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The Church of Oskı

ATCHLECONICS an Ornaments*
(part

Architecture

The Georgıian MONASTEFY of O%gki! 1ın Tao-Klardjeti, 110 ın oriental Turkey, 15
sıtuated hıll hıgh the eft bank of the Tortum rıver, lıttle before 1ts
aters tlow 1into the Tortum ake Access the church 15 CaS Y along the modern
road comıng ftrom the south: takıng thıs road, 1t 15 NECCCSSaL Y tfurn the eft
and, after the Tortum rıver tlows into the ake Tortum, continue along the
rıver 1ın the opposıte direction Its CUFTCHL; the church 15 1bout another 61X kılo-
ITMeEeires from there.

The church (fig. stands artıficıal LOr LACE,; which has the
slope of the erraın descending from eEASst west The church actually dominates
the sıte of the modern vıllage, whıich stretches NT: the slope watered by the
OSkı Strecam, trıbutary of the Rıver Tortum. 'The houses, which WG built
the erraın of the ancıent MONASLTEY, ave iınvaded the around the church,

that the PasSsSapc 1t 15 blocked the northwest. Everything around 15 luxur-
LOously S  5 while 1n the distance the EASsT and north, the immense mounta1ıns,
orooved horızontally by the trozen lava, r1se and theır hıgh SCArPMENTIS and
CreSts recall the of tortress. hıs earthy-toned background makes the
church stand OUuUtTt wıth Its ashlars 1L11Ua1llcCcecs 1ın yellowısh-pink.

The church of Skı Call be assoc1ated wıth the erucıtorm architectural LypC

Der Gerda Henkel Stittung danke ich herzlich fur die Gewährung eiınes Stipendiums tür eın For-
schungsprojekt über die georgischen Kırchen 1ın IShanı, un Oskı, dem diese Studie gehört.
Ich edanke mich herzlich be1 den Herren Kollegen Frank Teichmann, ';olf Tochtermann un
Bruno Baumgartner tür die Photoghraphiıen VO Oskı

Arkheologiteskaja ekspedictja 1917-goda JuZnye Dprovıncıı Gruzu, Tbhiılıssı 52 45-6/, t1g. 20-
OB pl.39-78; Beridze, Monuments de Tao-Klardzeti ans |”’histoire de V’architecture ZEOrZI-
CNNC, Tbilıissı, 1981, 7 9 /8, 164-165, pl 52-58, 10421 1 ‚ MepisaSwili an Zinzadse, Georg-
ıen Kirchen UuNn Wehrbauten, Leipz1ig 198/, 261-262, 395-400; Djobadze, Early Medieval
Georgian Monasterıes In Hıiıstorıc Tao-Klardjeti an Sav$etiı, Stuttgart O9 tıg.27-35,
pl. 119-174; Hellıer, “ Iurkey’s Forgotten Georgian Churches”, Architectural Revıiew Kr
(Aprıl /4-80, fig 107176

OrChr (2002)
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Plan atter TakaıSvıl

crowned wıth Oome fıg More precisely, 1CS e2StTern part repPrESCNELS treto1]
the three conchs ATC preceded by three large arches which OPCIH ONLO the central
SYUarc trom the EASsT south and north whıiıle the tourth arch the W EeSst outlınes
the elongated N oft the church (ıg the conchs A1IC lanked both sıdes
by secondary PICCCS, z STLOFCYS height provıded wiıth absıdioles and VCLY
small nıches hollowed NLO theır walls The conchs ATC of the Lype wıde-
spread 111 TIranscaucasıa they ATC hıdden behind the orthogonal walls of the ta-
ades wıth A pediment ISSU119 trom the yable rooft (fig The conchs spill ()VOR

theır ANMNCXCS, and A1l1C jJoıned wıth the arches under the cupola be SEeT agaınst
the thrusts COI from above The aV the WEeSst 15 covered wıth A barrel
ault OM Iransve rıbs and 1L 15 slıghtly pomted accordance wıth the tour

arches elevated (3VOr the centra|l SQUUaICc It abuts also A tacade wiıth pediment
because f 1TS yabled rooft (fig

North ot the AV A buildıng butts OUuUtTL along ICS length but does NOT [1-

IMNUNICATE wıth 1L small OO1 15 pierced only 111 the WEeSsTt CXLFrCMICY of the COTI11-

all However, gyallery OIl the second OOr of thıs north body
the LLAaVC through high arch headed wındows (fig But 1L communıcated tor-
merly wiıth the gyallery siıtuated along the westiern all hıs vallery, 110 demol-
iıshed W 4s unlıke the tormer wıthout AILY It rested three barrei
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West NAaVC, north gallery

vaults, the tront of which tormed arcade the S4ST On the other hand, the
north gallery communıcated wıth the estern second-storey of the north
conch, whıiıle 1tSs EASTEFH W as related the pastophore OVeTr the prothesıs;
the SA”AdlillE W AS the south sıde; the pastophore OVEGT the diaconıcon W as 1n CORHN=-

nection wıth the ECAStETN of the south conch. Very LLAaTTOW openıngs CHSUTE

the PAaSsSdsicl trom OIlC chamber another. Fach ONEC has wındow openıng the
adjacent conch, but the pastophore orıented the CAST aVe (OQITE INOIC, bılobed,

the W est Opposıte thıs wındow of the north pastophore, there 15 another (JYH4E

piıerced 1n the EC21StTeErn ll of the north vallery. One the dıifficulties the
CO  OÖr has 1n ensurıng communıcatıon between the SPaCC>S 1n
the trefoil of the buildıng an theır ıllumiınatıion.

The AdCCCSS5 the subsıdiary chambers the oround Hoor 15 possıble through
tour SUUaIC A These AIC ot small dimens1ions but LW SLOFCYS 1ın
height and AIC covered wıth domuical 0)8 S”AdUCcCcCTI vaults. Iwo of theır sıdes, PCIDECIL-
dicular each other, AavVe GCOLLHLHOOHN walls wıth the Z subsıdiary chambers, be-
longing the neighbouring conchs. More precisely, the north-west SYUUaIc
LOOM has 1ts second sıde 1n common wıth the e4StTern al of the vallery the
north, but the south-west OIlC has 1ts second sıde iın COILLTNOTN wıth the c<hort G4ST
1l of the NAaVEC The LW other sıdes of the four SUUaLC OOINS, also perpendicu-
lar each other, Join the tree standıng pıllars. Arched open1ıngs, VYCLY 1L1al-
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rO an LWO-SLOFCYS hıgh pıerce these three sıdes. The ILLASOLLTE V upwards trom
the openıngs reaches the pıllar and thus the SYUUaIC LOOIN 15 closed al] sıdes.
Actually, there 15 obtained VverYy hıgh element, SQUALC 1ın plan, which the pıllar
15 adjoined. The constructiıve element, composed, ACTS 45 SuppOrt which 15
insıde, NOLT $illed wıth IMASONT Y, an It Cal be qualified 4S hollow SUuppOTFT. Seen
ftrom below 1t resembles hıgh chıimney closed al the LOp The free-standıng
massıve pillar 15 thus iıncluded 1n supporting SYySLEM, the aln of which 15
lıghten the construction trom the heavy oad of the INASONT Y. Finally, the
pıllar ıtselt 15 less charged, being integral part of the compound body, which
res1ists much better the comıng trom the higher part of the buildıng.
hıs body transmıts part of the charge INOTEC easıly the adjacent constructive
elements (fıg. 5)

The ADNMNEXCS eıther sıde of the conchs WFE also shore them
and thus contribute the equıilıbrıum in the tretfo1l part of the buildıng. They
WEeIC added 4S HAa of precautıon as the buıilder had thorough NOW-
ledge of the repartıtiıon of the loads comıng ftrom the high of the edıfice, An

ell A4AS of the capacıty of those constructive elements charged contrabalance
them. Apparently the equılıbrıum W as calculated the basıs of reinforcıng the
resistance of the maın constıtuents of the editice by the MMOST possıible elements.
For thıs PUrpDOSC neutralıze the ftorces of thrust an tens10n, produced by the
burden of the INASONT Y, the number of the subsıdiary pıeces increased, INAELILeGTr

what W as theır real contrıbution the resisting PTOCCSSCS 1ın the edıifice. hıs
Casıuııc of securıty W as detriment* the clarıty of the plan and the free func-
tional relatıons between the SPaCCS insıde the church. AIl thıs chows that the bu-
ılders of Skı had NOL been accustomed such LYypPC of construction an! 1t W 4S

MmMAattier of supporting SYyStem 1n experimental phase (fig. 7
One of the MOST spectacular of the OSkı church 15 the south vallery

(fig. which leans the al of the Wwest SS5-anlıl; while the south 1t 15 lım-
ıted by four columns of small height (2;:70 m) and assıve proportions, but of
dıtterent and unusual decoration, especlally the LW W e  ST ONCS.

