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An Update the Syrı1ac MSS Collections
in oOu Indıa

Durıng November and December, 1985, ıth the a1d of Prof. Van der
Ploeg’s The Syriac Manuscript of St Thomas Christians (Bangalore, and
the help of INan Y eranıte Chrıstians, ıth specıal thanks Dr aCOo
Thekeparampıl of the Ephrem Ecumenıical]l Research Instıtute, Kottayam,
the author of thıs artıcle Was able inspect almost all the known Syriac
MSS In Kerala In the DITOCC5SS, approxımately fıfty unregıistered MSS WCIC

oun includıng the FeceNUY Orme!' collection al the St TIThomas Apostolıc
Seminary, 1C Was nOoTt mentioned Dy Prof. Van der oeg

Though the relatıvely prıvate lıbrarıes such d those of the Konat famıly In
ampakuda OT the aldean Syrian Metropolıtan’s Palace, Triıchur, have NOTL
hanged, ıt AaDPCAIS that OVCTI the ast decade OT less, there has een eflort
Dy the larger ecclesiastical instıtutions acquıre Syriac MSS In the possession
of indıvıduals and churches. hıs resulte ın the author’s findıng Man Y MSS
nOoT mentioned by Prof. Van der oeg

Not all the approxımately ffty Syriac MSS noTL registered by Prof. Van der
oeg ll be mentioned. Many ATC serviıice 00 of recent date. and i{ 1S these
that 111 nOoTt be mentioned indıvıdually.

AatNolıc Bishop’s House, Trichur

Sr dIC everal ervıice 00 ere nOoL mentioned by Prof. Van der oeg,
possıbly due theır ınımal iImportance. However, ONC needs {O be INeCN-
t1ioned Aas there seemed be specıal interest In ıt Al the Bıshop's House. ere
Was COMMEeNntT wrıtten In ıt "very prec10us’””. Thıs 1S Sth CENLUTY CODY of
the naphora of al and Marı ollowe' Dy selection of pushake

irom the New Testament.



209Miıtteilungen

The Monastery of Joseph, Mannanam

Here the author found S1X 1DI1Ca and exeget!cal MSS

Ser No 59 Commentary the Apocalypse. 6’3 1/2„’ 18 lınes/pg.;
plus ONC an DARC al each end; 9th cent Iranslated from Latın
Ser No 2094 Scholia the eadings IN the 00 IN the Holy Gospels of
Matthew, Mark Luke and John from the Blessed Dionysius (Bar Salıbı).

1/2” 8” 19 lınes/pg.; 386 18th/19th cent
Ser No 2095 cCts and Commentary the Apocalypse.
18 lınes/pg.; 208 cts 1-134:; Commentary: 139-195; 18th/19th
cent olophon: D book Was wrıtten Dy the an of the you
Thomas, SON of the Mock of the church of Palı (d%ply).
Ser No 2096 Catechism and The ook of the Blessed 285 ff.: Sth
cent Catechism: 1-114; 1150785
Ser No 2527 AaAtNolıc and Pauline ‚pistles and Commentar y the
Psalms of the Blessed AVL 3/4” 15 lınes/pg.; 414 f1. pıstles:

1-346; Commentary: n 347:414 olophon: ““Wrıitten Dy Phılıp, the
priest, January / 1730, Wednesday.”
00 of the Old Testament. 8” 19-20 lınes/pg.; 326 UE 1 /th/18th
cent C'ontaıns o Jesus ben Sıra: 1, 11 Samuel; Proverbs:;: Joshua;
Qohelet, and uth The has 1Drary number. Though there AL

ınleren ands, the 1S the Sd1Ille throughout.

