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'Qne‚ Iwo TIhree Feasts”?
The Brytae, the Maiuma AHOK the May Festival lidessa1

(a) The Brytae

In the festival of the Brytae, popular 1ın Constantinople, W as

abolished by the Emperor Anastasıus ın the wake of bloody disturbances. Very
lıttle 15 known of the festival, SAaVC tor the rioting which marked Its celebration

everal OCCAS1O0ONs 1n the per10d leadıng Itfs abolıtion; only John of Antı-
och an John Malalas (and, much later, the Suda) CVer actually reter 1t by
ame The a1m of thıs artıcle 15 ınvestigate what chreds of eviıdence eX1St COMN-

cernıng the Brytae, and 1n partıcular SC€E ıf 1It 15 be equated wıth the
testival Al Edessa desceribed by Pseudo-Joshua the Stylıte. The testival of the
Maıuma 11 also COINEC under scrut1iny, SINCE, As ll CINCISC, It 15 hıghly probable
that ıt LOO should be ıdentified wıth the Brytae.

Fırst, the Brytae. In the VCar 499 (JI: 51010 the celebration of the Brytae W as the
CcCasıon of er10us disturbances 1n the ımperı1al capital:”

( John of Antioch, irg.214c, FH  S V, 41

Under Anastasıus, Ianl named Helıas held the prefecture of the CIty; he cel-
ebrated the feast of the so-called Brytae, and became the of INanıy deaths
AGCCOUXMNATE of SOINC evıl spell, which had previously occurred. For when SOINC

The authors A1I1C oyratetul Elizabeth Jeffreys, Cyrıil Mango, Charlotte Rouech&@ an Renato
Roux tor help ın the preparatıon ot thıs article. The partıcıpants sem1ınars ın the Universıty ot
Canterbury, Christchurch, Macquarıe Universıity, Sydney, and the Universıity of Melbourne also
provıded usetul
John of Antioch, irg 214 1ın Fragmenta Hiıstorıicorum Graecorum, ed Müller, hencetorth FH!  e
(Parıs; 1870), SB John Malalas, frg.39 1ın Excerpta historica IUSSU ımperatorıs (Jonstantını Por-
phyrogenit: confecta I ‚ de INSLÄLUS, ed de Boor (henceforth Exc. de InNS.), 168, Jeffreys,
Jeffreys and Scott, John Malalas. The Chronicle (Sydney, hencetorth Jeffreys-Scott, DDa
For the ate of the abolition C Cameron, ( ircus Factıons (Oxtford, 1976); A and Bury,
Hıstory of the Later Roman Embpire (London, 1923 43/-8, both placıng ıt 1n B()2 (on the basıs
of Pseudo-Joshua the Stylıte, tor whose evidence SC below b  —
Cameron, Porphyrius the Charioteer (Oxtford, 234 tor the ate
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[NECN ot the tactıons assembled owards evenıng they Sset upOoN OIlLC another wiıth
swords: and INa y WEEIC the EGEAUSCS of death

The CIMNMPCIOF Anastasıus, generally iıntolerant ot tactıonal violence, NOLT
ave reacted the disturbance wıth hıs CuUustomar vigour. By the tıme that the
testival CaiIne round agaınz later, 116 CıIty prefect, Constantıne I7zou-
roukkas, W as 1ın office. COn thıs OCCcasıon the actıon members needed AAa
catıon GreAtLe disturbance:

(IT) John of Antioch irg.214c, FH!  G V, p. 91
Likewise Clonstantıus (1 Constantıne), the prefect ot the CItY; havıng resolved

hold the feast ot the Bryvtae; nearly destroyed the whole populace \which was|
C p1eces 1n Varıo0ous WaYys Consequently the Emperor deprived the cıtıes
hencetorth otf the MOST beautitful dancıng (Ö0yNoEWG).*

Marcellinus COTMMES, 501 13°
Whıile the Pretfect of the Cıty Constantıus W as watching the theatrical 1n
the mıddle of the day, the Greens prepared SCCTEel ambushes agalnst the opposing
Blues 1in the theatre ıtself. For they had swords and STONES hıdden 1n earthenware
Jars, and sımılar WCaDONS concealed by varıous fruts under the portico of the
theatre 1n the LLAanNer of the vendors.

When Constantıus W as sıttıng OoOWnNn Aas W as CUSLOMATFY, the VOl1Ces of the C1t1-
A BLCW louder: WCAaDONS WE being thrown an being heard before being
SCCIl, STONECS WEeIC pelted 1ıke chowers ONTIO Un WarYy cıtızens, and swords, olisten-
ıng heedlessly wıth the blood of riends and neighbours, raged together wıth
those wielding them The seatıng of the theatre tottered and creaked; It oroaned
A4AS 1t W as trampled by the teet of those tleeing thıs WdY an that and W as polluted
wıth the blood ot the olaın.

For the ımperı1al CIty Wwept tor LINOTEC than three thousand cıtızens OStTt STONES
and swords, the crush otf spectators an the aters of the (proscae-
nıum).

(In the CIty prefect Constantıne (Constantıus 1n SUOINC SOUTFCES) SCC LRE I (lonstantınus quı el
TIT7zurouccas 135 The word Ö0XNOTNCG W 4A5 trequently applıed CO a pantomıme sCe Pas-
u  > CDl spettacolı IN (1710vannı Crisostomo, Orientalıa Christiana Analecta 201 (Rome,
1976), 143 and Roueche, Performers an Partısans AL Aphrodisias (London, 29
Marcellinus COMICS, Chronaicle, ed Mommsen, Monumenta (zermanıtae Hıstorica, Auctores
AÄntıqu1ssımı C} (Berlin, LEeXT and translatıon ın Croke, The Chronicle of Marcellinus
(Sydney, 1995
Ir. Croke, The Chronicle of Marcellinus, 413 ıth COMMECNTS OI1 RE
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(IV) Malalas, Fxc de INS. Ire39 168

When Constantıus (Constantınus), surnamed Tzouroukkas, W as CIty prefect,
disturbance took place. While Constantıus the prefect W as watching the atter-
L1LO OIl ess10n during the testival known AS the Brytaı 1ın the theatre, the factıons
seit each other 1n the theatre. Many WEeEeITC drowned 1n the atckh: wounded CX

kılled in tıghting wiıth swords, resultıng iın the death in the theatre ot the
Deror's SO by oncubine. The CINDCI OT SICW and punıshed INallıy trom
both tactions, and also ex1led the tactıons’ tour dancers (ÖoyNOTtAS)./
Sınce the CINPDCIOT banıshed the leadıng dancer ot each of the tour tactıons who
ll ave een pantomımus rather than Just MNIMUS It plausıble
ıdentify thıs EHKASLIE wıth the wholesale abolition of pantomıme dancıng; that
Anastasıus took such Step 15 known ftrom the Panegyrıc of Procopius of Gaza,

work composed around 507 8

(V) Suda, ed Adler, 111 (Leipzıg, 309 ($ 47), tollowıing quotatıon of (X)
below

STEAOUV ÖE WEXOLG "AÄAVOOTAOLOUV DBAOLAEWG OL EV KOVOTAVTLVOU TOÖASEL
NMAVNYVOLV TOV BOUTtOV: XCL TOUTNV "AVOAOTAOLOC CN OAVOE.

The iınhabıitants of Constantinople celebrated the feast of the Brytae untiıl (the
re1gn) of AÄAnastasıus: and thıs (festival) the Emperor Anastasıus abolished.

Thus dıd the Brytae 60108 1> en! 1ın AF TOM the notices of John ot Antioch
an Marcellinus several aSPECTS of the testival CINCISZC, Fırst, 1t took place
1n the theatre. John of Antıioch refers the theatron, whiıch could reter the
hıppodrome, but Marcellinus’ reference the theatrum (rather than the CLYCUS)
clearly indicates the theatre. Constantinople had AT leastz theatres 1ın late
t1quıty, the IMOST iımportant ot which W 4A5 sa1d ate trom the days of Septimius
Severus, opposıte the temple of Aphrodıite HCT the Bosphorus; A smaller theatre
W as sıtuated Car the church of St Irene. G1iven the numbers iınvolved 1ın the rot-
ıng during the festival, and Its eviıdent popularıty, 1t lıkely that 1t took

Ir. Jeftreys-Scott, 222; CONLYA the there, the prefect W as watching the in the hıppo-
drome al the time:; he W aSs clearly present ın che theatre ın PDCISOM, See Cameron, “Theodorus
TotoE&na0yXOG’, GRBS LE (1976), App.2; 285 OI the translatıon ot ÖEKLWOV DEWOOUVTOC at the
atternoon sess10nN'. Theophanes, Chronographia, ed de Boor (Leipzıg, 1883), 147 incorrectly
dates thıs episode CO (CA: ct. Bury, Hıstory Later Roman Embpire I) 437
Following Cameron, “The ate ot Zosimus’ New Hıstory", Philologus 13 1969 109 nd I1

(from Procopıius of Gaza, Pan Anast. 1 ‘9 ed and Lr Chauvot ın Procope de (JaaZa, Prıiscıen de
CeEsaree, Panegyriques de ’empereur Anastase Ter ‚ Bonn, J5 ıth the COMMECNTAFrY OI 164
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place in the ‘Cireat theatre’ of Severus. Second, W as iınvolved 1n SOINC WaY,
S1incCe SOTINC Spectators WEeEIC drowned ın the disturbances which led the test1-
al  S abolition. Thırd, 1T iınvolved dancıng: thıs 15 clear trom Anastasıus’ dec1ısıon

A{expel the dancers of the tactıons trom the cıtles.

(b) 'The estival Al Edessa

Ät the Samne tıme, tar trom Constantinople, al Edessa, the metropolıs of Osrho-
CIM the populatıon W as suffering ftrom famıne and plague whıch, accordıng
the chronicler known 4S (Pseudo-)Joshua the Stylıite, W 4S dıvıne chastiısement
tor wicked testival celebrated 1n the CIty durıng the month of May. He
ALLeSES Its ()IGEUTTEHNGE 1in the 496, 49% and 499, betore Its abolition ın 502

11Pseudo-Joshua’s references thıs ftestival aTe Aas ollows:

Jos Styl. 427 ‚AD 496 |
(a the seventeenth of May thıs YVCal, when x00d oifts WCIC lıberally bestowed
by heaven uDON all, the WEeIC plentiful by the bounty (of heaven), the raın
Calllec down, aM the truts ot the earth SICW 1n SCAaSOITIl, the bulk of the cCıtızens CUuUL

oft hope of salvatıon e sSINNıNS 1ın public. Revelling 1n theır delıghts, they
SAaVC thanks God for hıs oifts, but WE negligent 1in [thanksgıvıng] and SUC-

cumbed the pestilence of S1N. As FVENn the hıdden and OPCH S1NS 1n which they
WTG engrossed dıd NOLT satısfy them, they ZzoLl ready thıs specıtfied date, which
W as Friday nıght, when dancer  12 W as dancıng, an! (thıs) (lasted)*” period of
+hree days.““ They lıt countless candles 1n celebration of thıs festival, procedure

On the theatres . Cl Vogt, "Le theätre Byzance’, Revue des Questions historiques 218 (Uect.
1931 9-6! (to be treated wiıth cCaution) ıth Janın, Constantinople Byzantine“ (Parıs,
196-/ and IMaDs S Mango has suggested (pers. cComm..) that the theatre 1n question IHNAaYy ell
be the amphitheatre mentioned 1ın the Naotıiıtıa [Jrbis Constantinopolıtanae, ed Seeck (Berlin,

1n the second reg10nN ot the CItY, ct. Berger, Untersuchungen den Patrıa Kon-
stantınupoleos, Poikila Byzantına (Berlın, 391 On the term theatron referring the
hıppodrome K Cameron, (ircus Factıons, P

10 Joh Ant irg 214c The AT Brytae ıtselt miıght be connected the erb DOVW®, which Can have
the ot ‘burst torth wıth, gush wıth” when connected wiıth the word VOWO: SS KOou-
koules, BUCavtLıVOV BLOC XCLL LIOALTLOUÖG M1 (Athens, 7 an E3J 4Ad loc. (In the 1N-
volvement of the partısans 1n mımes SCC Roueche, Performers and Partısans, 16 (wıth inscr1ıption
1.1.111)

11 Syrıac FCXT (wıth Englısh translatiıon) 1n Wright, The Chronicle OSMUA the Stylıte (Cam-
bridge, New translatıon by Watt and Trombley torthcoming 1ın Translated Texts
for Hıstorians.

17 OQXNOTNG, c+ above 1T an 1V)
13 ead < 3000 and It lasted)’. MS zod—a, and ıt W as called?.

word unattested ın Syriac D trom thıs PDaASSapCl. The translation ottered ere
derives It trom Greek TOLNLEQLA(-V) TOLNULEQOV, per10d ot three days’. It 15 possıble that thıs
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wiıithout precedent 1n the CIty, and arranged them the oround along the bank
of the rıver trom the gale of the theatre and 4S tar 4S the (zate of the Arches.}>
The burnıng candles W.GLE placed the oround along the rıverbank an hung
1n colonnades, the OPCNH 16  market-space, the Hıgh Street, */ and Ianı y (other)
places.
Pseudo-Joshua concludes thıs secti1on by telling of ‘mıiraculous sıgn performed
by God’ the STatLue of Constantıne trom Friday Sunday 4S indicatıon of
divıne displeasure AT the festival.

(2) Jos Styl. S30 1A.D 498
Whıile thıs W as Z01N2 O the t1ime CAHIe round agaln for the festival AT which the

myths WTG chanted, and (thıs year) the cıtızens took EVen INOTEC (CATe OVET

It than usual. For days before 1t they WT Z01Ng ın crowd trom the
theatre 1n the even1ıng, dressed ın linen tunıcs. (Theır heads) WIGTE covered by
phakiolia,® theır loıns free, candles burning 1ın front of them. For the whole
nıght they burnt incense and held vıgıls, walkıng al round the CIty and praisıng

19the dancer until morn1ng, wıth sSIng1ng, shouting, and r10tfOus behavıour. CIn
thıs 2ACGCOUDNE they also DaAVC Z01NZ PraycCl, and OIlC took AILY notıice of

A Greek term W 4S employed, rather than the normal Syriac expression tor “three days’, ın O1 -

der avo1d A1L1LY allusion the New Testament’s ‘“three days’ (Mark JE: ete.); and instead
castıgate the testival as ‘Greek’, an Pseudo-Joshua INa y aVe tound WaYy of domg thıs by al-
luding the Septuagınt of AÄAmos hiıs poss1bility 15 al the LLLOIC lıkely if, A4AS Büchler,
“Une localıte enıigmatique’, Revue des Etudes Jnives AT (T9O1); 126, argued, the Miıdrash COMMNEC-

ted the voluptuous teast ot Amos S wıth the Maıuma, and, c<hall below, the testi-
val eriticised by Pseudo-Joshua 15 be equated wıth the Maıuma. In thıs connectlon, OIlC might
also OTE that Pseudo-Joshua employs OIlC eXpression tor candles when sed al thıs testival, and
another when sed elsewhere (see below) Wright made consıiderable emendations the ECXT
and translated :Cat the place) where the dancer who W as named Irımerius W as dancıng”.

15 m <an, uncertaın (“vaults’ ‘arches’). (In the of FEdessa and theır SC6 Segal,
Edessa, the ‘Blessed Cıty Oxford, 185 Ibid. 1653 tor the locatıon ot the theatre, on the
rıver bank 1ın the EeAST quarter of the CI S SCC also Kırsten, ‘E.dessa. Eıne römische Grenzstadt
des bıs 6. Jahrhunderts 1mM ÖOrıent', JAC (1963) 155

16 AVTLOODOGC. On thıs term CC Mango, “T’he Lite ot St Andrew the Fool| reconsıdered’, 1U 1Ssta
dı Studz Bızantını SLavı [l (Miscellanea Pertusı }} (Bologna, 1982), 304, LCDL. 1n Byzantıum
and Its Image (London, 1984), jBER The term INay also be tound 1n the Life of St Andrew +he
Fool, vol 2! ed Ryden (Uppsala, ch 351 wıth 309 ın Constantinople ıt W 4S SITU-
ted XT the Forum of Constantıne, ct De Cerimonus, ed Vogt, vol (Parıs, 1543
Other retferences INa y be tound 1n Malalas, Chronographia, ed Dindort (Bonn,
(ın Antioch) and Evagrıus, Ecclesiastical Hıstory, ed  Q, Bidez and Parmentier (London,

(at Daphne). The Edessene Antıphoros W ASs rebuilt by Justinian following the tlood
of 520; Procopius, de Aedıficus, ed Haury, 1'  < Wırth (KeIPDZIS; 1963), 1176

IL e \ ACLX, uncertaın; possibly ‘market place’.
18 “Turbans’.
19 Gr
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what W as PTODCHLI, but 1ın their AarFOaANCcE they ridiculed the restraınt of theır Pal-
CNES,; sayıng, ‘Ihey did NOT NOW how do 1t ıke us They sa1d that the C1ty’s
ınhabitants 1in earlıer times WG dunces an idiots, and thus they became 110O-

gyant in theır wickedness. There W aS OINEC wh would reprimand, LCDIOVC,
advıse them, tor although Xenaıas,  20 the bıshop of Mabbug, happened be ın
FEFdessa (at the tıme), and HAOTI6 than ALLY others he 15 supposed take himselt
the labour of teachıng, he dıd NOL speak wiıth them about thıs MmMatLier tor LNOTEC

than day.