The last OIlC wıth octagonal secti1on 15 phenomenon, AL and unknown 1n
Georgıian architecture. They all torm arcade OPDCI the south wıth iıntercol-
umnNnars over-passed by sem1-cırcular arches. The columns afc connected wıth
transversal arches the pılasters the wall, Al thus the vallery 15 divided 1Into
tour OMpartımentTs, each OIC provıded wiıth nıche inbuuilt in the wall, EXCEDL
that OC tor the ENICY 1Into the church. Wırch 1ts ADSC at the eastern extremi1ty
the vallery remınds OIlC of chapel. Its tour mMpartments ATT vaulted wıth SA

GE surprisıng wıth theır decoratıiıon which <hall retfer later (fig 9)
However, thıs spectacular arcade Oe€es NOT OPCIH directly the exter10r, being

Beridze, Monuments de Tao-Klardzeti,
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hıdden behind second 1O of>each OTMNEC SUUarc 1n section wıth angles
1n LGG and thus wiıth dosserets each sıde The pıllar, instead of capıtal, has

1Mpost, tollowed underneath by the lobes The lobes, twıce large, eature
the base, (QVGT: ItSs pPart sımılar the 1mMpost, but inverse and Seit 1above SYUUarc
block The pıers dIC connected wiıth sem1-cırcular arches, which A surmounted
by small frontons that each bay has Ifs yable facade. Actually the
COIMNIMMNON roof 15 sharply vabled, and ItSs angles poıinted upward and OWN-
ward torm the tour trontons. On the facade the cornıces 1n LGGESS TeLTAGE the
rıdged root Thanks the second ser1es of long LLALTOW W as
created also wıth ADSC at the EAST end, 1ts tour bays covered wıth barrel vaults.

(Ine ot the pıllars of the vallery had collapsed, HAT than hundred
AgO Apparently, there WEIC pomnts that WT NOLT solıd enough in the —
t10n2. The added later AT the southwest COTINCI, which closed the ovallery
the WEest and blocked LW intercolumnars, acted 245 buttress there. But It has
connection wıth the maın AVC and wıth the ne1ghbouring narthex, 110 demol-
iıshed, which has ‚eE%ß  ; al along the westiern tacade, including the north The
narthex, accordıing the remaıns of the INAaSONT Y, W as erected before thıs
southwest body, but Al AILY rate, It W as added later. The orıgınal W Eest facade W as

totally OPCNH outwards and OTMILC CAT imagıne there solemn that the
Lraces of the 41] corroborate.

The church has LW other CNLFaANCES, OE the north yable tacade, 1ın the AX1S
of the conch whıle ItSs COUNLeErpart the south 1S the MOST richly decorated OOTFr-
WAaY, sheltered by SUMPLUOUS porch (fıg. Once the worshipper entered from
south, the CVC caught the culmiınate3 the cupola surprıisıng wıth ItSs height.
The effect of the vertically orıented central W due NOT only the oradu-
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South-western pıer, nıche, reliefsNorth-western pıer, AaSsSeEe
of Bagrat and Davıd

atıon 1n height of the conchs, pendentıives and drum, preceding the dome, but
also Its tour which ArTesi the CYVCS wıth theır large proportions and
surprısıng hıgh bases.

Thezpıllars the egst AT twelve-sıided, whiıle those the WEeSst SUK S SYUUarc
taced wıth pılasters ll sıdes (fıg. 10, i The pılasters rısıng the reSPECL-
1Ve northern and southern sıde and estern OIlLC of the WEEeSst pıllars, torm the
jJambs of the LWO-SLOFLFEY hıgh openıngs the a1above-mentioned SQUarC OOINS,
sıtuated AT the W est COTLIECTS of the central SYUUaTC, It 15 the SAadille wıth the eAast pıl-
lars They al o1Vve rıse the arches headıng these openıngs. The other #StHDS of
the pıllars S the springers of the arches, whıiıch, AT theıir LOPS, Jo1in the
pendentives dr the base of the TUum. These pıllars ATC crowned by cornıce,
1mpost, instead otf capıtal 2AN! thıs cCONnsIısts of large flat mouldiıng at the LOP,
tollowed by scotla, but underneath there 15 shorter ONC, which 15 separated by

CAVertt® trom the lobes that ATIC tinıshing oft the decor. Such cornıce 1 U11S

round the 4SsSe of the TUM outsıde.
The SAa’diIlle 15 the impost the pılasters, from which spring the transversal

arches carryıng the barrel vault ın the west s5-32 More ımportant 15 the tact
that the pılasters supporting these arches ATC constructed the SAdiIllE princıple
ASs the pıllars: thus they represent haltf pıllar 1ın sect1on. 'The pılasters projJect OUtL
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of LW paırs of str1ps: the, fiırst, which lean dırectly the wall, A level
lower than the other Str1ps, and thus 4S springers the blind arches which
SPan the bays along the all (f1g. 6). The second paır of str1ps elevates the
a1above-mentioned 1mpost, the corbel, from which onwards the transversal arches
SPall the bays ot the vault OVCT the WEeSst sS5-2 These arches 1ın corbel aVe

transter part oft the of the barrel vault the strıped pılasters. At the
SATINIC tıme, they and the lower blınd arches sustaın the weıght of the incumbent
STONECS OVeEeTr the openıngs, plerces underneath 1ın the walls

As has been saıd, the pılasters divıde the walls of tile westiern A into four
COMpPartmeNnts, but each (1 15 of ditferent wıdth The ack of metrical unıty ın
the proportions of the bays 15 COTIMNINON eature of the medieval architecture 1ın
Iranscaucasıa,; 1N Georgıa, but explanatıon has een tound tor thıs.

In the Imacier of the 1mMposts which the pılasters and the WEeSst piıllars,
theır sımplıfied ornamentatıon 15 Justified by assumıng that 1t W aS less possiıble
tor them AVe been the subject of contemplation. The C418T pillars which AaVe
the SA4adINle sıgnıfıcance 45 the western 1165 1ın supporting the cupola, ATC topped
also by 1ımMposts wıth predominance o1ven the rounded off profiles, which aAfCc

1n harmony wıth theır seemıingly cırcular sect1on. There 15 ornamented bols-
LOr instead of tlat moulding the W EeSst SQUUarC pıllars, but It 15 tollowed by the
SAadIllC 1O of lobes al the en!

The bases ot all these pıllars, unlıke theır cornıces, A spectacular 1n shape and
ornamentatıon. They envelop the lower part of the pıllars ıke cockleshells. Wırth
theır ımposıng proportions and beauty, the bases ATE unıticative constıituents of
the SUUarc under the cupola. Theıir height contrıbutes thıs as 1t COITECS-

ponds the visual tield, of the worshiıper standıng 1ın front of the pıllars, amazed
AT theır magnıfıcence. The enhancements of the EAST(TErN bases WTG the SAaTmnleE but
those of the western bases WEIC dıtterent. COn the GCAStT the decoratıon CONsIsts of

large t]lat moulding, kınd of plinth, separated ftrom the by second $lat
moulding runnıng ınwards. The 15 tramed from above wıth tıllet, fOl-
lowed by small wısted bolster runnıng iınwards and surmounted by the
slıghtly advanced lower end of the maın band, which there AT vertical repet1-
t1ve large rıbbons. hıs takes the central part of the ornamentatıon and dıftfer-
entlates 1t wıth the relatıvely large S17€e of 1ts COMpONENEIS. tıllet, which hardly
advances (V.GT it: 15 dominated by wiısted cable, while AL the LOP IO of tiny
roundels LUMN; tramed wıth ıllets.

The bases ot the W Eest pıllars AL 3m 1n height agalınst the 2m of the e12SsT pıllars.
These proportions requıre larger decorated surfaces. So the northwest base
(fig 1:0) cshows also plınth aäT the base, tollowed by wiısted which, from
below, lımıts relatıvely high polyedrical surtace. hıs 15 surmounted by bıg
bolster octoedrical in sect10n, which 15 tollowed by scot1la betweenz ıllets.
Above It, the maın large ou1llosh pattern develops, and 1t 15 composed of LW rıb-
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bons, which 8 angle of 45 degrees from both borders, INOVC 1Into Z1&Zags,
and 1n theır Crossıng ftorm knots arranged ın three LOWS 'The ouillosh 15 tramed
ftrom 1above and below by LW symmetrically disposed bolsters: the first twiısted,
the second, ornamented wıth ouillosh. There 15 decorative AICa placed

the large projecting band, which finıshes off the base It 15 framed also wıth
ıllets and enhanced wıth motifts: double rıbbon 1 U11S between the bor-
ders and chovels wıth opposıte orlentatıon. In theır SpPall they take 1n
tongue-shaped element.

'The southwest base 15 of the SaJmnle LypC and S17€ 4S the north-west, but 1ts OTI1a-

mentatıon, though dıfferent, has SOTINC simılar features. They AVeEe COININON de-
coratıve scheme wıth LW maın AICas, framed by thick bolsters of polyedrical
sect1o0n. The lower ICa 15 enlivened wıth distant tluting which actually AD PCals

all the bases. More orıgınal, thıs southwest base, 15 the ornamental
AICd, wıth Itfs LW round profiles, which ftrom the borders and unnoticeably
Joın each other 1ın the mıddle. SO the part of thıs ANCA 15 taken by F

of pıne-cones wıth Varı0ous ornamentatıon: from the sımple orid of rhombs
the MOST complicated ONEC of tlowering CITOSSCS5 1n combinatıon wıth the toliated
motits. The pınecones aATrC linked each other wıth arched stalks which o1VeE rıise

tendriıls 1ın the shape of spirals. The lower ZUTEIE of the Samnle AdICa 15 enhanced
wıth almond ıke elements, each ONEC Jlanked wıth paır of hollowed leaves Setit

horizontally underneath and above them, paır of VEr y small spoon-liıke leaves
A lapped either sıde of the almonds (fig. 12) The ornamental ATGCA 15
crowned wıth strongly projecting strıng-course wıth interlaced pattern,
which recalls repetitıve eıghts.