Syrian Orthodox Seminar y Kottayam

Here the author Was appYy find VGL thırty M5S, MOST of 1C ATeC ervıice
00 of recent ate ere dIC four worthy of mentıon ere

l 224 Four Gospels 1/ d  Ö fa 17 lınes/pg.; 266 11.: Sth cent
TOmM the Church of St George ın Perthuppally. Appears er than MS
294 eI0W

226 Various exegetical wWworks. V XE  9 4-15 lınes/pg., In
ınileren ands; 19th/20th cent. Contents:

Fol la Nuhara the Gospel.
Fol 4a “A lıttle from the lıyvıng words of sort  27
Fol 5a L‘A lıttle from the Interpretation of the Gospel. ” Ephrem,
Dıonysius bar Salıbı, Mar aCOo (of Edessa), John Chrysostom, and
OS bar epha AdIC quoted.
Fol 77a “A lıttle irom the Interpretations of Mark the Evangelıst.”
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Fol 939 “A lıttle from the Interpretations of Luke the Preacher.”
Fol 1/a “A lıttle from the Interpretations of John the Evangelıst.”
Fol 362a Interpretation of the of the Prophets.”
Fol AT ‘“ From the Canons of the postles and the Holy Fathers.”
Fol 3099 ““Questions from the Book of the Law
294 Acts 15 lınes/pg.; 501 T TOM the

Church of George ıIn Perthuppally (eT, MS 222 above)
V ariıous works DYy OS; har epha 3/ ”x73  A FS

lınes/pg.; 536 19th/20th cent Contents:
““Concerning Baptısm.

28 ““Concerning the OQurbana.”
1633) p ““Concerning the Holy Feast of Our Incarnate 160

4) p 183 ““Concerning the Hıstory of the Coming of the Magı  9
5).D 200 “Concerning the Feast of ıght.”
6) p 247) “Concerning the Feast of the Resurrection. ”
/)D D7 “Concerning the Day of Sunday. ”
8) p 280 “Concermnm»? the Brass Censer.”
9) D 282 ““Concerning ona the Prophet  29

28510) “Concerning Sımon the Aged wh Received Our Lord upDON hıs
Arms iın the Jemple.‘

11) 290 ““Concerning Melchisedec the Priest.”
12) 295 Hıstory of OS bar epha  vr
13) 298 Cause of the Feast of the Consecration of the Churc
14) 30)3 ““Concerning the Agreement of the Evangelısts. ” hıs secti1on

ends ıth en of the nuhara concerning the five mysterı1es, ” yel
there be Trea In the text

15) 338 “Concerning the Washıng of the Sacramental Mysterı1es. ”
16) 355 “Concerning the Eve of the Crucihxion. ”
17) 4°7)() “ Memra concerning (the holy feast of) Palm Sunday

f Thomas Apostolic Seminary, Vadavathoor, Kottayam

Here the author found 33 ell cared for Syriac manuscrıpts In the lıbrary All
of these ave een collected iın the ast everal]l Yy' and thus escaped notıice
by Prof. Van der oeg, whose extensiıve travels WEeTC made In the 1960’s and
19/0’s Here only the ILHOTC sıgnıfıcant 00 111 be mentioned ere ATC

slıps Dy Prof. Saunders and others ıIn SOMEC of the 11Sss

003 The Four Gospels In the esNnNıtta Version. 51/ I7  8”’ 16
lınes/pg.; 18th/19th cent No colophon the end of MS 1s
damaged Nıce clear Syrian hand



J1Mıtteilungen

MS 007 Miscellaneous cholia Psalms and from Daniel of
Psalms 8” e lınes/pg.; 111 @: 9th cent MS of

TIrıyandrum Arc  ıshop’s house (see Van der 0eg, Syriac MSS, 91)
MS 014 Psalms A in the aldean brevlary. 3/4„ 1/2”’ 13 lınes/pg.;
5S44$:; 18th/19th cent Incomplete and improperly arranged.
Comment: “Sınce SOMEC qganonı chow dıfferences ıth the existing OINCS, ıt

be rather 29
016 or treatıses VArLQ0USs Christian tODILCS. 18 lınes/pg.; 291 f

Sth cent Comment: ıkely translatıon from SOTINC Latın work-at least
adaptatıon from . elonge Fr rayathınal.