Agaın he ends hıs 2AGCCOUNtE of the celebrations that VYCal wiıth sıgn of divıne dis-
pleasure.

(3 Jos Styl. N 33 ['A:D 499
demonstratıon of od’s rıghteousness W as manıtested us Aat thıs tıme,

make OUTr ev] WaY of ıte In May of thıs VCal, the day when that
wıcked testival W as be celebrated, multitude of OCUSTS Calinlle into OUT

COUNLFY ftrom the south. They did damage OT arın thıs V Cal,; merely layıng
substantıal number of CO 1n OUr COUNLFY, but when the CS had een a1d 1n

the oround, there WCIC dreadful TeMOTS iın the earth. These clearly happened
ATOUSEC the people OUT of theır sinful LOrpOT, that they miıght be spared the
chastısement of tamıne and plague.

(4) Jos Styl. \ 46 Aul 502|
Durıng thıs month aY ]; when the day AT which W as celebrated that evı]
festival of the Greek myths, which iıntormatıon W as o1ven by us above,21

order Calllec ftrom the CINDCIOL Anastasıus that the dancers should dance THOLE

1n anı V of the cıties of hıs ımperı1al domaın. Theretore al VONC wh Days attention
the OUTCOME of events 111 NOT er1ıticıse us for havıng sa1d that the punısh-

oft hunger and plague developed an CAM1G uDON because of the ev]
whiıch the cıt1zens commuıtted AF thıs testival. For consıder thıs: less than thırty
days atter Its abolition, wheat, whıich had (previously) been sold Ar tour modi11
denarıus, W as being sold tor twelve (modu denarıus); and barley, which had
been sellıng al S1X modi1 (a denarıus), W as 110 being sold al ‚WENTLY-LWO. So 1t
W made manıfestly clear that the 111 of God K  ; bless Ven small
CIOD and o1VE plenty those who repent of theır S1Ns. For 4S sa1d (above), ll

20 The author otherwise known 45 Philoxenus.
JA C+t SS 2713033
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the COTMN W as scorched,““ but from the small SUFVIVINg FeINnAant all thıs alleviatıon
occurred wıthın thırty days. 5Someone, however, miıght perhaps stil] Sa y that
AVeEe NOT reasoned vVCLY well, tor thıs repeNLanNCe, because ot which there W as

INCICY, W as NOLT voluntary; the NLrary, the CINDCIOL compulsorily abolished
the testival because he decreed that 2ZCCOUNT WEeIC the dancers dance. We
SaV, however, that God, ACCOUNLT of the abundance ot hıs ATaCC, W as lookıng
tor PretexXL be mercıful, CVECMN those wh AT unworthy.
TOom Pseudo-Joshua’s 26COUNE 1It 15 clear that the testival W asSs regularly cel-
ebrated 1ın FE.dessa 1n May before 1ts abolition 1n 507 Certaıin of It took
place by nıght, an WEeEeTC accompanıed by candles . Dancıng played ımport-
an role, and the W as eviıdently boisterous. Finally, the theatre W 4S 1N-
volved, A4AS WEIC myths. hat Pseudo-Joshua 15 alluding the performance
of SOTHE SOTrT of pantomıme hıghly lıkely. Confirmation trom the
equally SCVGLE of hıs contemporary Jacob of derug, wh makes reter-
CEI1G6 the legends acted Out 1n the theatre 1ın pantomımes, although he
makes reference anı y partıcular testival OT iındeed testivals 1ın gCNCIA124

Long dgO Bury and Stein connected the abolition of the Brytae 1n Constantıno-
ple wıth Pseudo-Joshua’s report the bannıng of dancıng 1ın the cıties of the
A  pire. But whether the testival desecribed by Pseudo-Joshua C:  = be ıdentified wiıth
the Brytae 15 uncertaın: it 15 possıble that the LW W.ET1.6€ dıfferent, but iınvolved S1M1-
lar ingredients, 1ın particular dancıng 1n theatres 1ın tront of rowdy crowds. Never-

Z (S+; y 45
D Pseudo-Joshua CS the Greek loan word r< \.ru0, and Malalas both the Greek orıgıinal there-

of, XOAVONAC, well AQUNÄÖC, tor the Process10ns Al the Maıuma (cf. below, 1]) The Syrıac
translation of Severus of Antıioch (L below, ESAM also SCS loan word AQUNAÖC mE T_“
tor lamps In PaASsSapc which bears strıkıng sımılarıtıes Pseudo-Joshua and Malalas For PTO-
CesSsS10NS ın other9Pseudo-Joshua IN N a o (n the mentıon otf lınen tUuN1CSs and
incense 1ın Pseudo-Joshua (above, 121), COMDAIC the retferences the SAaIille 1ın the atorementione.
PassSapc of Severus.

Driyvers, Pagan Cults 1ın Christian Syınıa ; 1n Garsoian, Mathews and
Thomson, eds., Fast of Byzantıum: 5yrıa and Armenı14a In the Formatıve Period (Washington,

C’ 1982), 39 (ef. iıdem, Caults an Belıefs Fdessa |Leıden, 43 10], draws dıstınc-
t10n between (2Z) above (a pagan spring festival’) and (3) (“another festival’); yer Pseudo-
Joshua’s references AaDPCal rather ındıcate that he 15 referring Just OMNEC (ın May).

24 Moss, Jacob of Serugh’s Homilies spectacles ot the theatre’, Museon 48 (1 9 9 9 9
wıth Cramer, *Irrtum un: Lüge. Zum Urteil des Jakob VO Sarug ber Reste Pagancer Re-
lıgion un! Kultur’ , /AC A (1980), OTE The of these homilies AaTC be tound 1n Moss’s
artıcle, along wıth translatıon. (In the distinetion between mıme and pantomıme SE Vogt, Le
theätre’, 263-4, Cramer, Aart. GE 1072 and Molloy, Tiıbanıus an +he AanNcCers (Hıldesheim,

8 , the latter W as somewhat INOTEC sophisticated an involve. Just ONEC PCrSON Pseudo-
Joshua’s references ‘the dancer‘’ ımply. It also ocused mythıcal EVENTIS; while mımes WEITIC

concerned wıth INOTEC ordınary episodes.
D Bury, Hıstory ofthe Later Roman Embpıre I? 477/7-8 and 43 / Steın, Hıstoire du Bas-Empire

11 (Amsterdam, 1949), 81 and n. 4; ct Cameron, “The date’, 109
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theless, ıt Anastasıus banned the dancers 2CCOUNT of disturbances Aat the Brytae,
and 1ın FEdessa the eftect of the ban W asSs termınate the partıcular testival de-
sceribed by Pseudo-Joshua and 1n hıs detaijled ACCOUNTE he makes reference
other comparable EVENtTS 1t 15 NOLT unlikely that thez festivals WEIC closely
lated The ınvestigatıon IMaVYy be pursued urther by extending the discussion the
testival of the Maıuma, about which rather LNOTEC 15 known.

(C) 'The Maıuma

References the Maıuma testival by LLaIlle AIC relatıvely sparse. W e ofter ere
collection of al] the references 1t known us

(1) Malalas, Chronographia, RA

Durıng hıs |Commodus/’, 180-92| reign the landowners and cıtızens of
Antıoch sent INCSSapc and petitioned the CINDCIOL Commodus that by hıs
sacred command he make Over the public the whıich SOS1-
b10s, 4S mentioned above, had bequeathed the CIty of the Antiochenes 1ın order
that varıed TOSTAaIIN of spectacles and different miıght be celebrated
1n the CIty, an that the Cıty’s officjals should NOT approprıiate the ftunds but that
the publıc ıtself miıght make provısıon celebrate the Olympic ftestival
and certaın other spectacles 1n the CIty of the Antiochenes tor the enJoyment of
the CItyGreatrex/Watt  theless, if Anastasiıus banned the dancers on account of disturbances at the Brytae,  and ın Edessa the effect of the ban was to terminate the particular festival de-  scribed by Pseudo-Joshua — and in his detailed account he makes reference to no  other comparable events — it is not unlikely that the two festivals were closely re-  lated. Theinvestigation may be pursued further by extending the discussion to the  festival of the Maiuma, about which rather more is known.  (c) The Maiuma  References to the Maiuma festival by name are relatively sparse.“° We offer here  a collection of all the references to it known to us:  (i) Malalas, Chronographia, 284-5  During his [Commodus’, A.D. 180-92] reign the landowners and citizens of  Antioch sent a message and petitioned the emperor Commodus that by his  sacred command he make over to the public treasury the revenues which Sosi-  bios, as mentioned above, had bequeathed to the city of the Antiochenes in order  that a varied programme of spectacles and different contests might be celebrated  in the city, and that the city’s officials should not appropriate the funds but that  the public treasury itself might make provision to celebrate the Olympic festival  and certain other spectacles in the city of the Antiochenes for the enjoyment of  the city ... Likewise for celebrating the nocturnal dramatic festival, held every  three years and known as the Orgies, that is, the Mysteries of Dionysos and  Aphrodite, that is, what is known as the Maioumas because ıt is celebrated in the  month of May-Artemisios, he set aside a specific quantity of gold for torches  (Aaunrdöwv), lights (xavönAwv), and other expenses for the thirty-day festival  of all-night revels.?7  26 _ The word itself occurs more frequently, since it was the name of several places in the eastern em-  pire, on which see K. Mentzu-Meimare, ‘Der “XaQı£0tat0s Maıovu  ag ’  A  BZ 89 (1996), 60-3  (henceforth ‘Der Maioumas’).  27  Tr. Jeffreys-Scott, 151. A reference connecting the festival to Virgil, Aen. IV.302-3 follows, then  an entry concerning the venationes held in Antioch (also abolished under Anastasius: see Chau-  vot, Panegyriques, 164). Mal. was here evidently relying on a local source, but may have made  the identification of the Orgies with the Maiuma himself, as L. Robert, ‘Epigraphica’, REG 49  (1936) (repr. in Opera Minora Selecta, vol.2 [Amsterdam, 1969], no. 57), 11-12, suggests; it is ac-  cepted, however, by Mentzu-Meimare, ‘Der Maioumas’”, 63.  D. Levi, Antioch Mosaic Pavements (Princeton, 1947), 37, suggests that a representation of the  month of May (Artemisios) in the ‘House of the Calendars’ may allude to the Maiuma: the fe-  male figure holds a torch with the flame pointing downwards in her right hand, while her left  hand holds an inverted vase. See pl.5b in vol.2.Likewise tor celebrating the nocturnal dramatıc festival, held
three and known 4S the Orgıes, that IS the Mysterıes of Dionysos and
Aphrodiıte, that 1S, what 15 known 4S the Maıo0umas because 1t 15 celebrated 1n the
month of May-Artemı1is10os, he OT asıde specıfic quantıty ot vold for torches
(AQWITAÄOOV), lıghts KOVÖNAOV), and other for the thırty-day testival
of all-nıght revels.?/

26 The word ıtselt OCCUTS LLOTC frequently, SINCe It W as the aimne of several places 1n the eAastern

pıre, which SCC Mentzu-Meıimare, ‘Der “ XUQLEOTATOG ALOULÜUC
5 > )7 60-3

(henceforth ‘Der Maı0umas’).
27 Ir. Jeffreys-Scott, 151 reference connecting the testival Vırgıl, Aen 1V.302-3 tollows, then

n concernıng the venationes held ın Antıoch (also abolished under Anastasıus: SCS hau-
VOL, Panegyriques, 164) Mal W dAs here evıdently relyıng local SOUTICC, but INa y ave made
the iıdentification ot the UOrgıes wıth the Maıuma hımself, Robert, ‘Epigraphica’, REG 49
(1936) (repr. 1n Übpera Mınora Selecta, vol |Amsterdam, 57 11-12,>1T 1S
cepted, however, by Mentzu-Meımare, ‘Der Maı0umas’,

Levı, Antıoch Mosaıc Pavements (Princeton, 1947), DZ/% that representation otf the
month oft May (Artem1s10s) 1n the ‘House of the Calendars’ INAaYy allude the Maıuma: the fe-
male figure holds torch ıth the ftlame pomıntıng downwards 1n her right hand, whıle her ett
hand holds ınverted dsCcC. See pl 1n vol.2



One, Iwo Three Feasts?

(11) Robert, ‘Epigraphica’, REG (1936) I thırd CENTUFY inscr1ıption
28trom Nıcaea

N |EOL INV YEQOUOLAV ANO[ÖEÖELYLEVOU
IE TINV NEQOL WOLOULOV? XCOLL UINV n OALW? —|
T IAl WEYLOTALG ÖWOQEALS TLUNOAVTOG TOLC

