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W/as there Nestor1an 15510171 Korea ”a°

Takıng 1NLO ACCOUNT the EX1SFIENCE of Nestorı1an tTI1eSs Chına durıng the
Tang and Yuan peri0d (7th 10°b Aan: 13:b 1 4th GEH:E respectively) A the AF 4]

close cultural LIES between Chiıina and Korea INaYy ask whether there W AS

Korea, LOO, Nestor1an 155101711 CVCMN the establishment of long term COIN-

munities! The Chinese termn 5  Z which 15 sed denote Christianıty the
Nestorı1an II'ISCI'IPUOH from X1an entered the Korean language wiıth
the S1ino Korean pronunaat10n ZVCONSY SVO however, 1TS uUuse 15 documented only

the early nıneteenth CENTLUFY and Can be traced back the becoming
known of the atorementioned INSCYN1PUON ftrom X1an Korea Nestorı1an iınflu-

uUDONN Ancıent Korea ave een assumed AT VarlOQOus places which 15 why
Kım 15 talkıng general WdY of nestori1anıschen Kontakten JDE Sıllazeit

[7th 1oth cent.]  »3 In the tollowıng the evidence which 15 brought orward

Korean and 1N0 Korean ave een transcrıibed according the rules tor LTaNSCC1P10N
sued by the Korean Mınıstry of Culture July 2000 In Case of personal and place the
COINIMMONMN spelling has een retaıned The authors A ındebted Prof Gerö Tübingen tor l1ıt-

references Prof Kım kındly BaVC CXpErT advıice the tollowing presentatıion

The whether Nestor1ı1an Manıchean Camnle Korea part oft the Buddhıist
Ga NOT be treated UuDOL ere. The Buddhıist lıbrary Al aelnsa T: Busan (restored by

Kıng Ko-1-JONS 1251 atfter ı1CS destruction by the Mongols ı obviously such WT1L-

111  > cf. the LECVICW of Lee (edX s  FEA E E R AF <}  rol E3 G H Z  A  s  Z [Goryeo
daejanggyeongpan bojoneul wıhan yichohaksulyeongu] (Basıc Studies the Preservatıon of the
Koryo Trıpıtaka) Hapchon The ae1nsa Koryo Irıpıtaka Instıtute 1996 Journal of Modern
Korean Studies 1996), 1306
(F Chung, 747 mo  p ME  el |Godae IMUNIMYCON OyOryusa/| (Hıstory of ncıent Cultural
Exchange), Seoul Sakyejul 2001 D: the document ı dates ftrom the of Kıng
Hyeon-JJOS&

Kım .‘Koreanısche Mıssıonen E 190 Relıgion ı Geschichte UN Gegenwart 4’ Tübingen
001, col 1686; sımiılarly Kım,  S |GyeonggyolJ, ı NIr  Oı  SBH yHAL
[Hanguk  Ö 15 mınjok munhwa daebaekgwasajeon (Encyclopedia oft Korean Culture 1), Seoul

P  N  X-  d [ Ungjın chulpan] 47 538 Kanso S Chung], SC E D4 Ik Z5 AL SE (Sılla
seoyeok 7yOryusa| (The Hıstory of Sılla-Arabıc Cultural Relations), Seoul: Dankook Universıty
Press 1994 18 Moule, Christians China before the YVCAY T5 O London SPEI 1930

reterred by Kım HE X FAr [Hanguk g1idokgyosa YCONSU (Hıstory
of the Korean Church 2 > Seoul Christian Lıiıterature Company 1971 28 CF AGTE
ftrom Korean book” telling about the arrıval of I  A from 'Ta chin (which the Koman
Orıent anı 5yrıa Chinese SOUrCES) ıth rel1g10us durıng the of CINDECTIOFK Taı-

OrChr 88 (2004)
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order corroborate thıs claım 11 be presented an It 11 be investigated
whether 0)8 NOLT Nestor1an ftor thıs OT later t1ime Caln valıdly be 4A5 -

sumed accordıng the present of knowledge. For clarıty’s sake the eV1-
dence 111 be divided ınto a) archeological and b) literary evidence.