Fınally, the MOST orıginal ATC the niches* Al the bases of the western pıllars.
They projJect ftrom the cırcular base almost halt and rıse height of
tour IMELEeTSs wıth wıdth of 0,80 I, theır conches iınsıde dısplay scallops wıth
diating tluting but the outsıde they AdIC slıghtly poımnted. The front of the SOU-

thern nıche, includıng the jJambs, 15 tfurrowed wıth orooved parallel lınes, whıiıle
the front of the northern nıche 15 tlat

Very astonıshıng 1ın the southern nıche A the of the jJambs
crowned by something 1ıke attached capıtals. However, the “Capıtals ” of the
northern nıche AT C 110 wıthout ALLY sculptures. Unlike them, the “ Capıtals ” of
the south nıche make 1t possible recognıze the bust portraıts of the donors
Davıd Magıstros and Bagrat, FErıistav of the Eristavs (fıg. 115 13) VeCLY damaged
but iıdentifiable by of the iNnscr1pt10ns AL the side.* The portraılts AT of

The nıches different In S1Ze€e and shape ( hbe SCCI1 1n the churches CONtTEMPOFrarY wıth OSkı as

Hahulı, Othta eklesı1a, Paralı,  L CIn Takaı8yılı, Arkheologiteskaja ekRspedici)Ja, pl. 84, 24-95,125,
167

DJjobadze, “The Donor Reliefs and the Date of the Church of OSkı Byzantınısche Zeitschrift
(1976) 53-56
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small S17€ in comparıson wıth the large proportions of the nıche; theır dimen-
S10NS aATC 0 52=-0.55 ın breadth and 0,48 ın height, including the
namented frame, equal OMNNC sixth of the height. hıs frame 15 decorated wiıth
half-acanthı, which ATC symmetrically arranged along the longıtudinal AX1S of the
frıeze AS penetrate into each other wıth theır smooth lobes Apparently
when 1t W as carved, the Orıentatıon of the acanthı W asSs NOLT taken 1Into consıder-
atıon, which would ave setting the desıgn vertically. But tor the 1114$5-

ter 1t W as easier turn the desıgn horizontally, and thus be in line wıth the
sculptured works runnıng around the base

The portraılts of the donors ATC sımılar. Both princes ave SUUaIC haloes LeSs-

tıtyıng the reliefs havıng been made 1ın theır lıtetime. They ATC 1n conventional
of rulers, wıth the SAdIlle and attrıbutes. Haltf-lengthB

atl1ons,; they ın theıir rıght hands SCCPLrCE topped by wıth flared
A1TIL1S and attached wıth knob, while theır eft hands Ar raised, the palms 1ın
gesture of humailıty. The z princes AT clad 1n caftans, which differ only ın the
desıgn of the cloth Bagrat’s caftan 15 embro1idered wıth of S1X petals,
which ATC delineated wıthın, 1ın the WAaY torm 4] together s1x-pointed fgure,

decoratıve motit ell known trom Islamıc olazed cJlabs Moreover, S1X ınter-
mediate petals complete the outline of the Besides thıs, fine quatrefoils
dIC fitted in the SPaCcCc>s between the Davıd’s cafttan 15 also embelliıshed
wıth’which ave four heart-shaped petals an ATC insceribed 1n roundels.
The collars of the caftans outline V-shaped eck and iıke the wrıstbands AL

embellished wıth of pearls AN! triangles. The cattans ATC tastened wıth
belts, ındıspensable aCccessorI1es ot the tormal of hıgh-rankıng PCISON-
alıties. (n theır heads Davıd and Bagrat WCalr CAaD>, sımılar those WOIIN iın (a
Ccasıan countrıes the present day and characterised by large bands the brım
The CaD, better preserved, iın the relief of Bagrat 15 bejewelled and thus COMPDAL-
able the “stemmäa ; insıgn1a of honour reserved tor the Magıstros, such 4S

he W as

The donors ATC clad iın the approprıiate of the hıgh rank, they Held 1ın
the socı1al scale 45 Georgıian rulers. They WCCIC invested wıth (QVEGT theır
cCompatrıots by the Byzantıne CHMPDCIOF in recognıtion of the ervıces they had
been rendering to hım At the SAaInNle tıme, the Georgıian rulers, wh WeICc Aat-
tracted by Oriental luxury, wanted COmMpeELE wıth theır rab ODPDICSSOIS and
by external insıgn1a demonstrate theır polıtical posıtıon aN! theır relatıons
wıth the ımperı1al 1ın Constantinople, relations arısıng OUutL of theır CCC

OMI1C and milıtary
Small 1n S17ze and seT 3,00 hıgh, the reliefs of Bagrat and Davıd AI treated

4S decorative elements, which form part of the immense nıche dominatıng the
base of the pıllar. In spıte of the respecCt paıd the donors 1n depicting theır
blems of W 1n mınute detaıl, the human image 15 reduced sımple COIMN-
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st1tuent of the general decoration, underlinıng the architectural detaıiıl. The nıche
imposing 1tSs shape and SLTrLICLUTE 15 actually the maın element of the richly carved
base

Moreover,z ateral sıdes projJect ftrom the jJambs of the nıche 0,47 1ın tront
and 1530 1ın height, and they ook ıke the “siıdearms” of sedia. The floor wıthın
the nıches 15 raısed by OIlEC Step of 0,20 All thıs that the nıche INa Yy
aVe had utilıtarıan supposedly chelter throne reserved tor dignity,
IMOSLT probably the kıng of that reg10n. The northern nıche 15 wıth clearer DE
portions and flat surfaces wiıthout projections from the jJambs, but there 15 also
SteD, which leads insıde. It INAaYy also aVe been utilized tor fıtting 1ın SC@IHT.

Some of the carved TNaments the bases ATC covered wıth lıvely col-
OUrS, mostly red and blue and thıs increased the pıcturesque effect. hıs polych-
romı1c enhancement harmonized wıth the all paıntıngs, which sed the
inter10r of the church.

Oft interest tfor the present study 15 the tact that the architectural detaıil, being
1n synthesis wıth the decoratıve sculpture, omıiınates i It 15 clear that the nıche
ıtself arrested the CVCS Aan! NOT the reliefs of the donors. hıs W as element 1M-
posed by the archıitectural ashion AL that time. The nıches, which WEIC indıs-
pensable the inter10r of the INOSYUCS and khalıf’s palaces, SOOTMN went beyond
the boundaries of the Islamıc world and penetrated 1Into the countrıes which
WEeIC 1n CONTACT wıth the Abbassıds ın the th_ ] oth centurIı1es. Wirch greater LCAaSON
such detaıls impressed the Georgıians who had the ambıtion rıval theır Om1-
NatOors the cultural tront and cshow theır ll ASs buılders. Havıng their CYVCS

the works elaborated by the CONSIrUCILIOFrS oft ICHOWI), the Georglans
WCCIC easıly inspıred by them 1ın theır creatıve aCt1vIty. ButE adopted, model
would be utilızed for He PUrDOSC; modıiıtied and assımılated, IT evolved 1n
dıfferent CONIEXE

The nıches ATC ell known 1n the architecture trom the FEINDBEFE Past, that of
t1quıty CVCIIN 1n Iranscaucasıa, but 1n the Casc of OSKi. It W as NOLT Matier of
vival of detajl of antıquıty the so1] of Georgıa ıtself. hıs typ € of nıche devel-
oped and took FrOOT 1n Islamıc archıtecture wıth Its appropriate CONIEeNt during
the centurIı1es. Ät definıte 1n 1ts evolution, 1t spilled (3V ET the borders of 1ts
artıstıc cırcle and, havıng become internatıonal, accordıng the ashion then ın
the world archıtecture, W adopted by Georgıian INasons

Carved wıth tlarıng TNaments of iıke fluting, the pendentives rıse AF
the end of the pıllars, between the springers of the four arches, and
bend orward (3VeT. the central They OUtL the transmıssıon from 1ts
SUUaIc base the cırcle of the hoisted drum, whıiıch, wiıth 1ts twelve wındows
had urnısh the lıght 1n the church (tig. /) The lıghting insıde W das Z00d. The
conchs WEeEIC pıerced each OI wıth three W1Indows, theır ANNCXECS, also let 1n di-
PeGT lıght, 4S ell ASs the long W Eest S5S5-2 wiıth Its wındows the WEeSst and
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south. These provıded sufficıent lıght which penetrated into the north L[WO-STITO-

ICY vallery, also lıghted diırectly from the north. (Ine Cal ımagıne the SUMpPTU-
OUSNCSS of the ınter10r wiıth walls and pılasters covered wiıth marble, and the
blind arches framıng the wall paıntıngs and surtfaces incrusted wıth MOSAaIlCs and
all thıs olıtterıng ın the sunshine comıng through the alabaster wıiındowpanes.,

FExternal View

The oraduatıon of the volumes of the building 1n the exter10r corresponds the
scale obtained by the elevatıon of the 1n the inter1or. TOM bırd’s CYVC
VIEW, the conchs and WEeSst AVC depict the symbol of Christianıity, the CI Od3, wıth
theır pıtch roofs. hıs 15 crowned by the cupola, raised where they (Hi2.2;
4 lıttle lower, 1n the COTLHGES wıthın the ınterspaces of the so-formed Ss-

ATINIS AD PCal the four ean-tos of the SYUUaLC VOINS, which torm part of the hol-
low of the domed construction. These ean-tos orıented the south CH

the north, eature eiıther sıde of the respective s5-2 'The AMNLMTIEXCS ot the
conchs NC also lean-tos, parallel the adjacent slope oft the relatıve zable root
But theır level corresponds the lower OIlC of the 1above-mentioned tour
ean-tos. 'The LWO-SLOFCY hıgh northern body alongside the WEeSst AVC 15 also
vered wıth lean-to AT the north. hıs elongated DNarTOoW lean-to 15 balanced
the south by the sharply ridged roof OPCH gallery.