concerning the ZETOUSLA, havıng appoıintedOne, Two or Three Feasts?  (ii) L. Robert, ‘Epigraphica’, REG 49 (1936) no. 11, a third century inscription  28  from Nicaea  4  ME  m]EOL TV YEQOVOLAV ÄNO[ÖEÖELYLEVOVU  — TE TV NEQL — — WALOVUÄV? KAL THV K[ÖAWV? — —] —  — T]OWg WEYLOTOALG ÖWQEALIS TLUNOAVTOG TOIG / - —— —  .....  concerning the gerousza, having appointed ....  .....  and about .... Maiuma”? and the ?city ....  having honoured the .... with the greatest gifts ....  (ii) Julian, Misopogon 362D (A.D. 363)  DUWOV Ö° EXAOTOG LÖLQ UEV ELG TÜ ÖELTVA XOl TÄG EOQTÄG XALOEL ÖCHTAVOLEVOG,  XOl EU 0ld0 KOMOUDG DLOV NÄELOTA EIG TÜ ÖElnvVA tTOU MAatLovud XONLATO  ÄNOAMEOAVTAG ...  Yet every one of you [Antiochenes] delights to spend money privately on din-  ners and feasts; and I know very well that many of you squandered very large  sums of money on dinners.during the May festival [Maiuma  ]_30  (iv) Codex Theodosianus XV.6  1. Clementiae nostrae placuit, ut maiumae provincialibus laetitia redderetur, ita  tamen, ut servetur honestas et verecundia castis moribus perseveret.  It has pleased Our Clemency to restore to the provincials the enjoyment of the  Majuma, provided, however, that decency and modesty and chaste manners  shall be preserved (25 April 396).”!  2. Ludicras artes concedimus agitarı, ne ex nimia harum restrictione tristitia  generetur. Illud vero quod sibıi nomen procax licentia vindicavit, maiumam, foe-  dum adque indecorum spectaculum, denegamus.  We permit the theatrical arts to be practised, lest, by excessive restriction thereof,  28 Robert, ‘Epigraphica”, 14, for the dating of the inscription. It has most recently been published  in Katalog der antiken Inschriften des Museums von Iznik 1, ed. S. Sahin (Bonn, 1979), no.63;  see also Mentzu-Meimare, ‘Der Maioumas’, 59.  29 As Robert notes, ‘Epigraphica”, 10, the reading ‘Maiuma’.is secure.  30 Tr. W.C. Wright, The Works of the Emperor Julian, vol.2 (Cambridge, Mass., 1913), 489.  31 Codex Theodosianus, ed. T. Mommsen and P. Meyer (Berlin, 1905). This law is repeated in Co-  dex Justinianus, ed. P. Krueger, eleventh edition (Berlin, 1954) X1.46.1.and aboutOne, Two or Three Feasts?  (ii) L. Robert, ‘Epigraphica’, REG 49 (1936) no. 11, a third century inscription  28  from Nicaea  4  ME  m]EOL TV YEQOVOLAV ÄNO[ÖEÖELYLEVOVU  — TE TV NEQL — — WALOVUÄV? KAL THV K[ÖAWV? — —] —  — T]OWg WEYLOTOALG ÖWQEALIS TLUNOAVTOG TOIG / - —— —  .....  concerning the gerousza, having appointed ....  .....  and about .... Maiuma”? and the ?city ....  having honoured the .... with the greatest gifts ....  (ii) Julian, Misopogon 362D (A.D. 363)  DUWOV Ö° EXAOTOG LÖLQ UEV ELG TÜ ÖELTVA XOl TÄG EOQTÄG XALOEL ÖCHTAVOLEVOG,  XOl EU 0ld0 KOMOUDG DLOV NÄELOTA EIG TÜ ÖElnvVA tTOU MAatLovud XONLATO  ÄNOAMEOAVTAG ...  Yet every one of you [Antiochenes] delights to spend money privately on din-  ners and feasts; and I know very well that many of you squandered very large  sums of money on dinners.during the May festival [Maiuma  ]_30  (iv) Codex Theodosianus XV.6  1. Clementiae nostrae placuit, ut maiumae provincialibus laetitia redderetur, ita  tamen, ut servetur honestas et verecundia castis moribus perseveret.  It has pleased Our Clemency to restore to the provincials the enjoyment of the  Majuma, provided, however, that decency and modesty and chaste manners  shall be preserved (25 April 396).”!  2. Ludicras artes concedimus agitarı, ne ex nimia harum restrictione tristitia  generetur. Illud vero quod sibıi nomen procax licentia vindicavit, maiumam, foe-  dum adque indecorum spectaculum, denegamus.  We permit the theatrical arts to be practised, lest, by excessive restriction thereof,  28 Robert, ‘Epigraphica”, 14, for the dating of the inscription. It has most recently been published  in Katalog der antiken Inschriften des Museums von Iznik 1, ed. S. Sahin (Bonn, 1979), no.63;  see also Mentzu-Meimare, ‘Der Maioumas’, 59.  29 As Robert notes, ‘Epigraphica”, 10, the reading ‘Maiuma’.is secure.  30 Tr. W.C. Wright, The Works of the Emperor Julian, vol.2 (Cambridge, Mass., 1913), 489.  31 Codex Theodosianus, ed. T. Mommsen and P. Meyer (Berlin, 1905). This law is repeated in Co-  dex Justinianus, ed. P. Krueger, eleventh edition (Berlin, 1954) X1.46.1.Maiuma:  29 and the ?CItyOne, Two or Three Feasts?  (ii) L. Robert, ‘Epigraphica’, REG 49 (1936) no. 11, a third century inscription  28  from Nicaea  4  ME  m]EOL TV YEQOVOLAV ÄNO[ÖEÖELYLEVOVU  — TE TV NEQL — — WALOVUÄV? KAL THV K[ÖAWV? — —] —  — T]OWg WEYLOTOALG ÖWQEALIS TLUNOAVTOG TOIG / - —— —  .....  concerning the gerousza, having appointed ....  .....  and about .... Maiuma”? and the ?city ....  having honoured the .... with the greatest gifts ....  (ii) Julian, Misopogon 362D (A.D. 363)  DUWOV Ö° EXAOTOG LÖLQ UEV ELG TÜ ÖELTVA XOl TÄG EOQTÄG XALOEL ÖCHTAVOLEVOG,  XOl EU 0ld0 KOMOUDG DLOV NÄELOTA EIG TÜ ÖElnvVA tTOU MAatLovud XONLATO  ÄNOAMEOAVTAG ...  Yet every one of you [Antiochenes] delights to spend money privately on din-  ners and feasts; and I know very well that many of you squandered very large  sums of money on dinners.during the May festival [Maiuma  ]_30  (iv) Codex Theodosianus XV.6  1. Clementiae nostrae placuit, ut maiumae provincialibus laetitia redderetur, ita  tamen, ut servetur honestas et verecundia castis moribus perseveret.  It has pleased Our Clemency to restore to the provincials the enjoyment of the  Majuma, provided, however, that decency and modesty and chaste manners  shall be preserved (25 April 396).”!  2. Ludicras artes concedimus agitarı, ne ex nimia harum restrictione tristitia  generetur. Illud vero quod sibıi nomen procax licentia vindicavit, maiumam, foe-  dum adque indecorum spectaculum, denegamus.  We permit the theatrical arts to be practised, lest, by excessive restriction thereof,  28 Robert, ‘Epigraphica”, 14, for the dating of the inscription. It has most recently been published  in Katalog der antiken Inschriften des Museums von Iznik 1, ed. S. Sahin (Bonn, 1979), no.63;  see also Mentzu-Meimare, ‘Der Maioumas’, 59.  29 As Robert notes, ‘Epigraphica”, 10, the reading ‘Maiuma’.is secure.  30 Tr. W.C. Wright, The Works of the Emperor Julian, vol.2 (Cambridge, Mass., 1913), 489.  31 Codex Theodosianus, ed. T. Mommsen and P. Meyer (Berlin, 1905). This law is repeated in Co-  dex Justinianus, ed. P. Krueger, eleventh edition (Berlin, 1954) X1.46.1.havıng honoured theOne, Two or Three Feasts?  (ii) L. Robert, ‘Epigraphica’, REG 49 (1936) no. 11, a third century inscription  28  from Nicaea  4  ME  m]EOL TV YEQOVOLAV ÄNO[ÖEÖELYLEVOVU  — TE TV NEQL — — WALOVUÄV? KAL THV K[ÖAWV? — —] —  — T]OWg WEYLOTOALG ÖWQEALIS TLUNOAVTOG TOIG / - —— —  .....  concerning the gerousza, having appointed ....  .....  and about .... Maiuma”? and the ?city ....  having honoured the .... with the greatest gifts ....  (ii) Julian, Misopogon 362D (A.D. 363)  DUWOV Ö° EXAOTOG LÖLQ UEV ELG TÜ ÖELTVA XOl TÄG EOQTÄG XALOEL ÖCHTAVOLEVOG,  XOl EU 0ld0 KOMOUDG DLOV NÄELOTA EIG TÜ ÖElnvVA tTOU MAatLovud XONLATO  ÄNOAMEOAVTAG ...  Yet every one of you [Antiochenes] delights to spend money privately on din-  ners and feasts; and I know very well that many of you squandered very large  sums of money on dinners.during the May festival [Maiuma  ]_30  (iv) Codex Theodosianus XV.6  1. Clementiae nostrae placuit, ut maiumae provincialibus laetitia redderetur, ita  tamen, ut servetur honestas et verecundia castis moribus perseveret.  It has pleased Our Clemency to restore to the provincials the enjoyment of the  Majuma, provided, however, that decency and modesty and chaste manners  shall be preserved (25 April 396).”!  2. Ludicras artes concedimus agitarı, ne ex nimia harum restrictione tristitia  generetur. Illud vero quod sibıi nomen procax licentia vindicavit, maiumam, foe-  dum adque indecorum spectaculum, denegamus.  We permit the theatrical arts to be practised, lest, by excessive restriction thereof,  28 Robert, ‘Epigraphica”, 14, for the dating of the inscription. It has most recently been published  in Katalog der antiken Inschriften des Museums von Iznik 1, ed. S. Sahin (Bonn, 1979), no.63;  see also Mentzu-Meimare, ‘Der Maioumas’, 59.  29 As Robert notes, ‘Epigraphica”, 10, the reading ‘Maiuma’.is secure.  30 Tr. W.C. Wright, The Works of the Emperor Julian, vol.2 (Cambridge, Mass., 1913), 489.  31 Codex Theodosianus, ed. T. Mommsen and P. Meyer (Berlin, 1905). This law is repeated in Co-  dex Justinianus, ed. P. Krueger, eleventh edition (Berlin, 1954) X1.46.1.wıth the oiftsOne, Two or Three Feasts?  (ii) L. Robert, ‘Epigraphica’, REG 49 (1936) no. 11, a third century inscription  28  from Nicaea  4  ME  m]EOL TV YEQOVOLAV ÄNO[ÖEÖELYLEVOVU  — TE TV NEQL — — WALOVUÄV? KAL THV K[ÖAWV? — —] —  — T]OWg WEYLOTOALG ÖWQEALIS TLUNOAVTOG TOIG / - —— —  .....  concerning the gerousza, having appointed ....  .....  and about .... Maiuma”? and the ?city ....  having honoured the .... with the greatest gifts ....  (ii) Julian, Misopogon 362D (A.D. 363)  DUWOV Ö° EXAOTOG LÖLQ UEV ELG TÜ ÖELTVA XOl TÄG EOQTÄG XALOEL ÖCHTAVOLEVOG,  XOl EU 0ld0 KOMOUDG DLOV NÄELOTA EIG TÜ ÖElnvVA tTOU MAatLovud XONLATO  ÄNOAMEOAVTAG ...  Yet every one of you [Antiochenes] delights to spend money privately on din-  ners and feasts; and I know very well that many of you squandered very large  sums of money on dinners.during the May festival [Maiuma  ]_30  (iv) Codex Theodosianus XV.6  1. Clementiae nostrae placuit, ut maiumae provincialibus laetitia redderetur, ita  tamen, ut servetur honestas et verecundia castis moribus perseveret.  It has pleased Our Clemency to restore to the provincials the enjoyment of the  Majuma, provided, however, that decency and modesty and chaste manners  shall be preserved (25 April 396).”!  2. Ludicras artes concedimus agitarı, ne ex nimia harum restrictione tristitia  generetur. Illud vero quod sibıi nomen procax licentia vindicavit, maiumam, foe-  dum adque indecorum spectaculum, denegamus.  We permit the theatrical arts to be practised, lest, by excessive restriction thereof,  28 Robert, ‘Epigraphica”, 14, for the dating of the inscription. It has most recently been published  in Katalog der antiken Inschriften des Museums von Iznik 1, ed. S. Sahin (Bonn, 1979), no.63;  see also Mentzu-Meimare, ‘Der Maioumas’, 59.  29 As Robert notes, ‘Epigraphica”, 10, the reading ‘Maiuma’.is secure.  30 Tr. W.C. Wright, The Works of the Emperor Julian, vol.2 (Cambridge, Mass., 1913), 489.  31 Codex Theodosianus, ed. T. Mommsen and P. Meyer (Berlin, 1905). This law is repeated in Co-  dex Justinianus, ed. P. Krueger, eleventh edition (Berlin, 1954) X1.46.1.111 Julian, Miısopogon 3621) 363)
VUOV EXOOTOG LÖLC WEV ELC T ÖELTVO. XCLL TÄC EOQTÜC YOALOEL ÖCANAVOUEVOG,
XCLL ENVU LÖC NMOAAOUG UUWOV MAELIOTO. ELG IC ÖELNTVO. TONU Matovuc XONLATO
ANOAEOOVTOALG

Yet ONMNC of YOU |Antiochenes] delights spend privately din-
ers and teasts: and NOW vVCLY ell that ILLALLY of yOU squandered VELY large
SU1115 of dinners durıng the May festival |Maıuma]30

(1V) Codex Theodosianus N6

Clementiae NOSTILA€Ee placuıt, ut alumae provıncıalıbus laetıt1a redderetur, ıta
amen, ut honestas eit verecundıia castıs moribus perseveret.

It has pleased Our Clemency reSsStore the provıncıals the enJoyment of the
Mayuma, provıded, however, that decency an modesty and chaste Anl

<hall be preserved (25 Aprıl 396).*
Ludicras concedımus agıtarı, nım1a harum restrictione tristıt1a

generetur. Illud VCTO quod <ıbı PTOCAaX Iıcentia vindıcavıt, maıumam, toe-
dum adque ındecorum spectaculum, denegamus.
We permıit the theatrıcal Aarts be practised, lest, by eXCESSIVE restriction thereof,

28 Robert, ‘Epigraphica’, 1 ‚ tor the datıng of the Inscr1ıption. It has IN OST recently een publıshed
1ın Katalog der antıken Inschriften des Museums 9108 Iznık I’ ed Sahın (Bonn, no. 63;
S also Mentzu-Meımare, ‘Der Maı0umas/’,

79 As Robert nO  9 ‘Epigraphica’, 1 9 the readıng ‘Maıuma’ ıs SC60U16:

Ir. Wright, The Works of +he Emperor Julıan, vol.2 (Cambridge, Mass., 1913 489
31 Codex Theodosianus, ed Mommsen and Meyer (Berlin, hıs law 15 repeated ın 0<

dex Justinianus, ed Krueger, eleventh edition (Berlın,
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sadness INaYy be produced. But torbid that toul aM iındecent spectacle which
under the AI Mayuma cshameless 1cense claıms tor Its z (2 October
399)

(v) Rey-Coquaıs, Inscrıptions et atınes decouvertes ANS les fonılles
de Iyr (1963-1974) Inscrıiptions de Ia neEcropole (Parıs, Bulletin du
Musee de Beyrouth 79 J; I5 S6-  N

(D WOLOUVWICOVTEG EV TW TOINTO TOUTOW KOAÄC NUEOQAS EYOUOLV

Those wh celebrate the Maıuma 1ın thıs place QaVe pleasant days. “

(vı) Malalas, Chronographia, 621 8a2

OC NMAQEOYEV SV AVTLOYELC T WEYOAN NOOOONKNV XONUWATOV ELG TO LILTELXOÖOV X.CLL
c ÜUNLO. XCLL TOV MOtOoUVuUOWV.

He |Antiochus Chuzon)] supplıed tunds tor the horse-races 1n Antioch the (Great
and tor the Olympiıc testival and the Ma1ı0umas.

V1l Roueche, Aphrodisıas ıIn aAate Äntıqu1ty (London, inscr1ıption
4.()

1Ov XCLL. AVOVOOETNV XL XTLOTNV XCOLL OLAOTLUOV XL MaLou WOOXTV
AOQOUAKLTLOV, EELVE, WEATNE TOV NYEUOVO

Stranger, sing of Dulcıitıius, the c  OT, o1ver of and ounder SEr lover
of honour and Maioumarch 35

(vaun) An illustrated ead dısk, 39 1n dıameter, from Heliopolis (Baalbek)
Sıde collection of bulldıngs, together wıth word
Sıde temple, wıth xod 1n the miıddle, and the word

27 TIranslatıons trom Pharr, The Theodosian ode (New York, Both laws A addressed
the serving praetorıan prefect of the Kast, the tirst Caesarıus, the second Aurelhıan.

33 Rey-Coquaıis, Giti, SCS the WOAOCL. NLEOQOAL somethıng mystical, but thıs 15 effectively
butted by Robert, Bulletin Epigraphique 1n REG 91 (1 499 The inscr1ıption dates trom
the late antıque per10d: RE Rey-Coquaıis, loc. Cr
Ir Jeffreys-Scott, 198 The ate 15 the 440s; ct. LRFE . Antiochus

25 Ir. Rouceche, GE 69, wh: tentatively dates the inscr1ption the mid-tifth CENTLULCY (ıbid. 67)
It has een suggested that the tormer word 15 Greek transcr1ıption of the Latın term recognıtı0,
aM that what 15 being ‘inspected’ the Maıuma festival, there being tew words beginning



One, Iwo Ihree Feasts? 11

(1x) John the Lydıan, De Mensibus 1V.76 (ed Wünsch |Leı1ipzıg, 28)
OUTWC WEV ATa OEOAOYLOV, ATa Ö TOV NS DUOLOAOYLAG TOONOV TINV Matav
OL TOAAOL F VOWO 8äV(1L DOVAOVTAL %CL YOOQ TOLC ZU00LG BAOßAQLCOUVOLV OUTWC
ETL  E %CL VUV TO VOWO NOOOAYOQEVETAL, (DC XCOL WNLOVOL Ta VÖOHÖ0LM %AA IOBAaL.

In thıs WdY (they explaın) accordıng theology, but accordıng the method of
enquırıng into the nNnatfure and or1ıgın of things (physiology) INanıy wısh Mlay be

For the Syrıans wh speak (theır) foreıgn language, still ECVENn 110
3715 called, that aqueducts A called ME1LOUTY

(x) John the Lydıan, De Mensibus 1 V.80 (ed Wünsch, 133)
They call feasting to do the Maıuma’, from which \ we gzet the term| Maıuma.
The testival W as held 1n Rome 1in the month of May. The leadıng THNECIMN of the CIty
went OWN the shore, the CIty called Ost1a, en]oy themselves by throw-
ıng OLLC another Into the ”4tfers of the SC  S And the time of the testival of thıs

38typ C W AS called Maıuma.

