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Syriac Inscriptions from al IiIira

In 1974, the Japanese Archaeological Expedition )rag® discovered the sıte of
Aın Sha’hja and the adjacent Dukakın 170 km south of Baghdad and 15 km
WEest of Najaf.* Atter preliminary soundıngs 1n 1986, z CasOo11s5 of digging
WCCIC conducted 1ın}and 1988-1989 * At Aın Sha’ia church W das CX A

vated, which W AS distinguished by SANCLUAFY wıth straıght EC4stT al instead of
AaDSC that 15 customary 1n Byzantıne architecture. It belongs southern Me-

sopotamıan regional style,” wıth examples ar Hıra and Ctesiphon, that also -
tended Into the Gulf, where church has been discovered AT al-Qusur the 15-
and of Faılaka, Kuwait.* The building AT Aın Sha’ia has been placed wıthın the
transıtional per10d of ate Sasanıan-KEarly Islamic, accordıng wıth the dates 45 -

sıgned the other sıtes where churches aVe been found.?

The author wıshes extend her thanks Proft. Hıdeo Fu)11, Dırector ot the Japanese Archaeol-
ogıcal Expedition Iraq and Chairman of the Instıtute tor Cultural Studies of ncıent Irag, KO-
kushıiıkan Unıiversıity, Tokyo, Japan. Additionally Dr. Yasuyoshı Okada, also member of the
Japanese Archaeological Expedition Iraq an Lecturer the Instıtute tor Cultural Studies ot
ncıent Irag, Kokushikan Unıiversıty, Tokyo, lIrag tor theır perm1ss1ıon publish the Syrıiac 1N-
scr1pt10ns.
See Fıg. Map Kerbala Najaf region of south-west Iraq showing the locations sıte
of Aın Sha An the Dukakın
Hıdeo Fuyn al., “ E xcavatıons Aın Sha’ja rulns anı Dukakın Caves’”, Al Rafıdan (1989);
pp.27-88, tor comprehensıve repOort the eXCcavatıons.
15 Trımıngham, Christianity the Arabs In pre-Islamıc tiımes (London F9L3). Fr

114, summarızed the architectural style DLZ “The maın body of the church 15 rectangular, the
pillars supporting the arches of burnt brick divıde 1t INnto three-aıisled ditice At the south-east
en AT three chapels (diakonikon, martyrıon®), separated by the maın body by massıve DIETS:
However, he has NOLT mentioned the salıent feature oft Mesopotamıan churches, 1.e the straıght
ECASsSTt wall of the SANCLIUAFY.
Iwo churches, excavated 1n 1931 al Hıra, d1iIC discussed by Talbot-Rıice, “The Oxtord Exca-
vatıons Hıra, BT Antıqu1ty V{ (1932); 276-7291 and 1n ıdentically titled artıcle in Ars
Islamıiıca ( SE The church excavated al Qasr 1Nt a ] Qadı, 15 desceribed bDy (Jscar
Reuther, “The (German exXxCcavatıons Ctesiphon”, AÄntıquı1ty “The MOST FEGEeENT
and thorough discussion the subject, collatıng ll Prev1OUS evidence 15 by Yasuyoshı Okada,
“Early Christian architecture 1n the Iragı south-western desert”, Rafıdan XII (F9913: Yl

Sınce hıs publication, Bernard and ]- Salles, “ Discovery ot Chrıiıstian church al-
Qusur”, Faılaka (Kuwaıt), Proceedings ofthe Seminar for Arabıan Studies 1 (1991); /-13, has
appeared 1n prıint.
Fuyu, O CLE 61 Talbot-Rice, CIL. 4982); B dates the church al Mound the late 7th
century-early Sth CENTLUFY Reuther, CS 451 places the second and later ot the
church Ctesiphon the mıddle end of the sıxth CENLUTFY Bernard an Salles, OP. CLE

OrChr (1996)
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68 Hunter

The maın body of the church AT Aın Sha’ıa W as divided iınto three sect1ons 1n
which W as tound C consıderable AMOUNT of fragments ot al plaster bearıng
Syrıac etters” TICAT: the mud-brick pıer-wall separatıng the central from the
right-hand aisle.© Most of the 48 SyPSULL pıeces only CONsIst of sıngle COU-

ple of characters, but everal] ditferent hands Catı be detected./ Hence, 1ın the
Jorıty of 1It has NOLT been possıble determiıne the physical rrangemen of
the ditterent cherds 1LLOT uCcCt anı y readıngs. However, aMONSSL thıs M1S-
cellany ot fragments SG z pIeCES which WEEIC wrıtten by the SAaImnle hand 1in
cursıve Nestorı1an script.8 They belong the inscrıption (Inscrıption I: al-
though theır precıse relatiıonshıp 15 L110 unclear.

