GETATCHEW HAILE

The Homily of Zir’a Ya'aqob in Honour of St. John
the Evangelist, EMML* 1480, ff. 48r-52v

I. Introduction

The homily under study belongs to the corpus of works ascribed to Emperor
Zir'a Ya'aqob of Ethiopia (1434-1468)!. As its description shows, this may in
fact be said about almost the whole contents of EMML 14802, the Homily in
honour of the Archangel Gabriel; History of the Old Testament Patriarchs;
Gddli Yostinos; Homiliary in honour of the Apostles, or the Tomarid tasba’t,
Meisohafi bahray; the three introductory homilies of the Book of the Miracles
of Mary or Visions of John Son of Thunder about the Miracles of Mary
commonly known as Ra ayd td ammor; the hymn to the Blessed Virgin called
Yoweddasawwa; Magnificat or Séilamd Gibra'el; and two additional homilies,
the one under study and another on Saturday. These two homilies could
actually be called treatises dealing with the theology of the Trinity, composed
to refute “heresies’ ascribed to the daring and articulate Zamika’elites who,
probably even more than the Hstifanosites, preoccupied the mind of Zir'a
Ya'aqob for a long time. Since the discovery of the Mdsohafi barhan, and
especially since its publication, we have gained a fairly good knowledge
of the beliefs of Zimika'el, Gimaloyal, ‘Asga and their followers?®, even

* Ethiopian Manuscript Microfilm Library, Addis Ababa/Collegeville, Minnesota. EMML
1480 is a microfilm of a manuscript (52 x 35 cm, 129ff., 2 cols., 31-41 lines to a column)
copied during the reign of Emperor Zir'a Ya'aqob, probably for the Monastery of Dibri
Maryam or Absadi in Qohayan, Sdraye, Eritrea.

I For the list of works ascribed to Zir'a Ya'aqob, see, among others, A. Dillmann, “Uber die
Regierung, insbesondere die Kirchenordnung des Koénigs Zar'a-Jacob”, Abhandlungen der
Kéniglichen Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Berlin, 1884, p. 26; J. Perruchon, (ed.), Les
Chroniques de Zar'a Yd'eqdb et de Ba’eda Mdrydm, Paris 1893, pp. 76-78; and K. Wendt,
Das Mashafa Milad (Liber Nativitatis) und Mashafa Sellasé (Liber Trinitatis) des Kaisers
Zar'a Ya'qob, CSCO, vol. 221, script. aeth., t. 41 (1962), p. 1.

2 Getatchew Haile, 4 Catalogue of Ethiopian Manuscripts Microfilmed for the Ethiopian Manu-
seript Microfilm Library, Addis Ababa and for the Hill Monastic Manuscript Library, Collegeville,
Vol. IV : Project Numbers 1101-1500, Collegeville 1979, pp. 599-603; and id., **A Preliminary
Investigation of the Tomard tasba’t of Emperor Zir'a Ya'agob of Ethiopia™, BSOAS vol. 43/2
(1980), p. 211.

3 Conti Rossini and L. Ricci, Il libro della luce del Negus Zar'a Ya'qob (Mashafa Berhan)
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though this knowledge comes from the standpoint of their opponents, the
established Church represented by the Emperor. There is also at least one
miracle in the 74 ammord Maryam which deals directly with a member of
this militant sect, Abba Giyorgis*. As far as I know, we do not yet have
sources presenting the views of the sect’s own adherents that can go back
to the fifteenth century. Fortunately, however, we now have three of their
writings, even though they belong to later generations?.

