al Stamps of [WO dıfferent but closely
elated lıturglies.

The final aNSWeT thıs question Can be resolved INn later studies when
the problems elated to the lıturgies practice: INn Georgla aIc clarıfıed and
addıtional eucharıstic TrTea| Stamps, especılally of the early Christian period,
AIic revealed and investigated; ou such Stamps should ave existed
and een sed hıs 1S evıdent Irom the typıcon of Mar-Saba and the
Hanmetiı lecti10nar attesting that In the capıtal of Iberıa, chet  a, SINCEe
the mıddle of the CeNTUTY lıturgies WeTIC performed ın the Georglan
language“*’ Consequently, from thıs time lıturgical TE al Stamps must
ave een sed durıng the eucharıstic SErVICES. Further evidence Can be found
In the 108 of St Peter the Iberıan, who INn order perform the eucharıst,
sent ONe of the brethren of h1s IV responsıble for the task PICDAaTCthe eucharistic breads which WEIC ““whıte, SMa and beautiful’*®8&

The lıterary evidence CONncernıing the eucharistic breads 1S supported Dy
SOMNC Georglan sculptures. The earlıest of them 1S the large iragment of
altarscreen from the church in Cabelda (fıg hıs SCICCN whiıch belongsthe seventh OT eıghth contaıns Its lower ng sıde
and 1Vve sımılar cırcular cakes symetrıcally place around 1ts border, 1le
in the ST 15 larger and dıstinctly carved oaf that ere have
not only eucharistic cakes, but complete Holy Prothesis>°®©. hıs assumption1S reinforced Dy wıde-mouth Jar place nearby complementing the eucharıstic
table>1 The second SCICECN derıving firom Siomgvime and roughly CON-

Tarchniö8$vili. Geschichte, Tarchnıis$vıli, ** Diıe georgıische Übersetzung derLiıturgie des Johannes Chrysostomus ach einem Pergament-Rotulus dus dem MC Jahr-
hundert” Jahrbuch für Liturgiewissenschaft (1938) 6; Kekelidze, K art uli Lituraturis
IStor1ıa (ın Georglan) (T bılısı 5/4

hıs opınıon be supported DYy the discourse of the church father Ek ’ vt'imeMt’acmindeli (7 Peradze, ‘Eın Dokument dus der miıttelalterlichen Lıturgie-geschichte Georgiens’”’ KYyri0s (1936) f #1)
Tarchniö$vıili, CI 439:; Kekelıdze CI 73

Raabe, Petrus der Iberer. Eın Charakterbild ZUF Kirchen- UN: Sittengeschichte desfünften Jahrhunderts (Leipziıg 106 Dölger, ‘‘Heı1idnische un: christliche Brotstempelmıt relıg1ösen Zeichen”, Antike und Christentum (Münster 33
Schmerling, Malye Jformy arkhitekture Srednevekovoi Gruzii (Tbılısı 66,pl above.

Ihe eucharıstic sıgnıfıcance of thıs Composıtıon Was alread
ibidem. suggested by Schmerling,

n We eNCOUNtTter VC: sımılar Jar the relief of the estern facade of the cathedral]l
Mchet’a (1029) whiıich definıte eucharıstıc implications. The Chriıst INn majesty depicted
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to OUT breadstamps depicts the hospitalıty of Abraham (fıg 17}
where Abraham 1S holdıng rather arge, round cake>*

The nature of the Georglian TEa Stamps investigated ere Cal be under-
stood INOTEC clearly Dy dıscussıng the second of the [WO Stamps OoOun In
St Barlaam 15 ree stamp carved of VCI Y soft lımestone 1gs 18,
19) Its portion and handle dIC broken off. On the face of the
1am 0137 E: present ().05 M.) 1S the rontal figure of St Barlaam
wearıng long gırdled robe and mantle. In hıs rıg hand he Latın

