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Brief Survey of the Monastery of St George 1n Hanzt:a

The © 1.ıfe of Grigol Hanzt’‘elı” 4S Source tor the Study
of Monasterıes of Tao-Klarjet‘i

Introduction
Sınce the early the interest of ATT historians 1n the monasterı1es of the hıs-
torıc Georgıan lands of Tao-Klarjet‘i and Savset‘i has been reactıvated an 15
oradually increasıng. However, MOST scholars scCcMmM be attracted maınly the
large-scale churches and cathedrals built OT rebuilt 1n the COI of the tenth An
eleventh centurIıes. Little attention has been paıd the earlıer monasterıes built
(JT.: inaugurated Ar the en of the eighth an the beginning of the nınth CENTUrYy by
the tireless, enthusıastıc, an long-lived pıoneer Grigol Hanzt‘elı, who arrıved
1ın Klarjet‘i around DE where he remaıned until hıs death ın 61 Under adverse
condıtions he, almost sıngle-handedly, began the construction of monasterıes ın

desolate land, devastated by the punıtıve ra1ıds of Marwan 11 Ibn-Muhammad
1ın 7361738 an the cholera ep1demi1Cc thereafter.‘

The bıiography of Grigol Hanzt’elı W as wrıtten ın 951 by Mercule, the
renowned INan of etters.“ It contaıns the MOST extens1ive and detaijled ACCOUNLT of
almost CVCIY aSpeECL of monastıc an secular ıte 1ın Klarjet‘i from the en of the
eighth the mıddle of the tenth CENTUrY tound 1n al y SOUTCE MeröGule, bging

K°“art‘lıs chovreba, ed Kauhö6i18vılı, vol T’bılısı, » 233-239, especıally 2994140l 3/7619-23:!
Life (see OTE Z} 25/79-11
hıs work W as rediscovered by Marr ın 1902 1n the Patrıarchal lıbrary 1ın Jerusalem and subse-
quently published along wıth ussı1an translatıon: G10724] MerCcCul. Zitie $V1AL0Z0 Gr120744
Khanztijskogo, dnevnikom poezdkı SavSiju Klardziju [G10rg1 Mercule, Life of the holy
Grigol of Hanzt’a mended by the dıary of the Journey 1ın SavSet‘i and Klarjet‘i]. Teksty raz1ıs-
kanı)ja armjanogruzınskol tılologı, vol (St. Petersburg, 9 Latın translatıon by Pee-
Lers, Analecta Bollandıana 2657 (1917-1919 D 207-309 Our quotation trom the Life of
Grigol Hanzt‘elı derıves ftrom the revised edıtiıon of the mıta by Abuladze, Sroma;j da MOYUA-
c’ebaj gırsad chorebisai cC’midisa da netarısa MAMLSA CUENISA Grigolisi arhımadrıtisa) Hanzt’ısa da
Satberdisa agmaseneblisat, da miıst and hseneba) mravalt‘a mamat ’ d netart ‘aı publıshed 1n Drzweli
K"“art‘ulı agı0grap ıulı literaturıs dzegleb: (Monuments of ancıent Georgıian hagiographic lıtera-
ture), -ed Abuladze, vol 1 [Tbilisi, 1963 1, 248-319, hereatter cited Life The portion from
Marr’s uss1an translatıon W as translated by Lang INntO Englısh, Lıves and Legends of the
Georgian Saınts (London, 196% 135-153

OrChr (1994)
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ONEC of the brothers 1ın Grigol’s maın MONASTErFY in Hantz ’a and ell endowed
wıth lıterary 45 ell AS5 Jurisprudential skılls, APDPCar be reliahble authority,
who W as ell acquainted NOLT only wıth the Eevents takıng place 1n FHänzt’a and 1n
the monasterı1es of the neighborhood, but also wıth those AT the of lar-
jet 1. Indeed, hıs biography of Grigol Hanzt’el: 15 OTNC of the IMOST outstandıng
onumen of Georgıian hagiographic liıterature an 15 reliable hıstorical
SOUTCE 4S well; skilltully ıllumınatıng the Varıous aAaSPECTS and Events of monastıc
and secular establishments: the selection and preparatıon of S1ıtes for the COIMN-

struction of monasterıies and the building PTFOÖCCSS ıtself: the oradual develop-
mMent of the monastıc colonızatıon in Klanjeti‘i; the signıfıcance of the adsS-

HC instiıtution; clear tormulatıon of theological canonical9 the
cooperatıon between secular authorities and the MONASTECFY, and the
soc10polıtıical aASPECTS ınvolved.

The PurpOSC of thıs 15 discuss briefly SOTINEC of the 1bove mentioned
aASPECTS of Mercule’s biographic work which 111 tacılitate the understandıng of
the 6SSCHULE of the monastıc instıtution an the SUFrVIVINZ architectural 19910)88

themselves, particularly Manztda; and discuss briefly tieldwork
there whıiıch, hope, 311 complement Mercule’s Life of Grigol Hanzt‘eli.

Establishment of the Monastery
In approximately f& when the blessed Grigol secretly tled Klarjert’1 ın
the COINDAaLLY of three riends trom K art'’ H. which AL that time W as occupied by
the Arabs, he arrıved 1n the of Saınt John the Baptist iın Opıza. Grigol
SOOMN decided ınıtlate hıs extensiıve monastıc colonızatıon and began by seek-
ıng suntable locatıon tor the construction ot hıs MONASTETY, NOLT CAaS Y task ın
the mountaınous regı1on of Klarjet‘1. Some of these dıifficulties ATC desceribed in
hıs Life:

“Thıs solıtary SpOL 15 ell balanced by NATLUTEe tor INa  } 111 be neıther burnt
by scorchıng heat, LLOT be discomtorted by exceeding cold there. Because 1t 15
distinct from 1tSs neıghboring and by being dry, untorrIid, and exposed the
SUN, the soles of man’s feet 111 be muddied while walkıng. The 15
700d and wood 15 plentitul. The sandy ground countless tall, dense
Oorests and from them spring waters and thus God has endowed thıs and
wıth joytul nature And 1t 1s pathless and inaccessıble tor those leading
worldly lıte, because the dwellings of these monks CS ocated the rugged
hıgh mountaıns, surrounded by BOrSCS and wafTters tlowıing OoOWwn trom the frıgh-
tenıng heights, but there 15 pasture be MOWTNT, 1OT wheat tields be
ploughed, an therefore tood 15 brought the backs of donkeys wiıth
dıfficulty. Nef there 15 wıne, which has een planted by the brethren wıth
UtLMOST to1] and hardshıp, and there 1 C also orchards, but the herbs of the tields
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AT abundant, and wıth all this, the hearts of these monks AT C tearless agalınst the
trepıdations caused by unbelievers and non-Christians, and iın the tace of all
kınds of troubles resulting trom the anımosıty between the wordly rulers. And
1n thıs completely peacetul INhanner they EX1ISt in thıs place and olorıfy Christ. ”®

Another paragraph reveals that despite attract1ons, Hanzt’a did NOT
ave all the requırements NECESSALYV tor the existence of MONASTEY, and ONE of
ItSs shortcomings W as the ack of arable and.“ Still the decıisıon W asSs made build
there.