(x1) (Jerasa. Ciby of the Decapolıs, ed Kraeling (New Haven, 1N-
scrıption no pp.470-1.””

[ E]nETEAEOON YOQLEOTATOG
ıM JOÜELOUVuUAG ÖLÖ SVLOUTÖV

The MOST delightful Maıuma W as celebrated after the lapse of (under the
dux Paulus)40

AACINY. The dısk has theretore een interpreted referring authorıisatıon of the Maı-
U1l testival, which would poımnt per10d when the celebratiıon of the Maıuma had een
banned; and SINCEe the style ot the etters 15 attrıbuted the thırd tourth CENTUFY by the
edıtor ot the dısk, the late tourth CENLUTY promısıng CONLEXT tor the ıtem. See Mou-
terde, ‘Culte antıques de Ia Coele&syrıe eit de I Hermon’, Melanges de P’Puniversite Saınt Joseph
), 697-/3; the disk 1$ iıllustrated Mouterde (perhaps optimistically) managed ob-
SC MC colonnade leadıng enclosed the ftirst sıde; 1ın the he Sa W small build-
ıng between LW pıllars, openıng NLO ‘quatres parterres (# bassıns (?) constructions (?)
oblongues, paralleles.’ The temple depicted the dısk 15 almost certaınly that of Jupiter Helı0-
polıtanus, Car which lay distrıbution poıint.

3/ Water 15 called May’ 15 sımply explained: VOWO <a D, which sounds ıke Mala ‘Aqueducts
ATC called ME1O0OUNTL. 15 diftticult perhaps VÖoOO600 mu Tr<K soundıng ıke WNLOUVOL.

38 hıs intormatıon 15 repeated ın the Suda, quoted above (V) In John the Lydıan the Padsasc tol-
lows descr1iption ot riıtual ınvolving dancıng ın honour of the earth, apparently unconnected
ıth the Maıuma.

39 Iso ın Meımarıs, Chronological 5Systems ın Rorfian—ßyzantine Palestine an Arabıa
Athens, 81, 110 anı Mentzu-Meımare, ‘Der Maı0umas/’, 500

4.() The Inscr1ıption 1s dated 533 the inıtıial 1n Maıuma 15 restored. The translatıon 15 by
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e Theophanes, Chronographia, ed de OOr (Leipzıg, > 4A51 2546

Ö$ DAOLAEUG MOLNOALC MAatovudv EV Z.OOLAVALC12  Greatrex/Watt  (xii) Theophanes, Chronographia, ed. C. de Boor (Leipzig, 1883), 451.25-6  ö ö8& Baoıhedc MOM Oa MAtovuAv &v Zodavalc ...  The emperor (Leo VI) held the Maiuma at Sophianae ...*!  (xii) Scriptor incertus de Leone Bardae filio, in Leo Grammaticus, ed. I. Bekker  (Bonn, 1842), p.337.2  ... EENAOEV EmG TÄKLÖOUKTOV NMOLOÜVTEG UALOVLÄSAG XOAL ÖLÖÖOVTEC XAQLOLATOL  TOUS ÜOXOVTAG TOVU OTQATOU ...  ... they went out as far as Ta Akedouktou, holding Maiumas and giving gifts to  the leaders of the army.“?  (xiv) Constantine Porphyrogenitus, de Ceremoniis, ed. J. J. Reiske (Bonn, 1838),  Appendix ad librum primum, 1.451.10 (cf. 451.17)®  XOl EÖLOOV AUTOLIS ANOKÖULßLOV, XAL LALOVLÄV TOIS OTQATLÖTALG ...  'To them he [Constantine the Great] gave a purse of money, to the soldiers he  gave maluma ...  C.C. McCown, “The Maiumas Inscription, Pool and Theatre at Jerash’, Atti del XIX Congresso  Internazionale degli Orientalisti (1935) (Rome, 1938), 686. His connection of the inscription  with the publication of the second edition of the Codex Justinianus (ibid. 686-7), in which the  permission of the festival in the Codex Theodosianus (iv.1 above) was repeated, may be doubted:  it is clear from (vi) that the ban was never rigorously applied, though it may have been the case  that the festival had not been held in Gerasa for some time. Mentzu-Meimare, ‘Der Maioumas’,  70-2, prefers to view the inscription as referring to a building which was completed by the dux.  While the verb &nurtei£0m is capable of either interpretation, McCown’s version seems the more  probable. See also H. Lucas, “Repertorium der griechischen Inschriften aus Gerasa’, Mitthei-  lungen und Nachrichten des deutschen Palaestina-Vereins 1901, no. 22, pp-59-61; Prosopogra-  phy of the Later Roman Empire, ed. J. Martindale (Cambridge, 1992), vol. 3, Paulus 3 for the dux  named.  4  C. Mango and R. Scott, The Chronicle of Theophanes Confessor (Oxford, 1997), 623, translate  “The emperor distributed rewards at Sophianai”, and see n.9. The date is A.D. 778. Mentzu-Mei-  mare, “Der Maioumas’”, 65, argues that Sophianae refers not to the palace by this name but to the  42  baths erected by Justin II at the Forum Tauri (reported by Theophanes, 243.21-3).  The procession of the Emperor Michael I, the Augusta Theodora and the army took place in  May 803, as is clear from Theophanes, 500.14-20, tr. Mango-Scott, The Chronicle of Theo-  phanes, 684; see Mentzu-Meimare, ‘Der Maioumas’, 66, for the linking of the two accounts. Ta  Akedouktou lies west of Constantinople, berween Selymbria and Heracleia: see Mango-Scott,  op. cıt., 687 n.23.  43  The word is found elsewhere in the de Ceremoniis; the occurrences are noted and analysed in  Mentzu-Meimare, ‘Der Maioumas’, 67-8.The CINDCIOF (Leo VI) held the Maıuma al Sophianae 41

X111) Scrıptor incertus de Leone Bardae {1110, ın Leo Grammatıcus, ed Bekker
(Bonn, >12  Greatrex/Watt  (xii) Theophanes, Chronographia, ed. C. de Boor (Leipzig, 1883), 451.25-6  ö ö8& Baoıhedc MOM Oa MAtovuAv &v Zodavalc ...  The emperor (Leo VI) held the Maiuma at Sophianae ...*!  (xii) Scriptor incertus de Leone Bardae filio, in Leo Grammaticus, ed. I. Bekker  (Bonn, 1842), p.337.2  ... EENAOEV EmG TÄKLÖOUKTOV NMOLOÜVTEG UALOVLÄSAG XOAL ÖLÖÖOVTEC XAQLOLATOL  TOUS ÜOXOVTAG TOVU OTQATOU ...  ... they went out as far as Ta Akedouktou, holding Maiumas and giving gifts to  the leaders of the army.“?  (xiv) Constantine Porphyrogenitus, de Ceremoniis, ed. J. J. Reiske (Bonn, 1838),  Appendix ad librum primum, 1.451.10 (cf. 451.17)®  XOl EÖLOOV AUTOLIS ANOKÖULßLOV, XAL LALOVLÄV TOIS OTQATLÖTALG ...  'To them he [Constantine the Great] gave a purse of money, to the soldiers he  gave maluma ...  C.C. McCown, “The Maiumas Inscription, Pool and Theatre at Jerash’, Atti del XIX Congresso  Internazionale degli Orientalisti (1935) (Rome, 1938), 686. His connection of the inscription  with the publication of the second edition of the Codex Justinianus (ibid. 686-7), in which the  permission of the festival in the Codex Theodosianus (iv.1 above) was repeated, may be doubted:  it is clear from (vi) that the ban was never rigorously applied, though it may have been the case  that the festival had not been held in Gerasa for some time. Mentzu-Meimare, ‘Der Maioumas’,  70-2, prefers to view the inscription as referring to a building which was completed by the dux.  While the verb &nurtei£0m is capable of either interpretation, McCown’s version seems the more  probable. See also H. Lucas, “Repertorium der griechischen Inschriften aus Gerasa’, Mitthei-  lungen und Nachrichten des deutschen Palaestina-Vereins 1901, no. 22, pp-59-61; Prosopogra-  phy of the Later Roman Empire, ed. J. Martindale (Cambridge, 1992), vol. 3, Paulus 3 for the dux  named.  4  C. Mango and R. Scott, The Chronicle of Theophanes Confessor (Oxford, 1997), 623, translate  “The emperor distributed rewards at Sophianai”, and see n.9. The date is A.D. 778. Mentzu-Mei-  mare, “Der Maioumas’”, 65, argues that Sophianae refers not to the palace by this name but to the  42  baths erected by Justin II at the Forum Tauri (reported by Theophanes, 243.21-3).  The procession of the Emperor Michael I, the Augusta Theodora and the army took place in  May 803, as is clear from Theophanes, 500.14-20, tr. Mango-Scott, The Chronicle of Theo-  phanes, 684; see Mentzu-Meimare, ‘Der Maioumas’, 66, for the linking of the two accounts. Ta  Akedouktou lies west of Constantinople, berween Selymbria and Heracleia: see Mango-Scott,  op. cıt., 687 n.23.  43  The word is found elsewhere in the de Ceremoniis; the occurrences are noted and analysed in  Mentzu-Meimare, ‘Der Maioumas’, 67-8.EENAOEV -  EWC TAHLÖOUXTON MOLOUVTEG WOALOVUAÄ.ÖALG X.CL ÖLÖÖOVTECG YAQLOULATA
TOUCG ÜOXOVTAG TOUV OTQCATOU12  Greatrex/Watt  (xii) Theophanes, Chronographia, ed. C. de Boor (Leipzig, 1883), 451.25-6  ö ö8& Baoıhedc MOM Oa MAtovuAv &v Zodavalc ...  The emperor (Leo VI) held the Maiuma at Sophianae ...*!  (xii) Scriptor incertus de Leone Bardae filio, in Leo Grammaticus, ed. I. Bekker  (Bonn, 1842), p.337.2  ... EENAOEV EmG TÄKLÖOUKTOV NMOLOÜVTEG UALOVLÄSAG XOAL ÖLÖÖOVTEC XAQLOLATOL  TOUS ÜOXOVTAG TOVU OTQATOU ...  ... they went out as far as Ta Akedouktou, holding Maiumas and giving gifts to  the leaders of the army.“?  (xiv) Constantine Porphyrogenitus, de Ceremoniis, ed. J. J. Reiske (Bonn, 1838),  Appendix ad librum primum, 1.451.10 (cf. 451.17)®  XOl EÖLOOV AUTOLIS ANOKÖULßLOV, XAL LALOVLÄV TOIS OTQATLÖTALG ...  'To them he [Constantine the Great] gave a purse of money, to the soldiers he  gave maluma ...  C.C. McCown, “The Maiumas Inscription, Pool and Theatre at Jerash’, Atti del XIX Congresso  Internazionale degli Orientalisti (1935) (Rome, 1938), 686. His connection of the inscription  with the publication of the second edition of the Codex Justinianus (ibid. 686-7), in which the  permission of the festival in the Codex Theodosianus (iv.1 above) was repeated, may be doubted:  it is clear from (vi) that the ban was never rigorously applied, though it may have been the case  that the festival had not been held in Gerasa for some time. Mentzu-Meimare, ‘Der Maioumas’,  70-2, prefers to view the inscription as referring to a building which was completed by the dux.  While the verb &nurtei£0m is capable of either interpretation, McCown’s version seems the more  probable. See also H. Lucas, “Repertorium der griechischen Inschriften aus Gerasa’, Mitthei-  lungen und Nachrichten des deutschen Palaestina-Vereins 1901, no. 22, pp-59-61; Prosopogra-  phy of the Later Roman Empire, ed. J. Martindale (Cambridge, 1992), vol. 3, Paulus 3 for the dux  named.  4  C. Mango and R. Scott, The Chronicle of Theophanes Confessor (Oxford, 1997), 623, translate  “The emperor distributed rewards at Sophianai”, and see n.9. The date is A.D. 778. Mentzu-Mei-  mare, “Der Maioumas’”, 65, argues that Sophianae refers not to the palace by this name but to the  42  baths erected by Justin II at the Forum Tauri (reported by Theophanes, 243.21-3).  The procession of the Emperor Michael I, the Augusta Theodora and the army took place in  May 803, as is clear from Theophanes, 500.14-20, tr. Mango-Scott, The Chronicle of Theo-  phanes, 684; see Mentzu-Meimare, ‘Der Maioumas’, 66, for the linking of the two accounts. Ta  Akedouktou lies west of Constantinople, berween Selymbria and Heracleia: see Mango-Scott,  op. cıt., 687 n.23.  43  The word is found elsewhere in the de Ceremoniis; the occurrences are noted and analysed in  Mentzu-Meimare, ‘Der Maioumas’, 67-8.12  Greatrex/Watt  (xii) Theophanes, Chronographia, ed. C. de Boor (Leipzig, 1883), 451.25-6  ö ö8& Baoıhedc MOM Oa MAtovuAv &v Zodavalc ...  The emperor (Leo VI) held the Maiuma at Sophianae ...*!  (xii) Scriptor incertus de Leone Bardae filio, in Leo Grammaticus, ed. I. Bekker  (Bonn, 1842), p.337.2  ... EENAOEV EmG TÄKLÖOUKTOV NMOLOÜVTEG UALOVLÄSAG XOAL ÖLÖÖOVTEC XAQLOLATOL  TOUS ÜOXOVTAG TOVU OTQATOU ...  ... they went out as far as Ta Akedouktou, holding Maiumas and giving gifts to  the leaders of the army.“?  (xiv) Constantine Porphyrogenitus, de Ceremoniis, ed. J. J. Reiske (Bonn, 1838),  Appendix ad librum primum, 1.451.10 (cf. 451.17)®  XOl EÖLOOV AUTOLIS ANOKÖULßLOV, XAL LALOVLÄV TOIS OTQATLÖTALG ...  'To them he [Constantine the Great] gave a purse of money, to the soldiers he  gave maluma ...  C.C. McCown, “The Maiumas Inscription, Pool and Theatre at Jerash’, Atti del XIX Congresso  Internazionale degli Orientalisti (1935) (Rome, 1938), 686. His connection of the inscription  with the publication of the second edition of the Codex Justinianus (ibid. 686-7), in which the  permission of the festival in the Codex Theodosianus (iv.1 above) was repeated, may be doubted:  it is clear from (vi) that the ban was never rigorously applied, though it may have been the case  that the festival had not been held in Gerasa for some time. Mentzu-Meimare, ‘Der Maioumas’,  70-2, prefers to view the inscription as referring to a building which was completed by the dux.  While the verb &nurtei£0m is capable of either interpretation, McCown’s version seems the more  probable. See also H. Lucas, “Repertorium der griechischen Inschriften aus Gerasa’, Mitthei-  lungen und Nachrichten des deutschen Palaestina-Vereins 1901, no. 22, pp-59-61; Prosopogra-  phy of the Later Roman Empire, ed. J. Martindale (Cambridge, 1992), vol. 3, Paulus 3 for the dux  named.  4  C. Mango and R. Scott, The Chronicle of Theophanes Confessor (Oxford, 1997), 623, translate  “The emperor distributed rewards at Sophianai”, and see n.9. The date is A.D. 778. Mentzu-Mei-  mare, “Der Maioumas’”, 65, argues that Sophianae refers not to the palace by this name but to the  42  baths erected by Justin II at the Forum Tauri (reported by Theophanes, 243.21-3).  The procession of the Emperor Michael I, the Augusta Theodora and the army took place in  May 803, as is clear from Theophanes, 500.14-20, tr. Mango-Scott, The Chronicle of Theo-  phanes, 684; see Mentzu-Meimare, ‘Der Maioumas’, 66, for the linking of the two accounts. Ta  Akedouktou lies west of Constantinople, berween Selymbria and Heracleia: see Mango-Scott,  op. cıt., 687 n.23.  43  The word is found elsewhere in the de Ceremoniis; the occurrences are noted and analysed in  Mentzu-Meimare, ‘Der Maioumas’, 67-8.they went OUL 4S tar A4s Ta Akedouktou, holding alumas and 21ving oifts
the eaders of the 2  army.