(crux IMMISSA) and In h1s left, scroll St Barlaam 15 iıdentified Dy
vertical inscer1ıption a(yıoc)>® ap AQ(O)u and second ONeC around the
edge [g0AJo[y na TOUV OGT0L NATPOC NWO[V] B[apAadul). The maın charac-
terıst1ic feature In the 1iconography of thıs 15 the complete absence of
SYUaTCS, trıangles, crosslets OT grill-lıke STOOVCS. In theır place 1s St Barlaam’s
image. Thıs., then, 1S clear eviıdence that the FE WAds noL sed for
the preparatıon of eucharıstıc breads but the Eulogıa breads of St Barlaam®*“*
ese breads must ave een dıstrıbute. the pılgrıms after the
ıturgy in the mOoNnaste of St Barlaam In the basılıca consecrated hım
specıal OCCasions>> such A4s the est1va celebrated June 1C 15 the
day of St Barlaam’s commemoration>® The employment of the word EDAOY1LO
in St Barlaam’s should noLt dıisturb us SINCE it o€es not relate the
Eucharıist but 1s sed in general referring the rea dS blessed
object possessing mıraculous DOWCIS 1ıke pleces of the bones of saınts,
fragments of theır lothes, amps from the tombs of martyrs and the apulae
of Monza> / In TOA| eulogıa 1S object 1C| has een blessed
and gıven AaWAY d sıgn of love and protection?®. The SaJmnle significance_
In the cenier 18 flanked by [WO angels; the eft ONEC holds wıne Jar, ıle the rıght OMNC bears

cırcular oaf Mepisaschwiliı and Zınzadse., Die Kunst des alten Georgien (Leipzıg
fg 155 above.

chmerlıng, CIHE 1 38 pl 4W eft
The beginnıng of thıs inscr1ption 1S mistakenly carved Dy the workıng

ın the ““negatıve the Saılnt’s eft sıde nstead hıs rıght
The 1Iconography and nature of Eulogıa bread 1 dıscussed Dy Dölger, Cit:. 44-46.

and INOTEC extensıvely Dy Galavarıs., CI:: 109-153, 11gs 75-81
S The Custom of distrıbuting the Eulogıa bread the faıthful, durıng the Saılint’s days

and specıal OCCAasS10Ns 1$ discussed by Galavarıs, C: 1414 151 The dıstrıbution of
blessed Eulogıa bread the pılgrıms in the monastery of St Symeon Stylıtes the Y ounger,
located Cal St Barlaam’s monastery, and ıts phylacterıc o 15 described in the 108
of St Symeon Stylıtes the Y ounger, Va den Ven,; Fa Vıe ANCIENNE de 5ymeon
le Jeune- (Bruxelles 1893

On the date of St Barlaam’s commemoratıon, SCC Peeters: BHE|  C (Bruxelles
5 ] Galavarıs, CIE.; F and otfe 38 ; Idem.., Reallexikon der Byzantinischen UNSs

(Stuttgart Brotstempel. For urther examples SE Dölger, C: OF
Meınardus, °° [ )as Brot be1 den Kopten , rolt and Gebäck o  er

hıs assumptıi0on 15 deduced from episode told In Pratum Spirituale by John Moschus
(ChH where solıtary bba Serg1ius endangered DYy lıon WdsSs saved ıth the help
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should be attrıbuted St Barlaam’s Tea inasmuch it contaıns
the image of the Saılnt hımself reaffiırmıng the mıraculous healıng WI of
the bread>?.

of eulogıa bread (PG 87, f In 7108 of 1sımes ven {tWO eucharıstıc breads
(L9%0U 33900) AdIC offered eulogıa Kekelıdze, Keimena [ Tıflıs 1918 209)

FOTr instance ın the b10s of Saılnt 5Symeon Stylıtes the Y ounger 1-5 dIC told of
Varıous healıngs accomplıshed by the image of Saınt 5Symeon (Van den vVen, Cit:: 118)
On the phylacteric and apothropaıc o iınherent ın images of holy INCN, SCC Grabar,
Martyrium, recherches Sr le culte des reliques l’art Chretien antıque (Parıs 343-357
and Kıtzınger, he ult of Images before Iconoclasm ” Dumbarton aks Papers (1954)
100-109


