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The Syriac Letter-  Orms of JTur Abdın and Envırons

“TÜI' Abdın and Envırons’ designates reg1on between the present Syrian-
Turkısh border al Qamıiıshlıye/Nusaybın and the curving COUTSC of the Tigrıs
between Dıyarbakır and (ızre In south-eastern Turkey. usaybın 1sıbıs
contaıned Christians firom early ate Its Lourth-century bıshops WEIG

W In the land; ıt 1S probably they who encouraged the monks tO colonıze
and CONvert the hıghlands the nor Thıs they dıd thoroughly hat
hardly Da remaıns of the former eCu By ancıent
Christian bulldıngs survıved into the slamıc per10d; indeed, Man Y of those
standıng oday WCIC ul under the T°a TOmM 363 the AdICcd WAas the
urthes eastern bulwark of the Roman empıre, dominated., after the loss of
Nısıbıs the Persians, Dy mM1 ıyarbakır); ASs such ıt enjoyed
certaın general fame. eing mentioned Dy Ammianus Marcellınus, SOozome-
NOS, Prokopi10s, Theophylaktos Sımokattes and others. mperl1a benefactions
{O the 16 monastery a1C recorded ıIn the early fifth CeENLUTY and agaın ın the
early sixth CeNtury The reg1on Was relatıvely PDTOSDCTOUS agaın under the
mmayads; but Abbasıd rule brought creatıve uılldıng LO en! around

Thereafter geographıca isolatıon al' the ancıent Aramaean
inhabıtants LO urviıve In theır wholly ÖT partly Christian villages untıl the
present CeNturYy; but populatıon draın of recent ate towards ““the West”
has brought thıs Tarec culture near-extinction. More detaıl and urther
lıterature Can be OoOun In Andrew Palmer., Monk and Mason the T igris
Frontier : The arty History of Iur In, Universıity of Cambrıdge Orilental
Publıcations, 30 (Cambrıdge, and elga Anschütz, Die syrischen Christen
VO.: T ur Abdın FEine altchristliche Bevölkerungsgruppe zwischen Beharrung,
Stagnation un Auflösung, Das Ostilıche Chrıistentum, n.FE 34 (Würzburg,
1984; reprinted al the ar-Hebraeus Verlag, Glanerbrugstraat 33, 1585
Glane/Losser, NL)

The present rticle 1s the fourth of ser1es of studıes devoted the
palaeography and epigraphy of the reg1o0n. My C OTpus of \SyriaC] Inser1p-
t10ns from JTur Abdin and Envırons’, (198/), 53-1 (reference
numbers 1-20, 1-13, 1.14 and 1-15, extensıively ıllustrated) forms
prelımınary collection of pre-Ottoman Syriac Inscr1ptions be sed ıth
H. Pognon, Inscriptions semitiques de la yrIe, de la Mesopotamie el de la
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region de Mossoul (Parıs, reference numbers 22-35, S 54,; 65-
A P. 92-5, and P.97/-116 (ıllustrated Dy drawıngs only)* My ‘“ Ep1igraphic
Dıction of Tuür Ahbdın and Envırons”, (1988) 115-124, 1S ase‘

the above combinatıon of publıshed inscr1ptions and should A

gulde tO the lıngulstic conventlions and, In SOTINC E LO the date of
inscr1ptions yel be publıshed. My Monk and Mason the [ igris frontier
(see above) contaıns appendi1x, exploring the hıistorical sıgnıficance of these
inser1ptions, and index tO all aspecCts of the early hıstory of Tür Abdın
Here intend LO analyze the letter-forms In the HI6 inscr1ptions, In order LO

g1ve epıgraphers SOTNC chronological guldelınes In studyıng the undated
inscr1ptions IC remaın tO be OUnNn: The realızatıon that SOMMC inscr1ptions
of the CIEeven CeNLurYy and after ATC be connected ıth revıival of the
called Estrangelo callıgraphy In manuscrıpt codices and IN Y convıction,
argued In the ppendix to INY book, that the early inscr1ıptions of Tur Abdın
WEeEIC produced, NnOTL Dy professional INAaSONS, but Dy men accustomed LO the
quı1 OT the reed-pen, led broaden IMY investigatiıon $ ıIn
provısıonal INANNCTI, kınd of Syriac letter-frorm In the A1ICa

The regional emphasıs 1s HC  S In Syriac palaeography, but ıt needs
pOology, SINCEe ıt has proved essentıial In Tee and Latın palaeography and
epıgraphy. As far AS epıgraphy 1S CoNGcerned: WOU 1ıke CVCNMN further,
and uggest that, ıke dıalects, letter-forms Cal er from village village
and from monasterYy LO mONaSTETY. In everal the epiıgraphic production
of ONC communıty 1s concentrated ONC OT [WO monument: GT number
of centurIies, that, to ame ONC example, the letter-forms of the eighth-
CENLUrY inscr1ptions the conventual church of the mONaSsteTrYy of Mor aCo
the Recluse outsıde the vıllage of ala MaY ave een sed ASs model for
the tenth- and eleventh-century inscr1ptions that church

Some inscr1pti1ons ATC paınted TIC OT plaster (dipinti) and
reflect VEILIYy closely hat must ave een the scr1pt sed ın codıices al the time.
Unfortunately INanYy of the Estrangelo codıces themselves ave perıshed, the
earlıest ave from Jur Abdıin eing of the eleven Century. Another
medium 1S plaster, moulded 1le wel into the forms of VEr Y arge etters
the ceilıng of [OOTN OT the undersıde of arch: ere ıt 1S possıble hat the
ser1bes wh turned theır hand LO thıs work translated the mınute muscular
OoOvements they had earned into visıble changes of angle, 1C WOU be
turned nto smooth CUIVCS maller scale Dy the HNow of 1in and the
| For g00d 1CAdSON omıtted P. 33-5, F 53 P. 54 and P _ 972-4 from 1ıst the

beginning of N Corpus of Insceriptions... , OrChr (1987) D D3: take thıs opportunıty
of correcting SOTNC miısprints In that artıcle : Ior O! read E/GOMAL ; (p 51) for
1085/5 read 1084/5; (p 91) for dead read deed; (p 92) for [and acclept read |and acclept Ü
(p 116) for r(A'\\r(ß, read Ka Lihrda; (p 134) for 1102/3, read 11723 (ibid.) for Rublel,
read Rubel.
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Nexion of the nıb As for the inscr1ptions engraved ıth chısel, SOTNEC of
them ATC remarkably nne; others dIC clumsy, and In such ıf 1S pOssı
hat abnormal letter-forms MaYy have een unıntentional.