It may be worth investigating whether there was any relationship among
the so-called sects of the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries which challenged
the stand of the official Church as expressed at the court of the Archbishop(s)
or in the Episcopate and the Royal Camp. The structure of the Ethiopian
Church was (and still is) such that each mother Ddbr, or big monastery
with its dependent daughter churches, was sufficiently independent, financial-
ly too, that it could lay down its own ecclessiastical rules or even to hold
its own theological views. The most important factor that held these Adbarat
together is the priesthood which is received from the Archbishop(s). It is
not surprising, therefore, to read that ““heretics” such as Abba Hstifanos®
or even Zamika'el and Fare Mahabir 7 were heads of (monastic) communities
with their own Sar‘atat, and nevertheless remained under the Apostolic
authority of the Episcopate for their priesthood. There were monasteries
which objected to the reading of the Book of the Miracles of Mary when
this was ordered by Zir’a Ya'aqob and the Archbishops®. Chants such as
the Hgzi'abher ndgsi were challenged by individual monasteries®. The
Ewostatewosites were threatened with excommunication only after the
Council of Ddbra Matmaq '°. It is in fact plausible to assume that differences
in interpretations of theological issues did not always result in the rejection
of the priestly authority of the clergy in the opposing sects. This was what

part I, CSCO vol. 250, script aeth. t. 47 (1964) and part 1, ibid., vol. 260, script. aeth., t. 51
(1965); see specially pp. 126-131 of the last part (1965).

4 Td’ammard Maryam, bi-Ga'az-anna bd-Amararifia, Tasfa edition, Addis Ababa 1961 E.C.,
pp. 132-136; and E. Cerulli, Il libro etiopico del miracoli di Maria e le sue fonte nella
letterature del Medio Evo latino, Rome 1943, pp. 107-109.

5 E. Cerulli, Scritti teologici etiopici del secoli XVI-XVII: I Tre opuscoli del Mikaeliti, Studi
e Testi, no. 198, 1958. For more on the Zimika’elites and their teachings, see E. Cerulli,
1l libro, pp. 107-121.

6 Taddesee Tamrat, ‘Some Notes on the Fifteenth Century Stephanite “Heresy” in the
Ethiopian Church’, Rassegna di studi etiopici, vol. 22 (1966), pp. 103-115.

7 Conti Rossini and L. Ricci, Il libro della luce, 11, (text) p. 126 and E. Hammerschmidt,
Athiopische Handschriften vom Tanasee 1, Wiesbaden 1973, p. 103, respectively.

8 Cerulli, 17 libro, pp. 18-19.

9 T ammard Maryam, EMML 2058, f. 1677 and 175" ; EMML 2424, f. 94",

10 Getatchew Haile, “The Letter of the Archbishops Mika’el and Gibra'el Concerning the
Observance of Saturday”, JSSt, vol. 25, 1 (1981), pp. 73-78. On the council of Dibri
Matmagq, see Taddesse Tamrat, Church and State in Ethiopia, Oxford 1972, pp. 220-230.
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had sometimes happened to the followers of Abuni Tikli Haymanot, the
Ddibri Libanosocé, and of Abund Ewostatewos or the Ewostatewesites : They
were at odds first over the question of observing the Saturday Sabbath,
and later over the theology of the Unction of Christ, but they normally, if
not always, respected each other’s priestly authority. This may be the reason
why Mario da Abiy Addi’ prefers to speak of “schools’ rather than sects
when discussing the views of Ethiopian theologians on the question of
gabat, “‘unction”, of Our Lord'!. At any rate these sects of the fourteenth
and fifteenth centuries have more in common with each other in their
theological outlook than with the established Church.

This homily in honour of St. John the Evangelist reports two areas of
theological controversy on which Emperor Zir'a Ya'aqob, representing the
established Church, and Zdmika'el, representing a small minority of probably
Jewish background (? — they are never mentioned in connection with the
controversy of observing Saturday Sabbath), could not come to agreement.
The first part deals with the question of anthropomorphization of the
persons in the Trinity : Has each person in the Trinity, the Father, the Son
and the Holy Spirit, a mdlka’, ““form™, “*figure”, similar to that of man who
was ultimately created after that image and likeness of God? According to
the Nagus, yes; and according to the dissidents, no! The discussion of this
question at a council, summoned obviously by the Emperor, has been reported
in the Mdsahafid barhan'? in similar language, sometimes word for word,
though not in as lengthy an account as this homily offers. Most importantly,
this homily lists some of the important (ecclesiastical) Yignitaries who
attended this council where the Emperor dictated his views. As can be seen,
his views are not only irreconcilable with those of his opponents but they
are also in open disagreement with the Qdlemantos, an apocryphal work but
accepted by the Church, and the writings of Roru'a Haymanot, who seems
to have lived several decades before Zir'a Ya'aqob!®. The second part of
the homily deals with the place of the incarnate Word, Christ, in the Trinity,
now in heaven and later at his second coming appearing, according to the
Emperor but not according to his opponents, “with the Father and the
Holy Spirit” who are not incarnated. “The Homily in Honour of St. John
the Evangelist”, was composed to refute the teachings of the so-called
Zamika’elites which may have been expressed, among other places, in the
Anaphora of St. John Son of Thunder '#!