X1IV Constantıne Porphyrogenitus, de Ceremonis, ed Reiske (Bonn,
Appendix ad librum prımum, 145110 (eE 5  17
XCIL SÖOLÖOOUV QUTOLC ANOKÖUßBLOV, XCLL WOALOUVUA TOLCG OTOQOATLOTALG12  Greatrex/Watt  (xii) Theophanes, Chronographia, ed. C. de Boor (Leipzig, 1883), 451.25-6  ö ö8& Baoıhedc MOM Oa MAtovuAv &v Zodavalc ...  The emperor (Leo VI) held the Maiuma at Sophianae ...*!  (xii) Scriptor incertus de Leone Bardae filio, in Leo Grammaticus, ed. I. Bekker  (Bonn, 1842), p.337.2  ... EENAOEV EmG TÄKLÖOUKTOV NMOLOÜVTEG UALOVLÄSAG XOAL ÖLÖÖOVTEC XAQLOLATOL  TOUS ÜOXOVTAG TOVU OTQATOU ...  ... they went out as far as Ta Akedouktou, holding Maiumas and giving gifts to  the leaders of the army.“?  (xiv) Constantine Porphyrogenitus, de Ceremoniis, ed. J. J. Reiske (Bonn, 1838),  Appendix ad librum primum, 1.451.10 (cf. 451.17)®  XOl EÖLOOV AUTOLIS ANOKÖULßLOV, XAL LALOVLÄV TOIS OTQATLÖTALG ...  'To them he [Constantine the Great] gave a purse of money, to the soldiers he  gave maluma ...  C.C. McCown, “The Maiumas Inscription, Pool and Theatre at Jerash’, Atti del XIX Congresso  Internazionale degli Orientalisti (1935) (Rome, 1938), 686. His connection of the inscription  with the publication of the second edition of the Codex Justinianus (ibid. 686-7), in which the  permission of the festival in the Codex Theodosianus (iv.1 above) was repeated, may be doubted:  it is clear from (vi) that the ban was never rigorously applied, though it may have been the case  that the festival had not been held in Gerasa for some time. Mentzu-Meimare, ‘Der Maioumas’,  70-2, prefers to view the inscription as referring to a building which was completed by the dux.  While the verb &nurtei£0m is capable of either interpretation, McCown’s version seems the more  probable. See also H. Lucas, “Repertorium der griechischen Inschriften aus Gerasa’, Mitthei-  lungen und Nachrichten des deutschen Palaestina-Vereins 1901, no. 22, pp-59-61; Prosopogra-  phy of the Later Roman Empire, ed. J. Martindale (Cambridge, 1992), vol. 3, Paulus 3 for the dux  named.  4  C. Mango and R. Scott, The Chronicle of Theophanes Confessor (Oxford, 1997), 623, translate  “The emperor distributed rewards at Sophianai”, and see n.9. The date is A.D. 778. Mentzu-Mei-  mare, “Der Maioumas’”, 65, argues that Sophianae refers not to the palace by this name but to the  42  baths erected by Justin II at the Forum Tauri (reported by Theophanes, 243.21-3).  The procession of the Emperor Michael I, the Augusta Theodora and the army took place in  May 803, as is clear from Theophanes, 500.14-20, tr. Mango-Scott, The Chronicle of Theo-  phanes, 684; see Mentzu-Meimare, ‘Der Maioumas’, 66, for the linking of the two accounts. Ta  Akedouktou lies west of Constantinople, berween Selymbria and Heracleia: see Mango-Scott,  op. cıt., 687 n.23.  43  The word is found elsewhere in the de Ceremoniis; the occurrences are noted and analysed in  Mentzu-Meimare, ‘Der Maioumas’, 67-8.T3 them he | Constantıne the Great|] SaVC of’ the soldiers he
SaVC MAalLUuMd12  Greatrex/Watt  (xii) Theophanes, Chronographia, ed. C. de Boor (Leipzig, 1883), 451.25-6  ö ö8& Baoıhedc MOM Oa MAtovuAv &v Zodavalc ...  The emperor (Leo VI) held the Maiuma at Sophianae ...*!  (xii) Scriptor incertus de Leone Bardae filio, in Leo Grammaticus, ed. I. Bekker  (Bonn, 1842), p.337.2  ... EENAOEV EmG TÄKLÖOUKTOV NMOLOÜVTEG UALOVLÄSAG XOAL ÖLÖÖOVTEC XAQLOLATOL  TOUS ÜOXOVTAG TOVU OTQATOU ...  ... they went out as far as Ta Akedouktou, holding Maiumas and giving gifts to  the leaders of the army.“?  (xiv) Constantine Porphyrogenitus, de Ceremoniis, ed. J. J. Reiske (Bonn, 1838),  Appendix ad librum primum, 1.451.10 (cf. 451.17)®  XOl EÖLOOV AUTOLIS ANOKÖULßLOV, XAL LALOVLÄV TOIS OTQATLÖTALG ...  'To them he [Constantine the Great] gave a purse of money, to the soldiers he  gave maluma ...  C.C. McCown, “The Maiumas Inscription, Pool and Theatre at Jerash’, Atti del XIX Congresso  Internazionale degli Orientalisti (1935) (Rome, 1938), 686. His connection of the inscription  with the publication of the second edition of the Codex Justinianus (ibid. 686-7), in which the  permission of the festival in the Codex Theodosianus (iv.1 above) was repeated, may be doubted:  it is clear from (vi) that the ban was never rigorously applied, though it may have been the case  that the festival had not been held in Gerasa for some time. Mentzu-Meimare, ‘Der Maioumas’,  70-2, prefers to view the inscription as referring to a building which was completed by the dux.  While the verb &nurtei£0m is capable of either interpretation, McCown’s version seems the more  probable. See also H. Lucas, “Repertorium der griechischen Inschriften aus Gerasa’, Mitthei-  lungen und Nachrichten des deutschen Palaestina-Vereins 1901, no. 22, pp-59-61; Prosopogra-  phy of the Later Roman Empire, ed. J. Martindale (Cambridge, 1992), vol. 3, Paulus 3 for the dux  named.  4  C. Mango and R. Scott, The Chronicle of Theophanes Confessor (Oxford, 1997), 623, translate  “The emperor distributed rewards at Sophianai”, and see n.9. The date is A.D. 778. Mentzu-Mei-  mare, “Der Maioumas’”, 65, argues that Sophianae refers not to the palace by this name but to the  42  baths erected by Justin II at the Forum Tauri (reported by Theophanes, 243.21-3).  The procession of the Emperor Michael I, the Augusta Theodora and the army took place in  May 803, as is clear from Theophanes, 500.14-20, tr. Mango-Scott, The Chronicle of Theo-  phanes, 684; see Mentzu-Meimare, ‘Der Maioumas’, 66, for the linking of the two accounts. Ta  Akedouktou lies west of Constantinople, berween Selymbria and Heracleia: see Mango-Scott,  op. cıt., 687 n.23.  43  The word is found elsewhere in the de Ceremoniis; the occurrences are noted and analysed in  Mentzu-Meimare, ‘Der Maioumas’, 67-8.McCown, “CThe Maıumas Inscription, Pool| and Theatre al Jerash:; ttı delE CongressoInternazionale deglı Orientalist: (1939) (Rome, 656 Hıs connection of the inscr1ıptionıth the publıcation of the second edition o the Codex Justinıanus (ıbid. 686-7), 1ın which the

permi1ssıon oft the testival 1n the Codeyx Theodosianus (1v.1 above) W as repeated, INa Yy be doubted:
1t 1S clear trom (v1) that the ban W Aas rıgorously applied, though 1t INaYy ave een the CA4ASe
that the testival hai NOTLT een held 1n (serasa tor SOMNEC time. Mentzu-Meımare, ‘Der Maı0umas’,
/0-2, prefers 1eW the inscr1iption as referring bulldıng which W as completed by the dux.
Whıile the erb EITLTEASO 1$ capable of either interpretatıon, McCown’s versıon the INOTEC

probable. See also Lucas, Repertorium der oriechischen Inschritten AaUus (GGerasa’, Miıtthei-
lungen UN Nachrichten des deutschen Palaestina- ereıns 1901 2 , pp. 597-61; Prosopogra-phy Later Roman Embiıre, ed Martındale (Cambrıidge, vol 3’ Paulus tor the dux
named.

41 Mango an Scott, The Chronicle of T’heophanes Confessor (Oxford, 1997), 623, translate
“CThe CMPECIOF distriıbuted rewards Sophianaı’”, and GE The ate 15 U Mentzu-Me ı-
INAIC, ‘Der Maı0umas’, 65, AISUCS that Sophianae reters NOTLT the palace by thıs aIine but the

4°)
baths erected by Justın 11 the Forum Taurı (reported by Theophanes, 243.21-3).
The procession of the Emperor Miıchael I) the Augusta Theodora and the AaLINLYV took place 1n
May 803, AS 15 clear trom Theophanes, 500.14-20, Mango-dcott, The Chronicle of heo-
phanes, 654; Cn Mentzu-Meıimare, ‘Der Maı0umas’, 66, tor the lınkıng ot the LW Ta
Akedouktou lıes W Eest oft Constantinople, between Selymbrıa an Heracleija: SS Mango-Scott,
Opi i 687n

4 3 The word 1$ tound elsewhere ıIn the de Ceremonius; the OC!  es A noted an analysed In
Mentzu-Meımare, ‘Der Maı0umas/’, 6/-  ©O
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These last three references the Maıuma AapPPCar ear lıttle relevance OUT

eNUIrY; by the late eighth CENTUCY the Ha had apparently COINEC be applied
the distrıiıbution of by the +  emperor. TOoOom the other SOUITICCS, how-

CVCI, evera] features of the Maıuma ALC Fırst, It took place ın May;
both John the Lydıan (x) and Ma  SA  Z  >  Aas (1) ıry GOHNEGCG thıs wıth the Aalille Maı-
uma, although thıs etymology 15 highly ımprobable. In fact: Aas John actually
acknowledges (1x), the amnle 15 probably of Semuitı1ic (Aramaıc) orıgın and tormed
from Va (yamma), ‘sea', prefixed by Mal (status constructus), “‘waters offs OT

(mem locale), ;place Of’ 49 Second, It took place by nıght, al least accordıng
Malalas. Thırd, 1t iınvolved tor which 1CAaSOTNMN those celebrating the testi-

val Al Rome Journeyed OWnNn Ostıa. It 15 sıgnıfıcant therefore that the INSCI1P-
t10N trom CGerasa (x1) W as tound close the theatre about ONC kılometre north
of the CItY, close which lie pool and canal; sımılarly, the inscr1ıption at Iyre
(V) W as tound the all of mal LOOIN which housed the
canal, whıiıle that Ar Aphrodisıas (v11) W as discovered ‘above large collecting
pool.  246 Finally, 1T iınvolved theatrıical dısplays of ewd nNature, by which danc-
ıng OT mımıng 15 probably ındicated.

See Mango-dcott, The Chronicle of Theophanes, 623 wıth Rochow, ‘Beıträge der Chronik
des Theophanes ZU mittelgriechıschen Wortschatz’, Klıo (1987), S /l '] But Mentzu-Meiı-
INaIC, ‘Der Maı0umas/’, 64-7, AIguCcCS that GV al thıs ate SOINC connection wıth bathıng
ceremonı1es IMaYy well ave een preserved.

45 See Jacoby 1ın XANV (1928), 2-14, the etymology ot the term (rejecting John the Lydıan
and Malalas); Roueche, Aphrodisıas, 7 ‘9 15 prepared take John’s evidence HOTE ser10usly. The
Greek ot John’s Passasıcl (Xx) actually contaıns the phrase "waters of the sea (EvV TOLG OAACTTLOLG
VOAOL). Mentzu-Meımare, ‘Der Maı0umas’, 6 E 15 incorrect that the Semit1ic term Maı-
UIn: could equally reter rıver SOUTCEC

Gothofredus, Codex Theodosianus C perpetuıs commentarıs, vol (Lyons, 359
that there W as testiva Ostıa (cf. Preisendanz 1n DE 928]1, 61 1-12), but denies al y

connection ıth the Maıuma celebrated 1n the 6AST Hıs contention (accepted, however, by Rob-
SEIT, ‘Epigraphica’, 12 ni2 that the the testival W as NOL celebrated 1ın May 1s based mistaken
interpretation of the Passapc trom Julıan, 111) above: the procession Daphne 1ın L00s (August)
mentioned AL 36117 1$ unconnected wıth the Maıuma.

Jewish SOUTCECS also contaın reterences the Maıuma (condemniıng the lIıcentiousness ot the
testival): SC Büchler, “Une localıte enıgmatıque’, RN and Perles, Zur rabbiniıschen Sprach-
UN Sagenkunde (Breslau, .

46 McCown, “The testival theatre al the Bırketein) 1n Kraelıng, Gerasa, 9-60; bid. 470 tor
the locatıon ot the Inscr1ption. NSee also Cumont, Foyuilles de Doura-EuroposS(Parıs,
1926), 189 thıs evıdence, connecting ıt ıth the theatre Daphne (on whiıch KG below). On
the Iinscr1ption al Iyre (V) SCC Rey-Coquaıis, InscriptionsOne, Two or Three Feasts?  1B  These last three references to the Maiuma appear to bear little relevance to our  enquiry; by the late eighth century the name had apparently come to be applied  to the distribution of presents by the emperor.** From the other sources, how-  ever, several features of the Maiuma are apparent. First, it took place in May;  both John the Lydian (x) and Malalas (i) try to connect this with the name Mai-  uma, although this etymology is highly improbable. In fact, as John actually  acknowledges (ix), the name is probably of Semitic (Aramaic) origin and formed  from yam (yamma), ‘sea’, prefixed by mai (status constructus), “‘waters of’, or  ma- (mem locale), “place of’.*® Second, it took place by night, at least according  to Malalas. Third, it involved water, for which reason those celebrating the festi-  val at Rome journeyed down to Ostia. It ıs significant therefore that the inscrip-  tion from Gerasa (xi) was found close to the theatre about one kilometre north  of the city, close to which lie a pool and a canal; similarly, the inscription at Tyre  (v) was found on the wall of a small room which housed the entrance to a water  canal, while that at Aphrodisias (vii) was discovered ‘above a large collecting  pool.’*° Finally, it involved theatrical displays of a lewd nature, by which danc-  ing or miming ıs probably indicated.  44 See Mango-Scott, The Chronicle of Theophanes, 623 n.9 with I. Rochow, ‘Beiträge der Chronik  des Theophanes zum mittelgriechischen Wortschatz’, Klzo 69 (1987), 570-1. But Mentzu-Mei-  mare, ‘Der Maioumas’, 64-7, argues that even at this late stage some connection with bathing  ceremonies may well have been preserved.  45  See Jacoby in RE XIV (1928), 612-14, on the etymology of the term (rejecting John the Lydian  and Malalas); Roueche, Aphrodiszas, 72, is prepared to take John’s evidence more seriously. The  Greek of John’s passage (x) actually contains the phrase “waters of the sea’ (&v tOlc BahatıLOLG  D8aoı). Mentzu-Meimare, ‘Der Maioumas’, 60, is incorrect to state that the Semitic term Mai-  uma could equally refer to river or source water.  J. Gothofredus, Codex Theodosianus cum perpetuis commentaris, vol.5 (Lyons, 1665), 359 ac-  cepts that there was a festival at Ostia (cf. Preisendanz in RE XIV [1928], 611-12), but denies any  connection with the Maiuma celebrated in the east. His contention (accepted, however, by Rob-  ert, ‘Epigraphica’, 12 n.2) that the the festival was not celebrated in May is based on a mistaken  interpretation of the passage from Julian, (iii) above: the procession to Daphne in Loos (August)  mentioned at 361D is unconnected with the Maiuma.  Jewish sources also contain references to the Maiuma (condemning the licentiousness of the  festival): see A. Büchler, “Une localit& &nigmatique”, 25-8 and J. Perles, Zur rabbinischen Sprach-  und Sagenkunde (Breslau, 1873), 1-4.  46  C.C. McCown, “The festival theatre at the Birketein’ in Kraeling, Gerasa, 159-60; ibid. 470 for  the location of the inscription. See also F. Cumont, Foxilles de Doura-Europos 1922-1923 (Paris,  1926), 189 on this evidence, connecting it with the theatre at Daphne (on which see below). On  the inscription at Tyre (v) see Rey-Coquais, Inscriptions ... de Tyr, 87; on that at Aphrodisias,  Roueche, Aphrodistas, 72-3. Despite McCown, art. cit., 165 and “T'he Maiumas Inscription”, 688,  it is possible that the scaena of the theatre was sufficiently low to allow spectators a view of the  pool, as A. Segal, ZTheatres in Roman Palestine and Provincia Arabia (Leiden, 1995), 71 argues;  see R. MacMullen, Paganısm in the Roman Empire (New Haven, 1981), 19. Mentzu-Meimare,  ‘Der Maioumas’, 69-71, prefers to explain the proximity of Maiuma inscriptions to water by ar-  guing that they refer to bath-buildings, rather than the festival.de Iyr, S/; that at Aphrodisı1as,
Roueche, Aphrodisıas, 42  U Despite McCown, AT C: 165 and “CThe Maıumas Inseription’, 688,
1t 1$ possıble that the S$CACNAd ot the theatre W as sufficıently low allow SPECLALOTS 1eW of the
pool, 4S Segal, Theatres In Roman Palestine an Provıncıa Arabıa (Leiden, 7a AIg UCS,
SC MacMullen, Paganısm ın the Roman Embiıre (New Haven, Mentzu-Meımare,
‘Der Maı0umas’, 69-71, prefers explain the proximıty oft Maıuma INSCr1pti10Ns by
zuıng that they reter bath-buildıngs, rather than the testival.
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These clues suftice allow us$s bring urther OHEUGE bear. For other wriıters
make allusions testival markedly siımılar the Maıuma, but wıthout reter-
ring It by The tollowıng instances IA Y be noted.*/