Datıng Inscr1pti1ons the evidence of theır letter-forms 1S harder han
m1g be supposed, partly because of the paucıty of ate' examples, but
chiefly because of the cConservatısm characteristic of isolated AdIcCca But
before present the results of IN Y analysıs letter by jetter. from LAF {O TAW,
let recapıtulate what 1S known about the hıstory of the crıbal arts In Tur
Abdın, SINCE that mMust be the background OUT investigation.

Around 30() [WO famous Sscr1bes. Samuel and Jonathan, eft the monastery
of the Edessenes outsıde mı1 Jo1m 11C  S communıty around John
Urtoyo, the hermiıt, outsıde the Sdadmnle CIty: they WeTC hus co-founders wıth
John of the monastıc house lO iCc John of Ephesus elonge In the sıxth
CeNTLUTY. When he down the tradıtiıon of thıs monastery concerning ıts
founders iın about 565 he CON boast hat it still possessed cCOodiıces produce
by Samuel and nathan®* Edessa, the cCıty after IC theır former d5-

LerYy Was named, Was the dominant force In the WOT of Syriac book-
production al hat time, 1t 1S nNOTL surprisiıng hat the ate fourth- and early
iıfth-century manuscrıpts of Edessa and of mMl resemble OTIC another
closely mı1 ıIn turn must have been; after the OSS of Nısıbıs, the 16
SOUTCEC of infÄuence callıgraphy In Tur Abdın:;: but influence from ACTOSS
the Persian border cCannot een rule: Oouf, SInCe there Was certamly contact,
albeıt onfiıned LO polemics, between the 16 MONaAaSTeETY the plateau and
Nestorıian mONaSsierYy the southern escarpment around 6004+ Besıdes.
refugees from Byzantıne relıg10us persecution ul consıderable COMMUNI-
t1es, predomiınantly of monastıc character, In Persian terrıtories bordering

Tur Abdın durıng the SIxth CeNtLUrYy and the indications dIC that ordınary
monks COUuU Dass the border freely In time of peace .

In the ate seventh and early eıghth Century enCOunNnter Sımeon of the
Olıves, en1gmatıc gure half saınt, half entrepreneur who sed hıs
infÄuence wıth the rab authoriıties and the Syrıan Orthodox patrıarch
invest In urban development and tO dırect the ANow of cash hıs OW

moONnastery, Qartmin, In the heart of Tur Abdin Thıs dıversiıon of urban

John of Ephesus, Lives of the eastern saıints, ed E.W.Brooks, EL 18.4, 19.2 (1923-5), ıth
Englısh translatıon chapter

Hatch, An album of dated SYriaC manuscripts, Monumenta palaeographica velera, 7nd
ser1es (Boston, plates and II1
Thomas of Marga, The o0k of Governors, I1 (ed Wallıs Budge, London, 1893, p. DO;
ed Bedjan, Parıs, 1901,
See Monk and Mason, chapter ' Monastıc rıvalrıes’”.
Elıjah, Life of John of Tella, ed Brooks, Vitae Yırorum apud monophysitas celeberrimo-
Fum, SCO tex(i, and Latın translatıon (1907) T (Syrıac)



The Syriac etter-  Orms of Jur "Abdın and Envırons

wealth MaY explaın the rich archıtecture of the plateau In the eıghth entury
Sımeon enriched the 1brary of the CYV of Qartmın wıth LIHOLE than
180 volumes., SOMNC of hem copıed by hımself, others by Mor Danıel of
endir: (a viıllage iın Jur Abdın) and by h1s pupıls Tımothy, Job and Iyor,
all prieste monks from Habsenus (Sımeon’s OW village, Car Kendirı1b),
others agaın by Joshua, Sımeon and Hoye, monks of Kfartevno, monastery
outsıde the gate of Harran, Calr Edessa (Sımeon of the Olıves Was made
bıshop of Harran) He 1S Creadite ıth the introduction tOo JTür Abdın of the
practice of “"readıng wıth polnts”, Dy IC should understand ““dıiacrıtical
pomnts’”: possıbly, 4as SCC, the poılnts ın question WeEITIC East-Syrıan
devıce, earned by Sımeon duriıng ONC of hIs sSOJourns ıIn the former Persian
terriıtories

In the later tenth CeNLUrYy monastıc settlers from Tur Abdin WEIC

the West Syrians wh migrate LO elıtene after ıts reconquest Dy the
Byzantınes; Man Yy other settlers Came from Tagrıt and other of Irag.
Around 000 there Was revive the ancıent Estrangeloö scr1pt ın
ifs purıty, orıginatıng apparently ın Melıtene, perhaps hrough the personal
influence of the patrıarch, Athanasıus V, who MaYy hımself ave een natıve
of ala In Tur Abdin In record made al the Abbey of Qartmın the
callıgraphiıc revival 1S attrıbuted LO John [of Beth Svırına]l, wh Was ordaıned
Dy the Samne patrıarch ASs bıshop of Tur Abdın. Thıs John had nephew called
Emmanwuel, who ...  WAas g1ven the perfect of callıgraphy” and bequeathed
SseventYy codıces the CYV of Qartmın, where he worked Of these
survıved ın 1169; and the Syriıan TIANOdCdOX patrıarch, Afrem Barsawm, attests
the survıval of [WO codices wriıtten Dy Emmanuel into the twentieth CenNtury®.