11 Mario P. da Abiy-Addi’, La Dottrina della Chiese Etiopica dissidente sull'Unione Ipostatica,
OrChrA, no. 147, 1956, pp. 117-129.

12 Conti Rossini and L. Ricci, /1 libro della luce 11 (text), pp. 126-131.

13 Getatchew Haile, “Religious Controversies and the Growth of Ethiopic Literature in the
Fourteenth and Fifteenth Centuries’, OrChr, vol. 65, 1981, pp. 102-136.

14 Ibid.
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With the exception of a few small changes that are noted, the text is
copied as it appears in the manuscript. The punctuation, too, is reproduced
as it is in the manuscript, except that signs of more than four dots have
been reduced to four, and signs of two dots are supplied in a few blank spaces
between words. Supplied letters, that are illegible in the manuscript, are
indicated by square brackets. Expressions in the English translation that have
been added to clarify the meaning but have no equivalent in the Ga'az text
are included in parentheses.
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I1. Text : EMML 1480, ff. 48°-52"
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1. Translation of the text : EMML 1480, ff. 48'-52"
Reading for the 4th (of the month) of 7arr*

In the name of God the Father who is not separated from the Son and the
Holy Spirit, in the name of God the Son who is not separated from the
Father and the Holy Spirit, and in the name of God the Holy Spirit, Paractete,
who is not separated from the Father and the Son.

All of us Christians were baptized by invoking these names of the Trinity
in order to convert from being worldly into being heavenly, from being
bodily into being spiritual, and from being children of Adam into being
children of God because power is given to us, the faithful, to be children of
God as John son of Thunder said in his holy Gospel, “But to all who
received him, who believed in him, he gave power to become children of
God, who believed in his name, who were not of the blood nor of the will of
the lust of flesh nor of the pleasure of man but born from God”'. With
these names of the Trinity, we write a homily of John son of Thunder.

Homily of John the Apocalypt, homily of John the Theologus, seer of
mysteries, who sat in the bosom of fire and was loved by him more than
his brothers the Apostles, who deserved to feel with his hands the Son of
God whom the Cherubim and the Seraphim cannot touch with (their) hands
of fire. The same John said, “"This was from the beginning, which we have
heard, which we have seen, which we have perceived and which our hands
have felt” 2. And the Son of God, while on the cross, called John the son
of his Mother Mary, because of his great love for him because of his
virginity and the sanctity with which he himself rewarded him. Mary the
Mother of God in the flesh of man, for whom the whole world cannot be
even as much as the dust of her shoes, was called the Mother of John. She,
whom the diligent of heaven stretch their wings of flame to cover, was called
the mother of John by the mouth of her only Son because John received
(more) favour than the others from the Lord Jesus. She, to whose twofold
virginity — her virginity in mind and virginity in body — all creatures in
heaven, on earth, under the earth, in the sea, and all that are in them sub-
jugated themselves, was called the mother of John because John was beloved
by her and by her Son mere than the others. Blessed you are, O John, whose
mother Mary your Lady was called; she did not bear you in flesh as she
bore her only Son in her virginity without seed, but in love and thus was

* This is the day on which St. John the Evangelist is commemorated in the Ethiopian Orthodox
Church. In today’s calendar (1982), the 4th of 7arr falls on the 12th of January.