Inscrıiption The larger fragment (8.0>x5.0 CM) reads:68  Hunter  The main body of the church at Ain Sha’ia was divided into three sections ın  which was found “a considerable amount of fragments of wall plaster bearıng  Syriac letters” near the mud-brick pier-wall separating the central from the  right-hand aisle.° Most of the 48 gypsum pieces only consist of a single or a cou-  ple of characters, but several different hands can be detected.” Hence, in the ma-  jority of cases it has not been possible to determine the physical arrangement of  the different sherds nor to reconstruct any readings. However, amongst this mis-  cellany of fragments are two pieces which were written by the same hand in a  cursive Nestorian script.” They belong to the same inscription (Inscription I), al-  though their precise relationship ıs now unclear.  Inscription I. The larger fragment (8.0x5.0 cm) reads:  ... works and [enclosures]  1.1. 7 bdjn wdiyn  ,(."1.1c\ eı T  1.2. wbw&dgh wl  Na mortasa  ... both his [declaration] and  1.3. y $Im’ wb  wa K,  ... [peace]:and  1:4: L.. y dmk  °  amny,... X  ... [proscribed/proclaimed]  Sigla: h = uncertain reading,  [doing] = tentative translation  1.1 e t7a 1a0 + “works and enclosures”. V z “do make” often occurs in  Syriac dedications, denoting physical action as well as acts of patronage,? al-  though the Perfect tense is usually preferred. » 1= \ may be the plural absolute  of the noun r<x= s “deed, property”, but no Seyyame can be detected here or  accompanying the next word, ending ın a final, unattached Nun, that is tenta-  tively read as the plural absolute of r<x+. The various meanings of this noun cen-  tre on the idea of a courtyard, hence “enclosure” may be appropriate, especially  ın view of the earthworks that surround Sıte E  1.2 \a moxasa “both his [declaration] and”. The double conjunction Waw  could also be interpreted as “and ... and”. The reading is tentative arising from  difficulties surrounding the penultimate letter, however r<oxas “declaration,  prediction” might be appropriate.  1.3 —a <>a\ y , “[peace] and”. The Mim-Alaph combination is clear, and  from the spacing “peace” might be proposed.  p- 11 cautiously assign Level 1 of the stratigraphic sequence at al Qusur to the first half of the sev-  enth century AD.  Fujii, op. cit., p. 39.  See Erica C.D. Hunter, “Report and catalogue of inscribed fragments: Ain Sha’ia and Dukakin  caves near Najaf, Iraq”, Al Rafidan X (1989), pp. 89-108.  Cf. W.H.P. Hatch, An Album of Dated Syriac Manuscripts (Boston: 1946), Plate CLXII (dated  719-720 AD).  Refer Erica C.D. Hunter, “An inscribed reliquary from the Middle Euphrates”, OrChr 75  (1991), pp. 153-154 for further discussion of the multifarious application of V _ x=s.works and lenclosures]8 bDdyn wc°l?yn (."!:m e1:1A
12 wbwWddgh zl Aa LO 303468  Hunter  The main body of the church at Ain Sha’ia was divided into three sections ın  which was found “a considerable amount of fragments of wall plaster bearıng  Syriac letters” near the mud-brick pier-wall separating the central from the  right-hand aisle.° Most of the 48 gypsum pieces only consist of a single or a cou-  ple of characters, but several different hands can be detected.” Hence, in the ma-  jority of cases it has not been possible to determine the physical arrangement of  the different sherds nor to reconstruct any readings. However, amongst this mis-  cellany of fragments are two pieces which were written by the same hand in a  cursive Nestorian script.” They belong to the same inscription (Inscription I), al-  though their precise relationship ıs now unclear.  Inscription I. The larger fragment (8.0x5.0 cm) reads:  ... works and [enclosures]  1.1. 7 bdjn wdiyn  ,(."1.1c\ eı T  1.2. wbw&dgh wl  Na mortasa  ... both his [declaration] and  1.3. y $Im’ wb  wa K,  ... [peace]:and  1:4: L.. y dmk  °  amny,... X  ... [proscribed/proclaimed]  Sigla: h = uncertain reading,  [doing] = tentative translation  1.1 e t7a 1a0 + “works and enclosures”. V z “do make” often occurs in  Syriac dedications, denoting physical action as well as acts of patronage,? al-  though the Perfect tense is usually preferred. » 1= \ may be the plural absolute  of the noun r<x= s “deed, property”, but no Seyyame can be detected here or  accompanying the next word, ending ın a final, unattached Nun, that is tenta-  tively read as the plural absolute of r<x+. The various meanings of this noun cen-  tre on the idea of a courtyard, hence “enclosure” may be appropriate, especially  ın view of the earthworks that surround Sıte E  1.2 \a moxasa “both his [declaration] and”. The double conjunction Waw  could also be interpreted as “and ... and”. The reading is tentative arising from  difficulties surrounding the penultimate letter, however r<oxas “declaration,  prediction” might be appropriate.  1.3 —a <>a\ y , “[peace] and”. The Mim-Alaph combination is clear, and  from the spacing “peace” might be proposed.  p- 11 cautiously assign Level 1 of the stratigraphic sequence at al Qusur to the first half of the sev-  enth century AD.  Fujii, op. cit., p. 39.  See Erica C.D. Hunter, “Report and catalogue of inscribed fragments: Ain Sha’ia and Dukakin  caves near Najaf, Iraq”, Al Rafidan X (1989), pp. 89-108.  Cf. W.H.P. Hatch, An Album of Dated Syriac Manuscripts (Boston: 1946), Plate CLXII (dated  719-720 AD).  Refer Erica C.D. Hunter, “An inscribed reliquary from the Middle Euphrates”, OrChr 75  (1991), pp. 153-154 for further discussion of the multifarious application of V _ x=s.both hıs \ declaratıon] and
13 Im wb :C\r<:'.'l.\.!‚ peace| and

[ MR AT , [proscribed/proclaimed)
Sıgla: uncertaın readıng, domng] tentatıve translatıon

61 TIa “works and enclosures” (cdo make  » often OCCUT'S 1n
Syriac dedications, denoting physıcal actıon AS ell AGTESs of patronage,” al-
though the Perftfect 15 usually preferred. INaYy be the plural absolute
of the OUuUmNnn m3 “deed, Property. ; but Seyyame Can be detected ere
accompanyıng the XT word, ending ın final, unattached Nun, that 15 a-

tıvely read A4AS the plural absolute of m<375 The Varlıous meanıngs of thıs OUulmn GE

BÜ the ıdea of courtyard, hence “enclosure” INa Yy be appropriate, especially
1n V1CEW ot the earthworks that surround ıte