(xvV) Lıbanıus, Or 10.14

And those wh NCW the of earlier times took pıty these, and KAVC
them the Aalllc of that feast 1ın which nothıng 15 NOT ventured.*®

XV1 Liıbanius, Or 41 16 (ed Foerster [Lempzig, 111.302)
There the theatre led INan y deeds the laws, an! SOINEC WEeEeTC se1zed
trom there and held tast by tew WOI'dS spoken by tew ME For the love of
shouting compels one be EerVanıd ın respeCL and other things

IU Daphne and hold the testival which brings ten thousand evıls the
CItY. For CVG IN  — (endowed) wıth prudence wh M there reLiurn hav-
ıng Cast It asıde. Havıng wıtnessed these things, It I xo0od CIMPCIOF
suppressed the practice, but It SICW agaln; and It takes place wıth SOINC 21VvINg
the orders, and yYyOU leadıng the WdYy ın helping 1ın thıs telicıtous (enterprIise). For
tive days OT BPYT@IRS the procession (going up) there 15 SCCI1 continue, wıth ack
of shame, SOTINC of which retflects the partıcıpants, an SOINC VOou And yel
ıf (MI1ICO1C WT1 ask yOU 110 VYOU COI back trom that varıecd drunken-
I11CS5>S, what AT YOU devoting much time ar

(XV11) John Chrysostom, In Matthaeum Homal. VII 57.79-80)
For tell In ıf AI1LyOILC offered introduce YOU Into Paldces and chow yOU the
kıng sıttıng (there), would VOU ındeed choose f the theatre instead of these
thıngs ? And yYOU leave thıs and H6N the thea.tre SE swıiımmı1ıng,
and Narure PUL OPCNH dıshonour, 1eaving Christ sıttıng by the well? But

4/ Theodoret, Kirchengeschichte, ed Hansen (Berlın, (p 191), sometımes ciıted
1n connection ıth the Maıuma (e by Preisendanz, XIV 11928], 611 and Traversarı, en
spettacolı ındnel LeAaAtro tardo ANtLCO |Rome, 48) 15 iırrelevant: Julıan W as NOL Present
al Antioch ın May of eiıther 362 363 As Robert, ‘Epigraphica’, 10 4,9 ‘On ıte SOUVEeNLTL

KEHRCcOLG6S relatıts Maıoumas des LEeXTES quı SYy rapportent pas.‘
4N CT the OMMENET. ot Martın, Libanıios. Discours. Tome II (Parıs; 3720 (gıvıng reterences

other allusions ın Liıbanıus the Maıuma, Or A0 Imp. (’aeSsarıs Flavıu Claudıu Tulz-
an Ebpistulae Leges Poemata Fragmenta Varıa, ed Bıdez and Cumont (Parıs-Oxford,

102| and 45.23
49 See Lieu, ed., The Emperor Julıan. Panegyrıc an Polemic“ (Liverpool, 1989), 4/-8, tor

the ıdentiticatiıon ot Libanıus’ testival wıth the Maıuma, wıth Liebeschuetz, Antıoch.
Cıty and Administration ın the Later Roman Embpire (Oxtford, AA and 10 Mentzu-
Meımare, ‘Der Maı0umas’,



ÖOne, Iwo TIhree Feasts? 15

VYOU, leavıng the fountaın of blood, the awtul CUD, S YOUL WaYy the ftountaın
of the devıl, SCC harlot SW1mM, and endure shıpwreck of the soul For that

15 SCa of lascıy1ousness, NOTLT drownıng bodies, but workıng shıpwreck ot
souls. And whıiıle che SW1ms naked, yYOU, A4AS yOUu behold, aTrC plunged nto the
depths of lascıyviousnessOne, Two or Three Feasts?  15  you, leaving the fountain of blood, the awful cup, go your way to the fountain  of the devil, to see a harlot swim, and to endure shipwreck of the soul. For that  water i1s a sea of lascıviousness, not drowning bodies, but working shipwreck of  souls. And while she swims naked, you, as you behold, are plunged into the  depths of lascıviousness ...  For in the first place, through a whole night the devil takes over their souls  with the expectation of it; then having shown them the expected object, he has at  once bound*° them and made them captives ...  If now you are ashamed, and blush at the comparison, rise up to your nobility  and flee the sea of hell and the river of fire, (I mean) the pool in the theatre ...  And you, when there is a question of precedence, claim to have priority over the  whole world, since our city first crowned itself with the name of Christian; but  ın the competition of chastity, are you not ashamed to be behind the ruder  cities ?°1!  (xvin) Severus of Antioch, Homiıly 95, ed. and tr. M. Briere, PO 25 (1935), 93-4  [537-8]  But those who have gone up to Daphne in pagan fashion have had no regard for  the truth, which is so terrible (and) on account of which everything moves and  trembles. But ın the dark moments of the night they even lit lamps (AaunrdSdes)  of [wax] in the stadium (o0t4öL0v) and added incense, stealthily bringing about  their own destruction; and it was certain strangers (E£voı), take good note, who  informed me of this while trembling and crying. Do you not see the nets of the  Calumnator and his hidden traps, which on the one hand have as a pretext the  joy and pleasure at first sight (mo60xnua) and lead on the other hand to idolatry  (SetoLöaWOVvia) and the celebration of festivals in some ways criminal and harm-  ful? And are you not ashamed, when we call ourselves Christians, we who were  born on high for the purification which (comes) from the water and the Spirit  and call ourselves children of God, to run equally to the solemnities of Satan,  which we have renounced by divine baptism? For whenever you change your  clothing and afterwards go up to the spectacle, dressed in a tiny linen tunic  (xıtOv), which hides the arms but not the hands, waving about a wooden stick  50 Note that both Libanius (xvi) and John used the verb 8&@ in connection with the effect of the  festival on the audience.  51 Tr. G. Prevost in NPNF 1.10 (Oxford, 1844), 47-8 with emendations; see also Pasquato, Gli spet-  tacoli, 131 n. 237. The city referred to at the end is Antioch. John was well acquainted with such  events from his youth, on which see B.H. Vandenberghe, ‘Saint Jean Chrysostome et les spec-  tacles’, Zeitschrift für Religions- und Geistesgeschichte 7 (1955), 35 and J.N.D. Kelly, Golden  Mouth. The Story of John Chrysostom (London, 1995), 15. See also Vogt, ‘Le th&ätre”, 275 on the  evidence of this homily and Traversari, Gli spettacoli, 46-7.For 1n the tirst place; through whole nıght the devıl takes OVCTI theır souls
wıth the expectation of ıt: then havıng cshown them the expected objJect, he has al

ONCC bound?”® them and made them captıvesOne, Two or Three Feasts?  15  you, leaving the fountain of blood, the awful cup, go your way to the fountain  of the devil, to see a harlot swim, and to endure shipwreck of the soul. For that  water i1s a sea of lascıviousness, not drowning bodies, but working shipwreck of  souls. And while she swims naked, you, as you behold, are plunged into the  depths of lascıviousness ...  For in the first place, through a whole night the devil takes over their souls  with the expectation of it; then having shown them the expected object, he has at  once bound*° them and made them captives ...  If now you are ashamed, and blush at the comparison, rise up to your nobility  and flee the sea of hell and the river of fire, (I mean) the pool in the theatre ...  And you, when there is a question of precedence, claim to have priority over the  whole world, since our city first crowned itself with the name of Christian; but  ın the competition of chastity, are you not ashamed to be behind the ruder  cities ?°1!  (xvin) Severus of Antioch, Homiıly 95, ed. and tr. M. Briere, PO 25 (1935), 93-4  [537-8]  But those who have gone up to Daphne in pagan fashion have had no regard for  the truth, which is so terrible (and) on account of which everything moves and  trembles. But ın the dark moments of the night they even lit lamps (AaunrdSdes)  of [wax] in the stadium (o0t4öL0v) and added incense, stealthily bringing about  their own destruction; and it was certain strangers (E£voı), take good note, who  informed me of this while trembling and crying. Do you not see the nets of the  Calumnator and his hidden traps, which on the one hand have as a pretext the  joy and pleasure at first sight (mo60xnua) and lead on the other hand to idolatry  (SetoLöaWOVvia) and the celebration of festivals in some ways criminal and harm-  ful? And are you not ashamed, when we call ourselves Christians, we who were  born on high for the purification which (comes) from the water and the Spirit  and call ourselves children of God, to run equally to the solemnities of Satan,  which we have renounced by divine baptism? For whenever you change your  clothing and afterwards go up to the spectacle, dressed in a tiny linen tunic  (xıtOv), which hides the arms but not the hands, waving about a wooden stick  50 Note that both Libanius (xvi) and John used the verb 8&@ in connection with the effect of the  festival on the audience.  51 Tr. G. Prevost in NPNF 1.10 (Oxford, 1844), 47-8 with emendations; see also Pasquato, Gli spet-  tacoli, 131 n. 237. The city referred to at the end is Antioch. John was well acquainted with such  events from his youth, on which see B.H. Vandenberghe, ‘Saint Jean Chrysostome et les spec-  tacles’, Zeitschrift für Religions- und Geistesgeschichte 7 (1955), 35 and J.N.D. Kelly, Golden  Mouth. The Story of John Chrysostom (London, 1995), 15. See also Vogt, ‘Le th&ätre”, 275 on the  evidence of this homily and Traversari, Gli spettacoli, 46-7.It 11O YOU ATC ashamed, and blush al the cComparıson, r1se yOUr nobilıty
and flee the SCa of hell and the rıver of tıre, (1 mean) the pool ın the theatreOne, Two or Three Feasts?  15  you, leaving the fountain of blood, the awful cup, go your way to the fountain  of the devil, to see a harlot swim, and to endure shipwreck of the soul. For that  water i1s a sea of lascıviousness, not drowning bodies, but working shipwreck of  souls. And while she swims naked, you, as you behold, are plunged into the  depths of lascıviousness ...  For in the first place, through a whole night the devil takes over their souls  with the expectation of it; then having shown them the expected object, he has at  once bound*° them and made them captives ...  If now you are ashamed, and blush at the comparison, rise up to your nobility  and flee the sea of hell and the river of fire, (I mean) the pool in the theatre ...  And you, when there is a question of precedence, claim to have priority over the  whole world, since our city first crowned itself with the name of Christian; but  ın the competition of chastity, are you not ashamed to be behind the ruder  cities ?°1!  (xvin) Severus of Antioch, Homiıly 95, ed. and tr. M. Briere, PO 25 (1935), 93-4  [537-8]  But those who have gone up to Daphne in pagan fashion have had no regard for  the truth, which is so terrible (and) on account of which everything moves and  trembles. But ın the dark moments of the night they even lit lamps (AaunrdSdes)  of [wax] in the stadium (o0t4öL0v) and added incense, stealthily bringing about  their own destruction; and it was certain strangers (E£voı), take good note, who  informed me of this while trembling and crying. Do you not see the nets of the  Calumnator and his hidden traps, which on the one hand have as a pretext the  joy and pleasure at first sight (mo60xnua) and lead on the other hand to idolatry  (SetoLöaWOVvia) and the celebration of festivals in some ways criminal and harm-  ful? And are you not ashamed, when we call ourselves Christians, we who were  born on high for the purification which (comes) from the water and the Spirit  and call ourselves children of God, to run equally to the solemnities of Satan,  which we have renounced by divine baptism? For whenever you change your  clothing and afterwards go up to the spectacle, dressed in a tiny linen tunic  (xıtOv), which hides the arms but not the hands, waving about a wooden stick  50 Note that both Libanius (xvi) and John used the verb 8&@ in connection with the effect of the  festival on the audience.  51 Tr. G. Prevost in NPNF 1.10 (Oxford, 1844), 47-8 with emendations; see also Pasquato, Gli spet-  tacoli, 131 n. 237. The city referred to at the end is Antioch. John was well acquainted with such  events from his youth, on which see B.H. Vandenberghe, ‘Saint Jean Chrysostome et les spec-  tacles’, Zeitschrift für Religions- und Geistesgeschichte 7 (1955), 35 and J.N.D. Kelly, Golden  Mouth. The Story of John Chrysostom (London, 1995), 15. See also Vogt, ‘Le th&ätre”, 275 on the  evidence of this homily and Traversari, Gli spettacoli, 46-7.And VOU, when there 15 question oft precedence, cla1ım aVe priority ()VET the
whole world, S1INCe OUr CIty tirst crowned ıtself wıth the LLAaINC of Christıan; but
1ın the competition of chastıty, AL VOU NOLT ashamed be behind the ruder
cıtıes >1

XVU11) Severus of Antioch, Homauly 43, ed and ir Brıere, Z (1955) 903_4
1537-8)
But those wh aVe SONC Daphne ın ashion ave had regard tor
the truth, which 15 terrible (and ZACCOUNT of which everything and
trembles. But 1n the dark MOMENTS of the nıght they CVECH lıt lamps (AQUNAOEGT)
of WaxX 1n the stadıum (OTOOLOV) and added incense, stealthıly bringing about
theırz destruction; and 1t W as certaın Strangers EEVOL), take xo0od NOTE, wh
intormed of thıs while trembling an! cryıng. Do yOU NOT N the GES ot the
Calumnator and hıs hıdden Lraps, which the OM  a\ hand ave ASs PretexXL the
JOoYy and pleasure al first sıght (MOOOYNUO) and ead the other hand ıdolatry
(ÖELOLÖOLUWOVLCL) and the celebration of testivals in SOINC Way> erimınal and arm-
tul? And AT.€ yOU NOT ashamed, when call ourselves Christians, wh WEIC

born high tor the purıfication which COmes) trom the and the Spırıt
an call ourselves children of God, IU equally the solemnuıties of Satan,
whiıch AVe renounced by divıne baptısm ? For whenever YOU change yOUF
clothing and afterwards e the spectacle, dressed 1ın tiny lınen tunıc
YLTOV), which hıdes the arıms but NOLT the hands, wavıng about wooden stick

Note that borth Libanıus XV1 and John sed the erb ÖEM ın connection ıth the ettect of the
testival the audience.