I'CE; Inc ] 11-13.
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called your mother by the goodness of your Lord who loved you from
the very beginning more than the others, (your Lord) who clasped you to
his bosom at meal time. Furthermore, he did not decrease his love for
you (even) at the time of * his passion; while he was nailed on the cross,
he gave you his Mother as a refuge saying, “Behold your Son™ 3. To you,
too, he said, “Behold your mother”*. Behold, we know that he loves you
more than anyone else because to you alone he gave a refuge to his Mother
at the time of his passion, while the sister of his Mother and Mary (mother)
of Cleopas and Mary Magdalene were standing with you. O John, virgin
and priest, come to us today and give us of the milk of your Gospel to drink.
We seek you and inquire of you; tell us, what does it mean what you said in
vour Gospel, “No one has ever seen God; the only Son, who is in the bosom
of his Father, told us”*? For on the basis of these word(s), Zimika’el,
Giamaloyal and "Asqa said :
God has no form like man’s. God did not create in his image and likeness the form
of Adam’s body, which is palpable and visible. The image of God and his likeness are
an invisible spirit which was breathed upon Adam’s face. As John said in his Gospel,
“No one has ever seen God”. Surely, God is invisible and has no form which man may

know: he alone knows his image. The soul, too, has no form which man may know and
so is invisible because it is the likeness of God.

But you, O John, you did not say that God has no form, as these do.
but rather, “No one has ever seen God™”. Your words are true: no one has
ever seen God in his perfect terrifying divinity. But the nature of his invisible
divinity has form like man’s. Because of the natural invisibility of his divinity,
the pure Evangelist truly said, “No one has ever seen God”. God himself said
to Moses — when he said to him : “‘Show me your glory”°, — “You cannot
see my face; for no man shall see my face and live””. Paul, too, said about
the nature of the divinity of our God which is invisible and unknown to
people and to the angels: “God is invisible ever since the creation of the
world. But he is perceived ; we know him from his deed. However, he alone
knows his Godhead so that they shall find nothing to argue with him”®
Furthermore, Paul said to Timothy, “Keep the commandment of God
unstained until the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ who shall appear at
the proper time, who alone is blessed and mighty, King of kings and Lord
of lords and God of gods. In him there is light that shall not be extinguished

3 John 19, 26.

4 John 19, 27.
Sidohri 1 18!

(5] B b |1

7 Ex. 33,20,
8:CE, Rom. 1, 20!
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which is from the time before the world, he, whom no man has ever seen
or can see, to whom is glory and power for ever. Amen”?. The soul, too,
has form like the form of its flesh; it is not formless.

Ziamika’el said * before the King and the clergy of the Tabernacle (at the
royal camp), “God has no form like the form of man”. The King quoted
from the Orit'?, (the Books of) the Prophets, the Gospel and the Epistles,
(showing) that God has a form like that of man for he created man in his
image and likeness. Then the King said to Gamaloyal, “Now, judge between
Us and Zimika’el on the basis of what you have heard”. While (the following
people) were listening : Qdisis hasiy'' Ziakkarayas; Sdnarag masdre'* Tisfa
Misqil; Ligd déibtira'® Bifamon; "Agqabe Sdi'at'* Ammoha Lésayon;
G“etot zd-dibtira'®: Kirakos, Biahayla Soyon, "Amdd Mika’el, Zira
Haymanot, Yohanni and his brother Barok; Gdbare Sinnayat'®: Gibri
Iyyisus, Hozbd Anbisa, Hozbd Sayon and Né'ammon Bi'ab: G"etot zd-
diyagonat'” ;. Titimqd Midhan, Takla lyyasus, Gibrdi Minfds Qoaddus,
Samu’el, Aybas (?), dkd’ab (?), Zena Gibra'el, Gid(d)d Anbédsa and Bihayld
Giyorgis: all the deacons; all the clergy of the Tabernacle; the custodian(s)
of the church : G"etot Krastos Hare and Fore Misqil; from the Egyptians :
Yohannos of Birara '® of the Monastery of Débra dstifanos'® and Fadlalla *°

9 Cf., 1 Tim. 6, 14-16.

10 “The Law”, or “Octateuch™; see Ro. 2, 18ff,,

11 Father Confessor: found almost in every chronicle of Ethiopian Emperors.

12 Probably another form for Sarag masdre; elsewhere, . 1097 : Sanargi ... and Zdnargi ...

13 *Prevost of the Tabernacle”, a title not known today.

