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Mar Elıyah, the Bıshop of Edessa (768/9 C  } Inscription
trom the Monastery of Mar Gabriel Tur Abdın

In October 1994 whıle LOUrFr of the of Qartmın (Mar Gabrıiel), in
the district of Tur Abdın, Sa the inscrıption discussed below, iın tront of the
northern door-post of the conventual church. hat the inscrıption W as wrıtten

the bottom sıde of limestone column-base (Ca 05 049 m) implıes the
secundary uUuse of thıs architectural ıtem. if W AaS unearthed recently, north-east of
the 1above-mentioned church, beyond the CONLEMPOFAaFrY walls

The inscrıption W AasS engraved into somewhat weathered surface. Remnants
of red paınt 41© easıly discernable MOST of the incısed etters.

Mar Elıjah AAuuthe bıshop
ot FE.dessa r< _ Anr
made
thıs house S  AAr<

K

Comments aM interpretations
The incısıon above the olaf of m\r ) W asSs also paınted red It’s meanıng 15 NOLT

clear. Could thıs engravıng be of Elıyah the bıshop, (T of the scribe?

For Prot. John Marks wiıth apprecı1atıon
(1993)
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OUr, maybe W asSs it mistake of the artısan who started wriıte the of
mr tor SOINC FeC4SON ( in transcrıption) stopped, aM then
started agaın 1n the right-hand GCOTNGT of the column-base. Most of the letter-
forms in the inscrıption Aı clearly characteristic of 8th CENLUFY inscr1pt10ns in
the Tur ‘Abdın arC3a, thoroughly studied by Palmer.! consıderable part of
Palmer’s artıcle 15 dedicated the history of the scr1bal ArtS in Tur Abdın He

the resemblance of the scr1pt sed 1n codices that sed tor SOINC inscr1p-
t10Ns in the lur ‘Abdın are 8.2 Ö The inscrıption recorded aptly demonstrates
such codical iınfluences. 'The INanNnnNeTr 1n which the engraved etters ATC joined
together discloses quıte clearly the influence of inscribıng technıques sed for
codices. But 1t 15 primarıly the extending of the short word sn ()VEGTr the
entıre length of the fourth lıne, whiıch leads us iınter that the artısan employed
technıques sed 1ın wrıting codices. Quite often, COMEC ACTOSS manuscrıpt iın
which the scriıble lengthened the bottom bars of letters, 1n order attaın
elegant and EVÖH wıdth, all Iınes of Pagc OT column. In lıght of the
above, would ıke Suggest that the artısan who incısed the inscrıption W

NOLT only e]] acquainted wıth the technıques of wrıting manuscrı1pts, but W as

himself ser1ıbe. The Same miıght be True wıth regard everal other iNSCr1pt10Ns
1n the Qartmın an in the surroundıng area®.

In anı y CascC, the ımportance of thıs inscr1ıption lies 1in the ıdentifticatıon of
Elıjah, bıshop of Edessa, 45 the SAaINlEe bıshop Elıyah recorded iın the chronicle of
Pseudo-Dionysıius of Tell-Mahre, which ın turn establishes the ate of the
inscr1ption. According the records of s Dionysıus of Tell-Mahre tor 768-
769 AaTrC told that Elıyah, monk from the of Qartmıiın,

Palmer, *I he Syriac Letter-Forms of Tur ‘Abdın and Envırons”, OrChr /3 (1989). 685-59,
CSP 86-89 Although NOT of the characterıst1ic detaıls AapPCal 1ın OUTr inscr1ıption, C the
hook the bottom-right foot of the olaf, INOST etters $it well Into 8th CENTLUFY letter-torm
categorıes. W e teel that ONC should be VE careful 1n assıgnıng ate inscr1ıption, based
solely palaeographic grounds. Used vigılantly, however, such evidence Canl strengthen and
enhance historical wrıtten SOUTCEC wouldu in the CAase of the present inscr1ption.

Palmer, “The Syrı1ac Letter-Forms OrChr F3 ), OSR
C* Palmer, Monk an Mason +he Iıgr1s frontier: The Early Hıstory of Tur ‘A bdın (Cam-
bridge, DDT DD Unlike Palmer, who retfers the inen who executed the inscr1ptions 1n
the Tur ‘'Abdın AICa 4S MasONS, prefer call them, artısans crattsmen. As tar 4as could
observe, both the engraved letters, and the moulded plaster etters 1n quıte number of INSCI1P-
t10NS, though definıtely NOL all of them, MUST ave een rendered by LLICIN wiıth SOINC artıstıc skills
Such skılls A NOLT necessarıly required tor MasONrY work In thıs CONTtEXT, it 15 worth noting
Woodhead’s book, The Study of Greek Inscriptions, (Cambrıdge, 1981°), AT 86-923 IDDiscus-
sing the place of iNnscr1pt1ons in the general setting ot Greek art, Woodhead claıms that x the
artıstry iınvolve. 1ın setting OUuUL and inscribing stele eserved take Its place the mınor
Aarts of the classıcal world We ought, however, ook LNOTC closely epıgraphy 4A5 representa-
t1ve of the art of ıts time the artıstıc composıtıon of inscr1ıption, and the historical develop-
ment of epigraphy art-form chould all be consıdered the PTODCI study of the
subject.” (PP-Woodhead’s remarks ATC equally valıd tor Syr1iac INSCrT1pt10NS; but thıs intr1-
Zu1Ing subject meri1ts
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replaced certaın Zecharıah 45 the bıshop of Edessa®. In ll avaılable UU UE