a) Archeological evidence: The maın evidence adduced 1in the lıterature iın
tfavor ot Nestorı1an durıng the Sılla per10d cOnNnsısts 1ın everal remaıns
trom the ftormer capıtal of Sılla, Kyungyu, which 15 ocated ın the south-eastern
part of the Korean penınsula, and the nearby Buddhıist monastery Pulguksa. The
remaıns include z cross-shaped 1Iron amulets, STAaLLEeLtEe taken be image
of the Vırgin Mary and roughly ewn The amulets and sculpture
aV been tound 1ın KyungJu; the metal ıtems chow certaın sımılarıty wıth
cross-shaped Mongolıan amulets“, whiıle the sculpture’s desıgn apparently O€eSs
NOT AVe anı y parallel either 1n Buddhist Or Christian 1conography. The

has been discovered by NS Kım 1ın 1955 1n Pulguksa where 1t had been
sed tor magıical unt:| then regards these remaıns proof
of Nestor1an 1SS10N durıng the Silla peri0d but 1ın PeCceNnt times the 2S  1

avVve been clearly ICI E reluctant. Moftftett po1nts OuL that 1n CAase of the
1t 15 NOLT vVen clear whether the STIrUCILUre 15 be depiction of

OTr rather W asSs sed 4S buildıng element. According Chung the
maıns Cal neıther be dated definıtively NOT 15 1t possıble assıgn them the
basıs of theır 1conography. Kım, LOO, does NOLT regard them AS highly S1&-
nıficant®.

ot the Tang dynasty. However, thıs remark 1$ IMNOST lıkely dependent upON Chinese Or1g-
ınal and thus reters the Tang ‚y ct. loc. CIt..
CT the illustrations ın Saekı, The Nestorıan Documents and Relics IN China, Tokyo Ma-

1931 ıl 10ss (pPp 423s.) an Parry, Images 1n the Church of the Kast: The Evıdence
trom Central Asıa and (Chinar; 1N: Bulletin of the John Rylands Library 78 (1 ıll 6a (between

160 and 161) There 15 clear sımılarıty 1n shape and S17.€£ tound ın 1936 in Manchu-
12 hıs 15 dated towards the end otf the 13°h CenLt. and SCCH be related relatıve of Qub
Llay Khan, Naı-yen, who W as Nestorıian Christıian; ct. Saekı, Documenlts, pp.441s wiıth ıl 25
Moule, Christians, 134s ath 11 and the INAD 1n Kleın, Das nestorianısche Christentum

den Handelswegen UNCIH Kyrgyztan hıs DA 14. Jahrhundert Sılk oad Studies 3 >
Turnhout: Brepols 2000, 439 The S1Z€ of the Manchurian 15 4>x 4 CIIL, that of the Korean
CTOSSCS g  9 and 9  9 C: ct Saekı, Documents, pp.441s an S Chung, Ancıent, pD..3975

Marco Polo mentiıonsn the dominions ot Naı-yen >Cauly«; ct. ule (Irans:); The
00R of Ser Marco 'olo the Venetian Concerning the Kıingdoms and Marwvels of the Aast 17 1.ön-
don Murray 1903, 343 and Kım, Hıstory, pp-28s. hıs term 15 identified wıth Korea by

Cordıier, who, however, 1T HMCa reg10n wiıthın the northern halft ot the Korean
penınsula SINCE Korea herselt W as 1n ot vassalage the Mongols; ct. Yule, Book, 343
* Kım, Hıstory, p.2/7; Mottett, Hıstory of Christianity ın Ası1a Beginnings LO 71500,
San Francısco: Harper 1992 462 According Chung, Ancıent, 593 and
Kım, E  Wr  —o  Ho SM  q  _ [Dongbang o1idokgyowa dongseo munmyeong| (Eastern
Christianity and AaSL- W  er culture), Seoul 7} A| NM (Kkachıi geulbang] 2002, 239 the
W asSs tound 1n 1965

Oh: HE a S Z S Aa 3 T  [a [Hanguk gidokgyosa Hanguk oyeongyOSsa| (Hıstory
of Christianıity 1ın Korea Hıstory ot Nestor1anısm 1n Korea), Seoul,; E S |Hyeseon



Was there Nestor1an m1ss1ıon ın Korea?