12 Na C(TLO TCLIC) “both hıs |declaratıon] and’? The double conjunction Waw
could also be interpreted 4S C  Anı68  Hunter  The main body of the church at Ain Sha’ia was divided into three sections ın  which was found “a considerable amount of fragments of wall plaster bearıng  Syriac letters” near the mud-brick pier-wall separating the central from the  right-hand aisle.° Most of the 48 gypsum pieces only consist of a single or a cou-  ple of characters, but several different hands can be detected.” Hence, in the ma-  jority of cases it has not been possible to determine the physical arrangement of  the different sherds nor to reconstruct any readings. However, amongst this mis-  cellany of fragments are two pieces which were written by the same hand in a  cursive Nestorian script.” They belong to the same inscription (Inscription I), al-  though their precise relationship ıs now unclear.  Inscription I. The larger fragment (8.0x5.0 cm) reads:  ... works and [enclosures]  1.1. 7 bdjn wdiyn  ,(."1.1c\ eı T  1.2. wbw&dgh wl  Na mortasa  ... both his [declaration] and  1.3. y $Im’ wb  wa K,  ... [peace]:and  1:4: L.. y dmk  °  amny,... X  ... [proscribed/proclaimed]  Sigla: h = uncertain reading,  [doing] = tentative translation  1.1 e t7a 1a0 + “works and enclosures”. V z “do make” often occurs in  Syriac dedications, denoting physical action as well as acts of patronage,? al-  though the Perfect tense is usually preferred. » 1= \ may be the plural absolute  of the noun r<x= s “deed, property”, but no Seyyame can be detected here or  accompanying the next word, ending ın a final, unattached Nun, that is tenta-  tively read as the plural absolute of r<x+. The various meanings of this noun cen-  tre on the idea of a courtyard, hence “enclosure” may be appropriate, especially  ın view of the earthworks that surround Sıte E  1.2 \a moxasa “both his [declaration] and”. The double conjunction Waw  could also be interpreted as “and ... and”. The reading is tentative arising from  difficulties surrounding the penultimate letter, however r<oxas “declaration,  prediction” might be appropriate.  1.3 —a <>a\ y , “[peace] and”. The Mim-Alaph combination is clear, and  from the spacing “peace” might be proposed.  p- 11 cautiously assign Level 1 of the stratigraphic sequence at al Qusur to the first half of the sev-  enth century AD.  Fujii, op. cit., p. 39.  See Erica C.D. Hunter, “Report and catalogue of inscribed fragments: Ain Sha’ia and Dukakin  caves near Najaf, Iraq”, Al Rafidan X (1989), pp. 89-108.  Cf. W.H.P. Hatch, An Album of Dated Syriac Manuscripts (Boston: 1946), Plate CLXII (dated  719-720 AD).  Refer Erica C.D. Hunter, “An inscribed reliquary from the Middle Euphrates”, OrChr 75  (1991), pp. 153-154 for further discussion of the multifarious application of V _ x=s.and” The readıng 15 tentatıve arısıng from
dıifficulties surroundıng the penultimate letter, however m<’og931A5 “declaratıon,
predıction ” miıght be appropriate.

13 [ peace] and” The Mım-Alaph combinatıon 15 clear, and
trom the spacıng “peace” might be proposed.

141 cauti0ously assıgn Level of the stratıgraphic al il Qusur the tirst halt of the SCV -

enth CENTUCY
Fu])11, CI 39
See Erıca Hunter, “ Report and catalogue ot insceribed fragments: Aın Sha’ja and Dukakın

AT Na]jaf, Iraq ; AI Rafıdan (1989); 910
C# W H Hatch, An Album of Dated 5yrıaC Manauscrıpts (Boston: Plate (dated
719-/77206 AD)
Reter Erıca Hunter, An inser1bed relıquary trom the Mıddle Euphrates”, OrChr /5
499413 153154 tor urther diıscussıon of the multitarıous application of
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Plate Inscrıiption from Church (sıte Aın Shd’14 |Fragment

\ W y.

/R  x
Inscription from Church (sıte Aın Shadıa |Fragment Lıine drawıng



F Hunter

12 > * [pProscHbed] - The relatıve PFrONOUN Dalath INa V introduce
the Pael OT Aphel partıicıple, wıth Pael “proscribe” ()I: Aphel ”proclaim *,
being suggested readıng.

The smaller tragment ot Inscription (5:5 x 3  IM CmM) reads:

E {y}‘qwb —00{} Jacob
1 W EWM r narda "IThomas

a ND N1:3 D $y ... [stopped]
T7 and

Sıgla: uncertaın readıng, [doing] tentatıve translatıon, y} reconstruction

00{ } *.. Jacob-. The iınıtıal ocdh Ga be reconstructed of thıs fre-
quently attested NAaImne 1n Syriac literature,  10 which INa Y 2VeE been part of the
COINLMMNON concatenatıon of patrıarchal Abraham, Isaac and Jacob ASs

1n that W as found 1ın the altar-area of the church A4: Qasr bınt 4]
Qadı, AT Ctesiphon.“”
i r „narha C  and Thomas” 'The conjunction Waw mıtıgates agalnst the

epıthet ı15 being used, makıng 1t unlikely that the renowned ailnlle reters ıIn thıs
452CONTLEXT the apostle Thomas.

13 Qa N O |stopped]”. Whıilst the elongated stroke contirms the Ayın
tinal letter, Al tirst it seemed 45 though the second word might be read 4S

“name” However, there AIC irAaGces of the stroke which would torm the head
ot the Mım, CVENn though the fragment has issure Al thıs poınt. INa Y be
conjugated from \/.LCL!. “daub, StOP DD  UB metaphorically “StOP ”.
The locatıon of Inscrıption I1Cal the second openıng 1n the north pıer-wall of
the church 15 directly opposıte where OIlC miıght CXPECL tind the ‘bema’ 0)8 als
from which the clergy delivered the offices and commenced the MaAass.  15 More-
OVCI, the inseribed fragments Were discovered CaT LW chests, ONMNC wiıthin the
other, which W.GIE built 1Into the north pıer wall.!* The PEXCAVALOTS offer expla-
natıon about theır tunction although, the Kıtab al Mijdal relates, eccles1astical

10 Nee I  Y 1n Payne Smuith, Thesaurus 5Syriacus, vols., (Oxford S  3 vol I) col 1614
11 Reter J. Kröger, “Sasanıdischer Stuckdekor”, Baghdader Forschungen, 982), 48 tor NS-

latıon oft the inscr1ıption, wıth photograph Plate 12  I
12 See n} ın Payne Smith, OP. C vol IL, col EL
13 The buildıng AL Sıte F tollows the SAaillE plan the church ot Mound 3C al Hira, where Talbot-

Rıce tound the Lraces of ‘bema’, and urther investigatıon ot the central aısle, which has NOL
een excavated, cshould reveal thıs teature. See Talbot Rıce, O C: 932); JR} Fıey, Mos-
soul chretienne, (Beırut: 1 939) S3 also consıders thıs fteature be present 1ın the church which
W 4S excavated AL Mound aM 76-7% discusses the ‘bema’ 1ın e2Stfern church archıiteecture.