14 “Time Keeper” for the Emperor’s Schedules? Although he resides at the Emperor’s camp
apparently being in charge of ecclesiastical matters — he was the official head or abbot
of the Monastery of Dibri Hayq; for Ammoha Lisoyon, see J. Perruchon (ed.) Les
Chroniques de Zar'a Yd'eqob et de Ba'eda Mdryam, Paris 1893, p. 7. and Taddesse Tamrat,
“The Abbots of Dibrid-Hayq 1248-1535", Journal of Ethiopian Studies, vol. 8, no. 1 (1920,
p. 108.

15 Presumably “Seniors of the Débtdira or the priests serving at the chapel of the Royal Camp,
the Tabernacle.

16 Probably, “Social workers™, according to the Sinodos, Tidfdssohu waludand, no. 17, e.g.
Cod. Borg. 2, f. 12", For a description of Cod. Borg. 2, see S. Grébaut and E. Tisserant,
Codices Aethiopici Vaticani et Borgiani Barberinianus Orientalis 2 Rossianus 863, Bybliotheca
Vaticani 1935, pp. 767-782.

17 Apparently “*Senior deacons™ comparable to G'"efot zd-dibtdra see n. 15 above. Tatdmga
Midhan is mentioned elsewhere as a witness against Gamalayal who was accused by the
Emperor of anti-Maryam heresy, Getatchew Haile, “A Preliminary”, p. 218.

18 There were, apparently, two places by the same name one of which was a daughter
church/monastery of Dibri dstifanos, or else we have to assume that Yohannas belonged
equally to Birara as well as Dibrd dstifanos. For the identity of Barara one of which is
in Amhara land like Hayq, see Ludolf, Historia Aethiopica, Frankfort, 1681, L.I.C.3; and
1. Guidi (ed.) Annales Regis Iydsus I (Adyam Sagad), CSCO vol. 24, script. acth., t. 7
(1961), p. 78; for Bérara in the south, see O.G.S. Crawford, Ethiopian Itineraries c. 1400-
1524, Hakuyt Society, 1958, pp. 84-86.

19 Haygqg.

20 Al as.
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the Egyptian; Hstifanos the Noburd ad of Simay [i.e. Sime/Simiy] Yatbarik
the Noburd ad of Wagi; and Fore Kahon, the (choir) director of Dibri
Nig*adg*ad *', Gamaloyal said, ““I agree with Zimika’el as the Gospel said :
‘No one has ever seen God’; whom shall 1 say he looks like, if no one has
ever seen him?” The King said to him, “Do you abide by this statement?”
He said to him, “Yes, I do”. The King said, “Listen for me??, O clergy
of the Tabernacle, that he may not deny”. They said “We have heard”.
Then the King said :

Wasn't Christ incarnated? Wasn’t he born in a perfect form of man? Didn't he grow
up gradually to the size of perfect man? Didn’t he bear passion for our sake? Wasn't
he hit on the head with reeds? Wasn't he crucified on the cross? Wasn't he nailed by his
hands and feet? Didn’t he drink vinegar with gall? Didn't he taste death in flesh? Wasn't
he pierced on his side with a spear? Wasn't he buried in * a tomb? Didn’t he rise from
the dead? Didn’t he ascend to heaven? Didn't he sit on the right side of the Father?
If the Son of God is sitting on the side of the Father in a perfect form of man, which he
took from the perfect Virgin, do the forms of the Father and the Holy Spirit, who
were not incarnated, resemble the perfect form of man which is manifested in the Son
or they do not resemble it?

When Giimaloyal heard (this), he was terrified and was put to shame.
He did not know how to reply to the King. The King added :

If you say, “They do not resemble it”, you have alienated yourself from the (Christian)
law and you are not allowed to enter into the church and take the body and blood of
the incarnated Power because you added to the Trinity a form of a man that does not
resemble the forms of the Father and the Holy Spirit; you (thus) became a member
of the Quadrinitarians because you say in your mistaken thought which Satan produced
from your heart, ““In the form of his divinity, the Son resembles the Father and the
Holy Spirit, but in his human form he does not resemble them”. Behold, you made the
only Son into two persons, about whom John the Evangelist, seer of mysteries and the
Theologus, said, “And that word became flesh and dwelt in us and hid from us. We
have beheld his glory, as the glory of one who is an only one for his Father™ 23, Behold,
you have alienated yourself from the Gospel of the Kingdom which invited the faithful
to the wedding of the heavenly bride, which does not pass. Look for the Chalcedonians.
who share your belief, to roll down with them into the depth of hell when the only
Son shall say to them, “Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for
Satan and his angels™ 2%,