TOmM outside the church 15 impress1ive wiıth the massıveness of the
t10n, theVof the volumes and flat lines of the al surtaces. The long
walls the south and the north Arı diversıitied wıth the proJections of the tran-

SCDT wıth 1ts vabled facades. The conchs and theıir subsıidiary A C-

aled, each OIlC from outsıde, wıth three vertical walls that theır ateral sıdes
Meet the opposıte OMLCS AL obtuse angle and together torm z symmetriıcal
nıches wıth scalloped chells AL the LOPp The surtaces of the nıches A pıerced by
the play of small wındows. The ateral sıde of the ALLTIEX CS AIC, however,
perpendicular theır rontal OL1LCS AS form the right-angled projectings of
the the e4ST and WwWEest On the northern facade, the nıches ATC wıthout
scalloped chells.

The facades ATIC relived by pılaster str1ıps connected by arches, which Padss under
the slopes of the maın xable, OVCTI the nıches and under the side ean-tos. The
nıches ATC the constructive torms which 15 reterred the ornamental scheme of
the facade, dominated by the quintuple blind arcade (fig Z 14) They define the
Span NOT only of the arches surmountıng them but also the neighbouring ONCS

thıs 1n the CENFTTE and those leanıng OIl the AI XS The builder resolved UCcCESsSS-

tully the tacade’s decoratiıon 1ın unıfyıng the conch and Its subsıidiarıies through the
quıntuple arcade, rendered 1n agreement wıth the constructive torms. The EAST ta-
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cade 15 beautified the SAaIillc princıple. The sıgnıfıcance of the nıches tor the AL

atıng 15 contfirmed by the tact that the WEeSst facade where there A nıches,
there 15 FHUTE quıntuple arcade. But there 15 also research of ItSs unıficatıon
wıth the other gabled facades by of architectural forms, as the biılobed WI1N-
dow wiıth 1tSs ornamented frames and the archivolt wıth extens10ns (YVEGT: i

'The quintuple arcades CONsIst of S1X cylindrıcal massıve shafts, which rıse
AT the base of the all and elevate toward the roofs. Fach OLLC 1VES r1ıse z

arches which spring the eft and the rıght, respectively, 1ın ditferent level,
CCPL the chafts A the CO HEIS directly supporting the arches. In the bays tormed
1n thıs WAdY, the arches and theır AL doubled by second shafts, LG6-

tangular 1ın section and SGH ın reCCCSS. The cylindrical Aan! rectangular <hafts AD

capped wıth LNOTIC OE less elaborated capıtals AF the springers of the arches.
'The capıtals al the pılaster strıps 4S whole the central arch, whıiıle
the rest they only half the cylindrıical shaft, leavıng the other halt free

PUISUC 1ts upward 1n tormıng the neighbourıng arch In agrecment
wıth that the cylınders al the COINCIS, which ave ınk wıth other shafts, ATC

entirely capped but mostly wıth Imposts of simple lobes The central arches A

pointed. 'The constıituent of the maın arch the south 15 of polyedrical section
instead of cylindrıcal AS 1t 15 1ın the rest. Al the arcades ATC rendered iın three-
quarter relief.

The maın wındow of each yabled facade wıth the exception of that the
WESLT, 15 pierced 1n ItSs central bay of the quıintuple arcade the level of the
cond SLOFEY of the buıldıng. It 15 arch-headed, framed wiıth ornamental carvıng
and 15 surmounted AL certaın distance, by riıchly adorned archivolt wıth N-

S10NS, which takes al the SDallı of the bayı. The archivolt 15 topped by figure
sculptured 1in hıgh relief. 'The second SLOFEY wiındows of the subsıdiary
AD PCal 1n the CX HIE bays of the blind arcade whiıle those from the first StOFEY
OPCH into the nıches which contaın also the openıngs of the conchs. A the WwI1N-
OWS AL crowned wıth decoratıve arches mostly wıth extens10ns, surprisıng
wıth theır ornamentatıon otften in iınterlaced desıgn. Though the constructıve
detauils ATfCc the SaIllc, the facades of the three conchs diftffer from each other 1ın
theır plastıc. The W EeSst facade cshows COIMMNIMMNMONMN elements 1ın Its architectural
sculpture wıth the arcuated facades and that reveals the unıticatıve CONCEDL of the
organısatıon of the outside-carved decoratıon.

Capıtals
The blind arches 1n TEGES:sS ıke those the facades, fteature the LWENLY tour-
sıded drums of the cupola. They AT:C also wıthout ornamentatıon, but the capıtals
under theır springers afc of varıety, SOINC being ot the SAamnle LypeC 4S those of
the quıntuple arcade.
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It 15 dıfficult make classıfication of the capıtals because of the mul-
tiıple 1L1UAallces 1n theır pattern and of the ack of the COINMON elements wıth the
classıc orders. For the sake of conformity 111 distinguish SC6 STOUDS 4S fol-
lows

A) capıtals wıth pıne-cones, acanthus capıtals, C) toliated capıtals, capıtals
wiıth tıgural motifs, e) volute capıtals, f) tluted capıtals.

The capıtals of the facades Ca be reterred the z first STrOUDpDS.

Al Wırth pınecones
The tront ot the capıtal CONsIsts ofz pınecones suspended symmetrically
tendriıl and between them, ballflower trom whiıch wısted wıre hangs wıth
other balltlower Al the en The tendriıl AL the COrNers 1Into spırals, from
each of which eaf SCS OUuULT, marked wıth rıbs and tastened wıth stalk that
1t stretches Out 1ın iıke shape. Such eaf 15 symmetrically carved the
ateral sıde oft the capıtal, where ONC half of the rontal pattern 15 reproduced.
Seen trom the COTNCI, the Z spirals wıth the leaves Zz01Ng OUuUtL ot them, recall
helices. The capıtal CaDsS the chafts of the highest arch the CSr facade
(tig. 15) It 15 repetitıve capıtal.

The eft capıtal of the SaJmnle eAast arch shows varıant of the foregoing 0Q The
tendril 15 bent under the weıght ot the z pıne-cones and 1t O1VES rıse three
vine leaves, LW small ALl the COLNETS and big ONC 1n the mıddle, from which
C: carved () VEGT.: bud, 15 suspended tine chaın. Apparently there 15 SOINEC
connotatıon between the pınecone and the cluster of STapCS treated in 9CO-
metrical device.

The thiırd varıant features the mullion of the bılobed wındow the W EeSst-
ET tacade. The pattern 15 sımplıfied 1ın regard the smaller S17 e of the capıtaland only the pınecones afe hangıng the tendril, which whırls 1n spırals al the
CGOTHEGETS under the abacus (tig. 16)

The chafts of all these arches afCc decorated wıth pad of interlaced basket
tit and placed al chort dıstance from the capıtal. The pad oes NOTLT ftorm part of
the capıtal ıtself and It 15 incorrect consıder It A4aSs LES base The pad has long

It has been known trom tımes, being 1n COININON Uuse 1n 4aStT
Hellenistic archıitecture. One of Its famous examples W.ETE the capıtals of Bana, ın
Iranscaucasıa, Z01Ng back the seventh CENLUFY, but It appeared much earlıer.
Survıvals of the pad A the tıny bulbs of the twın colonnades {lanking the W est
wındow, 4S ell AdSs those the chafts of the multiple ONCS of the Tum. Fınally,the Dad 1n the Case of the quıntuple arcades and the mullion of OSkı 15 clearly
separated trom the capıtal and belongs the chaft
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Acanthus capıtal
The FELITN 15 NOLT quıte COTTEGET The capıtal cCONsIsts ofz palrs of S-shaped
leaves while those of the thırd OLLC Lurn inwards Into spırals and INeel each other
m1ıdway. hıs ornamentatıon develops the rontal sıde of the capıtals which
CapD the twın colonnettes flankıng the bılobed wındow the W est facade
(fig. 16)

The capıtal AapPCals iın richer varıant the blınd arcade of the drum, where
1t 15 jJoined by axı1al eaf of equal S1Ze wıth the S-shaped OLLCS anı OVCI,;
LW VerYy small leaves r1se either siıde of E 'The maın rıb of thıs eaf
coincıdes wıth the meeting lıne of the neighbourıng sıdes ot the Tum hus the
edge between them disappears under the carved decoratıon, which 15 treated 1n
agrecm«CnNtL wıth thıs constructive peculıarıty (fig. 17 Yet, haltf the plant motif,
described in the tirst varıant, teatures the ateral faces of all the acanthus Capl-
tals. Furthermore, the pattern develops partly the undersıde, because 1T has
be SCCMH trom below.
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C) Foliated capıtal
The toliated capıtals AL characterized by predominance of the halt palmette
which AD PCals in Varlıous combinatıons and that increases theır NUuANGeES.  9 For the
sake of clarıty 111 descrıibe them separately.