the bishops ot Edessa, there 15 only ()I16E Elıjah the Qartminıte. We A told by
DPs Dionysıius of Tell-Mahre that Elıyah Was VIC1OUS, heartless, and had (Sod=-
less CAaST of miınd; that he W as NOLT accepted (by the people of Edessa), NOr did he
complete the LEr of hıs ep1SCOPAaCY. We ATrC NOLT iıntormed tor how long he held
the SG of Edessa, but after hıs dismissal the CIty W as eft wıthout bishop for
sometime”?. The precıse Nature of Elijah’s proJect 1n the of Mar Gab-
riel, and whether he GVT accomplished it, AT NOT CAaSY determiıne from the
inscrıption. The erb —_ 45 Palmer rightly pointed OUT, could INCanl “he
ınıtıated funded supervised the makıng buildıng (unlıkely ın thıs Case) CVCN

renovatıon . » For the type of bulldıng ınvolved Palmer arguCcs, Ya 9ICO-
( S both lıturgical and non-lıturgical buildings Unfortunately, A far Aas

know, the place from which the column-base W as removed, 15 NOLT

corded. Still, even ıf NCW where 1t W Aas taken from, f 15 NOLT certaın could
ave zaıned IMOTE iıntormation.

To Su UuD, the recently unearthed inscrıption in the Qartmın Abbey Can be
dated quıte sately The palaeographical parallels trom the Tur
‘Abdin AL and, ILD importantly, the ıdentification 1n the inscrıption of Elıyah
4S the bıshop of Edessa 1n makes thıs ate hıghly conceivable./

J.-B Chabot (ed.), Incert: AUCtOYLS Chronicon Pseudo-Dionysiaanum vulgo dictum, vol , K Al
aın 19572 (reımpress10n) SCO 1041, D: Z9Z |Hereafter I1 ] French translation by
Hespel, under the SAamne title, vol I Louvaın 1989 SC'O 5077 19/.

IL, 257 lines JE [Syriac]. For general u  Y of the hıstory of Edessa and ItSs ep1SCOPACY
during the relevant per10d, e Segal, Edessa “CThe Blessed Cıty Oxford, CSD 207
215 For meticulous study of the EVENTS preceding and tollowıng the election of Elijah, SCS

Palmer, Monks and Masons, pp.174-1 Nee Iso Wıtakowskiı, The 5yrıac Chronicle of
Pseudo-Dionysius of Tel-Mahre (Uppsala, 1987

Palmer, “The ıctıon of Tur ‘'Abdın and Envırons”, OrChr (1988), 116 m—_mx_.s 118
T — D The Varı0us possıible meanıngs of thıs expression Canl be found 1ın the ıdentical Greek
tormulatıon “epoljesen LOUtLON tOnNn oıkon”.
The ate 15 Ser the basıs of the “year entry” tor Elıjah 1n the Chr. Ps.Dıio0 of ell-
Mahre We do NOT know, however, how long he stayed 1ın hıs ep1iscopal PDOSLT before being deposed
DYy the FE.dessians. Palmer’s remark that Elıyah, WAas appointed FEdessa iın 769, only be drıven
OUuUtTL wıth abuse, Z1veS the impression that he W as drıven OUuUtTL iımmediately atter he WAas appoıinted.
The LEXT however Oe€es NOLT shed lıght the IMatter. According the SUUTCEC Elıyah did NOLTL tinısh
the term of hıs ep1SCOPACY, however, he W as there long enough inıtate SOMINEC buildıng act1vity
Qartmın Abbey. Prof. Kauthold has rıghtly pomnted that It 15 possıble that the inscrıption
and GV the buildıng tself) could ave een executed atter the deposıition of Elıjah, Ssince he held
hıs bıshopric title EVCN atter hıs deposıtion. On the palaeographical theme, It 15 :;orth noting
inscrıption iın Palmer, “A Corpus of Inscriptions trom Tur ‘Abdıin anı Envırons”, OrChr
/a (1987), 64-6/. hıs inscr1ıption, dated tound iın the of Mar Gabrıiel, has
I1LAaLLY characterıistics hıghly sımılar those of Eliyah’s inscr1ıption, 1ın the letter-forms, and the
pomtıng of TEXt In the Samlllıc distinctive “arrowheads”. We 11 ave examıne the orıgınals before
reachıng detfinıte conclusıio0ons. At thıs S  > based only photograph and wrıtten descr1p-
t1on, would ıke hypothesize that 1ın lıght of the VE close simılarıties between these LW

inscr1ptions, they WEITIC both engraved by the SaImne artısan.