Prayers WerTre pronounced, the psalms of Davıd 1-2, 65:11-15, 90:16-17,
121 WEIC chanted by the brothers, the sıgn of the WAaS made the
SpOL designated tor construction, and work began AL GE Fırst wooden
church W as built, then monks’ cells, and fınally Grigol’s < dwelling and
large hall 4S refectory, of which ATC st111 preserved (pl 1; lg 2).°
But the wooden church built toward the en of the eighth CENTUrYV MUST ave
disappeared 1ın Grigol’s lıtetime SINCE, roughly LW decades later, before the
death of SOt Kuropalates 1ın 326, 1t became NECESSAFLY built N church, thıs
time INAaSONLY Oone

The LeGCGEeEssS of SOT Kuropalates, ın reestablishing the Georgian kıngdom by
acquırıng OF conquerıng terrıtories under Byzantıne patronage contributed
oreatly the iımprovement of general condıtions and ave attracted
increasıng number of ımmıgrants tleeing trom rab Occupatıon. Consequently
the number of monks ın the of Hanzta MUST ave increased, Al
SOTINE SIXtYy later, atfter Grigol’s death, the necessity built NCW,
second INASONLY church dedicated St George (pl I; fıg 2) hıs last building
peri10d, inaugurated by SOtT Kuh!ı (  -9  9 Was completed only by hıs
nephew Gurgen (t 941)

An INquıry iınto the Ciırcumstances under which the three maJor bulldiıng
actıvıtıes WEeETIC carrıed OUut ın Hanzt a leads instructıve results: The first church
W as built, wıthout anı y outsıde help, by the monks themselves under hard-
shıip Wi';h rudımentary tools and unskılled INAaSONS, both provıded by the

Life, 2697_47
Life, 6237_38. In tact the Scarcıty of and aVve een the of lengthy disputes
the monasterı1es. In ( Ee instance the dıspute between the of Opıza and the neı1ghboring
Mıdsnazoroi VvVer the definı:tion of the boundaries of arable and reached such magnıtude that 1t
requıred the intervention of Kıng Bagrat 7-7. Sn T“ akaısvılıi, Sak‘art‘velos sıdzwvelen:ı
(Antıquities of Georgı1a), vol (1 15 It 15 instructiıve OTtTe that 1n dealıng wiıth thıs
complex Matter, NOLT only were the IYdocuments brought into o  ‚y but Iso the “1CONs of
the holy apostles DPeter and Paul an the relics of the holy apostle Bartholomew”, whiıch WCIC sed

strengthen the ath and contirm the authenticıty of the charters presented: SCC Sur-
ouladze, “Iuridiul mtkicebat‘a Or1 sahe mep et’a sıgelebis mihedvit (Iwo of Jur1spru-
ential AaCT pertaımnıng ruler’s charters), Mravalt‘avı (1980) 4155
Life, 25627 .40
Life, 261>0-24
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brothers ot the MONASTEF Y of Opıza. hıs W as perfectly compatıble wıth the
CX KEINE dıfficulties that the newly arrıved monks an secular authorities
encountered ın the desolate AA Nevertheless, early in the 1admıinistration of
ASot Kuropalates, the CCONOMYV ot the COUNLFY MUST 2vVve iımproved, 4S the
construction of the second and thırd church iın Hanzt a and the oradual estab-
lıshment of eleven ILNOTEC monasterıes SCCINMN ımply.

Patronage and Cooperatıon between the Monastery and Secular Authority
task of such magnıtude could NOLT ave een carrıed Out wıthout materı1a]|

SuppOrt from the secular authorities of Klarjet“i. description of theC-
t1on of the first INASONTY church 1n Hanzt:a indicates that 1t W accomplıshed
through the patronage of the local nobleman. Gabriel Dap anculı, who NOLT only
endowed Grigol wıth donations but assıgned hım hıs z MmMaster
masons _/ hıs provıdes us wıth the tirst example that demonstrates the close
cooperatıon and mater1al SUuppOrFrL extended by secular andlord monastıc
communıty ın Klarjet‘1. But 1t APPCAars that Dap anculı'’s benevolence W as HOL

oratuıltous, 4S revealed 1n the following benetactor’s address Grigol Hanzt’elı.
“INOW POSSCSS the materı1al wealth and YOU POSSCSS the spırıtual wealth.

We chall blend these wıth each other. You <hall let us partake iın YOUr holy
Praycrs 1n thıs ıfe and thereafter, and atter Our death honor us by buryıng Our
bones wıth yOUr bones, and by establishing ın yOur (JUT. COININECIM-
Oratıon for eternıity, and solemnly YOU, 1n OUXT lıtetime an (QUT
children from generatıon generatıon, ProtecCL the brothers and yOUras-

»XLEr y Orever from hardshıp.
Indeed, erCule adds that 1n accordance wıth thıs agrecmt«enNt the males of the

Dap ‘ anculı tamıly, burıed iın Hanzt’a; WEeIC stil] commemorated ın theır pPraycers
that day. sımılar agrecm eNt Was reached durıng the construction of

NUNNCLrYV AL Gunat‘le by the salyatiıon-seeking Dap “ anculı tor the temale INEM-

ers of hıs tamıly, who ftound theır eternal resting place there 7
On another OCCasıon ASsSot Kuropalates, hearıng 1bout the ack of ertile

land, donated large EeSTAtEC, iıncluding Satberdi, the rapıdly expandıng as-

LE of Hanzt’a. Patronage toward the monks W as continued after ASot’s death
( 526) When Grigol decided built 1n Satberdi 4S dependency
of Häanzt 4, ASot’s SON, Bagrat Kuropalates 826-878), oranted hım addıtional
eSTAatESs an all the essentials that WE needed tor the construction of that as-

Life, 26024_26.
Life, 2604_9
Life, 260 ;0-23.
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tery. Likewise, the second MAaSONLY church AL Hanzta W as built wıth the Mate-

rial a1d of AsSsot Kuhı 896-918), wh “overwhelmed the wıth abun-
511ant donatıons an atter hıs death W buried there.