The rontal sıde repPrEeSECNLS LW halves of plant MECNT, dıfficult qual-
IL y 4S palmette, which AT OUuUtT of the COLHEGES and Meei wıth theır
lobes arranged either sıde of the AX1S of the Capıtal. But such half orıented 1n
the opposıte WaY 15 carved NOT only 1ts ateral sıde but also the neıghbour-
ıng pılaster strıp. These repetitıve capıtals SuppOrt the central arch 1n LCCCS,
the southern facade (fig. 18)

In the frontz uprıight half-palmettes ATC Nas sıde by sıde 1n the mıddle
that theır lobes joın each other whiıle they AT lınked, ALl theır base, by LW stalks
shapıng loop. Iwo half-palmettes stand also AF the extremıitlies 1ın order torm
wıth theır COUNLTLErDAarTtSs of the ateral sıdes the SaImnle plant motift 4S 1n the GEeHLFE

(tig. 19)
In other the toliated motif.appears twIıIce being set sıde by sıde the

It 1s ditficult cshow the cCOomparatıves of the spectacular oliated capıtals wıth the CONLTEMPOFarYy
Georgıian 11C5 Oowever SOINC of them represent LIC varıatıons of Omayad models, which WT
moderniıze accordıng the tenth-century artıst1ıc V1IS10NS.



174 Piguet—Panayotovg

4 5u e  S

{}  N  Y

:
S

v  T
n  < ‚Y Fa

MRI  S D
Z

Sourtch acade, blınd arch, capıtals

N

R2
N

s A

S
Ei

E NO
Drum, south sıde, capıtals



'The Church of OSkı 75

front and BLG TIHNOTC the ateral taces of the capıtal. Besides thıs the so-double
motiıf 15 lanked wıth the SAaImIne half palmettes orıented toward the GCOT11ET1S

The half palmettes AIC Setit sıde by sıde while theır stalks E the bottom, 1N-
stead of lınkıng together, turn upward ASs tormz small half palmettes SC

uprıght, back back 'Thiıs plant motif features twI1ce that the adjacent obs
Meet each other 1in the AX1S of the rontal tace The lobes there A orıented OUuUt-
ward the those, ınward of the preceding LypC of pattern (fıg. 20)

The decoratıon CAall, however, be much LNOTEC complicated: the half pal-
IMECLLES; 4S the basıc elements of the pattern, AT C subjected elaborate combj-
natıons, which SUgSCSLT amazıng torms. husz inverse elongated palmettes aATIC

placed OMNC ()V-€6T: the other ın the mıddle andz half-palmettes Al each extremi1ty
of the capıtal. The pattern develops into LW 1n the ZAOHE z tine
stalks, shapıng Into fleurons ATl the ends, spring the ett and the right from the
indentatiıons of the central palmette and turnıng downwards touch the
ummıts of the ateral half-palmettes. At the S4a4]INle tıme, between theır Z lobes
the stalks spring OUut and shape 1Into sımılar elements oriented 1n the opposıte
WAdY round, but placed horizontally. In the lower ZONEC z trılobed half-pal-
mMettes spring Out of the ateral inverse half-palmettes and HE downwards, be-
ıng face face wıth them, while theır LOPS Join the summıt of the mıddle pal-

In the ZONC specıal rrangemen sıgnalıses and shapes into everal
fleurons, which remınd OM  (D of the lovely heads of birds® (H9.21)

varıant ot thıs pattern displays less complicated composıtıon. The mıddle
and the GL N6 constituents ATC the Samnc, but the plant elements which A OUuUt of
them ATE unıtied 4S trı-lobed halt palmettes. Those either sıde of the uDDCI
palmette turn upwards whıiıle the progenitıves of the lower ONMNC FEeLHTN the DbOt-
LO mıddle paır of such trı-lobed elements STATTES OutL of the base of the SA”admIlLlE

lower palmette and, oriented S1deway, complete the interfacing of the lobes 1ın
the pattern (fig 9)

palmette ın the mıddle and LW halves AL the COT1161:5 of the rontal sıde de-
velop wıth the ummıts downward 3.101’1g al 1ts heıight. Theıir opposıte H
ıke lobes arranged 1n COIMMNIMMNON vertical line and the CUL-OUTS between them‚
outlinez symmetrıcal roundels f the LOP whıiıle A the base, the interspaces be-

the ummıts ot the palmettes AIC each taken by < small Heurets
whıiıch, placed wıth the lobes downwards Padss (DEG the edge of the undersıde of
the capıtal (t1g. 20).

Combinatıons, based the stalks ending wiıth half-palmettes AdIC 1-

OS hus the pattern CONsISts of four stalks Iınked central roundel. Thez

Sımilar half-palmettes S1VvINg@ birth OMNEC another 1n such WAaY, but developıng iın cırcle, fteature
the outsıde ot the 4aSse of the Hephtalıde bow| 1n the British Museum, London, No

196312101 trom the 5th_6th CENLUFY. Apparently the (IDSkı sculptor could ave een inspıred
trom Sassanıan motit renewed the time.
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OLLCS Nsıng OUTt of the GCeNTIre Hırn the eft and the right Aan! after Z01INg
1n cırcular WAaY, PELIHNM the roundel, posıng horizontally the half-palmettes,
shapıng al their ends The lower stalks startıng OUutLt of the Samne GCENITE develop 1N
the opposıte WAaY that theır half-palmettes AD PCal back back wıth the tirst
OMNCS The pattern resembles quatrefoıl. Insıde z semicıircular stalks, GTE
C115 upward, the other, downward intertwıne wıth the quatrefoıl. Besıides thıs, iın
the and lower interspaces otf the lobes of the quatre{foıl z small pal-
mMeLes peCnetralte, wıth the ummıts toward the cenire At the S4a4amne tıme, the 1N-
ternal part of al these 15 aımed äl formıng S1X-Fay STAr, which takes the
central place of the desıgn. The pattern 15 characterized by the intrıcate tTEeA2IMENT
of the ITINaments submitted geometrical notlions (412. 22).

The capıtal stands OUuUtL wıth the dynamıc torms of 1ts toliated motifts. The de-
sıgn COnNsIsts of splıt palmette the WI1Ings of which AL separated by
elongated axı1al bud The three petals of 1ts halves resemble three leaves 1n
accelerated wıth theır stalks turnıng 1n large rounde]l Al the base
Moreover, LW inverted halves of small wıng palmette, orıented 1n the opposıte
W3aY, eature the part of the capıtal. Theır leaves sıiımılar 1n shape
those of the palmette, Sr W ON of the roundel of their stalks an: 1A1  =

mıddlewards. Finally either sıde of the bud, the and the small toliated
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ATC ın amazıngly skıilful combinations that 1in theır COININON trend SGCIN

poıint lıving Creature7 rabbit knotted scart woman’s head
(fıg. 23)

Iwo ax1a] palmettes orıented upward an: downward respectively aTC A1l-

ranged ONEC (MVELT.: the other ASs ell 4S theır halves AT the extremuitıies of the capıtal.The plant elements AT nevertheless reduced ACCOUNT of the shortened
decoratıve ZONC, which 15 1n accordance wıth thez CTOSSES inser1bed be-
the mıddle and ateral plant COMPONECNEIS. The vertical OSS-arms shape AL

the ends, each OIlC Into splıt palmette, and ItSs Wıngs of LW spoon-lıke leaves.
The horizontal 11C5 achieve the between the ateral halves and thıs, be-

the ax1a] palmettes, trom the eft an the rıght. hus the horizontal S-
aAarıns ook 4S though they W.GTE 21viINg rıse wıng palmettes. Fınally the aTIINs of
the z CITIOSSES ATIC ll fourishing aT theır en! wıth wıng-Toliated motifs, whıiıch,
AT the SAa|TINE tıme, ATC iın connection wıth the axı1al, and the ateral plant motifs
(di9. 9 24)

14 large orooved axı1al STtem comıng from undersıde, rses and diverges

The plant motifts resemblıng the heads of biırds ADPDCal the ceramıcs plates orıgınatıng trom IN
shapour 1n the Metropolitan Museum, trom the tenth CENLUFY, NO.53.170.2 0.56.44,No.58.152
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certaın level into [W: diagonal StCMIS; which reach the COTNETS of the
capıtal 45 refifurn vertically, and shape into inverted ha  Z palmettes along the
extremıities. Ar the base the S”AdIllC sStem O1VES r1SE, the eft and the right, LW

palmettes wıth theır lobes arranged 1ın z STOUDS the inner lobes tollowıng 1ın
parallel the diagonal STeEemM lıne, and the external ONCS, returnıng the base 1ın
order harmon17e wıth the opposıte lobes of the half-palmette, Al the
COTIIETS Ar the SAaImlleE tıme, the diagonal STtem O1VES rıse z upright half-pal-
MEeEtLES,; orıented inward aM Iınked the axı1a] cluster suspended under the aba-
CLIS (d12.23).