One of these 1S the Berlın Sachau 304, 110 in East Berlın (Plate
Sachau hımself doubted the attrıbution of thıs manuscrıpt Emmanuel and
ate ıt the thırteenth CENTUTY. Hıs datıng 1S ase the sımılarıty

The Life of Sımeon of the Olives Dy Job of Habsenus has undergone number of interpola-
t10Ns: SCC analysıs in Monk and Mason, chapter a section free transcription 18 printed
Dy Bıshop P, H. Dolabanı, History of the Holy Abbey of Qartmin |Syriac] (Mardın,

from thıs ıf has been summarızed by TOC ın OstkSt 28 (1979), 74-9
ave photographs of the Mardın (Syr. f} 8.259, which Was used by Dolabanı
Gregory Barhebraeus, Chronicon eccleciasticum, ed W Abbeloos and JN Lamy OuVvaın,
1872-77), vol 8 COIs  Ö  9 translated In ‘Charting Undercurrents OrChr (1986),
D, 53 ıth SOINEC COMMENTIS the texti and the Or1g1ns of the callıgraphiıc reviıval: ar-
SAaWIMN, Monograph the region of Iur Ahdın [Syriac] (Lebanon, 1964:; reprinted ın 985 al the
Bar-Hebraeus Verlag), p. 93; id., Histoire des SCIENCES el de la litterature Syriaque |Arabıc
(Aleppo, 1956* }, pp. 28 and 367 the second manuscrıpt Was ın the mONastery of St Mark ın
Jerusalem and 15 L1O0W numbered In the Syrian Orthodox Patrıarchate Damascus;
O. Parry, SIX months In Syrian monaster y (London, D: 337, claıms have SCCIM

Gospel-Book the Safiron Monastery wriıtten 1044 Dy ‘“Bıshop John of Mor Gabriel” (but
Qartmin Abbey Was nOoTt yel called °Mor Gabriel” In the eleventh century SCC Monk and
Mason, chapter 5? NnOTtes 5 / and 58)
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between Sachau 304 and Sachau 322 of 1240/1, 1CcC 1S definıtely from Tur
Abdıiın Thıs VeETIY sımılarıty, 16 15 VeEIY strıkıng, Aargucs hat Sachau
304 Irom the SaJImne dıstrıct and monastıc milıeu; yel Sachau’s argumen
agaınst the attrıbution LO Emmanuel resits the assertion that Sachau
304 mMust be East-Syrıan lectionary, because (1) ıt contaıns predomiınantly
eastern saınts’ and (2) ıt Was restored Dy Nestorıian 00  inder?

Oofe fol 195a, ın the hand of Nalmo of Gasluna, who restored the
bındıng, reads:

“Thıs Holy ospel Was written Out Dy Emmanwuel, monk and| deacon, the SO  —; of the
brother of John, bıshop of the holy abbey of Qartmın and of Tur Abdın SIC

The followıng olı0, 1C 1S the last. bears oftfe explaınıng that four quıres
WeTC burned by ‘““certaın indıviduals” (Or perhaps, by ““solıtarıes”). The MmMOST
obvious explanatıon 1S hat Nalmo OUN! the 1C WeTC

beyond repaır ONC bearıng Emmanuel’s orıgıinal colophon and copıed thıs Out
fol 95a before destroyıng ıt He Was al In hıs transcrıption, CVCN

the extient of callıng Qartmın, IC Wads Syrian rthodox, n  K More-
OVCET, the spellıng of Tur Abdın ıth LAF instead of 1S known Ooniy from d
few wıtnesses In Tur Abdıin ıtself between the ate nınth and the early
thırteenth centurjes!1© I0 maıntaın hat thıs colophon 1S {Orgery should
have SUDDOSC that Nalmo dıd deal of research make it
convincıng 0)8l  @ Emmanuel Was indeed known Irom the Chronicle of arhe-
braeus, but Barhebraeus 0€Ss nOTL Sa Y hat Emmanuel Was deacon, 91078 that
h1s uncle Was bıshop of JTür Abdın, a  oug thıs Was hıs ofhicıal tıtle
Emmanuel Was indeed deacon, d 1S shown Dy the only sSurviving colophon
In hIs hand., that of the second codex sıgnalled by Barsawm : Damascus,
Syrian TLINOdCOX Patrıarchate, 1 ven ıf such elaborate fgrgery

E. Sachau, Die Handschriftenverzeichnisse der Königlichen Bibliothek Berlin, AA Ver-
zeichntis der syrischen Handschriften (Berlın, No 14, D.Z7 J. Leroy, Les Manuscrits
SYFLAques peintures CONSErves dans les bibliotheques d’Europe d’Orient (Parıs, Plates
I 128 and 126 represent (ın black and whıte) SOTINEC of the splendıd naıve mınıatures, whiıich
must be attrıbuted, the authorıty of Barhebraeus, Emmanwuel’s brother Nıhe; Leroy’s
version of the colophon (p 370) 15 inaccurate.
See “Corpus of Inseriptions OrChr (1987) 8 Barsawm, Monograph, pp  -
the Life of Phıloxenos of Mabbugh, In Harvard Syriac 38, foll (Dr TOC
DaVC CODY of h1is transcerıption of thıs eX the legend concerning John of K{ifone, ın
Parıs, Bıblıotheque Natıonale, syrı1aque 379, foll a-6a Grafhn, S} made transcr1ıp-
tion of thıs iragment for me); manuscript Anhel dated 710 (see ote 21)
The colophon of Dam Syr rth Wds copıed Ouft Dy the author of hand-wrıtten
catalogue iın Syriac, translated into Arabıc in bıography of the patrıarch Aifirem Barsawm Dy
Metropolıtan ulos Bahnam (see OrChr (1978) 203, and acuch, Geschichte
der spdt- und neusyrischen Literatur (Berlin/New York, p.441, n. 94) The orıgıinal
Syriac reads ollows: \c\.J;< arı r“ 12 10 L IAQ /.:L.
715 An Aanzı '\\.\Ä A m‘ 123105 m_ IaAAaAD r<r —n3a IO (TE
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WEeETITC conce1lvable al that time and place, hat COU be the PUTDOSC of
attrıbuting such fine lect1ıonary full of eastern saınts West Syriıan
scrıibe?