Cooperatıon between the and the MONASTEFV continued inasmuch 4S SOt
L Grigol Hanzteli's CONLEMPOFarY an the towerıng figure of hıs tiıme, IMUST

2Ve realized that the restoratıon ot statehood W as possible NOLT only through hıs
political UuUCCCcS5 but also by fostering monasterı1es, which became the cCenters of
learnıng C absorption of Byzantıne culture.

Mutual reSspeCL between and church W aS also reflected 1n the ıdeologıical
sphere. dialogue between SOt and Grigol records Grigol 4S sayıng, “Sınce
VYOU, the kıngs, AT empowered by (6d SOVELIN OUTr COUNTFY, 1ın the Samllıc WaAaY
divine benevolence chall reflect VYOUFr rule upON us  .„12 ASot’s thus
praises Grigol: C TO the kıngs ot Israel God Ssent from tiıme tıme prophets,
bring them olory and detend the law, help the believers ran denounce the
iıntidels. In the Sgl WaY (55d has made yOou emınent 1n OUuUr tiıme bring olory

513Christıians and constantly intercede tor us betore Christ and Hıs salnts.
Thereupon Grigol replied, “Monarch, yYOU who AL called the SO  = of the prophet
Davıd, and anoıiınted by God, INaYy Christ the (Sod contirm YOU ın the inher1-

of Davıd’s kingdom and virtues. Therefore make thıs roONOUNCEMENLT:
May the rule of yYOUr children an theır seed be removed trom thıs and tor
al tiıme, but INay they stand tirmer than immovable rocks and mountaın, and be

»14glorified Orever.
hıs sacred ormula of the dıyvıne derıyatıon of the Georgıian rulers, which

simultaneously NCcCOHARTETr 1ın Constantıne Pophyrogenitus””, and which INAay
ave been employed sporadıcally before, represeNts the final redaction of the
ideological foundatıon tor the rulıng house of Bagrations’s claım be the IMOST

ancıent and MOST authentic dynasty in the world, and chould be asceribed
Grigol Hanzt’elı.

The strıvıng reestablish the ancıent CONCECPL of ruler’s divıne derivatıon 45

formulated by Grigol Hantz’elı 15 reflected also in assımılatıng the ruler’s secular
resiıdence hıs palace sacral SE HGLUTE,; church. For instance, the (Geor-
o1an LE17T tadzarı, which SINCe the tifth CENTLUFY has been applied the
palaces of sovere1gns, resiıdences of the arıstocracy 1n Georgıan lıtera-

10 Life, 2739_10; A /9

14 Life, 27719714
12 Life, 26610-12
13 Life, 26270-25

Life, 26225»31
15 De CGer, chap. 45
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CUre, 45 in the “Martyrdom of St SuSsanik” by Curtaveli*® and even in Mercule’s
bıography of Hanzt‘eli”, oradually be sed denote church.®

Building Process and Materıals

erCule provıdes us wıth abundant intormation concernıing the buildıng PIOÖ-
CCcSs$S of the monasterı1es and materıals sed As SC iın Hanzta, Parehu54t°@a,;
and elsewhere, the monasterıies of Klarjet‘i WeTrTrTCe built specıally evelled plat-
forms generally ocated the southern slopes of the mountaıns,
theır forms Al dimensions being determined by topographical exıgencıies. The
preparatıon of these platforms W asSs extremely dıfficult, an the biographer of
Grigol has the tollowing 5SaV 1ın thıs regard: “Arsen, the prior of the Ss-

LEr Y, began wıth the construction of beautiful HE church the declhivity of
VC StECPD, CFa Y mountaın whıch W 3as evelled off by usıng and firm
MOrtar wıth such long and hard labor that after the platform W as evelled AaNn! the
buttressing all W as built, 1T seemed 4S ıf the construction ot the church ıtselt

»19had een completed.
Our PTFOVECS the quotatıon be Erbe and, Aat the SUaINEC tiıme, reveals that

the between the declivity and the retaınıng ]] Was NOT completely tilled
wıth so1l (infra K3 160)

In examınıng the technique of construction ONE CAall dıstinguish LW dıistinct
building per10ds. The first, encompassıng the end of the eighth CENTLUrY an the
nınth CENTUFY, 15 characterized by the us«ec ot large, unNnNeven OT roughly squared
blocks iıncludıng boulders which AL often SEeTt in uNEeEVECN COUTrSCS wıth mınımal
aAM OUNET of HMOTtaAr and frequent fıllıngs. In all instances, the poured COTEC

between the external an ınternal faces of the all 15 ınımal.
In the second peri0d the S17ze ot the block 15 standardızed (Ca 0225 Xx0,30 m)

and SeTt in Mortar iın strictly CMVMEI COUTITSES In SOTINE instances the faces of the
blocks ATC smoothed, perfectly squared, and fitted wıth such that the
MOrtar between the margıns 1S invisıble.*° Al thıs po1Nts the rapıdly 1IMproV-
ing ecCcOoNOMIC condıtions 1n the princıpalıty of Klarjert‘i AS ell 4S the perfec-
t10n attaıned in INAaSONLY skills. Indeed, in thıs peri0d AaPPCar such renowned
MmMaster 1I14sO11S 4S Amona, the builder of the last church ın Hanzta,; wh: 15
praised by the priıor of thıs 4S the “builder wıth wısdom”. But NOLT all

16 Abuladze, Dzeglebi 1614_19; 171 79 referring the palace of hıgh tunctionarıies.
Life, 262aM; referring ASot’s palace; and 27011; referring the residence ot the teudal]l ord

8 (In thıs materıal SCC Iso Djavahısvılı, Masalebı K'art ‘ vel: eY1S materialurı Bulturıs iısStor1ıisat ‘ vıs
mseneblobis helovneba dzwvuel sak ‘ art velosı (Materıals tor the Hıstory of Materı1al Culture of the
Georgıan Natıon: vol 17 The Art ot Construction In NnNcıent Georgıa T’bilisi, 1948 |), 13,

19 Life; 27714.7
20 hıs 1$ partıcularly applıcable the south wall of the church In Hanzt’a (pl and the Tum

(pl 10)
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of the materı1als WGETI® provıded by the surroundings of the monasterı1es. In
Hanzta the lıme and VGL the SLONECS, which WEeETC purchased by the builders by
weight“, WEeIC brought trom “[araway places’ barely accessıible, precıpıtous
traıls the backs of INCN, rather than by usıng sleds OT pack anımals, 4S ONEC

would CXPECL.