The tindiıngs trom An-shan 1n southern Manchuria S> MOST probably NOLT

Korean. These remaıns consıst of everal clay-crosses which WEeICcC discovered 1n
9727 insıde tomb that the basıs of CO1NSs (1} be dated ın the tiıme between 998
an 1006 The sıte 1n question W 4S situated upON Korean terrıtory three hundred

earlıer, but 1in the YCal 1000 had already been occupıed by Manchurıian
tribes’.

VWhıle, therefore, the An-shan tindıngs CAMNOr be taken A4Ss eviıdence tor Nes-
torı1an ın Korea, in Casec of the ıtems ftrom Kyungyu aM Pulguksa
Christıan orıgın Ar least CAaNNOTLT be excluded®.

b) Lıterary euLidence: 'The atorementioned 15 oft opınıon that the
ancıent Korean hıstory W0rk3 Samguk Yusa and Samguk Sagı (beginnıng of 1zth
and 13°h GE respectively) cshow [FaGces of Christian influence  9  S In thıs COMNMNEC-

t10on he Aat tirst recogn1Zzes theistıic elements 1ın Mahayana Buddhısm during the
Sılla per10d, the Or1g1Ns of which he trıes back by analyzıng repOrTS o1ven
about the studies of famous Korean monks 1n Tang Chına The ınfluences he 45 -

Nestor1an Christianıity AVE had upON Buddhısm of the Sılla peri0d
AT ©- Christian colors sed 1n Buddhism, the theıistic ıdea of personalN-

ent God, angels, answered Praycrs an miracles, repCNTLaANCE of SINS; afterlife
and the ıdea of hell, M1SS10N, Christian elements 1ın Buddhıist worshıp, bıblical

munhwasa] 1973 242-290; Mofftett, Hıstory, p.462 n. 86; Sß Chung, Ancıent, D-329;
Kım, FEastern, 239 The presentation iın England, “ °he Farliest Christian Commun1i1-

t1es 1n Southeast and Northeast Asıa: An OQutline oft the Eviıdence Avaılable 1n Seven Countrıes
Before 1500 In Misszology 19 1991 208s and id., The Hıdden Hıstory of Christianity
ıIn Asıa The Churches of the Ast Before the Year 1300 Delhi/Hong Kong: 1998, 104
ollows that of ()G_ V Phılip, AstZ Euphrates, Delhi 1998, 161s depends
the remarks o Mofttett.
( Saekıi, Documents, pp-.440s ıth ı1l 2 9 Mottett, Hıstory, p.461; SI Chung, Ancıent, 597
Philıp, Euphrates, 161 ollows the presentatiıon of Mottett. The CTOSSCS5 ATC sımılar in shape
the trom Pulguksa; they aIC, however, made OUT of clay, NOLT

Gordon, “Some Recent Discoverıies 1n Korean Temples and theır Relationship Eastern
Christianıty”, 1 TIransactıons of the Korea Branch of the Royal Asıatıc Socıet'y (1914), 1-39
1$ ot opınıon that Christianıty CR Korea AS early 4S ın the 5Eh CENHE hıs opınıon 18 based
uUDON the alleged USC of motits from the Bıble and primıtıve Christian lıterature 1n the ATı of K 5-
1CAall Mahayana-Buddhiısm. Gordon taıls, however, cshow direct lıterary and iconographic
dependencıes, which 15 why these allegations ave be consıderedCIl The SA\AdILlC TESUM-
ably holds Lrue tor the “cave-church” mentioned 1n Holderoft, Into AI the World, Philadel-
phıa: Independent Board tor Presbyterian Foreign Mıssıons 19/Z 50S., quoted by England,
in Missiolog'y 19 1991), p.209 Holderoft’s work W as NOT avaılable the present authors.
Chung, Ancıent, 59485 poıints OUL that the alleged Christian rather estern intluence upON
Buddhıist Aartı oft the Silla peri0d Oes NOTLT necessarıly ave be due Nestori1anısm Since there 15