We AaTC eft ıth the intrıguıng question, why Emmanuel produce
lectiıonary ıth such number of eastern saınts In ıt As ave SCCNH,
Qartmın dıd ave 1ın ıth A least the aCoDıte communıiıtıes In the former
Persian terrıtories, where Nestorı1an culture Was dominant: and these 1ın
WeTC strengthened when settlers from Tagrıt and from Tur Abdın converged

Byzantıne enNTeNe Moreover, there 1S evidence of Cultura exchange
between the West and ast Syriıan churches al thıs time and hıs
have iınvolved Emmanuwuel’s uncle!? We know that the patrıarch Athanasıus
Salhoyö, who ordaıned Bıshop John, devısed novel Lype of lectionary,
whıch 1S represented In the British Lıbrary Add and know
hat Emmanue!l STITOVeEe for certaın comprehensiveness In hıs Sıgnif-
cantly, “the patrıarc Athanasıus and hıs predecessors” dADPCAaI ın anomalous
commemoratıon In Sachau 304) *> AIl these thıngs place thıs codex ın
CONTLeXxXT 1C make ıts unusual character comprehensıble. We aAaIC, after all,
dealıng ıth monastery Cultura border and ıth per10d of renewed
creatıvıty and general

ere 1S eed be surprised that Sachau 322 of 1240/1, has
scr1pt siımılar hat of Emmanwuel, althoug, they ATIC separated by [WO

centuries. The per10d durıng c the edıal Script remaıned virtually
unchanged in Tur Abdın 1S much longer (see below). Besıdes, the letter-forms
ıIn Inscr1iptions 15 and 12 C ATIC Contemporary ıth Emmanuel and
represent the epıgraphic Co  Il of hıs callıgraphy. Al virtually indıstıin-
guishable from those of inscrıption 1/ 1C 1S ate 117/2/3 SS
epıgraphic letter-forms, eing modelle the manuscrıpt hand (see

353 a\ on min ası3 rm“ aAOQMıLArYd C\.1 X R (< 2 413
en aa md yı30 r ımn \c\..34< ard3 ’ı 10 MAÄVO IO <l\ Yl  1042 m

472-78 N &s Ar rar n 1 Q1L»1S.3 A
From thıs understand that the codex 18 Gospel lectionary ın Estrangelö scr1pt
parchment measurıng 28 x 42 |cm], from which the 1rSs quıres ATC lost ; the COpyıst Was
Emmanuel, monk and deacon, SOM of the brother of John, bıshop of the Abbey of Qartmıin,and he finıshed ıt In 1353 1041/2; for ohn ofhicıal tıtle, SCC Chronique de Michel
le syrıen, patriarche jacobite d’Antioche -  s ed J.- Chabot (Parıs, 1899-1910), registerof ordınatıons,

artın, &6La Iradıtion karkaphienne”, Journal Asıatique 1.14 (1869) S cf.
ibid.. 321

1 3 Athanasıus’ lectionary: W. Wright, Catalogue of SVFIAC Manuscr1ipts In the British Museum
acquired SINCE the VEUr 1838, vol (London, 154 Emmanuel’s comprehensıveness:
fol 34a
SCC the passage of Barhebraeus referred the beginning of ote above; CommemorTatıiıon:
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A) dIC oun In monasterIıies NCAaTr Qartmın, Kfarze, ZaZ, Habsenus and
Hasankeyf (Hesno d-Kıf0) hıs suggests that monks WEIC traıned centrally,
ın the ““scr1ptorium ” al Qartmın. The micro-reglonalıty of epıgraphiıc
“ schools’”’ observed in earher centurıies al ala and In non-monastıc CONTLEXT
al Hah and Heshterek O€es NnOTL appIy ere

ere 1S also 1keness between the hand of Emmanuel and that of
Damascus, Syrıan TLIANOdCOX Patrıarchate, 12/8, of 1053, 1C Was

produce iın the mONnasterYy of Mor Aaron, 11Cal Melıtene, the house {O 1
the patrıarch Athanasıus Salhoyo Wds attache: Thıs monasterYy had other
thıngs In COMNMON ıth Tur Abdın and wıth Qartmın ıIn partıcular, ASs have
cshown !+ Yet there dIC SOTIIC sıgnıfıcant dıfferences between the scr1pts. Both
ave the pominted SEMKATH, unattached the leit, 1C 1S known from the
eıghth- {O tenth-century Inscr1ptions of Tür Abdın; and both ave the
thıckened lınes and sharply pointed GCOTMNGIS 1C MaY be indıcatıve of
certaın eastern infiluence. But only Emmanuel has the isolated NU ıth
round head and horızontal taıl, the latter of whiıich corresponds form
sed in SOTINNC early Inscr1ptions of JTur Abdın:; and he SCS LIOTIC complex
system of dıacrıtics, apparently elated the Nestorıan, and perhaps derıving
from the eighth-century innovatıon ascrı1bed Sımeon of the Olıves (see
above). ere the entene manuscrıpt has arge pomlnts only, nNOTL makıng
dıfference between the °basıc” diacerıtics (DOLATH/RISH, Syome, punctuatıon
marks) and those 16 dıstiıngu1s €.9.) haw from hu and hwoO from howe,
Emmanuwuel SCS the arge poılnts only for the °basıc)” diacrties, reserving SMa
pomnts for the latter ategory and for °“ Nestorlian” vowels, supplemented by lınes
1 indıcate half-vowels and stressed syllables.