Condıtions an Monastıc Litfe

We also ZEL olimpse of the brethren’s everyday ıfe in HHanzt a. Strıict regula-
t10Ns WEeTC ındeed observed, and thıs ACCOUNT read “In those days of OUr

blessed father, Grigol, the rules tor hıs discıples 45 ell 4S tor himselft WEeEeTC V
SC VT In the monk’s cells WEere small bedsteads wıth ınımum of bedding An
Just OMNC Jug in each Fhey had other luxury iın the WaY of eatıng OT

driınkıng trom what they Aatfe AT the COMMMON table, an thıs W AaS all they had
lıve Many of them dıd NOLT drıink al y wıne AT all, whıiıle those who dıd,

partook of 1t 1n strıct moderation.  2 There WEeIC chimneys ın the cells, becau
tires WEeTIC lıt Nor dıd they lıght candles AL nıght.  22a Yet the nıght W asSs

chantıng psalms and the day iın readıng of books and iın Prayer, As
Davıd SayS ° Vet the Lord ll command hıs lovıng kındness iın the daytıme, and
1ın the nıght hıs SoONg <hall be wıth me (Ps 41

The monks also performed charıtable duties which iıncluded maıntaınıng
orphanage, an consoling 4Nı provıdıng alms tor the needy. certaın AMOUNT

of 7z0o0ds called “<chare tor the poor” W 9AS designated tor distrıbution the
indıgent, because, 45 Grigol would SaY, nobody tor the POOF CEXCECDL
Christ.?

Grigol W known 45 strıct, unswervıng an moralıst. COn ONEC OCCAa-

S10N, when ASsSot Kuropalates introduced concubıne 1Into hıs castle wiıth whom
he commuıtted adultery, Grigol became ogreatly up  9 severely rebukıng the
sovereıgn and persuadıng the leave Asot and HUE Y. Grigol
interfered ın ASot’s personal ıte such CX that the kıng eventually

z Life, 2173
Life, 26637_40; 2671 S See Iso 29‘4'12 14 2/571-23; 25311-23 Durıing Lent Grigol] hıimselt ate only
lıttle LAW cabbage, and ordınary days he lıved lıttle bread and He touched
wıne trom hıs childhood days (Life, 26/8.12; SCC also 2843-28) Restraint from takıng nourısh-

15 attested also ın the “TL.ıte and Actıivıtıes of loane and FEuthime” wriıtten Dy Giorg1 tho-
ıte 1ın 10472-44 Here A told that customarıly Mondays, Wednesdays, and Frıdays,
Futhime ingested only lıttle bread and$ and durıng the rest of the week he partook of the
meals 1ın the refectorYy. NSee Abuladze, Dzeglebi, vol 2, (1967) 741314

22aLife 29413 Toward the end of the tenth CENTUrY the SaImne restriction W as practiced in the Ivyıron
Athos, where only the ser1ıbes WEeTC lowed buy o1] lıght theır lamps nıght

tor readıng and copyıng manuscrı1pts Abuladze, Dseglebi 14 8-11')
Life, 27611-24.
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became of thıs chameftul conduct and ruefully saıd, Happy 15 the 1A1l
524wh 15 longer alıve.

Importatiıon of Sacral Obyjects
Sacral object and regulations WEeTrTrC, ot COUISC, needed tor the PrOpCr functioning
of the MONASTEY, an these had be ımported from the holy places in Syrıa,
Palestine, and Constantinople. Once Grigol Journeyed wıth hıs cousın Saba
Constantıinople, where they worshıpped and prayed in al] the sacred chrines.
Returning FHanzt a he brought holy relıcs, 1CONS, and varıety of
eulogia.“” The church councıl that Was called together in Javaher‘i trom 845
S50 by (3suaram Mamp-’alı that NOT only 1CONS, manuscrı1pts, and other
holy objects WETC ımported ftrom Constantinople Klarjet‘i but also NCW,
progressive ideas*® attesting CAapCcINCSS transplant trom the famous
localıtıies of Greece exemplary CUSTOMS compatıble wıth Christian teaching.

CIn another OCccasıon Grigol asked triend wh W as travelling Jerusalem
CODPY tor hım the tyDıcon iın the lavra of the Holy Sabas“, which he eventually
had adapted tor hıs z

Learnıng a! Lıterary Actıvıtıes

Learnıng and lıterary actıvıties 1ın eighth- and nınth-century Klanyer’‘1 WEIC,
naturally, exclusıvely assoc1ated wıth the local monasterIıes. In the school of
FHanzZtd; tor instance, the brothers WOTE taught conduct and general behavior AS

ell ASs the psalms ot Davıd, which had be chanted accordıng strict rules.
They also earned toreıgn languages (Greek and Aramaıc); theological and CC

lar lıterature, and philosophy.
Already Aat the VC OUTSeEeTt literary actıvıtiıes WETC cultivated. Orıgıinal works

WEeTIC wrıtten 1ın their scr1ıptor1a and Vvarıous translations MT made trom Greek,
Syrıan, and Arabıc lıterature. Some of them A lost and NOW of theır eX1St-
GGE only though such lıterary OULEGBS 4S the “ Teachings, Wonders, an Mırac-
les  »” of Miık“el Pareheli (founder of the MONASTEFY of Pareht‘a) wrıtten by hıs
discıples toward the end of the nınth CENTUFY. Other manuscrı1pts such 4S the

74 Life, 2966_43; 29744 On thıs ACCOUNT SCC Iso T“‘archnisvılı, IA Verhältnis VO  } Kırche un!:
Staat 1mM Königreich Georgien. ” OrChr 1955); 8 A

25 Life, 26616-18; 26518-19. hıs 15 NOLT ısolated example of the importatiıon of holy objects. In the
twentıes of the eleventh CENTUFY the Catholicos Melchisedek went Constantinople before the
Emperor of the Greeks, Basıl Il who received hım ındly, and BaVC hım adornments tor the
church, 1CONS, CrOSSCS, and priestly5and he |Melchisedek] returned hıs COUNLLFY and
parish. Kauh6&iSvılı, K“ art‘lıs chovreba 112821Q 15-189 2941-3:

76 Life, 28978_33.
Z Life, 2647_»»;, 26576-31-
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“Mravalt‘avı”, which contaıns f1fty-two different works AF W as copıed byGrigol Hanzt“elı's student Makarı 1ın 564, An LLOW preserved 1n Sinai.“  8 Hanzt’el:
hımself MENALON 4S ell 4S number oft hymnographic works. Merdcule’s
bıography of Grigol Was wrıtten 1n Hanzt a an 1n Satberdi, also built byGrigol Hanzt’elı, 5op ron Satberdeli the Adısı Gospels iın 897

Wıthout doubt the scrıptor1a of the monasterıes of Klarjet‘i played S1&N1MC-
AT role 1ın the regeneratıon of learnıng an 1ın the transıtıon of Hellenic culture
into Georgıa.