14 Fuy1t, OL:, 38_-39 and Fıg
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Inscrıption from Church (sıte Aın Shaıa Fragment ıne Drawıng



v Hunter

dignitarıes could be buried Ar Varıous points wiıthin churches.}> The tıllıng of
z chests wıth mud-bricks and crushed mud-stone, doubt theır tunc-
t10N 4S sepulchres especı1ally S1INCe the EXCAVAaLOTS observe that c  NO sıgnıfıcant ob-
Jects WLG unearthed” from them  16 However, if INaYy be possıble that such
SITaVCS WLG tilled 1n atter the bones of theır OCCUP3.I'I[S WEIC exhumed and NSsS-

terred relıquarıes which would A been housed ın the martyrıon.

In these CVENIS; plaque miıght mark the orıgınal place of burıal especı1ally S1INCE
It W AS opposıte the tocal point in the maın body of the church. The z frag-

INaYy ave been part of commemoratıve inscr1ıption, where T7

“700ds ABa enclosures” reterred actıon of endowment OT patronage. The
tentatıve readıngs C(T1LO.1CL3C) “declaratıon” aN! “Peace” ın 11 and
spectively miıght also be compatıble, 45 would Vıra iın 4, ırrespectıve of
whether 1T 15 read 4S Pael Aphel. The z cited PCISONS, Jacob aN! Thomass,
INa Yy aVe been the edicands of the inscr1ıption. Alternatıvely, the <
INa Y reter the PCISONS wh W-GiIe orıginally iınterred ın the chests, dis-
tinguished eccles1iastıcs around whose remaıns the MONASLEFY W as built.*/ Or
the INAaYy reter bıshops of Hıra (1 patrıarchs of the Nestorı1an Church,
ot whom S1X WEeICcC reputedly buried A Hira.!$

Despite the brevıty oft Its MUCHETS; Inscription collectively affırms what the
architectural remaıns attest, that Aın Sha’ıa W AasSs the locatıon of si7zeable
l11210US communıty 1n which the church, enclosed wiıthıin the of ıte F
tormed the focus.  2 Plaster ‘“1cons 70 which WEIC tound al the buildıngs of ıte B,
200-400 mefifres northwest of ıte R SuggeESsLt that these WEeTC cells occupıed either
by pılgrıms (31: by I'l’lOl'lk$ wh WEeEeIC attached the 1  monastery.z An adjacent
pool built tor storage iındıcates the technological sophısticatıon and 0) 5

vyanısatıon of the sıte, oes also the SYSLCEM, which conducted trom
the nearby spring, atter which Aın Sha’ia has een named.*?* In thıs connectlion,
1It INa y be supposed that the CaVvVC3S, which WEeTiTC ewn OUut of the marlstone AL the

15 Fıey, Cit., 8 9 tor the Arabıc edıtıon by Gismondi, (Rome:
16 Fuy11, OP. C 39
17 Fıey, Assyrıe Chretienne, (Beırut: 1968), vol U, 708 tor the orowth of the MONASTLEFYV

Dayr al-Askül around the tomb ot Mar Ab (540-552 AD)
18 For the burıal of 1Sö‘yab  C 581-594), sCe Trımıngham, . 199 Dad  C € 420-455)

W AS Iso interred Hıra.
19 See Fıg. Owverall Tan of Aın Sha  14 AAan Dukakın
70 Yasuyoshı Okada, “Reconsiıderatıon of plaque-type CTOSSCS trom Aın Sh:  aıa  b y DE Najat“;

Rafıdan XI (1990); 10341 12 tor the IN OST recentTt discussıon, ıth partıcular emphasıs the
1COonography, ot the plaster “1cCONs).

Z Fu)11, CLE 6/ 5Sqq tor the excavatıon report of Sıte
Ibid, AL tor report the underground StOrage facılıties, whilst the SYySteEm
15 detaıjled S
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74 Hunter

Dukakın complex, ocated 500 MeEeiITeSs north of ıte B, WeTC part of the monastıc
establishment.

The CXCAVATOrS claım that the WeICc already occupied before Christians
sed them, but 1dmıt difficulties iın ascertaınıng “hen and why these STTLICEUTES

WCCIC constructed” due the ack of finds.®> hat (ave W as iınhabite 15 Sus-
gested by the coatıng of ItSs walls and ceiling (1.8 wiıde, 6.5 deep aM 1.9
hıgh, wıth of wıde, Dl deep and 1.9 hıgh) wıth chaft-filled
mudc.** tloor of marlstone chıips and baked bricks had also been a1d and there
W AS tireplace 1n the central arca, indıcatıng that SOINC effort W as expended
the Cave Perhaps the MOST telling ındıcator of long-term resiıdence AT (ave
lıes iın the iragments oft pOLLECY which lıttered the tloor, suggesting
cupatıon durıng the Sasanıan era Moreover, oraphic SuppOrt has emerged 1n
the torm of which W as tound 1n (Cave 1: where the palaeography of
1ts Nestor1an scr1pt INa Yy be dated the seventh-eighth centurıes AD 2/

The sherd, designated A Inscription AF 5:3 x 5  O CHA); 15 iınscribed both the
exterl1o0r and iınteri10r surfaces.  28 After the scribe completed the first sıde, the
cherd W AasSs turned OVcClI, being rotated siıdeways through Ö that the bottom
edge of the exterl1o0r corresponds the riıght-hand margın of the interlor. De-
spıte the fragmentary of the 2CcOonN; SOTILLC ıdea of the inscr1ption’s PIOS
portions Call be yaıned. The beneath the seventh and tinal line cshows the
eEextTentT of the inscr1ıption the exter10r surface, whilst the alıgned ett-hand
margın cshows the beginnıng of each of the tive liınes the ınterl1o0r surtace. 'The
Neven exture of the inter10r surface has caused the scr1pt be larger and
AaVe wıder spacıng between the lınes than 15 the Case the exterl10r of the (I5=-

iracon however, notwithstandıng chiırographic id10syncracıes, the inscr1ption
both sıdes of the W as wrıtten by the SA4aTT1lE hand.*?