Up LO thıs po1ın ave een consıdering the hıstory of the MOST ancıent
scr1pt, IC Barhebraeus, in the DASdarc referred C ca kthivto destrongt-
liyd, whereas Bar Alı, the Syriac lexicographer, C! ıt kthivto ewangeloyto,
10 the scr1pt sed In wrıting the Gospels (for the ancıent scr1pt Was ST1 sed
for the Gospels when quıicker anı INOTC economıcal of had een
invented for other 00 Barhebraeus’ destrongiliyd, from 1C the
European scholarly term “Estrangelo” 15 derıved, 1S corruption, probably
phonetic rather than scr1ıbal, of the phrase da-sret-ewangeliyd, meanıng
..  whıc 1S termed the Gospel ScCrpt... hıs scr1pt 1S dıstiınguished from later
Syriac scr1pts by ıts SYUATENCSS and ıts91iCc makes the deriıvatıon
of the word Estrangelo from the Teß strong ylos (n  nd’') absurd!®.

Chartıng Undercurrents OrChr (1986), 51-65
15 Bar 'Alı 18 cıted by the Thesaurus SYFLACUS, ed ayne Smith (Oxford, 9-1  P reprinted

by Ims ın under the word ““ Estrangelö’””.
Assemanı asserts thıs derivatıon ın hıs Bibliotheca orientalis ome, 1719-28), Dıssertatio

de Monophysıtıs, and vo 378° Contemporary kuropean scholar (not Mı-
chaelıs, whı dRICCS ıth Bar Alı note: anonymously In the margın opposıte the latter
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Barhebraeus SaVYS that Estrangelo had fallen Oout of usec INOTC than
hundred before Bıshop John’s restoratiıon of ıt in the scrıptorıum of
Qartmın. But another scr1pt, INOTC ounded and closed, Was iın USC from al
least the eıghth Centiury onwards. aptıng term coined, in atın, by
Cerlanl, call it the edial CMpt * European palaeographers ave usually
faıled dıstingu1s ıt from the Estrangelo iın theır terminology, 111e ayne
m1 classıfles ıt, quıte wrongly, 4S Nestorıian scr1pt *® Section of
inscription 2 ate| 739/40, al Hah In Tur Abdın, tO provıde
somewhat sımılar epigraphic varıatıon the Estrangelo al early date

13, of A.D.961/2, incorporates SOINC elements of the edıal Script, ASs

0€Ss 18, of 1188/9; and ıts infÄuence Can still be traced In 14, of
1442/3. Surviıving manuscrıpts document fourıshing school] 1e

cultivated thıs scr1pt ın JTur "Abdin between the ate welfth Century and
1567/8. Thıs be the place LO set out thıs evidence in full (Ihe

manuscrI1pts desıgnated 4S ATC ın the Syriac collection of the Bıblıotheque
Natıonale ın Parıs) 1

The first sıgn öf the renewed interest in 00 1S the industry of [WO
boo  1nders al Qartmın eYV, Rabban Gabriel and hıs brother, Rabban
Elısha, of Beth Svırına, the SONS of the brother of the bıshop of Qartmın,
John, wh repaıiıred 270 volumes al the CYV alone. Gabriel Was already
actıve ın ın 1176/7 he commıssioned the Odleı1an 163 from the
monk Aaron, the SO  —_ of the priest Sabrun, from Kfarbaba:;: althoug thıs
village 15 uncharted, the assoclatıon of the codex ıth JTur 'Abdın 1S assured
Dy the mention of Gabriel and of hıs uncle John, bıshop of Tur "Abdın
Gabriel Was later partıally responsıble for bindıng Ne  S codex, contamıng
Anaphoras for the use of prieste solıtary in the monasterYy of Our Lady of
the rıppıng Grotto, above the Saffron Monastery; thıs codex Was Hnıshed
ın 181 2 al Qartmın CeV by the scer1be Sımeon of Hah, prieste monk *1

Dassasc In the CODY NO ın the lıbrary of Chrıst’'s College, Cambrıdge: ° Hoc CO Drımus
ostendı habuıt Wılkınsıus: ab Assemanus’’ (!).

Cerlanl, Monumenta el profana codicibus praesertim Bibliothecae Ambrosianae
(Miılan, vol. 2, fase: 2 D. XVI. 1P.N.Länd Anecdota SYF1ACGH, vol. I (Louvaın,

78, ca ese etters ‘““semımınuscula’”; elsewhere ave SCCMN the term *°serto1d ”.
See IM Y ‘“Chartıng Undercurrents OrChr (1986) p. 43, Olfe
Er Zotenberg, Manuscrits OorientauxX : catalogue des MANUuSCFILS SYr1Aques el sabeens MANAd-
daites) de la Bibliotheque Nationale (Parıs, all the manuscrıpts referred here, eXCeptL
those referred in ote 21 have examıned myself. For photographs of SL, 39, 46 and

CC Hatch, Album, Nos 88, 36, and
Barsawm, Monograph, 93i cf. iIbid., 5 9 and Chronique de Michel, register of ordınatıons,

In thıs connexıon ıt should be that the patrıarch Miıchael 166-88) ordaıned
monk TOM Qartmın the SCC of Hesno d-Zald, wh: Was known ‘*Joshua the Scr1ibe”’