But we believe in and teach (his) Trinity in personification, without * addition, and
unity in rulership, authority, reign and governorship, without separation. The Father
has no form different from the form of man because he created man in his image and
his likeness; the Son’s form, too, is like that of the Father: and the form of the Holy

21 Most probably the church built by Zir'a Ya'aqob, Perruchon, Les Chroniques, pp. 52-53
and 83-84.

22 le., “Be my witnesses”.

23 Cf, John 1, 14.

24 Mat. 25, 41.
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Spirit is like those of the Father and the Son. They are equal in hypostasis without
infusion and wide without limitation. They look alike?®; their light is one; their divinity
is one; their kingdom is one; and their thought is one.

When the Son, one in the Trinity, willed to become a man for the salvation
of the world, he did not dwell in another form but in the form of man which
he created before in his image and likeness, so that what has been said in
the Orit might be fulfilled, “And God said, ‘Behold Adam has become
like one of us’”2°. Behold, God foretold the union of the humanity with
the divinity. John, too, said at the beginning of his Gospel *’, making (his)
word agree with that of the Orit, “And the word became flesh??2%. Con-
cerning (the fact) that God created the form of the palpable and visible
body of Adam in his image and likeness, the holy Orit makes it known
saying, “And God said, ‘Let us make man in our image and likeness’” .
It also says, “So God created man in the likeness of God™*°. Furthermore,
it says, to show that the form of the body of Adam which was created from
the earth from the ground was the image and likeness of God, “And God made
man of the earth from the ground™3'. Behold, God called the form of the
body of Adam, which he made from the earth from the ground, his image and
likeness. Having created, he breathed on him, because it says, ““He breathed
into his face the breath of life; and he became a living being, through the
spirit of life”32. To show that the form of the body of Adam, who was
created with a soul of the blood that dies when his blood is shed when slain,
is made after his form, God said in the Book of Jubilees, * T shall demand
the blood of man from everyone. He who sheds blood shall his blood be
shed, because he created Adam in the form of God”*?. The twelve Apostles,
too, including Paul who is their partner, testified that every member of the
body of man was formed after God’s form, they said in their Didasqalaya*,
“Moreover, it is not proper that we shave our beard nor change the nature
of man to another mode. If you do so, you alienate yourself from the
(Christian) law and become far from God who created you in his image

25 Lit., “Their appearance is one’’.

26" Gen. 3,192,

27 Lit., "beok™

28 Jn. 1, 14

29 Gen. 1, 26.

30 Cf., Gen. 1, 27.

31 Gen: 2,°7.

32 Ibid.

33 Jub. 7, 13; according to G. Schodde (tr.), The Book of Jubilees, Oberlin, Ohio 1888, p. 22,
it is in Jub. 6, 7: and to R.H. Charles, The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old
Testament, vol. I1, Oxford 1913, p. 21, Jub. 6, 7-8.

34 The Ethiopic Didascalia.
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and likeness’ **. And to show that the form of the body of man was formed
after the image of God, Paul said in his first Epistle to the country of Corinth,
“As for man, it is not right that he cover his head when he prays, for he is
the likeness and image of God™ 3°.

Behold, the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments tell that the form
of the body of man which can be seen and felt was formed after God’s
image which is hidden, invisible and impalpable. As for God in his natural
divinity, no one has ever seen him in the glory of his divinity, as John son of
Thunder said, ““No one has ever seen God”*’. When speaking about the
nature of the divinity of his Father whom no one has seen, the Son of God
himself said, ““No one has seen God the Father except him who is from
God; he has seen the Father”*®. As for the form of man in which the Son
was incarnated *°, he said — when Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father
and that shall satisfy us”, and when the Lord Jesus answered him — “Have
I been with you so long and yet you do not know me, Philip? He who has
seen me has seen my Father™#°.