Iwo palırs of CINCISC ftrom the undersıde, Z owards the front, r1se
together and develop LW levels, each STtem shapıng 1Into half-palmette Al

Its en The lower OI1C5S, which turn back downwards, take theır places either
sıde of the oft the second paır. These intertwIıst NOT only Cit the bottom but
also al the LOP 4S torm wıng palmette. Actually the desıgn cOonsısts of LW

split palmettes, though the ot the (QiIIE the z halves of the
lower ON  e D the COTTIETS the petals of thıs palmette touch the clusters of
STaDCS suspended Al the edges of the GCapital. Seen trom the COTHCI,; the cluster
looks ike the ıddle element of pattern, comprisıng the half rontal OTITNAaINE

tatıon and 1ts COuUNteErpart the ateral tace of the capıtal (fıg. 25)
13 Following the SA princıple of Organısatıon, the constıtuents of the Pat-
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Drum, tolıated, figural and volute capıtals

tfern abuts another attractıve varıant of the toliated capıtal. There ATiIC also <
paırs ot stalks which rise OLN of the base, each other 1n ItSs mıddle and de-
velop al their ends Intoz spoon-like leaves instead of half-palmette. The first
paır of stalks Lurn upwards that theır leaves ATC arranged either sıde of the
axı1a] rıb of the capıtal whıiıle the second paır ot stalks bend downwards wıth theır
leaves touching the base In each half of the pattern the and lower plant el-
EeMIMeEeNtS Ng combined 1n such WaVYV that they o1VE the impress1i0n of shapıng Into

wıing-foliated motıt together and thıs tans owards the GCOT HET where
cluster of STaDCS 15 suspended 11g.26)

As cshown another capıtal such plant motif AD PCals 1n dıfferent combı-
natıons AS, tor example, wıth C  9 which takes the central place. Iwo
perpendicular each other torm thıs Each ONEC of the OÖOSS-A7TIN. develops
al the end Into LW stalks that reiurn al torty-five degree shapıng Into half-pal-
mMettes These po1sed, iın the ınterspaces of the OSS-armıs Cenire Besides thıs,
paır of stalks, each ONEC shapıng Into LW spoon-like leaves, CINCI SCS OUuUt of each
horizontal sS-2 an recalls wıng palmette. Fiınally, the design 15 COMDAI-
able quatrefoıil wıth heart-shaped petals, which 15 lanked by the wıng pal-
mMettes OPCH sideways (fig.25)
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Capital wiıth rabbits

e) Capıtals wıth tıgural motifs.

'The capıtal represents LW inverse half-palmettes, seit GT the extremıitıes
wıth the lobes outward. Iwo tendriıls spring Out from below theır ummıts aN!
shaped at the end iInto small half-palmettes, which turn round and MmMeet each
other m1idway. In theır loops < rabbıts A placed face tace Hıgh splıt
palmette 15 spanned wıth 1tSs lower lobes shapıng into stalks, whıiıch, directed
downwards, dıverge from IC another, tor the PUrpOSC of Joınıng the small half-
palmettes below. However, they achijeve the heads of the rabbits and disappear
AS though they had een carrıed off by something behind them, but the
they should ave deseribed iS, nevertheless, completed by the hınd legs of the
rabbits. There 15 perftect integration of the anımal motift wıth the plant pattern,
thanks the dynamıc torms of the toliated elements, In harmony wıth the OUtL-

lıne of the leavıng Creatures (tig, 27)
Iwo standıng lions ATIC placed face face, theır front legs leanıng opposıte

each other above splıt palmette, which rıses AT the base of the capıtal. At
1ts GCOTLLIGES z half-palmettes wıth ummıts downward shelter the l10n’s
taıls wiıth theır balls al the LOPp 'The anımal motit Omınates the desıgn completed
wıth foliage (fig. 26)

Finally, the capıtal, which stands OUut trom all the rest, represSCNLtSs human
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being, half-length, FALCG phenomenon 1n the decoratıiıon of the cupolas, which
El discuss later.

e) Volute capıtals
The volute capıtal also takes place the Tum of Oskı, but 1ts forms AaTC veCLY
simplified. It shows z flat spırals bound from underneath wıth their r  >
which AB the base (In the ateral sıdes, the volutes, nevertheless, AaPPCar
wiıth theır bare cylindrical bodies (fıg. 26)

Fluted capıtals
Another Lype of capıtal dısplays fluted ornamentatıon orooved 1ts rontal and
ateral sıdes, whiıch, AT the LOp slıghtly torward Jo1in the abacus. 5SOo-pro-
Jecting the flutes tinısh wıth mınute arcuations. hıs capıtal enjoyed SUC-

CGS durıng the 5th an! 6th centurıes 1ın Syria,® where It took deep Aan:
thereafter W as transmıtted the neighbouring countrıes, including TIranscauca-
S12, A 1ın the Ishanı church (about 636) Adopted by the regıional tradıtion, ıt W da

revived by the Georglans (fig. 25).
The chafts of the colonnettes AT also decorated: often wısted wıth r1bs, OT

vered wıth riıbbons which 1n theır opposıte intercross interlace
throwing 1n reliıef SUUarCcs OT rhombı, the latter somet1imes enhanced insıde wıth

small roundel. In another 0 NIS the basıc elements ATC triangles arranged sıde by
sıde wıth the summıt downward and bases wıth trılobed CONTLOUTF, which 15 1ın line
wıth the beads Joined between them.(figs. 19 23 25: 26, 27)

The bases, equal ın shape and S1ZE, ATC VE sımple, S1INCEe they WT hardly
posed the viewer. The bulbous of the twın colonnettes ATı separated by

scotla from the large block wıth the lobes, which 15 tramed underneath by
slıghtly projecting astragal an! CavVetLo tollowed by the sloping surface
of the protruding 4aSsSe (fig. 20; 22) All the bases of the colonnettes Frest PPO-
Jecting strıng COUTISC wıth flat rontal sıde, which 15 decorated wıth red roundels
19.28) COn the north and northeast, they AIC interrupted by C of anımals.
Underneath doubhle L1O of smaller roundels LrUNS the surface 1n 1LCGEsSs tin-
ıshing the base of the rTuıum (dıig. 29).

The trieze of the anımals cshow amazıng fgures carrıed OUuUtTL 1n style wıth
naturalistic etfects. Usually coupled, the anımals AapPCar eıther 1n front of each
other, especıally the rabbits (t12:29) 0)8 1n chase, 4S the lıon and the antelope
(fig. 30) and also 1n sımple runnıng. They ATC al alternatıng wıth couple of PTO-
LtOMS ftramed by round scrolls of trıple The heads AL of herbivorous

Butler, Early Churches In 5yr14, Princeton 1929 16/7, t12.47D, LEL
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teratogen1c anımals and bırds More varıable than the preserved figures, they AL C
orıented each other, as the antelopes, the l1ıonesses, the jJackals unıdentified
Protoms. couple of heads, nevertheless, 15 depicted back back eagle and

herbivore, both wıth necklaces of pearls 1ın LW 1OWS an wıth hanging Jjewel-
lery ın the tormer. Unfortunately the frieze 15 badly damaged and 1t 15 ımpossıble

establish the order of the tgures. The anımal rliezes decorated the tacades of
Byzantıne and Armenı1an buildings 1n the tenth CENLUFY, but the heads 1ın scrolls
reveal renovated Sassanıan models.

The COrnıce of the 1T CONSsIsSts of thiıck wısted cable and above 1t; large
strıng COUTSE wıth sloped rontal sıde, tollowed by the last constıtuent,
strongly projecting and also AL slope, but adorned wıth lobes; the latter Lurn 1ın
the opposıte direction ItSs surface 1n rECECSS, which AL the LOp Jo1ns the
rooft The S4aJInle COrnıce ECCGCLS al the tfacades of the church (figs 22 250 26;,
31)
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(Ornaments

As W 4S pointed OUL: architectural sculpture besides developıng the cupola, 15
carrıed OutL round the openıngs the facades. The ornamental des1gns eature
generally the trames of the wındows ()1: theır intels 4A5 ell 4S the chafts of the
attached columns.

'The wındows of the subsidiary As ell 4A5 the ateral ONCS of the conches
ATC also crowned wıth archıvolts, VEr often wıth long extens10ns. The
wıthın these limıts ATC usually tramed wiıth listel. 'The ornamentatıons CAall be
grouped 1ın vegetal, somet1ımes wıth anımals, OT birds, and veometrı1c OI1C5>S, but
al y strict differentiatiıon 15 dıifficult make, the SuppOrt of being 1N-
evıtable almost everywhere.