51 Ir. Prevost ın NPNF Oxtford, AT wıth emendatıons; SG also Pasquato, Glı spet-
tacolı, 151 114 DEn The CIty reterred Aat the end 15 Antioch. John W as ell acquaınted wıth such
eEevents trom hıs youth, whıich SG Vandenberghe, ‘Saınt Jean Chrysostome eit les SPCC-
tacles’, Zeıtschrift für Religions- UN Geistesgeschichte (1 35 and J.N Kelly, Golden
Mouth The Story of John Chrysostom (London, 15 Nee Iso Vogt, 4a theätre’, Z the
evıidence of thıs homily and JIraversarı, Gl spettacolı, 46-  N
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and wıth al] yOUL skın chaved wıth E speak”“ look, 15 ıf NOLT quıite
clear that VOU ave made procession and celebrated Olympıan Zeus?

hat (XV) and XV1 relate the Maıuma 15 generally accepted. Although Malalas
PULtS the duratıon ot the testival ALl thırty days, It 15 NOT unlikely that thıs had been
reduced five days by the ftourth CENLUFY: doubt the provıded by
Commodus, ıf still avaılable, had dwindled.°® But the homily of John Chrysos-
LO 15 harder place. It clearly reters aquatıc 1ın theatre, which 1N-
volved naked ILLE and(The homıily iıtselt dates ftrom John’s time 1n Antı-
och,?* before he became patrıarch of Constantinople: 1t therefore MUST retfer

theatre A* OT CAT Antioch, poss1ibly Al Daphne.”” Severus’ homuily, datıng hıs
LEeEMLFE ot the patrıarchy of Antıoch 512-18% contirms thıs impress1on: Daphne
15 explicıtly mentioned, ASs 15 procession and nocturnal spectacle.”®

tirm lınkage between the testival mentioned by the C[W patrıarchs and the
Maıuma 15 ımpossıble. But LW: urther po1nts <hould be brought bear, whıiıch,
It 15 hoped, 11 make the connection SCGIN at least plausıble. Fırst, the evidence
ot archaeology. It AaDPCaIs that the tirst theatre 1n the Roman empıre (for which
evidence 15 avaılable) CONVerTt 1ts semiıcırcular orchestra into large reservoır
tor W as that PE Daphne; the conversıon work 15 dated the late tirst GEi=

LUr y It W as example SOOIMN tollowed by theatres elsewhere.?/ Second, the

The dislıke of the Antiochenes tor bodıly nır 15 noted by the Emperor Julıan, Mısopogon 339AÄA
. ( Preisendanz, E: )? 611 Lieu, The Emperor Julian, 4/-8; Mentzu-Meımare, ‘Der

Maı0umas’, 6 9 NOLT allow tor such varıatıon. Robert, ‘Epigraphica’, 12 15 sceptical of
Malalas’ evıdence.
The homily W as delıvered 1n 390 N a Pasquato, (3 spettacolı, AT
The ınk W as tirst made Dy Gothotredus 1ın Codex Theodosianus ( perpetus commentarı1Ss,
vol (Lyons, 358; It 15 accepted by (e &.) Jones, The Later Roman Embpire (Ox-
tord, 1399 88 Roueche, Aphrodistas, 7 9 15 INOTEC Cautilous, whıle Pasquato, en spetta-
colı, 19Z; tollowing Traversarı, (3 spettacolt, 48-9, denıes alLYy connection; Iraversarı relies EAV-
ıly Malalas tor hıs reject10n, however, and the tact that Chrysostom taıls AIillc the testival
concerned the Maıuma 15 NOT decisıve.
Severus’ mention oft stadıon INaYy reter rather the Olympiıc stadıum 1ın Daphne, rebuilt by
Diocletian, which i Downey, Hıstory of Antıoch ın 5yrıa (Princeton, 1961), 47526 and
9_-5 ( Homuily 91 1n Z )’ 25-6 1469-70], referring the celebration of the
Olympiıc (3ames A Daphne (as noted by Lım, ‘Consensus and Diıissensus Publıic spectacles
1ın early Byzantıum), Byzantinische Forschungen 24 1997- While 1t 15 poss1ible that
Homauily might Iso reter the Olympic Games, the mentıon of nocturnal EVENTS implies
otherwise.
Iraversarı, Gl spettacolı, D (cf. T such theatres elsewhere). See also Lassus, 6
sal1que de Yakto’ 1n Antıoch-on-the-Orontes I) ed Elderkin (Princeton, 1934), 9-_3 and
fig 10 (the depiction of water-tilled theatre 1n the MOSAI1C) and Wılber, “CThe theatre
Daphne’ 1n Antıoch-on-the-Orontes L ed Stillwell (Princeton, 59-61 The theatre
the MOSAI1C has een iıdentitied wıth the OLLC constructed DYy Hadrıan (reported 1n Ma 278), but
Downey, Hıstory of Antioch, 2214 consıders that 1t 15 reservoır that 15 depicted. On theatres
elsewhere capable of holdıng aquatıc dısplays, SCC Jones, The Later Roman Embpire, LOZI: Ira-
versarı, O CLt. 27253 and Segal, Theatres, 44 and 26, 7 9 Iso Frezouls, ‘Recherches histo-
r1ques el arch6ologiques SUT Ia vılle de Cyrrhus’, Annales Archeologiques Arabes Syrıennes 45



One, Iwo TIhree Feasts?

Aast decade of the tourth CENLUFY W as clearly eritical per10d tor the celebration
ot the Maıuma: suddenlyz pıeces of (contradıctory) legıslatıon ATC found, the
second of which specifically outlaws the Maıuma, whıiıle toleratıng theatrical
spectacles generally. Chrysostom’s SCTINONMN W asS delivered 1n 539008 before the LW

pleces of legislation; eıght later, 1n February 398 he W aS enthroned Aas patrı-
arch of Constantinople, where hıs tiery erTINONS earned hım substantıal £O]=
lowıng. It could be suggested theretore that 1T W as NOT merely coiıncıdence that

outrıght ban the Maıuma tollowed swiıltly hıs arrıval ın the capıta  158

(d) Conclusı:on

The popularıty of the mıme and pantomıme 1n ancıent Rome, and later ın (Con-
stantinople, has een 1ın doubt.?? partıcular Lype of mıme W as devel-
oped, AF least from the tirst CENLUFY involving body of WAalier wiıthın
whiıch s W alll the performers: Martıal records SOINC swımmers, apparently
dressed 4S Nereıds, ımıtatıng boat 1n ONEC of hıs ep1grams De Spectaculis.°” Ar-
chaeology reveals that certaın theatres WiCTE converted allow such aquatıc
dısplays be accommodated StagE, 4S AL Daphne. hat the Brytae 1n ( )ON=-
stantınople and the testival censured by John Chrysostom ınvolved such SPCC-
tacles 15 clear; but tor the Maıuma and the testival Ar Fdessa @588 OUTCECS ALE NOT

explicıt. In lıght of the scantıness of the evıdence avaılable, Call the three festivals
be identitfied

It 15 ( contention that they Call,; although OIlC point MUST be borne 1ın mınd
The Brytae 15 NOT attested anywhere S”Aa’VC Al Constantınople, while the Maıuma
15 attested princıpally l Antioch, but also Al Gerasa, Nıcaea, Aphrodisı1as and
Iyte.” The alillc of the ftestivıtlies AF Fdessa 15 NOLT VEl known. Hence OUT d 5U-
mMmMent 15 NOTLT much OTIlC of strıct identitication 45 of equivalence, 1 that

1954-5), 124 (wıth plates tor the d1scovery of channels In the theatre al Cyrrhus.
Ros, “The Roman Theater Carthage’, A/A 100 (1996) 4A1 the oft hy-

draulıc Mıttings and cisterns 1ın the theatre al Carthage and C1tes Augustine, Fnarr ın Ps 8 9 7A3
GL 37.1046) CYA$S Il habent, UE audıvımus, MAYE In theatro tor the holdıng of aquatıc dıs-
plays there 1n late antıquıty.

58 On Chrysostom’s influence i Holum, Theodosian Empresses (Berkeley, 5% 69-/70
(on hıs influence ıth the imperı1al tamıly); n WaG Liebeschuetz, Barbarıans and Bıshops
Oxford, 185-6, SCCS John’s intluence 1ın another pıece of legıslatıon directe: agalnst SPCC-
tacles 11.8.23).
See Vogt, A th  6ätre’,  z  > 3-/5, Cameron, Porphyrius the Charioteer (Oxtord, 230-1,
248; Iso Roueche, Performers and Partısans, DE  S

60 De Spectaculıs, ed and Shackleton Baıley (Cambridge, Mass., 1993 I’ no. 30 (26); SC

Iraversarı, GL spettacolı, 59 thıs
61 John the Lydıan’s reterence (®) the Maıuma al Rome 1s of doubtftul worth (see n.45 above)

whiıle Theophanes’ X11 clearly quıte dıtterent SOTT of
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aquatıc pantomıme display held ın May in Antioch (and elsewhere) W as known
45 the Maıuma, perhaps also by the SATIC aimne 1ın Edessa, and AS the Brytae in
Constantinople. Malalas, 1t 15 WLUuGC; mentilons both the Brytae an Maıuma by
AA (ın dıtterent places) wiıthout identifyıng them: he also STates that the Maı-
3 occurred three and lasted thırty days. Not al] the evidence 15
tırely consıstent, and consıder 1It lıkely that the trequency and length of the
testival varıed OMV GT tıme and trom place place. Pseudo-Joshua mentlions varı-
ously OILC, three and days, whıiıle Libanıius otffers f1gure of five (: HIO

For each of the three festivals, certaın aM OUNLT of eviıdence 15 avaılable; f 15 the
interlocking character ot thıs evidence that &1 VES weıght the for
equıvalence. It May be usetul summarıse thıs evidence schematıcally iın tabular
torm, before setting torth the arguments 1ın HU:E detaıil:

Brytae Edessa teast Maıuma
Month May May
Locatıon Theatre Theatre Theatre
Dancers Yes Yes Yes?
Water Yes Yes? Yes
Nocturnal Yes Yes
11 hts
Viewed 45 Yes Yes
I1ıcenti0us
DDate of ban 5072 (Repeatedly)

1ve arguments INaYy be marshalled 1n tavour of the COI‘I‘CSPOI'IdCI'ICC of the three
testivals.

(1) Durıng the reign of Anastasıus, both the Brytae an the Fdessa testival WECIC

celebrated tor the last t1me 1n 501

The Brytae could Just ave een local designation ot the Maıuma. Hence John might ave 1N-
terred ItSs (IGCCHTTIGIIEP 1n Rome/Ostıa trom ItS celebratıon ın Constantinople. Pseudo-Joshua’s
evıdence, above b)7 Libanıus XVI1I tor hıs figure. There 15 1LCasSON why Malalas cshould ave
een of equivalence between the Maıuma and the Brytae, especıially it he W as usıng
local SUONLLLMGE (as W as suggested by Robert: SS N above); SC Iso Jeffreys, Croke and
Scott, eds., Studies ın Malalas (Sydney, 1990),

63 Severus’ homily, datıng trom 512/18, IMaYy indicate eıther that the Maıuma continued be cel-
brated ın spıte ot the emperor’'s rONOUNCCEMENL (as had happened under Theodosius 11) that
the patrıarch W 4A5 referring testival which had een held untiıl only VE recently; the tormer
alternatıve 15 the INOTEC probable.
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(11) Both the Maıuma and the est1ival AL Edessa took place 1ın May. Pseudo-
Joshua expressly places the celebrations iın the month of Iyar, 1.€ May, whiıle
both John the Lydıan and Malalas that the Maıuma took place 1n the SAdiIlle

month. According the Acts of Sharbel, the tradıtional ocal (Mesopotamıan)
spring testival 1n Edessa, 1ın honour of Nebo an Bel, occurred ın Aprıl

(Nısan). The coiıncıdence of the Maıuma an the FEdessan estival desceribed by
Pseudo-Joshua 15 theretore hıghly lıkely be significant.®”
111) The Maıuma and the Edessa testival WEeIcCcC clearly lI1ıcentious. The eriıticısms ot
both Pseudo-Joshua and Jacob of erug aVve been noted concerning the Edes-
SCLIE testival, while the Codex Theodosianus explicıtly testities the ewd be-
havıour assocı1ated wıth the Maıuma: the testımonYy of the LW: patrıarchs (xv11-
XV111) INa Y be taken 4S urther corroboratıon.65

(1v) The festivıties of al] three had vVeLY sımılar ingredients. mong these WEeETC

candles, and dancıng; and Al least SOINC of the EVENTS took place by nıght.
Malalas (1) clearly mentlions nocturnal displays and candles, 4S do Pseudo-
Joshua [1] and 210 and Severus of Antioch (xvin)°® whıiıle dancıng 15 present 1n
Pseudo-Joshua (1 and John of Antıioch (II) Water 15 mentioned ın Marcellinus
OTMMLES, Joshua (the candles AL placed along the rıver), John the Lydıian 1X-X an
John Chrysostom (xvı) All three events took place, tor SOINC of the testivıties al

least, 1ın the theatre. Individually, the coiıncıdence of each of these elements 15 NOT

strong tor ıdentifyıng the festivals: but theır cumulatıve weıght 15
INOTEC significant.®”
(V) The tenth-century author of the Suda thought fit a4SSOC1ate John the Lydıi-
al S reference the Maıuma (x) wıth reference the abolition oft the Brytae
by Anastasıus ([V] above). The reasonıng oft the AHNOMNYINOUS author 15 unknown,
of COUISC, and IA Y ave been based insecure eviıdence; 1T oes NOT inspıre
confidence that he also appends notıice concerning testival involving the kıll-
ıng ot dogs 1n remembrance of the which saved the Capıtol trom the Gauls.

Pseudo-Joshua: SCC (b) above. Ma (1) and Joh Lyd (x) above, wıth 45 Cureton, Ancıent
Syrıac Documents (London, 1864, LCDL. Amsterdam, 41 IT W as the testival the
eighth otf Nısan The akıtyu testival W d4s celebrated 1ın Babylon trom the second the tweltth
otf Nısan. The signıfıcance of Iyar agalnst Nısan 1S noted Dy Luther, Die syrische Chronik des
Josua Stylites (Berlin, 152 n. 2072

65 See Nn A above the Edessene testival of Pseudo-Joshua (esp. 2)) and the evidence of Jacob
(who 15 INOTC concerned wıth pantomımes generally, however); (1V) above tor the Codex Theo-
dosianus. The Constantinopolıtan Brytae certaınly attracted large, rowdy, crowds, which IMay
be regarded ındırect evıidence tor rıbald display.

66 See n 23 above tor the sımılarıty of the sed
6/ TIraversarı, Gspettacoli, 48, AdISUCS agalnst assoclatıng John Chrysostom’s testival wıth the Maı-

UuIMNnaga, the grounds that the events he 1$ crıtic1sıng do NOLT take place at nıght; Severus (xvı11)
however, clearly reters nocturnal CVENTS, and 1ıt 15 NOL clear ın anı y (D that the Maıuma (Or
Pseudo-Joshua’s testival) W ds celebrated exclusıvely by nıght.
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Yet hıs ıdentification of the LW testivals MUST be taken nto consıder-
atıon; and those wıshıng dissociate them MUST explain why the Suda chooses

them together.°®
To conclude. H 15 the V1eW of the Present authors that lıvely testival, ınvolvıng
lascıyıous aquatıc displays, remaıned popular 1ın number of cıtıes of the CASEGIN

empıre 1ın late antıquity. The Antıochene Maıuma W 4S banned, perhaps by Jul-
1an, then permuıitted agaln, and then torbidden ONCE HOTE by Arcadıus and
Honorius.  69 In the reign of Theodosius 14 1t W as being held agaın AT Antioch, and
probably still under Anastasıus, whıle something VCEY sımılar W as being cel-
ebrated al Edessa and Constantinople 1ın the late tifth CENLUFY, the disgust of
Censor10us Christians and Pagans alike ”9 The orıgınal PULDOSC of the testival
maıns shrouded ın MYySLETY, but the sual assumptıion that 1t W as tertilıty fest1-
val oft Syrıan orıgın remaıns quiıte likely.“” Whether OT NOLT 1t W GVT closely
connected Dionysus and Aphrodıte, ASs Malalas’ testimonYy would SUgSECST,
15 uncertaın; LOO 15 Its possıble relatıonshıp the spring testival al Mabbug
(Hiıerapolıs) 1n honour ot the Syrıan voddess descrihbed by Lucıan 1ın the SCC-
ONn century.“ The Christians who locked the festivities 1ın the reıgn of

68 The reterence the slayıng of dogs contaıns sımılar inftormation John Lydus, de Mensiıbus
(p 152),; but unlike the reference the Maıuma) 1ın quıte ditferent Drexler, ın

Ausführliches Lexikon der griechtischen un römischen Mythologie, ed Roscher (Leipzıg,
-7) { /-S, 1S, however, dismissıve of the connection made by the Suda: LOO aATrC Bury,
Hıstory of the Later Roman Embpire L 45 / and Luther, Dıie syrısche Chronik, 157 n 203