Archaelogical Evıdence

According MeröcGule, the monasterı1es built by Grigol Hanzt‘elı,
Hanzta 15 asıde ftrom Opiza the oldest, largest, and perhaps, culturally MOST
sıgnıfıcant, Ssince It W as the CO of Hanzt‘elı himself. Like IMOST of the as-
terles iın thıs arca, 1t 15 ocated hıgh plateau mountaıns, 1bove
the old road the rıght sıde of the Imerhev Rıver. The Can be
reached foot ın LW three hours stretch ot the old road which reaches
trom Savset‘i through UOpı1za, Jmerkı, Doliskana, Sveti, and perhaps beyondMamac’miıinda (fıg. 1} short CUuTt leadiıng straıght from the Imerhev Rıver
and the modern road 15 INOTEC dıfficult, but the distance 15 shortened by INOTE
than half

erCule desecribes the sıte of the IMNONASTEFY 1ın amazıngly
(supra 146, 147) We are told that upOnNn hıs arrıval 1n Klarjet“i, Grigol Hanz-eli established hıimself 1ın the of Opıza, undertook search for
suıtable place built hıs z(  S an shortly thereafter began wıth the
construction. In the COMHTSE of hıs lıfetime he built wooden timber) church
which W ds later replaced wıth INAaSONTFY on  m

Some of the partly preserved STIruCTILUres built during Hanzt’elı's ıte WT the
circuit walls, the refectorYy, SCI110 cells tor monks, an Oratory outsıde otf the
monastıc enclosure. 'Io the buildings added after Hanzt’elı'’s death belong the
cCircuit walls the Gast and north sıde, the second INAaSONFY church dedicated
St George, the bel]l and SOINEC chapels outsıde the Circult walls Below
offer brief ot these ONM

28 Garıtte, Catalogue des MANUSCYIES geOorZIENS litteraires du Mont SInalt, SC 165, Subsıdia
(1956), 3 , 53-97, which contaıns the testament of Makarı (fols 27/3°-275° X
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The OCircuıit Walls of the Monastery
We AT told by erCcule that the IMOST dıifficult task iın bulldıng the 1n
Hanzta W as the levelling of the mountaın slope (supra p hıs
iıncluded the construction of retaınıng CIrcult walls, stil] in ex1istence 1n theır
orıgınal torm the C41SE an: south (fıg. Z pls 1,2) They AT 28 Zl} long
the L-Wi and 5115 - the north-south AX1S. A OO of which MUST Aave
AaVe been added later. The mıddle part ot the e12StT all 15 supported by 4 .05
wıde and 215 thick buttressing pıer. The walls 416 est preserved the eEAast
and south sıdes, where theır height reaches from 1V eight Ineters Built of
roughly CHL an NOLT always squared large blocks A boulders wıth frequent
tıllıngs, the walls aVe COTC of rubble between the exterl10r and inter10r c<hell
that 15 less than ONEC thırd ot the wall’s total thickness, which varıes trom KL
1.36 INELers Upon the rubble MOLLATr WAaSs poured, but sparıngly that SOINC of
the rocks Sa NOLT anchored the facıng STONES

These structural characteristics reflect precisely the hardshıps an
shortcomings whiıch Hanzt’elı and hıs disciples encountered in theır iınhospit-
able surroundings, devastated by Muslim intrusıions an by the plague which
decımated the COUNTFY.

The Refectory
The lowest-Iying AAA of the 15 Its southeast COTNET. It 15 occupıed by
1/7.55 long and 1214 wiıde hall; evenly divided 1Into LW halves by four
evenly spaced pıers (crucıtorm 1ın plan) iın 1tSs L-W aXI1S. The pıers A arches
Al NO SONC, but all profiled brackets orıginally carryıng the tiransverse arches
ATC preserved. The hal]l 15 provıded wıth LW parallel-sıded 1.30 wıde W1N-
OWS the E2STE (fig. Z pl an three embrasured wındows the WEeSst (ext

Q INl., int. trom 1 20 130 m:) No pılasters OT all pıers Were

employed, and the transverse arches thrown from the CrOSSarms, evidently Car-
riıed by profiled brackets, AIfCc stil] IN SItM. Preserved also aATIC the springings of the
barrel vaults and part of both vables the ANE sıde (pl 5 All architectural
elements aATC characteristic tor thıs regıon trom the end of the eighth the mıd-
dle of the tenth CENTUFY.

hıs hall 15 bonded wıth the CIrcult a1] and dısplays the Sa|mne structural
characteristic. It 15 access1ıble only trom the north by LW arched doors,; FESPCC-
tıvely 1.06 and 1 /O Ia wıde The second door, which 15 NOLT shown OUur

plan (pl 3); 15 pıerced AT distance of 27 4A5 - from the northeast COTNEeTN. The
first OOFr leads the of the whıiıle the second the
monks’ cells

In the WEeSst wall, 110 OVCIrSgrFrOWn wıth ush vegetatıion, there MUST AVe been
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fg General Plan of Hanzt a Monastery.

doorway connecting the refectory the kıtchen, whose locatıon has been
recorded. One would SUSPECL that It w 2asSs WEeSst of the refectory S: the creek
fowıng along the south retaınıng all

It should be mentioned that in the southwest COTMGI of the hall s1izable bar-
rel-vaulted cellar 15 SGCCH below ItSs Tlagstone It could ave een sed
tor StOrag«e OTr tor sımılar PurpOSC,. hıs subterranean cellar, of which
traced along the eIst retaınıng wall; indıcates that the levellıng of the slope,
which accordıng erEule“? W asS accomplished wiıth to1l,; apparently W AS

NOT carrıed throughout, SINCE the south al EAStE declivıty had NOLT een COI11-

pletely filled wıth earth. Instead, rudımentary barrel-vaulted had een
constructed along the retaınıng walls, NOLT only facılıtatıng the levellıng of the

29 Life, 25/1.7, 260»9,Z
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sıte, but also dimınıshing the outward thrust of the retaınıng walls, while sımul-
taneously serving 45 StOrage tor the monastıc communiıty.

OQur of the hall did NOLT reveal, LLOT W as 1T expected reveal, anı y
architectural sculpture.

The sımılarıty of OUTL hall other refectorıes in Tao-Klarjet’i’s monasterı1es,
particularly that ot Otchta Eklesıa, whiıch also 15 divided into LW COMPart-
en  9 A ell 4S 1tSs large S1Ze an 1tSs locatıon along the creek?”?, 1ts
tunction 245 refectory OT semınary. 1t thıs WEeTC the Casc, ONEC would EXPECL
kıtchen 1tSs WwWEeSst sıde

suggested (p 156) that the refectory WAas built AL the AT tiıme 4S the retaın-
ıng walls, T early of Grigol Hanzt’elı's buildıng aCtiVIty, namely
toward the VC en of the eighth CENTUFY.