Abandon, therefore, this teaching which you say, “The form of the body
of Adam was not formed after God’s”. The form of the body of Adam
is the image and the likeness of God. Come, believing in one Faith * —
Join us from the heart in one thought as the Apostle said, “And the end
of everything is that you join heart in one thought”*!. — let us invoke
John the Evangelist saying in one voice : Come to us today, on your holy
day, 0 John son of Thunder, John Theologus, John the Apocalypt, John
the beloved of the Lord, the prophet and the seer of mysteries, John the
virgin and the priest. Come to us today, this great day, your holy day, to
grant your blessing on us who invoke you and who celebrate your com-
memoration. Come to us today to give us the bread of life, breaking with
your holy hands and preparing the blood of the divinity, which give eternal
life to him who eats it and drinks it as your Lord said, ““He who eats my flesh
and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last
day”#2. (So said the Son) for whom be praise with his good Father and the
Holy Spirit, from eternity to eternity. Amen.

35 Introduction of the Didasqaloya; see Thomas Pell Platt (ed.), The Ethiopic Didascalia; or
the Ethiopic Version of the Apostolical Constitutions Received in the Church of Abyssinia,
London 1834, p. 7.

36CE.FCor. 1157,

37 John 1, 18.

38 Cf., John 6, 46.

39 Lit., “which the Son put on™.

40 In. 14, 8-9.

41 Cf., 1 Pet. 3, 8.

42 John 6, 54.
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Now let us come back to the earlier theme, to the heresy of Zamika’el,
to refute him because he denied the person(s) of the Trinity. He said,
“God has no form and man is not formed after God’s”. He said (this) in
the foolishness of his heart in the prayer which he ordered in his church. When
he sanctifies, he says three times, “Holy, holy, holy™, as he heard (it) from
(the Books of) the Prophets who (so) wrote, having heard when the angels
sanctify the Holy Trinity three times. But he himself does not believe in
the trinity of the Trinity in person(s) and form(s), but he denies the Holy
Trinity who said, ““Let us make man in our-image and likeness” *3, so that
we may know that we were created after God’s form. But Zimika’'el the
heretic, denying God’s form which is manifested in man, said, ‘“‘He should
not be likened to the image of creatures”. Furthermore, denying the person(s)
of the Trinity, he said, “'It is impossible to personify (the Trinity)”.

If God has no form, after whose form did the Son of God dwell in
the womb of the Virgin? And after whose form did he take** the form of
man? If the form of the divinity of the Son of God is different from that
of his humanity, and if the form(s) of the divinity and humanity of the Son
of God are not united, * as Ziamika’el the heretic says, behold, a fourth
form, (that) of humanity, is added on the Trinity. As for us, the children
of teaching of the Prophets and the Apostles, we say :

He first created Adam at the ancient time in the form of his divinity, in his image and
likeness. When he willed to be incarnated, he took from Mary the form of man which
he earlier made in his image and likeness and became one hypostasis in his divinity and
humanity.

As for making Adam in his image and likeness from the four elements,
listen to what is said in the book of Maccabees, “He took (a piece) from
the earth from the ground with his holy hands and mixed (it with) water,
fire and wind and created Adam in his own image and likeness”*3. The
Son of God took that same image and likeness, which he created with his
hands from the four elements, from Mary, with a spirit of life that speaks
and reasons. In the same image and likeness — body, blood, bone, hair
and tendon — he ascended into the heavens and sat on the right side of
his Father who resembles him in image and form, as Paul said to the
Philipians, “This is the image of the person of God”*®. As for us, we believe
that the form of the Father, the form of the Son and the form of the Holy
Spirit are each in its own person. He created us, too, in his image and
likeness. Glory to him from eternity to eternity. Amen.