7B Ibid,
24 Ibid,
7 Idem. For plans and sect10ns ot (Cave 1, N Fu)y11, OD GE Fıg 385
26 Ibid, tor the tinds trom (Cave and reterences sımılar DOLLETFY trom other Sasanıan sıtes.
DF @} Hatch, 0} G, Plates
28 Ibid,
79 The character Alaph has LW ditferent styles which AT described by Hunter, CTE )’

106 LZ: “"T’he HI1 complicated “cross” 15 tormed by the intersection of the and lower
oblıque strokes. In the sımpler LYPC, the Junction of the obliıque strokes only produces
downwar: prong.” For examples ot the “crOoss” Lype SCC IT 1, and 7 tor the LYyPC
C F: Both of these varıants derıve trom the Estrangelo torm of Alaph, and
highlight the cursıve tendencıes of the ser1be.
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Inscription E (exter10r surface) reads:

Plate LEF Ostracon from Cave Duk;;; Recto].
I Y/I/k AA D
1 tor the |honour]"L’yalr] Imtloasre\
13 ml b[y] ILLEnIRl elect] angels/ the angels ' Gabriel)
14 also trom 189140bnyn$ r<.u..\;:én.ßu<
1.5 gdyst mn I< ;.gor<ömm holy (£.) trom/holier than

r£IMALSAbbnwhr [they GE instructed] 4S in the
commentary/ 4S 1n the lıght

OM mb  C5 and trom the OUFGESrE_N 0A37

Sıgla: uncertaın readıng, do1ing] tentatıve translapion
19 m< tlo. “tor the !honour]”. Other options might also be consıdered,
partıcularly Viaro, zcbe burnt, Set »”  tıre  9 suggesting the readıngs T
“  NOot consumed’ OTr Ta O “incombustible”

1:3 Ir L Nx “Telect) angels”/“the angels |Gabrıel]”. The Gimel-
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Beth combinatıon Varıous possıble combinatıons including the qualify-
ıng adjective “alect”. Alternatively the z characters INaYy be the inıtıal etters
namıng the archangel Gabriel wh 15 cited perhaps 1n concatenatıon wıth
Michael and Raphael.
( erı 30 “holy trom  »” 58 erı 30 qualities preceding tem1-

1ne singular NOUN, consiıdered readıngs could include <edhaAQT «place»,
<ı “City 2 and eaın “£ai1th” Here 15 read preposıtıon, but
alternatiıvely 1t miıght s1gnıfy the comparatıve, “holier than

1.6 mE 3IMALMSA “[they WETC instructed) 4S 1n the commentary/the
lıght”. The inıtıal letter of the line INa y be the thırd radıcal of plural verb
Amongst the Varıous Opt10ons that miıght be proposed, Ethpeal .  tTO be
taught, instructed” would be appropriate accompanirnent MK 1MALAN, ı+ It
15 interpreted 45 .  A 1ın the commentary . Equally, the word miıght read, .  A iın
the lıght”. The combinatıon of the prefixes Kaph and Beth INaYy poıint the 1N-
Iuence of Jewısh Babylonian AÄramaıc, rather than Syrıac where the preposıtıon
C  as would normally be rendered by the preposıtıon

Inscription (inter10r surface) reads:

ET zumtD =Ö\7JC\ and
p U’mthb [uncorrupt]
1:3 MNY 20970 ara L and

YY r<e"l_o.13 whilst proclaimıng
1.5 mRT y _a 3A° [recognısıng ]
Sıgla uncertaın readıng, doing] tentatıve translatıon

14 ;1Ö\7JC\ C  an The Mım- Tau combinatıon Ethpeal/Ethpaal
partıcıple ot verb whose tirst radıcal 15 Beth

12 :|..uö\.‘»'.) : [UunNCOrrUpt|.. Whıilst the thırd radıcal 1S lost, the Heth-Beth
combinatıon INaYy suggeSLt Pael “COrrupt., producıng the reconstructed
readıng Al =—udım

1 3A man ‘ water and The word Cal be clearly read, although
the CUSTLOMAr deyyame 15 absent. The Heth-Waw combiınatıon which ollows
allows wıde possıbilıties be consıdered, including ( —3 Q “love  » and
(r ı 00015 “atonement/pardon”.

1.4 e1.D “hilst proclaımıng”. The readıng trom \/r<1n 7proclaım,
SUIMNINON, read”, 15 contextually compatıble, although the esh 15 noteworthy tor
z 1C4AaSOINS Fırstly, the absence of the diacrıitical poıint and secondly the
lıgature the tollowing odh

1.5 / Jrecoonisine | . The second letter, which 15 read 4S Kaph might
be expected be jJoined the esh Varıous Opt10ons (3  b be consıdered, includ-
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ıng Pael/Aphel Passıve partıcıple of \e “shorten, sadden” OTr the Aphel partı-
cıple of Visı “polluted/detestable”.