(ibid., AL11.28).
rıght, Catalogue, vol L, Dp. 206-7; grateful Proi. Dr. Dr Kaufhold for drawıng

attention thıs manuscrıpt and for informing of the existence of manuscrıpt In the
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In 190 Joseph of Hesno d-Kiıfo, prieste monk of the Monastery of the
Cross, wrote 39; the Samne Joseph, by then old Man, whose S12 Was

faılıng, 35 In In 1191/2 Joshua, the SO  — of John, from
Rumanah, WwWTrote 54 for certaın Rabban Barsawmo of lın Wds

wrıtten before 194 In the mONnaSstierYy of Mor aCcCo of Serugh ..  on Mount
Izlö, Cal the village of Beth Dıyupe” Beth Debeh/Badıbb6e), for In that
yYCal dıed the scr1ıbe, Rabban Sımeon, the SOM of Hoye öl Mıdun, monk of
Qartmın. The SAdlmIllec scr1be penned 30, 1Cc Was bought ıIn 1197/8 Dy
‘Lazarus and Gabrıel, the SOIS of Joseph, from Arnas: Simeon, from
ardın, wWwTOTe Ouft for eodore, the SOM of Abu 1l-Fara]y, from ala
and In 1218/9 Was copıed al the Saffron onastery ayr az-Za faran)
by Simeon of far Salto (possıbly iıdentical ıth the ser1ıbe of 51) All
these places dIC In (1 Cal Tur Abdın, although the PEXEC sıte of far Salto 1S
unknown. The manuscrıpts all contaın scrıptures from the New Testament.
49 thıs collection in Parıs INaYy be the TawIoOr: Apocalypse, edıted by
wynn the scr1be, monk called Stephen, us hat he Was traıned DYy hıis
paterna uncles, Mas ud, John and Sımeon, and [WO unnamed materna|l
uncles, all monks. wynn remarks that Rabban Sımeon of Mıdun had
brother John who Was also ser1ıbe and that these ATC lıkely LO be ephen’s
uncles

The edıal Script 1S unıtorm In character In all these manuscrı1pts, though
SOINC of them also employ Bıshop John’s fine Estrangelo for specıal
ese [WO scr1pts dIC exemplıfied from select MSS Out of the above In
the comparatıve Tables and The the edıal Script also cshows
the alphabets of the followıing: note ate A0 fol 5a of the Vatıcan

SIT1ACO 135 Brıitish Lıbrary Add Gospel lectionary wrıtten
In 14 al the monastery of Mor Ma Dy Sımeon, the SO  —; of Abraham, of
Arbo:;: fol 50b of the Berlın Sachau 214, uneral rıte copıed ın 248 by

scer1be from Aynwardo In the monastery of Mor Lazarus Cal Habsenus;
and the Berlın Sachau 236, hymnary wrıtten by certaın Slıvo In 1567//8
Sachau remarks that thıs ast attests the usec of parchment and of the
Estrangelo Scr1ipt” SIC ın the hıgh glens of Tur Abdın evera]l centuries after
both WEIC abandone the plaıns of Mesopotamıa and Syra . As Can be
SCCII] from the a  D hıs scr1pt hardly changed al all 1ın four centurIıies.

village of Anhel, whiıich Was wriıtten al the monastery of Mor Sharbel Cal Mıdyat In D 10
Not havıng examıned the former cannot 5Sd Y hat scr1pt ıt 1S In: the latter 1S In the Mediıal
Scr1pt, ıth NnOTtes the end In Estrangelo.
On these [WO manuscrı1pts SCC Nau, iın RO  C (1914) 3806-8, and In Journal Asıtatique
2615 (1915) pp. 491-2, ıth p. 495 SE

23 J. Gwynn, The Apocalypse of S5t. John IN Syriac version hitherto unknown (Dublın and
London, CXVI-CXVI1.
Sachau, Verzeichnis, 66-7/5 (No 20), CS 74, col Sachau 236 1S ıllustrated In atc
Album, See Iso perhaps the following manuscrı1pts from Jur 'Abdin a) Gospel-Book
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The edıal Script 1S called because it 15 siıtuated mıdway the scale of
development between Estrangelo and the aın Script (sertö pshitö); the latter
1S often referred DYy modern scholars sımply ASs Serto, IC Just
"SCHBL . The Old Plaın Script 1S represented ın OUT ATICAa by paınted
inscr1iption of 759 OT 760 6), although the Hirst IN OT 1S in Estrangelo,
and Dy ONMNC nınth-century manuscrıpt from Qartmın (Plate 2)25 Comparıson
ıth ate shows hat thıs scr1pt Was also relatıvely stable between the
eıghth and the thırteenth centurIies. The earlıer of the [WO scr1pts (Plate In
the Brıitish Lıbrary Add (undated) belongs In hıs y7 but
perhaps the bulbous end of the taıl of the 4C do nOotL iınd In the
nınth-century manuscrı1pts, Was borrowed from the revived eleventh-century
Estrangelo of Qartmiın, where thıs manuscrıpt Was wrıtten.