On August 15 iın 1904 when Marr visıted the sıte he found the WEeSst of
the the remaıns of 265 112 111. wınepress wıth 1tSs 1ccessories.?}
Durıng VISItS could NOLT even tind oft such PTFCSS, which IMUST AvVe
exıisted, iınasmuch 45 according ercule the monks of Hanzt’a planted
orchards and vineyards”“, which ATC stil] being cultivated by the villagers of
today.

The Monks’ Cells

North of the refectory along the eAast retaınıng all AT the remaıns of three small
cells of sımılar dimensıons( Hs 2.60 hıgh). Mly investigatıon

that these cells WEeIC the LOPMOST floor of three-storied dormitories
mostly buried under the debris. 'The cells A unıtorm 1n reESPECT, each
havıng 1.06 wıde OOr the WEeSst an single embrasured wındow the
eE12ST. The cells below do NOLT ave wiındows the EeIST sıde, perhaps tor securıty
6480115 On the WEST, however, they had 1.67 wiıde PasSsSasc OT balcony of
which V little rema1ıns.

The tloor of the cells 15 the SAamnle leve] AD the springıng line of the refectory’s
barrel vault OW1nNg the declinıng erraın toward the southeast; consequently
the height of the refectory 15 almost twıce that of the cells

FEach of the cells, occupied by sıngle monk, W as extremely plaın, lackıng
tıreplace other com{fort, and reflecting the ascet1ic ıte that W as endured by
the monastıc COMMUNILY. Addıitional cells and ONC tor Grigol Hanzt’elı mMay

In Hanzt’a well 4S 1n Or ht‘a Eklesıia the creek tlows along the sıde of the refectory and NOL the
kıtchen.

31 Marr, Dnevnik, 153
hıs observatıon 15 contirmed by Mercule, Life, 26922

28 Djobadze, Early Medieval Georgian Monasterıes ıIn Hıstorıc Tao, Klarjet‘i, and Savset‘i
(Stuttgart, 1992)3;
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2VeEe een ocated the WEeSst sıde of therY, AfCa whiıch 15 completely
covered wıth oravel, an SOMMEC shacks, OT OVErSTOWN wıth vegetatıon.

IThe Uratory
On the eE1IST sıde, ocated between the refectory an the monks’ cells, 15 tinYy,
relatıvely ell preserved OFratOrY. Its inter10r dimensions AT 50XZ 8n 03
including 150 : deep, semiıcırcular APSC contaınıng sıngle embrasured WI1N-
dow. It 15 lanked by LW SQUAarC nıches (fig Z pl 1 tradıtional element tor
the chapels of thıs reg10n. 'The ADSC 15 elevated trom the tloor by sıngle Step
The chapel’s total height 15 2 .60 I1l., It 15 accessıible trom the WEeSst by 100 B

wıde OOT. Sometime atter 1t had een constructed, iIt W as evidently embellished
wıth ll paıntings of which small fragments remaın AT tloor level hıs chapel 15
bonded the adjacent buildiıngs an 15 cCOoONtempoOrary wıth them, displaying the
Samnle architectural teatures.

'The Chapel Extramurosv
Some fıfty meters southwest of the monastıc enclosure Just above spring 15
small barrel-vaulted, apsed chapel. Its inter10r dimensıions ATC Z
(fig D pls 4, >5 Its ECASTEeLN all 15 alıgned flush wıth the arcuated nıche (W.
288 IN., 1.54 m.) Ver recessed spring (see pl that flows abundantly CVCN

On hot SULUHIGT days, and MUST aVve provıded the wıth FPHCH:6 than
sufficıent tor al]

The chapel 15 built wıth roughly squared (JI: someti1mes UHNEVER blocks a1d iın
ırregular COUFTFSCS, varyıng consıderably 1ın S17 e. One should also call attention
the thickness of the wall; which varıes from 097 105 LI1. , whıle the COTC of the
rubble between the facıng STONES 15 V NarrO W, NOLT exceeding O27 'The
chapel has 1tSs E4MST sıde \AS NarfO W, arcuated wındow. Its WEeSst all 15 NO

SONC, but CCn ıt 1t W as orıginally pıerced by sımılar openıng, 1tSs inter10r would
ave been ve dimly lıt 'The only 15 through the NAarrOowW (0:72
wıde) doorway the south.

On the bhasıs of 1ts structural method and 1ts sımılarıty early medieval
chapels, such 4S the prıvate chapel of ASsot Kuropalates, an the
SITUCLUTFrEeS describes above, 1t could be placed Ar the VC en of the eighth CE1I1-

Cu At the Same tiıme ONeE wonders why een observer of Hanzta 4S

erCule oes NOLT CC fleetingly mentıon thıs lonely chapel.
Ingorokva’s ıdentitfication of thıs chapel wıth the first INAaSONTY ((( 1d„)

church 15 obviously incorrect tor number of LeC4aSONS first, 1t 15 built rela-
tıvely Even ground, NOLT requırıng the hard labor of levelling the sıte tor COIN-
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OO

4.40 m

1g Chapel, Extra Muros, Above Spring, Plan

struction 45 described by MercGule;** second, It 15 Oocated outsıde the monastıc
enclosure: thırd, 1T 15 NOLT church but only tıny OFratorvy untıt for church
servıce; and fourth, iın describing the buildıng PTOÖCCSS of the church, erCcule
would NOT ave omıtted the tact that It had een built Over spring.

Some of the chapels built AT different times atter the eighth CENTLUCY the
outskiırts of the ave described Previ0us occasıon.”

The Building Actıvıtıes atter the Death of Grigol Hanzt’elı
Despite Ooccasıonal setbacks the eCONOMIC condıtions tor the monasterıes in
Tao-Klarjet‘“i, includıng those tor the MONASLEFV ot Fanzt a, continued
IMprove and the monastıc cCommunıty proceeded expand. Consequently,
after the death of Hanzt’elı the bulldıng aCt1vity wıthın the monastıc enclosure
and ItS surroundıngs advanced A4AS ell Some of these S1TruCGCEIures Can be ıden-
tiıtied:

Life, 26024 379 an tor the second INAaSsONTY church: 27714_7.
Djobadze, Monasterıes, 2 , lıg
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The Second (“Ne „) Masonry Church

On the northeast sect10n, the hıghest poınt of the mandra, OVer 6.00 I11.

hıgh substructure, which 15 flush but NOLT bonded the CAStETi retaınıng wall;
lıes the HC OT second MasONrCY church dedicated St George.” Despite the
levelling of the declhivity tor the construction of the Church, 1tSs floor level 15
AT the SAnl height 45 the springing lıne of the refectory’s barrel vault. Thus, the
church wıth ItSs height of eighteen meters boldly omınates the and
Its surroundıngs.