Plate Ostracon from C’ave Dukakın erso|
The S1Ze of the iımMposes constraınts Its interpretatıon, but much of
the phraseology 15 remıinıscent of the Pauline Epistles. r<“ 30. “<tor the 'hon-
our|  e 1 (recto)} OCCUTS ın Romans DZU: Timothy 5°17/ an Timothy Z:20)
IM S0 IL N e e\ > C  elect angels” 12 (recto))} ATC mentioned by 1ımo-
thy 5°177 (r<.:n\ M As  :<Äm, whıiılst Corinthians 4:9 C}

e A \ also Juxtaposes I11EC  e and angels. Sımıilarly, corruption 15 oft-men-
tiıoned theme 1n the Pauline Epistles and the phrase _ UnNcCOFrupt
Z (verso)} 15 tound 1n Romans 25 Corinthians 9:25 and Timothy KZ,

The partıicıple e1.D “hıilst proclaiming” .5 (verso)} APPCals ın

Kıraz, Computer-generated Concordance the New Testament, vols., (Leıden:
vol 1L, 1367

31 Ibid, vol M 906
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Ephesı1ans 3:4 Moreover, AwWater. 4143 (verso)} 15 COININON motit ın both
the New Testament and wiıder ZNOStIC lıterature, 15 light; ıt mE 3MALAA {1.6
recto) 15 read AS s in the light”. Alternatively, the readıng of mE IMALAA A

“  A4as ın the commentary , provıdes oraphic poıiters the function of both the
sherd and the CAVe 1n which 1t W as tound

The APPCars aV accompanıed another, 110 perished pıece of lıtera-
ture,  32 possıbly COMMENTAr the Pauline Epistles. 'The extracted mater1a]|
trom Ephrem and other tathers, which 15 incorporated into the works of the
nınth CENLUCY CXEQELE, IsSo°dad of Merv, hıghlights serl1es of commentarıes
the Pauline Epistles, extendıing back the thırd CENLUCY and earlıer, which
cırculated aMONSST Syriac-speakıng communıtıes throughout Mesopotamıa and
elsewhere.?® Y°he APPCals be part of thıs tradıtion, although Chris-
t1an assoc1latıon CAMNOF be automatıcally assumed, Ssince Paul’s wrıtiıngs WTG also
extensively sed by the Manichzans.  54 Moreover, the SC AapPpPCAaIs A
ceıved protection and yaıned toothold 1n the poly-religi0us kıngdom of Hıra
al the beginning of the tourth CENLUFY, tollowing temMmpOrar y abeyance of theır
persecutıon due negotlatıons wıth the asanıd monarch.?> Manıchzan COIM-

munıtıes WLG still present 1ın Mesopotamıa 1n Islamıc times and 1n thıs CONTLEXLT,;
the rTeMOTE physical locatıon of the Aın Sha’ia settlement Aan! the Dukakin COIMN-

The wıdespread CUSTLOM oft complementary hard and soft records W as wıdespread 1n antıquity.
For the sıxth CENTUrYy Lachish letters, CC Donner and Rölling, Kanaanädiısche UN
aramdısche Inschriften, Band (Wıesbaden: 1966), 194 specıfically the word N2TA, tor the
latıonshıp between OSLraCa anı papyrı. Cunei1torm tablets that WT tied parchment OCU-

trom the Achaemenid per10d dIiC discusse. by Cameron, Persepolıs Ireasur'y Tablets,
(Chıicago: 1948), T D

Dunlop Gıibson, The Commentarıes of Isho‘dad of Merv, ols (Cambridge: 19141); vol 1)
AV, also recordıng that CODY of hıs COMMENLTAF the Ccts and the Pauline Epistles, rıtten

1n 1893, W as deposited 1n Lıbrary of the Semıitıc Museum al Harvard Unıiversıity. See
Goshen-Gottstein, Syriac Manauscripts ın the Harvard College Library. Catalogue, (Miıssoula:

(Dyr 70)
For the ro  le of Paul ın Maniıchazism SRC J. Rıes, “Salnt Paul ans Ia tormatıon de Manı"” ın ] Rıes,
Le Ebpistole Paoline Ne:z Manichei Donaltıstı I! Prımo Agostino (Rome: PE  ON Iso

Bammel, “Paulıine Exegesı1s, Manıchaism an Phiılosophy 1ın the Early Augustine” 1n
Wıckham al. (ed.), Christian Faiıth and Greek Philosophy ıIn Late Antıqu1ty (Leiden: 12093
pp-2-83 Montserrat 1n Lieu, Manicheism In Mesopotamıa and the Roman ASst (Leı-
den: 1994), 88, amongst the recent discoveries al the 0AsS1s of el-Dakhleh Kellıs) in
Egypt L[EXT oft Romans 6-729 that 15 possıbly lectionary.

35 Schmidt and FL Polotsky, “ Eın Manı-Fund 1n Ägypten. Orıiginalschriftes des Manı un!
seıner chüler  Da Sıtzungsberichte der Preussischen Akademıie der Wiıssenschaften Berlin
(phılos.-hist. Klasse] 1933 2820 Schaeder, Review ot Schmidt and FL} Polotsky,
“ FEın Manı-Fund 1n Agypten”, Gnomon (July 345, iıdentities the Sasanıd monarch
4A5 Narsaı (293-302 AMD); although Lieu, CLE cautiously cıtes the kıng Vahram { 1 (276-
29% AD) 1ın hıs OTE of thıs which W as recorded by the Coptiıc CS Codex (P4599% trom
Medinet Madı cıtıng kıng UQ '"Amr (YWON) of Hıra 272-300 AD) n the intermediarYy.
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plex, bordering the desert stretching Arabıa, would aV been the ıdeal
place tor cel136

However, the paleography of the aCcCON, which 15 wrıtten in the Nestor1an
ScCr1pt, mıiıtıgates agalnst such 4sSsOc1atIion. Presumably Manıchzan scr1ıbe
would aVE preferred instead uUus«ec the distinct ‘Proto-Manichaean’ Syrıac font
which became the hallmark of the SCCH especıally ıf It W as developed by Manı 4S

INManı y scholars ave suggested.”” On the other hand, the 4sSsoc1atıon of scr1pt Aan:
communıty INaYy NOT AVO been tixed OTr intractable 1n the pluralist socılety of
Hıra durıng the ate asanıd per10d an Manıchzans IMaYy AVeEe made

other scr1pts 245 camouflage 1ın dıifficult t1imes. Sınce date, Manıchzan
materı1al wrıtten 1n Estrangelo Syrıiac has COIMNEC hand, the probably
tormed the of pılgrım OT monk wh repaıred tor study and instruction
under malpänd, esteemed teacher AT the Dukakın complex, the provıd-
Ing kınd of retirearat that W as affiliated wıth the S  monastery.3 Indeed, tollowing
the phenomenon which ın the Byzantıne realms durıng the tourth and $ifth
centurıes where acolytes visıted holy INEC  - and who lıved 1n TEINOÖOTE
an ıld locations, the Dukakın complex, centring AaLOUNS renowned figure,
INaYy AVvVe een the impetus for the development of the nearby MONASTECY sıte Al
Aın Sha’ia.