To the first grÖOUD, the tollowıng decorations CAall be retferred:
Iwo partrıdges ATC placed Ar the springs of the archıvolt, and trom theır

OPCH bılls z plant scrolls SO W and co1l opposıte each other, formıing circles
wıth The coı1ls o1VE rise otffshoots of three leaves placed 1n theır inter-
SPACCS the borders, that greater ONC CaD>S the pattern the key of the
archivolt. The partrıdges VE tine necklaces, feature of theır ICD-
resentatıion, inherited from Sassanıan art, although the theme of the z birds
wiıth tW1gS 1ın theır beaks 15 purely Christıan. 'The body oft the partrıdges drawn
wıth orid of lozenges 4S ell 4S theır taıls and primarıes, wıth parallel lınes,
matches the veometrı1c LFeALIMGCNHNE 1ın accordance wiıth the symmetrical rollıng of
the scrolls. The so-decorated archivolt CIOW IMS the second-storey wındow of the
southern subsidiary LOOIN the EA4ST facade.

More complicated 15 the pattern ()ViGT. the WEest wındow of the south conch.
The archivolt has unusual form, rounded trıtoliated intrados that Jo1ns the
extrados A the springers. The borders of the decoratıve surtace A horizontal
extens10ns, which LW birds ATC perched. Theır flyıng riıbbons the eck aATC

enhanced wıth jewellery, abundant also the taıls and the tWw1gs hangıng the
beaks Wıthın the borders the toliated ornamentatıon also displays coiling SEGIHS,
but the device, the 1bove-discussed ONNC, develops from the key
towards the springers of the archivolt. Iyre-shaped 15 the cenire

trom which LW descend the ett and the right and cO1ll, between the
borders Q1VvInNg r1se the spirals. Foliated elements siımılar half-palmettes OT

anlike bunches of leaves AaPPCaL 1n the interspaces of the while bıg eaf
wıth spıral outshoots CTITOWI1S the key, trom which downwards < oblong lınes
enclose the central part of the pattern. No doubt, the toliated composıtıon 15
subjected geometrical scheme whereby all the constıituents ATC iıntercon-
nected (fıg. 32)

No ess interesting 15 the technıque of thıs ornamentatıon lookıng ıke
oraphic desıgn which, certaın degree, recalls the hollow mouldıng. There
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South conch, WEeSst wındow

only the CONTLOUFr surroundıng the flat surface of the THamMnenNts 15 carved and the
background 15 C117 1n SOTINC places.

The SaJminle techniıque 15 applıed the archivolt WG the eEAst ateral wındow of
the south conch but the background ere 15 entirely C17  er The ornamentatıon
consısts of z scrolls, which co1l symmetrically from the extensi10ns of the
archivolt owards 1ts key, where they Join each other 1ın tangent the extrados.
In theır co1ls, the scrolls develop otffshoots wıth seeds sımılar half-palmettes.
Very impressIive 15 the flat relief of the pattern, which stands OUuUtL the colour-
CAHT background.

Second Geometric

(Ine of the sımple des1gns dısplays repetitıve cırcles wıth tiıny discs wıthin
them. The trelliswork CONsIsts of LW trıple orooved braids, which CINCTISC from
the and lower of the short vertical border, framıng the eft extension
of the archivolt. The braids co1l tangently the intrados and extrados 4S

interlace, forming the cırcles, which contaın small roundels. The pattern CIOWNS
the unıque ateral wındow of the W Eest subsidiary chamber of the south conch.

The design exhibits TLLNOTEC complicated Lreatment of the ciırcles than the
forgoing ÖOI  e The cırcles composed of three concentrIic rngs [[U between both
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borders. They penetrate into ONEC another that in the cCenfre of each cırcle, 1ts
LW neighbouring OIlLCS Joım each other but, al the SAdI11C tıme, interlacıng wiıth it;
they 11 1ts inner such degree, that thıs AaPPCaIs 4S four dark tıny 1 OUIl-

dels, siıtuated Al the ends of 1ts horızontal and vertical AX1S. Remarkable 15 the
EXACLNESS ın the repartıtion of these elements iın cshadow al equal distance from
each other, the mıddle of the archivolt and also Sr equal distance
trom the GEeNTTE the borders. hus placed they make detectable the densely
interlocked constituents of the design, meanwhiıle they also diversify. hısE
mentatıon wıth the interlaced trıple ciırcles teatures OVer the arch-headed tirst-
STOFCY wındow of the south pastophory the eAst facade.

The or1ds ot interlaced threads hold ımportant place ın the geometrıic
frequent OIlC COnsısts of LW double-grooved threads runnıng into

Z1g9zag all along the archivolt. More precıisely, startıng from ONC of ItSs sıdes, they
IMOVC between both borders, but wıthout reachıng them. However, nearby they
pleat (Q VT themselves and torm something ike buckles whıiıch, arranged 1n z
parallel LOWS, determıne the outlines of the pattern. 'The threads ın their Z1g9zag
mMOVvıng intercross wıthın small cırcles, which emphasıze the AX1S of the archi-
olt 'The design enhances the archıng frame Over the first-storey wındow of the
CAST subsıdiary FOOIN), OPCH owards the nıche, adjacent the south conch
(fıg. 33)

More ample 15 the pattern designed the SAalille princıple of the intercross-
ıng double-grooved threads the blind arch above the STALUE of Saılnt Sımeon
the Younger whose pedestal r1ses OQV6T the window frame the WEeSst facade.
However, the knots, the threads tıe, AA larger and the plaıt they torm, INOTE

COMPaCL (figs. L/ 19) Besides thıs, they iınterlace wıth the threads runnıng
alongside the borders and thus the LOWS of the knots increase tour. The closely
interplaited threads that interlace knots aAICc the maın characteristics of the desıgn
which 15 remarkable tor the craftsmanshıp of Its carvıng.

The lattıcework 15 HIAOFE complicated the frame around the central wI1n-
dow of the south conch (figs. 14, 34) The orid 15 characterized by dynamic 1N-
rıcate of the double-grooved threads. Iwo braıids x OUut of the vert1-
cal borders of the frame: mOVvıng Into Z19zag opposıte each other, they meetTt al
the CEHLTrE; lace large buckle and turn back 1ın order NOot another buckle wiıth
the bordering braıids. In theır MOVvıng orwards and backwards they depict

whiıch, connected by the tour buckles, form cırcle. second paır of
braids Oopposıte SOCS the SaJImInle WaY but wiıth linear tracıng: Aat the cenire they 1N-
terpenetrate, shapıng small SQUAIC tilted Al torty-five degrees and turnıng back

the borders, iınterlace buckles between those of the first paır. Theıir tour po1nts
of CORTAGE represent the ends of SQUUaIC, also tilted, 1n the GEMHLTE of which large
buckle LECUIS, connecting the ciırcles that ATC accentuated by the small SUUAaFCS
wıthin them.
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Elsewhere, the paırs of braids formıng the circles Aı ın combinatıiıon wıth
z other double-grooved braids, which TIMOV.E 1Into Z1e&Zzag between the borders.
The latter ınterlace wiıth the bordering threads, ın alternation wiıth those de-
pıctıng the circles. In theır u the Z19Zzag ICS sımply each other 1n the
GEHLFES of the circles but, Al the SAUaInlE tıme, 4S 1ın the foregoing pattern, theır P —
ints of intercrossıng Al those of the trellisıng the borders, constıitute the four
ends of SQUAaALEC tilted AT forty-Iive degrees, whıile the buckle knotted by the
braids tracıng the circles AaDPDCaI>d 1ın the GEHLTE Finally the pattern reveals the
petitıve motits of interpenetratıng circles and tilted SYUarcs, which ATC discern-
ble ll around the frame of the central wındow of the apsıs (fig. 35)

The Z19Zzags of the double orooved threads A sed 1n less complicated
or1d. The decoratıve pattern shows clearer ıntertwınıng of the threads, which
IU between the intrados AF the extrados of the archivolt wıthout twısting wıth
the bordering 11C5. Movıng parallel into Z19Zzag the z threads intercross but
pleating iın each turn, they round the angles, Ahal that contributes the lıghtness
of the network. Placed NOr the south wındow of the aps1s, thıs delicate devıce
SOCS VCILY ell wıth the lettering dr the sıde

The repetitıve Z19Zzag combiıinatıons of the braids torm the marvellous plaıt
of the archivolt above the apsıs wındow the GC4sST. Iwo paırs of rıbbons
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posıte each other trom the z borders of the archivolt. The rıbbons of
the ONC, mOvıng parallel, iınterlace AT the GENELFE wıth the rıbbons of the
cond paır. As it 15 matter of the rıbbons, they Aa curved outlıne and
each ONEC iın ItSs FCLHTEN intercrosses the adjacent OINC and arch-shaped elements d
PCal there, which, Z01Ng OUuUtL ot ( another, tollow the of the extrados.
'The lower rıbbons, however, arrangsc theır angular pleatıng along the ınner bor-
der, and small roundels 4111 theır interspaces. wiısted cable frames the archivolt
trom below. 'The devıce 15 distinguished trom all the rest of the geometrıc 11C5

wıth ItSs style characterized by flat surfaces regardless of theır shape. The tret-
work stands OUuUtL wıth 1tSs tine workmanshıp (fıg. 35)

Vegetal rTrnNaments

The toliated rnNaments which A less CI OUS, also aDPCAaI 1n Oskı, A 15
shown the archivolts above the central wındows the facades of the tran-

SCPL. (In the south archıvolt, the plant pattern 15 VCLEY complicated: z haltf-
palmettes, face-to-face, ftorm budlike element oriented toward the intrados.
In m1ıd-way trom the borders theır stalks ıntertwıne wıth those of second
paır of half-palmettes, Seit back back wıth the ummıts orıented toward the
extrados. The stalks of the second paır FEEUTRAR upward convergıing 1ın elegant

and Joın tive-lobed palmette AL the extrados. Finally delightful ellip-
t1C motit 15 delineated by these stalks and the budlike element of the first paır
of half-palmettes. In the interspaces of these elliptic motifs, teuille-de-Lys ralse

al the ınner border 219 small offshoots Al the border of the archivolt
(tig. 14, 34)

Besides thıs the adjacent stalks of the neighbouring ellıpsıs AIC tastened wıth
ace-like STeEM, which apPCars A the level of the intertwınıng of the stalks of the
LW paırs of half-palmettes. In Its regular the stem t1es the stalks al
along the pattern an 1ts angle knots, developing 1n the mıddle of the desıgn,
f y the plant motits.