Owıng stone-pillagıng AaN! climatic-calamıties, 4A45 ell 45 1ts precarıo0us
sıtuatıon, the church 15 1n lamentable 1ts barrel vaults AT almost COIN-

pletely SONC, the facıng STONES of the Tum avVe een removed, and the roof tiles
AaVe disappeared. After 1967 the CAStern pıer of the north aisle W as completely
demolished. Still, the church’s APPCATANCE 15 rather impress1ve.

Typologically the church belongs the erucıtorm domed buildıngs (fig. 4) 1n
which the 15 inscrıibed wiıthiıin SQUaLC plan (cross-ın-square). Its inter10r
wıdth equals 1056 IN., 1tSs length 16.86 Il., including the AaDSC (pl AT 1ts PreS-
bytery(m.) 'The rectangular sıde ( mM.) tlankıng
the ADSC do NOLT OPCH into it; but the WEeSst by 0.96 wiıde openıngs. 'The
estarm 15 4 .60 IM., whereas the aisles barely reach wıdth of 7006 111. The walls
of the AaVC ATC supported by LW paırs of pıers(M:) which ave
intercolumn1atıion. The profiled brackets, orıginally carryıng the arches ot the
barrel vault, ATIC preserved (pls 6, f The tour slıghly pointed riıbbed arches of
the central bay SUuppOrt the ome The transıtıon from the SQUAaATC base the
octagonal Tum 15 archieved by squınches (pl Ö, 1g , Likewise, the transıtıon
ftrom the octagonal Tum the dome’s cırcular base 15 accomplished by challow
CONCAVEC triangular monolıths.

The exter10r of the dome’s Trum 15 dodecagonal and evenly pierced by four
arcuatedA The drum’s surface 15 emphasızed by twelve blınd arches
carrıed by paıred colonnettes (pl 9 The outstandıng eature of the ome 1S 1tSs
roofing which 15 also divided Into twelve CVG1 of cusped an furrowed
rıbbings 1n the form of half-open umbrella. These roof ATIC arranged
iın such ashıon that they form vables wıth rectangular stepped cornıces above
blınd arches. hıs innOovatıve desıgn of the dome, whiıch shortly atfter aDPCars
also 1in Opıza an much later 1n Armenıuan churches (Anl. Bjnı1, Marmasen),
should be credited the MASter of OUT church, Amona, wh 15 hıghly
praised by ercule.?” The INAaSONLY 15 the mortared rubble faced wıth well-cut,

O0oN atfter the construction of thıs church the retaınıng wall of the W as extended by
Va the north.

S Life, 2778
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e Church of St George, Plan

smoothly surfaced, and evenly coursed blocks, which ATC squared AN! Joıned
wıth such that the Mortar 1S invısıble between the Ur SsecSs (pl 10)

For the ınter10r chell of the church walls roughly picked blocks ave been
employed wıth tIrequent uUus«c of small tıllıngs (pl. 6) Evıdently the
ıntended the 4]l wıth all paıntings. tound small Tragments of such
paınting the toor level of the ADSC, but Marr SAa INalıy fragments, SOTINEC of
which ore Georgıian mrvglovanı inscrıptions made wıth black pigment.””

'The buılldıng PFOCCSS of the church MUST AVE been accelerated by the us«ec of
newly standardızed blocks, observed by Mercule, addıtional LrCASONMN

tor hım praıse the archictect Amona.
The church oft St George, although devo1d of sculptural Ornamentatıon 1S,

38 Marr, Dnevnik, 146, 147
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however, the earlıest example in Tao-Klarjet‘i where the introduced
decorative elements, such 4S the “Faltendach” wıth broken stepped COFrNIiCe,
the artıculatiıon of the drum)’s exterl1o0r surface by blind arcades, and the enliven-
ıng of the paıred colonnettes, capıtals, and bases wıth red pıgment. Reddish
tine-grained blocks facıng the drum urther enhance the WAarmn, pıctor1al effect of
the OoOme hovering a1above the entıire Wırch al that wealth the church

der that erCule calls 1t the c  NeW an beautitul church”*? AaNn! lauds ItSs 1INnnOva-
should orıgınally ave made lastıng impact admırıing SpeCTatOrS. Small WON-

Life, ZTL ä
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t1ve archıtect ““  4S builder wıth wisdom”.  » 40 Another decoratıve iInnOvatıve
ZE6CENt 15 the placement of omega-shaped wındow TOW wıth equal-armed
salıent red N: the arcuated wındow (pl the e4ST. facade, alludıng
the second comıng of Christ. “}

We AT ell ıntormed by erCule about the ate of the church. He mentıons
that construction began under SO Kuhı, uke of Dukes, ruler of Klarjet’1
896-918), an that 15 W aS completed by hıs nephew, Gurgen 8-9 Thus,
the church could AVe been under construction ftrom X96 941 However, the
archıitecture and the construction techniıque, such 4S the application of ashlar
the walls, the uUuSs«ec of standardızed blocks, and the iıntroduction of those
decoratıve elements enumerated above, LLAaALTTOW the chronological lımıts, aN! 1t
would NOLT be tarfetched SUggECSL that the construction of the church HU SE 2Ve
begun toward the A end of Asot  S rule, and atter hıatus of SOTINC ıfteen

W 3as completed by Gurgen shortly before 941

The Bell Tower

The bell OWeEer, consıstıng of LW stor1es, 15 ocated the WEeStTt sıde of the
H.2 pl 11) Its construction materıal 15 the Samnle ASs that of the

church ıtself. Ar present the 15 sed wınter todder, and EC-

quently It 15 ell preserved. Its lower SLOTY, consıstıng of SQUaTLEC COMPartiment
(exteri0r dimens1ıons 4 50 m2)‚ 15 built of unevenly coursed, roughly picked
blocks. 'The second SLOTY, the bell PprODpCrI, constructed of smooth-sur-
faced ashlar, 15 sixteen-sıded Tum Set ciırcular ase TIhe edges of the
drum’s facets AIC emphasızed by shallow, angular rıbs The TU 15 evenly
pierced by eight arcuated, parallel-sıded apertures 1:.95 I11., 0.58 m.) The
drum’s cornıce 15 accentuated by bıllet molding cOonNsıstıNg of alternatıng
red an yellowısh squared blocks. Its conıcal root 15 tormed by S1xteen sect1ons
of riıbbed interlockıng pantıles ending in broken CaVCs, echoing the
of the church’s OoOme The roof 15 topped by small OSS resemblıng the bel]