For urther detaıils &S S. N Lieu, Manicheism In the Later Roman Embpire an Medieval
China, ZInd ed.(Tübingen: E9TZ), 1L17F Iso Morony, Iraq after the M uslıim Conquest
(Princeton: 407-408®
See Joseph Naveh, Early Hıstory Alphabet (Leıiden: 151 Manı undoubtedly sed

scr1pt that already W as 1ın cırculation in Mesopotamıa, havıng reached there trom Palmyra U1a
commercıal enterprise, 1$ proposed by Mark Liıdzbarskı, ‘I dıie Herkunft der manıchäischen
Schrift”, Sıtzungsberichte der Preussischen Akademie der Wıssenschaften Berlin [philos.-hist.
Klasse] 1916, 170 LA It W as through Manı’s M1SS1O0NAary etforts that the scr1pt subsequently
became assocı1ated wıth the Manıchaan relıg10n, 1n the Samnlle Sd Y that Arabıc became the vehıcle
tor Islam The discovery of incantatıon bowls, which Can be dated between the tiıtfth and eighth
centurıes rıtten 1n thıs Syriac tont lends urther Support tor Manı’s adoption of local
scr1pt. (G1ven their persecutıion, 1t would be unlıkely that, had thıs scr1pt een solely Manı-
chaean manıtestatıion, 1t would have stil] continued be sed Nıppur other sıtes 1n Meso-
potamıa several centurıes later. See Montgomery, YAMALC Incantatıon Texts from Nıppur
(Philadelphia: 1913 Z referring AI and Teix1dor, “The Syrıac incantatıon
bowls 1n the Iraq Museum ”, Sumer (1962) P; 62 who desıgnate thıs scr1ıpt 4S the “Palmyr-
ene-Syriac” Lype

A Abd Azız Hamıiıd, dn ynl ö yl Au } [“ Archaeological emaıns of the Arabıc Hıra City-l, Bayn
al Nahrayn 1 „ No 57-68, E 9) D7 “regardıng the Dakakın Caves, 1T 15 possıible that
they WEeTIiIC SOTILC SOTL of the Qalayat of monks, 1.e. the ecluded chapels which the noble monks
took residences tor themselves.” 7 a (n  | la JL ATa (Ll L EnS U U GLA Ll)

(nl ba ] S A Qlfg;)l Al
The author extends her thanks Prot. Farouk Al-Rawı tor translatıng thıs quotatıon and
that reterred by 42
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The iNScr1pt10ns trom Aın Sha”’ia anı Dukakın Cave retlect the intense Chris-
t1an actıvıty 1n Hıra durıng the sixth anı seventh centurıes which culmı-
nated 1n the conversiıon ot kıng Nu  MAaN  _ 583-602 Many female 880148805

bers of the rulıng famıly WEeiIC Christıian and the royal patronage which W as

extended the Church ot the ast resulted in the toundatıon of INanıy
monasteries. Long atfter theır decline, the tame ot instıtut1ons ıke Daır ınd
al-Aqdam, named atter the Christian wite of Mundhıiır 4 506-554 AD) an
Daır Al-Layja, named atter the daughter oft the asanıd onarch Nu man, still
lingered.“” Medieval Arabıc lıterature, partıcularly the MuJam a4l-Buldän of Y
qut al-Hamawı, upheld the INCINOLY of thıs tradıtiıon by quoting trom

wıde varıety of SOUICCS, ıncludıng the 110 lost treatıse, Churches AAan Monas-
terıes of al Hıra an the genealogıes of the Ibhadıites by Hısam Muhammad
al-SCib al-Kalbt (obut 821)
The MuJam a4l-Buldän iıncludes CXIFACT, attrıbuted the eıghth CENTUFYV
pPOCL Ismda S ıb Ammädr al-Asadı, which cıtes OIlC of Hıra’s MOST famous S-