'The extens10ns of the archivolt Al C emphasızed wiıth zoomorphiıc motifs,
which ATC perfectly integrated wıth the foliated ornamentatıon. On the eft sıde
the carvıng W as sa1d be l107n bust, but 1t 15 AWAY trom the real ımage of the
anımal. Its ILLAaIlCc 15 drawn wıth the intention match the foliage surroundıng
the figure whıiıle 1ts natural pOosture 15 neglected. The decoratıve approach W as

HAT ımportant tor the representation than the realıstıic features of the lıon. The
anımal ust carved the right extensıion 15 quadruped herbivore, VCLY lıkely

antelope, 4S i often FECHTES be the antıthesıis of the lı10n An antelope 15 pCI-
secuted, tor example, by lıon in the anımal frieze ALl the ase of the 111 'The
assoclatıon ere of both anımals 15 apparently LMOTEC lıkely than the proposed
partnershıp of the lıon aM the A4SS 45 astrological emblems of the planets Leo an
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North conch, central wiındow

Its malevolent antıthesıs 7ua].? It 15 dıifficult aCCECDL that the carved lıon had the
symbolıc meanıng of the x00d and Its COUNLEFPAFL, of the evıl The lıon, which
devours the antelope ın the frieze contradıicts thıs ınterpretatıion. It 15 HIO

probable that the lıon incarnates the rute anı the antelope, the INNO-
On the other hand, the symboliıc meanıng W 4S NOLT always related the

representation of the anımals.
The central wındow of the north conch has ornamental trame but the lintel

1above 1t 15 riıchly decorated wıth Iyre-shaped motits (fig 56) The lyres ATC tor-
med wıth double threads Ar arranged radıally. bıg bud SULSCS 1ın the flare
of the Iyres, Z01INg beyond theır convolutions, whiıle LW wıth mınute helı-
GEs al the end Sprout OUuUtL either sıde of It These emergıing OutL of the
Iyres Al the border interweave wıth the neighbouring OIL1C5S, aN! o1ve rıse

pendant cluster of grapcCcS in the ınterspaces. At the SAUadIlNlEe tıme, double strıng
PaSsscCd alongside the lower border and plaıts knots wıth the bottom of each lyre.
Fınally the pattern brings mınd iınterlaced desıgn. In other reSPECLS, the
maın motit CAall be compared wiıth the tulıp, which 15 OIlC ot the favouriıte IT

of Islamıc ATE

Djobadze, Early Medieval Monasterıes In [a0, 176



147 Pıguet-Panayotova

U 411

FE  ®

.

N

\ #

% BT
\} —(-W‚—

.8
A I aa

AA

West facade, ılobed W1IndOW, detaıl

Figural decoratıons

The jambs of the SAalillec north wındow aiCc lanked wıth the reliefs of lıon an
bull (tig. 36) The anımals carrıed OUutTt 1ın flat mouldıng chow oraphıc desıgn,
especılally the stylısed IL1Aallc of the lıon, One 1n profile, which 15 eXpress1ıve wiıth
ItSs bıg teeth and ItSs snarlıng mouth. OWEever the volume 15 researched by the
carvıng in depth of the surface round the anımals. The bull 15 depicted wiıth the
head turned owards the viewer an ItSs Ou  NGceE wıth stretched horns reveals

naturalıstıic ettfect. Anımal representations had ALCGESS iın architectural
sculpture of the tenth CENTLUTY. 'The apotropalc meanıng of the lıon an the bull,
Sseit either sıde of the wındow 15 NOLT excluded.

The second STOFEYV wındow of the south pastophory 15 adorned wıth tıgural
pattern, which spreads 1ts lıntel wıth huntıng E,z either side of

DE ATC vazıng Its pınnate leaves. The Tree 15 wıth round that ifs
branches could NOLT stretch outwards ar the bottom. The wıde CGCLTVEES drawn ere
ATC the horns of both The right ()1IC 15 followed by thırd anımal, which
seemıingly 15 doe, the being VL weathered. AÄAt the eft COL11E6T. of the

hunter 15 kneelıing ATl tiıdıng hıs bow ready choot the VEr the Sag
(tig. 38)

Below the wındow second relief 15 carved, SQUUaILC 1n shape an ıke the
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35 South pastophory, second-storey W1INdOW, hunting

OILC, tramed wıth cable It represeCNts LW liıonesses devourıng Stag while
thırd smaller lıon, probably the offspring of the right OIL1LC, 15 MOVINg d WAdY
owards the GOFHEI. Here AS ın the Previ10us relief It 15 NOLT NECCECSSadL Y ook
tor symbolıc meanıng of the ımages. 'The themes assoc1ated wıth the huntıng
ıfe became tamılıar Georgıians, though theır orıgın 15 Sassanıan.

The unıticatıon of the different kınds of decoratıve motits achieves ItSs perfec-
t10N the archivolts of the bilobed wındow the W EeSst facade. Strikıng AT the
iıntermingled heads of the tıghting 10ness and bull,; the eft archivolt, iınte-
orated iın composıtıon wiıth coupled S-shaped fgures setit AT the springers.
These figures o1ve r1se z movıng half-palmettes Al 1ts ends and together they
call mınd the lovely heads of bırds Besides thıs, the lı1on cub behind the lıon-
CS5 brings OBE naturalıstic effect the pıcture (fig. 16; 37)

(n the right archivolt three oriffins”” balance the anımal motif trom the eft
sıde Iwo of them AIC standıng face face wıth twıg ın the mouth and holdıng
each other’s rontal PaWs. Theıir spread wıngs rounded Al the end, A drawn
wıth parallel delineations, but theır taıl wıth the SA”dliIllE orlıentatıon displays halt-

10 Farper, “'T'he Semurv”, The Metropolitan Museum of Art Bulletin, (November 95-
101
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palmette. The thırd oriffin behind the eft ( 15 smaller a! ItfSs stylised body,
WIngs an taıls ATC rendered iın oraphıc ILLAaNllleElT. However, the appropriate
the oriffins eagle’s heads al DaWS ATIC replaced wıth weakworked herbivorous
( 6S:; Apparently the INastelr W 4S NOLT acquaınted wiıth the image of
the fantastıc protectors. Adopted 1n FE OÖOTE t1imes by the local tradıtiıon, the Sas-
sanıan “sımurg” became favourıte of Georgıian 4asters

The S-shaped maotits E: the springers A treated wıth parallel CGCUTVEs in-
mMent wıth the decoratıve CX of the anımals. They AaPPCal equal Ia S17€ ın
front of each other al the COIMMNINMNON ınner springer of the bılobed arch, aN! wıth
theır toliated progenitors remınd us of the mOovıng heads of rabbits. The
S-shaped {1gures, which unıfy both of the design, Ar the AL tiıme, underlie
theVof the architectural detaıl. The bilobed archivolt 15 framed wiıth
wısted cable Aı ın Its spandrel split palmette r1ses OUt; tıllıng 1n the
der the pedestal of the Saınt Sımeon’s column above.

The tıgural representations rendered 1ın three dimensıions also eature the
facades A4AS the 1bove-mentioned Saılnt Sımeon 1n the bust the west bıg eagle
wıth outspread W1ngs, which 15 buryıng 1ts claws 1n ZOaL 15 represented 1above
the lıntel of the south Window, under the archangels Michael an Gabriel. 'The
eagle’s body rendered almost 1n the round sculpture 15 impressive wıth 1tSs COHN-

C1se tufts of down, ıke plates, arranged in overlappıng 1O0WS recalling the scales
of tish The OoOWnNn of 1ts Wwıngs 15 also rendered wıth plates but HAOTE elongated
than the body and SCH 1n layers, tollowed by the prımarıes (fıg. 14) (One

tendency ACCBNEBAaTEe the adornment of the facades wiıth pediment wiıth
three-dimensional fıgure, which the CASt; W as lıon, 110 entirely damaged
whıile the north, the reliefs of the lıon AN! the bull! substitute It.

(Io be continued 1n Volume S/, 2003