ıtself.
The ate of the bell Can be determined by LW mason’s inSscr1pti0ons

carved the portion of the Trum s northeast surface. It contaıns1-

OUS clumsy linguistic-orthographic mistakes and paleographıc teatures SUSgECSL-

4.() Life, 2778
41 On the theological meanıng of such CTOSSC5S5 PTFECUFSOIS of Chrıist, 66 Djobadze, Monasterıes,

About LW ecades atter the construction of the Hanzt’a church the architectural sculpture of
the churches 1n Tao-Klarjet‘i instead of the plaın geometric CTOSSCS employs exclusıvely the
“leaved” “florishing” CTOSSC5S5 ıIn which the of Christ and the paradısıacal Ere@e ot ıte ATC

organıcally tused On thıs ACCOUNT SCC ıbid., 154, fg and 200-202, 1g F:
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ıng that the bell could NOLT aVvVe been built before the fourteenth century.““
Furthermore, ıf NOLT mistaken, bel] LtOWEerSs wWere unknown 1ın Georgıa before
the thırteenth CENTUFY.,

Identification of the Monastery
On August 14, 1904, when Marr arrıved AT the of “ LOower OTA
(1.e Flantz a); he ımmedıiıatedly exclaımed that he Was 1in the Monastery of Sat-
berdi.” hıs mistaken iıdentification of the of Hanzt:a (in Lower
PAOrt:a) as Satberdi Was accepted by MOST scholars, until It Was corrected byIngorokva”“, who iıdentified the ın Lower P‘ort‘a 4S that of Hanzt a.
Indeed, agalnst Marr’s iıdentification of the of Hänzta 4A5 Satberdi
there ATC ırretutable AargumeNnts:

In the Life of Grigol Hanzt’elı erCcule &1VveSs ACCOUNLT of Journey
undertaken during the thırtiıes of the nınth CENTUrY by the kıng of Klarjet‘i,
Bagrat ] ın the COMPDANY of hıs LW brothers and Grigol Hanzt’elı wıth hıs
assoc1ated monks, ın order visıt the monasterı1es oft the reg10n. The worldly
dignitaries and the holy HICH began theır Journey 1ın ATFt anüj1,; the capıtal of
Bagrat’s kıngdom. First they visıted the newly established of Sat-
berdi; then, passıng the monasterıes of Obpıza, amzta, Mıdznadzoroi, and
C Karost avil; they tınally Camne the of Bert‘a. Their ıtınerary log1-
cally proceeded from south north and BAStT (see OUur INap f1g 1), tollowing
cCOnNtInuOus of existing monasteries.?

In the SaIe SI UGE AL told that the MONASTEFY closest Opiıza W as

Hänzt'a. “
ercule continues: “although Satberdi 15 somewhat distant from these

monasterı1es 11.€ Hanzt a Bert’a, ©p17z4,; € karost avıl, it 15 through 1tSs teach-
Ings an all other benevolent deeds that 1t 15 inseparable from them.  47 Sınce the
local rulers and the spirıtual dignitaries began theır Journey 1in Art anu]y1, an
Ssince the first church they ınspected Was Satberdi, which W asSs tarthest from the
other Klarjet‘i monasterıes, It 15 ımpossıble ıdentify the MONASTEFYV of Lower
Porta; namely Fanzt:a, 45 Satberdi. The MONASTEFY of Satberdi MUST aVe been
ocated iın the vicınıty of Artt anuyı.

We AT also told that sınce the MONASTEFY of Hanzt‘a did NOT ave sutfficient
and sustaın itselt, Grigol Hanzrt’elı requested and receıved from Kıng SOT

COn these Inscr1pt1ons SCC Djobadze, Monasterıes, LE
43 Marr, Dnevnik, 139

Ingorokva, Georg:ı Mercule (T'bıilısı, 1954), A0/5710
45 Life, AL TDTE

Life, 31150448 1330-35-
4 / Life, 31334_37.
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ertile and 1ın Satberdi, where he eventually built Aas dependency
of Hanzta.“ Indeed, the rocky erraın of Hanzt a CONSsISts of POOT, unyıelding
land, while Satberdi has plentitul arable and Al ertile orchards.“”

In the second chapter of document describing the bıshoprics of the Geor-
o1an provınce Meshet‘1 learn that between Opiıza and Hanzt a lıes place
called “Dahatula” °° Marr ocated thıs Dahatula between Opiıza and Lower
P’ort‘a (Hanzt'a),” which PTOVECS that the MONaASTECYy ın Lower Port’a 15 ındeed
Hanzt a and NOLT Satberdi.

Fınally, the colophon of Georgıan manuscrıipt (no R tol 192 PTre-
served in St Catherine’s AT Sinal refers the “blessed tather Grigol”
4S “builder of Hanzta: and Marko7z 4S “builder of the bel] of
€ 5 52  Hanzt‘a Sınce the monasterı1es of Klarjet’i only the ın
Lower P“orta (1.:8.; Hanzta) has bell Wer; there (1 be doubt that thıs
Markoz mentioned ere and the Markoz mentioned the bel]l tower’s inscr1p-
tıon in Hanzt’a ATC ONEC a! the Samnle 9  person.

Outsıde of the monastıc enclosure AT few chapels, hermitage, Ar other
structural remaıns of hıstorical sıgnıfıcance discussed by Djobadze.”“

hope that thıs brief of the Hanzt’a MONASLECY 111 interest 1n
systematıc, extensıve study of the monasterıes of Tao, Klarjet‘1, and SavSet‘i,

and stimulate the COM GGIn tor theır protection 4as ell

45 Life, 26237 _40
49 WAas NOT able locate the INof Satberdi: but 1t 15 tempting ıdentify IT wıth the church

Yen1 Rabat. See Djobadze, Monasterıes, 45-485
Jordanıa, K'ronıkebi, vol (Tbiulıisı, FA

51 Marr, Dnevnik, 141, 142; e Iso Ingorokva, Georg:ı MerCule, 211
DJavahısvılı, SIN125 mtSs K'‘art‘ul helnac’ert‘a agc’erıloba (Description of the Georgıan 1NUS-

cr1pts Mount Sınal) (Tbilıisı, » 24'117 D:
53 Recently the ıdentification of Hanzt’a Was dıscussed by Menabde, Z7wel: K“art‘ulı Mc6°erlobis

Kerebi (Ancıent Georgıian lıterary centers), vol (Tbilıisı, » 396-400, who, mınd
unconvıncıngly, detend Marr’s opınıon.
DJjobadze, Monasterıes, 26