43 Gen. 1, 26.

44 Lit., “put it on”, i.e., “was incarnated”,
45 III Macc. 4, 10.

46 Cf., Phil. 2, 6.



. 52

The Homily of Zir’a Ya'sqob in Honour of St. John the Evangelist, 165

Zamika’el, the heretic, also said, with "Asqa the traitor, ““The Son shall
come in the appearance of his incarnation; but the Father and the Holy
Spirit shall neither appear nor be known but in mind”. They say this placing
the Father and the Holy Spirit higher than the Son, not understanding
that the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit are equal without separation
and full without lack. But we believe in the coming of the Son with his
Father and his Holy Spirit to judge the living and the dead, as Our Lord
said through Matthew * the Evangelist, ““You will see the Son of man seated
at the right side of Power and coming with the cloud(s) of heaven”*’. He
also said, through Mark the Evangelist, “*Behold, you will see the Son of
man seated at the right side of Power and coming with the cloud(s) of
heaven”*8. He also said through Luke the Evangelist, ““As of now, you
will see the Son of man seated at the right side of the Power of God™*°.

And concerning the appearance of the divinity of Christ, these heretics
say, condemning their heart, “*As for the divinity, it shall never appear but
only the body which (Christ) took from us will”. They teach this to the
children of the Church pretending that they understand the Scriptures
because the eyes of their heart are struck with the dust of the mistakes of
Satan, so that they may neither see nor perceive what is said in the Sinodos,
order 66, in Tiifiissohu waludand>°, concerning the appearance of his divinity,
(how) the creatures shall see him as much as they can, and not in his perfect
divine majesty, “Let them not do any work on the holy day of Epiphany
because on this day appeared the divinity of Christ”. And it says also in
Sam“on Qdndnawi®!, “Let them rest on the day in which he was transfigured
on Mount Tabor; Our Lord Christ appeared and showed us the glory of
his divinity; and we, the Apostles, saw him, Moses and Elijah talking with
him” 32, Furthermore, he said in Sam’on Qdninawi>3, “Let them rest on
the day in which he was transfigured because Our Lord Christ appeared on
Mount Tabor and showed us the glory of his divinity; and we, the Apostles,
saw him with Moses and Elijah’ **. As for us, we say :

The divinity of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit is one. And on the day of his
(second) coming, the divinity of the Holy Trinity will appear, the humanity of the Son

47 Mt. 26, 64,

48 Mk. 14, 62.

49 Cf., Lk. 22, 69.

50 *“*Rejoice our children™, incipit of the section in the Sinodos, the Ethiopic Synodicon, where
the article quoted here is found; see, for example, Cod. Borg. 2, f. 44™.

51 “Simon Cananaeus”, incipit of the section of the quotation in the Sinodos, more precisely :
Sor‘atii kahniit zd-Sam’"on Qédndinawi.

52 Sarati kahndt zd-Sam’on Qénéinawi, no. 8, Cod. Borg. 2, . 96".

The incipit Sam‘on Qdnénawi, *Simon Cananaeus™ is usually preserved for the section of

the Sinodos from which the following quotation comes, see n. 54 below.

54 Sam’on Qdéndnawi, no. 4, Cod. Borg. 2, f. 77r.
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unseparated from divinity, and the divinity of the Father and the Holy Spirit undifferentiated
from that of the Son.

For this reason, we believe in the coming of the Son with his Father and
his Holy Spirit to judge the living and the dead and there shall be no end
to his reign>°. May he reward our Messiah, Zir'a Ya'aqob, whose regal
name is Q“astintinos, with a standing on his right side with all the blessed
of his Father, with all of us, his army, who kept his commandments. May
he [= Zir'a Ya'aqob] bring us forward as a present to the Holy Trinity,
our God, when the glory of his kingdom appears and is raised high over
us then, too, as it is now. May what is said, “Blessed is he who has a seed
in Sion and houses in Jerusalem’ >, be fulfilled on him. Amen.

As for those heretics who say * that of the Son shall come appearing
in his human capacity but the Father and the Holy Spirit shall not be
known but in mind because they are full everywhere and shall, therefore,
never appear, may they receive a share with all the wicked who shall stand
on his left side with Satan their angel. Amen. May he say to them, “Depart
from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire” 7. Amen. Amen. May it so be.

55 GE; Nicehe Ereed.
56 Cf., Isa. 31, 9.
57 Mat. 25, 41.



