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DANIEL CCONAUGHY

The Syrı1ac Manuscrıipts in the Coptic Museum, Calro

In December, 1985, after Just havıng arrıved ın England from itınerary
that took from Z2yp 1a In search of Syriac manuscrı1pts, Was

sharıng I Y finds and experliences ıth Dr Sebastıan TOC al the Universıity
of Oxford Was Dr TOC wh mentioned LO that there WCCIC Syriıac
manuscrıpts In the Coptic Museum In (C31ro6 whiıich he had noL een able
SCC for hımself durıng previ1ous visıt of hIs OW when WAas able
return LO ZYyYp ın January, 1986, made the Coptıic Museum, ın Old Ca1ro,

priority visıt. ere Was cordıally and warmly rece1ved and helped Dy
the Dırector, Dr (jJawdat abra, and am Semiha. the lovely keeper of
the manuscrIıpts. Dr Brock’s ead Ore irult, and Was abhle examıne the
Syriac manuscrıpts. AIl of the manuscrı1pts AIiIC enclosed between pIeCeEs of
glass OT clear plastıc except MS 032

The followıng descr1ıption of the Syriac manuscrıpts 1S but SMa en-
dum the arge collection Öl manuscrıpts al the Coptic Museum,
1C number the famous Nag Hammadı Coptic Dapyrı
MS 2585 Theological fragments. Tee parchment ragments: ragment

14a 1S 3/4„ 6” and be antı-Nestorian work.
ruberic reads: 1 ma am

and urther OoOWN read: DAa Aaß
ragmen 14b 3/477 1/4„ and ragment 14c INCa-

1/2” 377 They AdIC wrıtten ıIn Estrangelo scr1pt of the
&th OT Oth entury

2586 MatthewA IN the Aarkliean Version. Part of parch-
ment DascC wrıtten In [WO columns measurıng 1/ ”X41
(almost half fol10) Thıs ragment 15 missıng portion LO
Brıitish Museum Add F7 124, ate 234

258 Ta-C Liturgical fragments. Fragments and dIC and GASUTE

5 1/2” x 9° and AIC In VerYy ate Estrangelo scr1pt (12/13
century?). TIhe firagments of part dIC also and 5„ 5„
and 2’3 3” and ATC ın VCI y ate Serta scr1pt.

MS 2598 V arious fragments. One Dasc has, ..  end of COIN-

cerning the artyr Stephen Dy Mar aCOo (of Ser
27600 7T woO folios. 3 1/2” X 4!! in ater century ”?) West

Syrıan Serta scr1pt. 18-20 lınes/page
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2601 Liturgical fragments. 1ve fol10s measurıng 3/4„ 1/2”
and wrıtten In late (18th/19th century Serta scr1pt. Pa
lınes/page.

ö2 MäAAaAasN1 Ä.\1 msn2602 Jacob of erug
Ten parchment folı10s ın clear Estrangelo hand Delongıng
British Museum Add ate LO the 7th OT &th CENTULYV.

oftfe al the end of Add reads: quıre missıng after
fol /3 SO torn con]jJugate paır of leaves ICS enclosıng fol10s
8-13) Was Ooun loose DYy Mr Evelyn-Whıte al the Convent of
the Syriıans In the ıtrıan Desert ıIn the spring of 921
The foll10s aAaTIc iın g00d condıtıon, and, for the mOSstT part, ATIC

quıte eg1ble, eXCepL for the °torn con]jJugate paır of leaves.”
2690 Liturgical fext Iwo parchment {O110S, 8” wrıtten ın

West Syrıan Serta of the Oth OT 14 CEHNLUTV. 9-20 lınes/page.
2693 The History of the Man of God from Rome EXIUS Romanus).

An extremely ancıent parchment ragment from the Mirst part of
thıs work. Thıs Oll0 15 In VCLY FA format; ıt 1S wrıtten ın
three columns. It 1/2” 1/277 and 1S wrıtten ın the
mMOSstT archaıc Lype of Estrangelo scr1pt, datıng the Sth OT 6th
CeENTLUTY, remindıng ONC of British Museum Add ate:
411 er AIC 36-38 lınes/page. The texi corresponds
the (exti of Dagc I lıne 15 Dagc ı1, lıne 16 ö Arthur Amıaud’s
La Legende yriaque de Saint Alexis L‘:Homme de Dieu (Parıs,

However, ONC of the descr1ptions of the MSS cıted by
Amıaud match thıs Ol1l0 1S certamly ONeC of the oldest ıf nNnOTL
the oldest mMmOonumen thıs hagiographical text

032 ook of the Service of Mass ıIn Garshunıi. hıs of
311 folı10s measurıng 6” 8”, 1S from the Oth Century and Wdas

taken from Oallaka Church in Calro. Though the bulk of
the codex 1S in Garshunıi, there aTeC Syriac secti1ons: Oll0 la has
the dedicatıon iın Syrıiac. Folı0s a_ contaın Varlous
PTrayCIrs and sedre.

Wıthout ou SOIMNC of these MSS dIC iragments from the 2r storehouse
of Syri1ac manuscrı1pts, Deır el-Suryan, such ASs MS 27586 and 2602 ere
dIC probably others AS ell

Ancıent manuscrı1pts often travel along Man Yy CITrCUltOuUSs and hıdden routes
As time DAaSsSCS; unknown manuscrı1pts 11l CINCT SC from theır hıdıng places
into the VIEW of scholarshıp, rngıng startlıng surprIises and unknown
OUTICCS ZYp 1S incredıble house of antıquity and ST1 ylelds her

The author had the excıtement of discovering missıng folıo of the Old Syriac text of
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treasures and ecreits those wh probe, especılally the ess travelled
byways Father Samuel, monk and cholar al Deır el-Suryan, told of
excavatlıons of SOTINC of the rulns of monasterlies iın the Wadı-el-Natrun that
WOU be takıng place in the NCAar future. oss1ıbly these ll yıeld INOTEC riches
of ancıent manuscrı1pts.

Luke O:'1351F51 See McConaughy, “A ecently Diıiscovered Ooll10 of the Old Syriac
ext of uke 6.BALL- Bibhlica 68,1 (1987) 8 5-90) (Includes facsımıles.)