terıes, that ot Allaj:*
SSS L MJ.»«

The second halt ot the couplet which translates, - 11 NOLT forget Syu’d. and
Larqd, theır eriıt1icısms80  Hunter  The inscriptions from Ain Sha’ia and Dukakin Cave 1 reflect the intense Chris-  tian activity ın Hira during the sixth and seventh centuries AD which culmi-  nated in the conversion of king Numaän IV (583-602 AD).?? Many female mem-  bers of the ruling famıly were Christian and the royal patronage which was  extended to the emergent Church of the East resulted in the foundation of many  monasteries.“° Long after their decline, the fame of institutions like Dair Hind  al-Aqdam, named after the Christian wife of Mundhir III (506-554 AD) and  Dair Al-Lajja, named after the daughter of the Sasanid monarch Nu‘man, still  lingered.“! Medieval Arabic literature, particularly the Mujam al-Buldän of Ya-  qüt al-Hamawi, upheld the memory of this tradition by quoting excerpts from  a wide variety of sources, including the now lost treatise, Churches and Monas-  teries of al Hira and the genealogies of the Ibadites by Hıisam b. Muhammad b.  al-Saib al-Kalbzi (obiit AD 821).*  The Mu7jam al-Buldän includes an extract, attributed to the eighth century AD  poet Ismä il ibn‘Ammär al-Asadzi, which cites one of Hira’s most famous monas-  teries, that of Allaj:*  A G a ä U  The second half of the couplet which translates, “I will not forget Su'däa and  Zarqd, their criticisms ... ın the Al-Lagg, to its east from above the Dakakıni”,  has led Abd Aziz Hamid to suggest Ain Sha’ia as the specific site of Dair Allaj.**  Although its reputed founder, Bar Sahl6, is said to have lived in the early sixth  century AD,* a date which is compatible with the chronology of Ain Sha’ia,  there are differences of opinion surrounding its location.*° J.-M. Fiey, citing the  Liber Castitatis, claıms that the royal monastery was “[a]u sud du desert de Hira,  prös du village de Baröga ... o passa R. Hadahwi en venant du sud.”*” The jux-  taposition of terms in the Mujam al-Buldän is tantalising, but any positive  39 Trimingham, op. cit., pp. 188-202 for the relations of the Lakhmid dynasty with Christianity, pp-.  198-199 discussing Numaän IV.  40  Fiey, op. cit., pp. 211-21 for an encyclopaedic listing of the monasteries at Hira and its surrounds,  which has been largely compiled from Arabic primary sources.  41  Note the discrepancy between Fiey, op. cit., p. 115 who quotes Numaän II, while Trimingham,  op. cit., pp. 191-192 claims that the monarch was Numan III.  42  Fiey, op. at.p: 211  43  E, Wüstenfeld, Jacut’s Geographisches Wörterbuch, 6 vols., (Leipzig: 1867), vol. 2, p. 691, line 16  sqgq. The author wishes to thank Mrs. Jill Butterworth (The University Library, Cambridge) for  locating this reference to the quotation.  44  Hamid, loc. cit.  45  Fiey, op. cit., p. 215, Trimingham, op. cit., p. 192 quoting the “Chronicle of Seert” in Patrologia  Orientalis VII (1911), p. 155.  46  47  Fujii, op. cıt., p. 61 for discussion of the church’s chronology.  Fiey, loc. cıt. and n. 1.1ın the Al-Lagg, 1fs C14ST trom above the Dakäkini”
has led Abd Azız Hamıd SugSESL Aın Sha’ia AS the specıific sıte of Daır Allaj.
Although ItSs reputed tounder, Bar Sahle, 15 sa1d VE lıved iın the early sixth
CENLUFYV AD 4> ate which 15 compatıble wıth the chronology of Aın Sha’la,
there ATC ditfferences of opınıon surroundıng 1ts location.“*  6J- Fıey, cıtıng the
Liber C astıtaltıs, claıms that the royal MONASTECY W as [alu SU: du desert de Yıra,
pres du vıillage de BAröqga OUu Hüdahwı enant du sud.” The JUX-
taposıtıon of ın the MuJamn a4l-Buldän 15 tantalısıng, but ALLY posıtıve

39 Irımıngham, C: 1887207 tor the relations of the Lakhmid dynasty wıth Christianıty,
198-199 discussıng Numän

40 Fıey, CLE. Za for encyclopaedıc lısting of the monasterıes al Hıra aMn 1ts surrounds,
which has een largely compiled trom Arabıc primary SO 6GES.

41 Note the discrepancy between Fıey, 0} CLE 115 who quUOLES Numän : whıiıle Irımıngham,
CLl 191197 claıms that the onarch W as Numän 11L

47) Fiey, &E Za
42 Wüstenfeld, /acut’s Geographisches Wörterbuch, vols., (Leipzıg: vol 2‚ 691, lıne 16

5G d: The author wiıshes thank Mrs Jall Butterworth (The Universıity Library, Cambrıdge) tor
locatıng thıs reterence the quotatıon.

44 Hamıd, loc. CLE
45 Fıey, OPD. C 245, Trımıngham, Git., 1972 quoting the “C.hronıicle ot Seert” ın Patrologia

Orzentalıis VII (191 1)’ 555
46
4 /

Fuyu1, CLE 61 tor discussıon of the church’s chronology.
Fıey, loc. CLE. an
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identification of Aın Sha’ıa wıth Daır Alla) remaıns conjectural untiıl LNOTC COIMN-

clusıve inscriptional eviıdence hand
The excavatıons Al Aın Sha’ia and the Dukakin has brought lıght OM  (a

of the INanıy monastıc instıtutions which dotted the regıon of Hıra 1n the tıfth-
eighth centurıes The church C  $ be accomodated wıthın the tradıtion of
cles1astıical architecture 1ın south-west Irag that W as tirst iıdentitied by Talbot-
Rıce and Reuther C Hıra and Ctesiphon respectively. Moreover, the overall
tindıngs of the Japanese Archaeological Expedition Irag ave augmented aM
embellished thıs s1tuation by presenting, tor the first tıme, composıte pıcture ot
the physıcal complexıty AN! organısatıon of Christian sıte 1ın southern Meso-
potamıa.
The LW INSCY1Pt1ONS which WEeTiITC discovered during the COUBESE of excavatıons
supplement small COLIDUS of epigraphic materı1als which hazl from Varıous sıtes
in south-west Jag The of Inscription E possıbly commemoratıve
plaque, iındicate the oft established communıty Al Aın Shar’la. The OS-

LEAGOR po1nts pedagogical actıvıtlıes and 15 partiıcularly ımportant ın hıghlıght-
ıng the SCS of (ave I but also recalls the exegetical tradıtions of the Church of
the 4StT. Although theır AT dıvergent, both INSCrY1pt10Ns AdIC graphiıc
testiımonYy of the v1gour of Christianıity Al Hıra durıng the ate Sasanıan-Early
Islamıc CLAS

48 For bibliographic references the tound Qasr bınt a} Qadı, Ctesiphon SCC L}- 13
hıs 15 being re-publıshed by, Erıica Hunter, SA Syriac trom (tes1-
phon”, Al-Rafıdan 1997 Another sherd, wrıtten in Estrangelo scr1ıpt W as tound al Tul;E
Uhaidır, CAT Hıra See Barbara Fınster aMn Jürgen Schmidt, “Sasanıdısche un trühislamısche
Rulmen 1m Iraq , Baghdader Mitteilungen J7)‚ 140 and Plate