The later scr1pt In Add ,  $ 1C Wrıight dates Dy the form of the SHIN
the thırteenth CeNtUuTrY, belongs dıfferent. and much ess stabhle LYype,

C INAaYy be classıhed ASs the “ New aın Scr1i hıs scr1pt meriı1ts
study Z

The SUPVCY of ep1ıgraphıic letter-forms from ”te Inscrıiptions 1C ollows
ere 1s esigne: help ıth datıng undated inscr1iptions. OSse etters which
A of UuUsCc ın datıng dIC omıtted: they AdIC BETH, DOLAIH, ZAY, KOF,
CZ  E, PE, QOF, and ISH The archaızıng of Bıshop John had ıts effect

epıgraphic letter-forms, creating style unıform that ıt 1S impossıble
o1ve guldelınes for datıng; EXCEDL, of COUISC, that A Inser1ption In thıs
tradıtiıon Canl easıly be recognızed d such (e6.9 Dy comparıson wıth able
and ate' after 000 Diaecritical polnts, beyond the “Basıe” ONCS, ATC nol

engraved untıl after thıs date; and tOone-masons ın thıs ‘““Callıgraphic” tradı-
t1on tend tO be LNOTEC concerned about lay-out, {O the extient of abbreviatıng
word by ONC letter in order make the lınes equal, 1C OCCUTS ın the
earlher per10d. Insceriptions after thıs ate dIiC therefore omıtted from the
SUTVCY, ASs A al inscr1ptions of1 the date 1S NOTL quıte certaın, dipint{i,

ın Aynwardo, wriıitten 740) Qartmıiın, parchment (Barsawm, Monograph, 33
Anschütz, Die syrischen Christen, Z B. Harb, “Unbekannte Hss 1Im JIur Abdın”, in IT
5 ymposium Syriacum 1980, Orıjentalıa Christiana nalecta, Z 3491 (wıth another date
and incorrect CONnVvers10n); Gospel-Book In Mıdyat, wrıtten A In Salah, parchment
arsaWwm, Monograph, 133 wrıtten In )e Harb, loc CI DD 3514 (wıth incorrect
cConvers10n); e) Mardın rth (the number 1S noTt altogether certaın), Gospel-Book, wriıtten

230 In Salah; Berlın, Sachau 15, wrıtten 1240/1 In Salah; e) Gospel-Book,
Dam Syr rth 12/6, wrıtten 1314/5 in Dayr a7z-Za faran (see the catalogue cıted In
ote 1 1 and Barsawm, Histoire, p.491, 110O:!  N 156 and 1373 Iso I. Armalet, Machriq (1913)

5671 (then still In Qeleth)
25 British Lıbrary Add MSS and 9  P SCC Wrıght, Catalogue, vol Z

Professor Kaufhold and between ave collected g00d deal of materıal for the study of
the New Plaın Scr1pt, but aVve immediate plans for usıng ıt
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and all those of 1C ave photograph OT SQUCCZC. (Occasıonally thıs
rule has be relaxed, because the sample 1S patently Incomplete). Iso
exclude: Irom the analysıs 1S the oldest Syriac Iinserıption yel OUuUnNn: In 1Ur
Abdın, of 534:; it stands In isolatıon, SINCEe NOW Inscrıption after ıt
untıl the early eıghth Century The Inscr1ptions sed ere the eıghth and
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Qartmın 23 ala 038
B.9 Monastery of the ('ross 5-90 22 ala 9054

Habsenus 13 ardın

LAF When isolated, LAF eeps the hook al the bottom of the ng foot
throughout the eighth CENLUCY; but thıs 1S frequently eft off In the tenth
The archıng of the ng foot above thıs hook 15 not found after the
eıghth CENTUTY, CXCEDL In the plaster-moulded 11 When Joıned, LAF

Call be tıpped lıttle downwards al the left; but INanYy eighth-century
inscr1ptions ATiIC unaftfected In thıs WaY areful balance between the
horızontal bar and the oblıque riser AaDDCAaISs be charaecteriıstic of the
eighth Century In the tenth the latter frequently has exaggerated
angle and length and somet1imes CAaUusSCcSs the horızontal bar be tilted OT

CVCMN alıgned ıth it Unıique 1S the quası-Nestorıan lıgature of
LAF and En

HE ere ATIC forms of HE 1C do nOoTLt In the eıghth CENLUFY and 1C
MaY poss1ıbly be onfined tOo the tenth and early eleven centurIies,
before the revıval of DUIC Estrangelo. In thıs fall H ıth
V-shaped dıp above the mıddle leg; H ıth VCI Y short mıddle leg; and
HF ıth height equa {O OT greater than ıts length, en ıth sharp
angles. In the eighth century HFE ack ıts hook al the
bottom ng iın the tenth CENLUTY thıs sometimes dısappears when the
letter 1S Joıned.

WAW gaın ıt 1S easler Sa Y hat 1s NnOL e1ghth Century the tall; pominted (or
‘“monk’s-hood’’) WAW of the tenth-century inscr1ptions, 116e ıt alternates
ıth LNOTEC tradıtional form, 1s innovatıon.

HETH: has complex HETH, for 1C the chısel had make vertical
stroke downwards (the Mrst upriıg  > short horızontal: slıghtly
oblıque upward and INOTEC vertical downward stroke (a sharp “4e0th:
for the second uprıg  9 and continuation of the horiızontal All
subsequent engraved HETHS abandon the upward stroke, althoug
takes especıal CaTc make the second uprıght pointed and ıts angle
curved, ASs often in handwrıting. ] o1ves the suggestion of incıpıent
upwards stroke Dy inchnıiıng the horizontal bar between the uprıghts
ıttle: ıt also softens the angle between the second uprıght and the
followıng horizontal ıth short oblıque stroke. and A ®8 exaggerate
the sharp COTITNECT al the bottom of the first uprıght; A ®8 inclınes the
°“hor1izontal” upwards and extends ıt under the second uprıght It 1S ese
refinements, ıf anythıng, 1C dIC characterıstıic of SOTINC eighth-century
inscriptions; whereas the endency in the tenth CeENLUrY 1S make the
second upright paralle tO the rst Nevertheless 0€Ss inclıne the
second upriıght
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TETH: $) } the {[WO engraved of TETH present In the eıghth entury only
the rectilınear Lype (three straıght lınes) 1S found engraved In the tenth
Century, though mOulde in plaster O€s ave curvılınear ele-

In the lower register. In both per10ds TETH 1S Joıned the
horizontal and 1S rectilinear above the baselıne.