MS 017 Varıious works. d  O; 18 lınes 2071.: 9th cent

Beginning from Oll10 10v selecte: questions the from shodad of
Merv, the Interpreter, Mar Aha, Dadısho, GI6.. quest1ons from Genes1Is:
DOECWMTY; CanoNs from aCODITe patrıarch Mar AaDTr1ShAO and the reDIY;
eX from etters of Mar shoJa  9 metropolıtan of TON: ‘On the
Seven Sacraments’” by Petrus Qumis; MISC. theologıca works.
MS 018 Book of Paradise Dy Abdısho of Soba 1/ ”X  A  q 18
lınes/pg.; 158 . 9th CeNtury elonge Fr Arayathınal.

019 S VrIaC Grammar copled from the texi publıshed in 636 al the
Maronıite College of Rome (Cf. Assemanı, Bibliotheca Orientalis
552.3) and Fifteen Madrashe Humaility by Mar Ephrem, the S yrian,

OQOUYT holy Father S  Ö 99 11.: 9th cent Fırst part 1s 19 1 and
second part, 1S in later hand elonge: tO Fr Arayathınal.

020 Commentary the Four Gospels Dy shodad of Merv. 3/4„
19 ınes/pg.; 194 E: Sth cent elonge LO Fr Arayathınal. Thıs

1S probably referred LO Dy Van der oeg (Syriac MSS, 180)
022 Grammar In Ephrem-like Poetry for oung Men Pure of Mind.

1/2” 1/2”, lınes/pg.; T 18th/19th Cent

10) MS 027 ook of the Explanations of Christian Doctrine (Catechısm by
Joseph udo 1/2„ 101/ ”’ lınes/pg.; 695 Copıied Dy Joseph of
Thurthipallı, Palı, In 8XO) Translated by Joseph udo from Arabıc
Syriac ın 843

11) 104 Psalms of David and C(’anons. 5” 79” 18 lınes/pg.; 9th cent

olophon: STA book Was wrıtten and completed in YyWaY (Alwaye?)
Dy the an of the er Kurılakos, called ‘Manna’, member of the
parısh church of Cherpunkal.”

12) Accession No Grammar of the S VFLAC anguage Dy IsaacC Gl
1droun, Maronıite from Lebanon 29 1/4„ ß 19 lınes/pg.; 130:
9th cent Copied from text printed in Rome ın 636

Because of the interest in collecting MSS by the larger institutions and the
resulting fact that ere 1s 1st of Nan y INOTEC manuscrıpts than WEIC SCCI1 by
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Profi. Van der oeg, in all probabiılıty there 111 surface EVCNMN INOTEC Syriac
manuscrıpts from places and indıvıduals unknown al the present Dr e_
parampıl, of the Ephrem Ecumenical Research Institute, told the author
that he WOU 1ıke miıicrofilm all the Keralıte Syriac MSS and thus be able

make them avaılable the scholarly world al arge. Thıs WOU be
contrıbution. Wıth few notabhle exceptions“, the Syriac MSS dIC not Oold:
however, AaNyONC oıng Oroug. study the (exL of the (T an Y
patrıstic work mMust consult these MSS Only Ooroug study of these
mMmonuments LO indıgenous Indıan Syrıan Chrıistianıty 111 revea] theır ecreis

For LLNOTC detaıled ınformatıon thıs collection, SC McConaughy, ““Syriac Manuscrıipts
ın South Indıa The Lıbrary of the St TIThomas Apostolıc Seminary, ” OCP 522 986) 432-434
In Trıichur, there 15 CODY of the Nomocanon of Abdısho of Soba ate' May 1 $ 302 in
the 1brary of Mar prem. In the ona lıbrary in ampakuda there 15 the oldest of
Barhebraeus’ Nomocanon, copıjed In 29) See Van der Ploeg, S VFrLAC MSS, 139, 163