69 Lieu, The Emperor Julıan, 48, tor the suggestion that It W as Julıan wh: banned the Maıuma (in-
ferring trom XV1 above wıth Libanius, Or Rey-Coquaıis, Inscriptions20  Greatrex/Watt  Yet his apparent identification of the two festivals must be taken into consider-  ation; and those wishing to dissociate them must explain why the Suda chooses  to treat them together.®®  To conclude. It is the view of the present authors that a lively festival, involving  lascivious aquatic displays, remained popular in a number of cities of the eastern  empire in late antiquity. The Antiochene Maiuma was banned, perhaps by Jul-  ian, then permitted again, and then forbidden once more by Arcadius and  Honorius.°° In the reign of Theodosius II it was being held again at Antioch, and  probably still under Anastasius, while something very similar was being cel-  ebrated at Edessa and Constantinople in the late fifth century, to the disgust of  censorious Christians and pagans alike.”° The original purpose of the festival re-  mains shrouded in mystery, but the usual assumption that it was a fertility festi-  val of Syrian origin remains quite likely.”* Whether or not it was ever closely  connected to Dionysus and Aphrodite, as Malalas’ testimony would suggest,  1s uncertain; so too is its possible relationship to the spring festival at Mabbug  (Hierapolis) in honour of the Syrian goddess described by Lucian in the sec-  ond century.”” The Christians who flocked to the festivities in the reign of  68 The reference to the slaying of dogs contains similar information to John Lydus, de Mensibus  1V.114 (p. 152), but (unlike the reference to the Maiuma) in quite different terms. Drexler, in  Ausführliches Lexikon der griechischen und römischen Mythologie, ed. W.H. Roscher (Leipzig,  1890-7) IT, 2287-8, is, however, dismissive of the connection made by the Suda; so too are Bury,  History of the Later Roman Empire 1, 437 n.5 and Luther, Die syrische Chronik, 152 n.203.  69  Lieu, The Emperor Julian, 48, for the suggestion that it was Julian who banned the Maiuma (in-  ferring from [xvi] above with Libanius, Or. 50.16). Rey-Coquais, Inscriptions grecques ... de  Tyr, 87, followed by Mentzu-Meimare, ‘“Der Maioumas’”, 64, believes that it was Constantine  who first banned the Maiuma, which was then reallowed by Julian, forbidden by Theodosius I,  permitted once again by Arcadius and Honorius in 396, then finally disallowed three years later;  Lieu’s interpretation seems preferable. By the 440s (vi) the festival was clearly legal again, and  the fact that the Codex Justinianus (X1.46.1) only repeats the milder law of Arcadius and Hono-  rius implies that their edict of 399 did not long remain enforced.  70  Zosimus, Noxvelle Histoire, ed. and tr. F. Paschoud, vol.1 (Paris, 1977) 1.6.1 with Cameron, “The  date’, 108-9, on these criticisms. The Olympic games also continued to be celebrated in Antioch  until 520, as is clear from Mal. 417, cf. Downey, History of Antioch, 518. On their abolition see  now Lim, ‘Public Spectacles’, 166-75.  74  So F. Trombley, Hellenic Religion and Christianization c. 370-529, 1 (Leiden, 1993), 73. Note in  this connection the opening words of Jos. Styl. $27, above (1). Robert, “Epigraphica s10/n:5,  long ago rejected the connection sometimes made between the name Maiuma and the port of  Gaza of the same name; see also Mentzu-Meimare, ‘Der Maioumas’, 61-2, on the port.  72  So G. Goossens, Hierapolis de Syrie (Louvain, 1943), 70-1. This festival was held at the begin-  ning of spring (De Dea Syria, ed. M.D. Macleod [Oxford, 1980], 49), was accompanied by mu-  sic and song (:b:d. 50), as well as fire and lamps (Aayndda xah£ovor, ibid. 49), and had an ov-  ertly sexual element (zb:id. 51). Lucian also reports that water played an important part in the fes-  tivals of Hierapolis (zbzd. 45-8). Pseudo-Joshua notes that the bishop of Hierapolis/Mabbug was  in Edessa during the festival there in May 498 (above (2), Jos. Styl. $30). This observation was  probably occasioned by the reputation of Xenaias (Philoxenus), but perhaps it is not too fancifulde
LIyr, 8 ‚ tollowed by Mentzu-Meımare, ‘Der Maı0umas’, 6 9 believes that 1t W 4S Constantıne
who tirst banned the Maıuma, which W as then reallowed by Julıan, torbidden by Theodosius I‚
permitted 1G agaın by Arcadıus and Honorı1ius 1ın 396, then tınally disallowed three later;
Lieu’s interpretation preferable. By the 440s (V1) the estival W as clearly legal agaln, and
the tact that the Codex Justinianus only FrCDCALS the milder law of Arcadıius aN! Hono-
r1us ımplies that theır ediet ot 399 di: NOL long remaın entorced.
Zosimus, Nouvelle Hıstoire, ed and Paschoud, vol.1 (Parıs, L.6.1 wıth Cameron, he
date’, 108-9, these er1ıtic1sms. The Olympic also continued be celebrated ıIn Antıoch
untiı|! 520, 4A5 1S clear trom Ma 417, ct. Downey, Hıstory of Antıoch, 54 On theiır abolition see
110 Lım, ‘Publıc Spectacles’,.

i So Trombley, Hellenic Religion and Christianization 370-529, (Leiden, Note ıIn
thıs connection the openıng words of Jos Styl 827> above (1) Robert, 'Epigraphica’, N:B,
long AO rejected the connection sometımes made between the aIiIne Maıuma and the POrt ot
(s3aza of the Samine NAaMC; N& Iso Mentzu-Meıimare, ‘Der Maı0umas’, 61-2, the pOrt

F} So (G00ssens, Hıerapolıs de Syrıe (Louvaın, /Dr hıs testival W as held the begin-
nıng ot spring (De Dea Syrıa, ed Macleod |Oxtord, 49), W as accompanıed by
S1IC and SONS (ibid. 505 4S e]] tire and lamps (AQUNÄÖO XOAÄEOUVOL, bid. 49), and has
ertly sexua| element (ıbid. 543 Lucıan Iso repOrLSs that played important part In the fes-
t1vals of Hiıerapolıs (i:bid. 45-8) Pseudo-Joshua that the bıshop of Hierapolıs/Mabbug W ds
1n Edessa during the testival there 1n May 498 (above 23 Jos Styl $ 30) hıs observatiıon W as

probably Occasıoned Dy the reputatıon of enal1as (Philoxenus), but perhaps 1t 15 NOL LOO tancıful
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Anastasıus WTG probably correctly represented by Jacob of Serug when he
made them Sa v ın ‘purıtan' er1ıt1cs of the spectacles of the theatre: ‘Ar
15 Saln (1.e spectacle), NOLT paganısm.One, Two or Three Feasts?  24  Anastasius were probably correctly represented by Jacob of Serug when he  made them say in response to ‘puritan’ critics of the spectacles of the theatre: ‘It  is a game (i.e. a spectacle), not paganism. ... The dancing of that place (sc. the  theatre) gladdens me, and, while I confess God, I also take pleasure in the play,  while I do not thereby bring truth to nought. I am a baptised (Christian) even as  578  thou, and I confess one Lord ...  As a result of the heavy bloodshed that accompanied the Brytae in the capital  in 501, Anastasius abolished the festival. Or, more exactly, he expelled the dan-  cers of the factions from the cities, effectively removing the main attraction from  the festival (and from any other such event). This was not the end of the story,  however: shortly after his accession, Justin I responded positively to the clam-  ouring of the factions for the return of their dancers. For some years therefore,  presumably both in Constantinople and elsewhere, the festival will have re-  turned, to be outlawed once again by Justin in 525.7* Since, as has been noted,  the Codex Justinianus repeats the law of Arcadius and Honorius permitting the  celebration of the Maiuma, and the Gerasa inscription (xi) attests its celebration  in 535, it appears that it enjoyed a revival for some years under Justinian./” Yet  late in Justinian’s reign the probable venue of the Brytae, the Great theatre, be-  came a place of punishment, where pagan books and statues were burnt — per-  haps a significant repudiation of the previous functions of the building.”®  to suggest that he might have intended thereby to point in a veiled way to Hierapolis, the ancient  cult centre of the Syrian goddess, as the source of this ‘wicked pagan festival’ at Edessa.  73  Homily 5, tr. Moss, ‘Jacob of Serugh’s homilies’, 108-9, cf. Severus, Fomily 95, O25 (1935),  (xviii) above. While any residual unconverted pagans doubtless participated in the festivities (on  whom see Trombley, Hellenic Religion, II, 55), the criticisms of Jacob, Pseudo-Joshua and  Severus are clearly directed towards Christians: see Cramer, ‘Irrtum und Lüge’, 105-6 and  Roueche€, Aphrodiszas, 72.  74  Vasiliev, /ustin I, 110-12, for the return of the dancers (in 520) from Mal. De znsidis frg.43 (tr. in  Jeffreys-Scott, 232). Cameron, Porphyrius, 232 on the expulsion of the dancers again in 525  (Mal. 417.1); see also G. Greatrex, “The Nika riot: a reappraisal’, JHS 117 (1997), 66-7 and Roue-  ch6€, Performers and Partisans, 29-30.  75  C.J. X1.46.1, (iv) above. The first edition of the Codex was published in 529, the second (the text  that has come down to us) in 534: see Jones, The Later Roman Empire, 477. As Lim, ‘Public  spectacles’, 173-4, notes, Justinian was prepared to break with Anastasius’ restrictions in the  pursuit of popularity; see also zbzd. 163.  76  Malalas 491 and see Janin, Constantinople byzantine, 192-3 (for the identification of the kyne-  gion there referred to by Mal. with the Great theatre, but see above n. 9). It continued to be used  as a place of execution. See A. Cameron, ‘Elites and Icons in Byzantium”, Past and Present 84  (1979), repr. in Continuity and Change in Sixth-century Byzantium (London, 1981), XVII,  esp.7-9, on the changes in attitude taking place during the later years of Justinian’s reign.The dancıng of that place SE the
theatre) yladdens 1981 and, whıle contess God, also take pleasure 1n the play,
while do NOT thereby bring truth nought. baptised (Christian) EVCMN 4S

,  Nthou, and contess OMNEC LordOne, Two or Three Feasts?  24  Anastasius were probably correctly represented by Jacob of Serug when he  made them say in response to ‘puritan’ critics of the spectacles of the theatre: ‘It  is a game (i.e. a spectacle), not paganism. ... The dancing of that place (sc. the  theatre) gladdens me, and, while I confess God, I also take pleasure in the play,  while I do not thereby bring truth to nought. I am a baptised (Christian) even as  578  thou, and I confess one Lord ...  As a result of the heavy bloodshed that accompanied the Brytae in the capital  in 501, Anastasius abolished the festival. Or, more exactly, he expelled the dan-  cers of the factions from the cities, effectively removing the main attraction from  the festival (and from any other such event). This was not the end of the story,  however: shortly after his accession, Justin I responded positively to the clam-  ouring of the factions for the return of their dancers. For some years therefore,  presumably both in Constantinople and elsewhere, the festival will have re-  turned, to be outlawed once again by Justin in 525.7* Since, as has been noted,  the Codex Justinianus repeats the law of Arcadius and Honorius permitting the  celebration of the Maiuma, and the Gerasa inscription (xi) attests its celebration  in 535, it appears that it enjoyed a revival for some years under Justinian./” Yet  late in Justinian’s reign the probable venue of the Brytae, the Great theatre, be-  came a place of punishment, where pagan books and statues were burnt — per-  haps a significant repudiation of the previous functions of the building.”®  to suggest that he might have intended thereby to point in a veiled way to Hierapolis, the ancient  cult centre of the Syrian goddess, as the source of this ‘wicked pagan festival’ at Edessa.  73  Homily 5, tr. Moss, ‘Jacob of Serugh’s homilies’, 108-9, cf. Severus, Fomily 95, O25 (1935),  (xviii) above. While any residual unconverted pagans doubtless participated in the festivities (on  whom see Trombley, Hellenic Religion, II, 55), the criticisms of Jacob, Pseudo-Joshua and  Severus are clearly directed towards Christians: see Cramer, ‘Irrtum und Lüge’, 105-6 and  Roueche€, Aphrodiszas, 72.  74  Vasiliev, /ustin I, 110-12, for the return of the dancers (in 520) from Mal. De znsidis frg.43 (tr. in  Jeffreys-Scott, 232). Cameron, Porphyrius, 232 on the expulsion of the dancers again in 525  (Mal. 417.1); see also G. Greatrex, “The Nika riot: a reappraisal’, JHS 117 (1997), 66-7 and Roue-  ch6€, Performers and Partisans, 29-30.  75  C.J. X1.46.1, (iv) above. The first edition of the Codex was published in 529, the second (the text  that has come down to us) in 534: see Jones, The Later Roman Empire, 477. As Lim, ‘Public  spectacles’, 173-4, notes, Justinian was prepared to break with Anastasius’ restrictions in the  pursuit of popularity; see also zbzd. 163.  76  Malalas 491 and see Janin, Constantinople byzantine, 192-3 (for the identification of the kyne-  gion there referred to by Mal. with the Great theatre, but see above n. 9). It continued to be used  as a place of execution. See A. Cameron, ‘Elites and Icons in Byzantium”, Past and Present 84  (1979), repr. in Continuity and Change in Sixth-century Byzantium (London, 1981), XVII,  esp.7-9, on the changes in attitude taking place during the later years of Justinian’s reign.As result of the heavy bloodshed that accompanıed the Brytae 1in the capıtal
1in SÖ Anastasıus abolished the test1ival. Or LLOTIC exactly; he expelled the dan-
GE of the tactıons from the cıtıes, effectively removıng the maın attractıiıon ftrom
the testival (and from AILY other such event). hıs W as NOT the en! of the SLOFY,
however: shortly atter hıs aCCess10n, Justin responded posıtıvely the clam-
ourıng of the tactıons tor the Feturn of theır dancers. For SOINC therefore,
presumably both 1n Constantinople and elsewhere, the testival ll aVvVe -
turned, be outlawed OcE agaın by Justin 1ın 525 Sınce, as has been noted,
the Codex Justinianus repPCAaLSs the law of Arcadıus and Honorı1ius permitting the
celebration of the Maıuma, and the (serasa inscr1ıption (x1) ALKGSES Its celebration
ın 535 1t AapPCars that it enjoyed revıval for SOTIILLC under /5  Justinian. Yet
ate 1in Justinian’s reign the probable of the Brytae, the (Great theatre, be-
C4 1NG place of punıshment, where books and LALEHESs WG burnt pCL-
haps significant repudıatıon of the previous functions of the building.”®

Suggest that he might have intended thereby pomint ın veıled WaYy Hierapolıs, the ancıent
cult Centire of the Syrıan voddess, 4A5 the SOUICC of thıs ‘wicked testival’ Edessa.

73 Homuily D Lr Moss, Jacob of Serugh’s homilıes’, 108-9, ct. Severus, Homily 9 9 25
XV111) above. Whıile AaIlLYV residual unconverted Pagallıs doubtless particıpated ın the testivıtıes (on
whom Na TIrombley, Hellenic Relıgıon, EL 55); the er1ıt1c1sms of Jacob, Pseudo-Joshua and
Severus ANM S clearly directed towards Christıians: . C Cramer, ‘ Irrtum un! Lüge’, 105-6 and
Roueche, Aphrodis1as,
Vasıliev, /ustin [! O-12, tor the return ot the dancers (ın 520) trom Mal De InNSLdLLS irg 43 (tr. 1n
Jeffreys-Scott, 232} Cameron, Porphyrius, AT the expulsıon of the dancers agaın 1n 525

(Mal 417.1); SC also Greatrex, he Nıka rot: reappraisal”, / HS 117)‚ 66-/ and RKRoue-
ch6, Performers an Partısans, 20 3C)

/ CR (1v) above. 'The tirst edition ot the Codex W as published ın 529 the second (the HET

that has COINC OWn us) ın 534 S Jones, The Later Roman Embire, AL As Lın ‘Public
spectacles’, 175-4, nO  ' Justinian W as prepared break wıth Anastasıus’ restrict10ns 1n the
pursult of popularıty; GE Iso bid. 163
Ma  P  alas 491 and SCC Janın, Constantinople byzantıne, 19223 for the iıdentiticatıon of the kyne-
2102 there reierre! by Ma wıth the Great theatre, but SC above It continued be sed

place of executıion. See Cameron, ‘Elites and Icons ın Byzantıum, 'ast an Present
(1979); LCDL. In Continuıty and Change In Sıixth-century Byzantıum (London,
CSpP /-9, the changes ın attıtude takıng place durıng the later of Justinian’s re1gn.