UDH A Mrst shows the wedge-shaped UDH ınal, unjoıned UDH
always has horıiızontal taıl, but final Joıned UDH has downward
inclhinatıon As ate as A ıth thıs exception A long, 1C horıizontal
taıl {Oo be the OrIm from onwards. short, thın horizontal
taıl 1s already oun jJoıned UDH 1n and T 1C SCCHI to be
contemporary ıth l UDH 15 occasıonally tucked ng under ISH OT

DOLAIH 1: and WEIC it not for sımılar, though less pronounced
phenomenon In the undoubtedly later (visıble ıIn Bell’s photograph
ASs ell A Pognon’s rawıng), ONC m1g 1ın it characteriıstıic of
the mıd-eighth CeNntury

LOMADH Is ıt sıgnıfıcant that A.9 and ave LOMADH ıth vertical
hasta, 1C 1S NnOTL oun before the ate eıghth century”?

MIM Non-fSinal MIM Can be drawn ıth paralle legs and perfectly horizontal
bar; thıs 1S partıcularly pronounced ıIn 10, but the endency 1S

already suggested by Ö, 1C be Contemporary wıth
NUN ına unattached NUN takes Varıous forms: startıng Just above the

baselıne and raılıng back al hallow angle In almost straıght ıne
(B 1); ıke thıs, but ıth sharp hook al the LOp end 6):; ıke the first,
but ıth the taıl curving towards the horizontal (B 3 paınted);
startıng under the foregomg letter and tracıng straıght horiızontal al the
bottom of the (A.5 In Pognon’s rawıng). ere 1S LOO lıttle
evidence to OW the conclusıon that it tended wıth time LO approac the
horizontal; but ıt o€es SCCINMN sıgnıfıcant that thıs 1S ON of the characterI1s-
t1Cs of Emmanuwuel’s final unattached NUN ıIn Berlın Sachau 304 and
of hat In the CONLteEMPOTrAaTY inscrıption

SEMKAIH Both the rectilınear form 16 makes the ..  Cat’s ears” nto {[WO
triangles 10) and that 16 makes the Ng ..  ear  27 triangular and the
eft round ITE 12) SCCII tOo be phenomena of the tenth CeNLUTrY. The
ODCNH SEMKATH, In 1C the cleavage 0€Ss NnOL Join the horızontal base, 1S
SCCMHM In and In

SODHE: Tur 'Abdın epıgraphy knows lıgatures of YUDH, NUN, LOMADH, c and
QOF ıth followıng SODHE. It 1S relatıvely [aAaiIc letter, the fact hat
attachnhe: SODHE ıth “”horn” al the ng 1s noTt attested before the tenth
Century MaYy noTLt I1Ccan anythıng; the first example 1s
The ancıent form has horizontal base, vertical stem and [WO °“branches’”.

By from the ase of the stem ırectly LO the LOp of the eft
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branch, ACTOSS the LOp of the ng branch., and straıght back OWN
the ase Öf the stem riangle 1S formed around the character. If the
stem and branches dIC hen removed, the triangle 16 remaıns 1S
referred LO ASs OW SHIN The triangle Can be tall and thın ıth
dıp ın the LOD; the cCentire Can be excavated;: the pomint al the bottom Can

be truncated OT OopCN The ast aPpPCATANCC of the hollow SHIN In the
known inscr1ptions 1S iın Thereafter, find only the ancıent
forked form. has interesting final form of the hollow SHIN)

JA The general endency 1S, ASs usual, {O siımplıfy: five (J1: INOTEC changes of
direction AIC involved ın the eighth-century {Orms; sometimes five, but
usually less, in the tenth-century forms. 1AW be characterized in
the eighth CeENTLUrY Dy near-vertical hasta and loop that begıns and
ends ıts Circult wıth horizontal strokes:;: Dy CONTF: the hasta of T1AW ın
the tenth Centiury 1S often far inclıned hat the lo0p reJo1ns ıt al

sharp angle from CIOW, the middle-heıight horizontal eing entirely
the Ng of the hasta In thıs later form the 100D tends become
triangle. The fact that 78 contaıns the * earlıer” form, a  oug ıt 1S of
the tenth Cen(tury, INa Y be due 0c2 conservatısm, whıch ook A ıts
model the eighth-century inscr1ptions the Samnec church 1-8) E:

and csShow that the angle of the IA  9 taken ıts OW cannot
decıde the date 3 and sometimes ack the horizontal stroke
al the tOop of the lo0p; but the sımple trangular lo0op 1S nOTt attested ın the
e1ghth Century 1S the first ShOw another form of 100D, also
triangular, ın 16 Jlagona stroke 1S made upwards from the ase of
the hasta, then long horiızontal rg ACTOSS the hasta

References In IN Y artıcle “Chartıng Undercuürrents ... ıIn
(1986), 37-68, the ‘“ Excursus the Syriac etters of Tur Abdın"”, äC
Was orıginally tO be nCcIude In IN Y book, Monk and Mason., Can be OuUn in
the above, ASs ollows n. 62 refers tO pp. /1-74, includıng SOTINC addıtional

the PDaAssSagc from the Chroanicle of Barhebraeus, not “ cOoOMmen-
tary  07 ASs such; n. 69 refers p. /4 and A;: n 3 refers 73 and

At the end of that artıcle WTO ar 1S notL yel clear where the
Oartmin Trilogy ıll appear’”. 1S 1O certaın that ıt ıll AaPDPCal In
microfiche, wıth the Prolegomena, al the end of IMY Monk and Mason. and ıt
1S expecle that ıf l AaDPCAI agaın, somewhat modiılı1e: ıth other ag10-
graphical works In the SCO