broad Hellenistic substratum which entered Buddhist art through the Gandhara style.
O 9 Hıstory, p:242+290. England, 1: Misszology 19 (1991), p. 208 and 1d. Hıstory, SS

Oh’’s assumpt10ns; ct. Iso Chung, Ancıent, SS For characterizatıon ot the sa1d
history works ct. Pratt/R. Rutt, “Samguk ean  Yusa In: d Korea: Hiıstorical AAan Cultural Dic-
EL0NATY), Rıchmond: Curzon Press 999 pp-400s. and 11d., “Samguk Sagı In: loc. eit:, p. 400 An
Englısh translation of the tormer 15 avaılable 1n Ha/G Mıntz (trs.), Samguk-yusa. Leg-
ends and Hıstorıes of the Three Kıingdoms of Ancıent Korea, Seoul Yonse!1 University Press 19772
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motifts 1ın Buddhıist legends. However, 1n the aforementioned works there AT

explicıt references whatsoever the of Nestorı1an Christıians ın Korea
during the Sıilla per10d. The alleged simılarıtıies ın CONTLENT A hard verity and
o1ven the ex1istence otf theıistic elements in Buddhism at that tiıme these MUST NOLT

necessarıly result trom Christian influence. 51 Chung poıints Out that GV G1

though there AIC direct borrowıings 1n Buddhısm trom Christianıity thıs 15 NOT
1Öproof of Nestor1an M1SS10Nary actıvıtiıes

Apart trom thıs doubtful evidence there 15 real ınt AT the of Nes-
torı1an Christian 1n Korea duriıng the Koryo per10d 402148 cent.). Lt 15 COIN-

taıned ın the Chinese hıstory work Aa (Yuan-shı; in Sıno-Korean pronuncı-
atıon Won $a) which W as compiled 1in 369/70 by Chinese scholars and COM

prises the t1ime from Genghıiıs han the downtall of the Yuan dynasty 1ın
136811 In ch 134 thıs book contaıns the biography of Mongolıan officıal by
the of G1Wargıs wh worked tor 4E  4T  Z (ın Sıno-Korean pronuncı-
atıon Jeong dong haeng SeONZ), intermediary ABCNCY between the Yuan ad-
mınıstratıon and the Ooryo OVErTNMENT, and 1ın thıs posıtıon 1ın 300 triıed
abolish hereditary slavery 1n Korea. As Kım remarks thıs could avVe been
motivated 4S ell by interest of the Yuan dynasty 1ın weakenıng Koryo GE

OIr but in regard of thıs officıal’s clearly Chrıstian AT It Can be assımed that
4S Christian he generally rejected slavery. However, hıs efforts WEIC rather
successtul SINCE he stayed only tor chort time 1n Korea

The lıterary evidence tor the of Nestor1ans 1n Korea 15 theretore lım-
ıted the OTte about iındıyvıdual’s STaYy duriıng the Mongol period*?.

As result the tollowing (  $ be ascertaiıned: In regard ot the tindıngs ftrom
Kyungju and Pulguksa Christian orıgın CARNTO be excluded. However, the

10 &} S. 1 Chung, Ancıent, pp.5975-59
(* Kım, Eastern, 239 historical SOUTITCEC the Yuan-shı 15 obvıiously relhable 4 die
Umstände seıner Abfassung haben] azu geführt, da{ß viele Unterlagen A4US der Yuan-Zeıt LL1UTr

wen12g überarbeitet In die endgültige Redaktion aufgenommen wurden, da{fß historisc BC-
sehen dem Yuan-shı eın hoher Quellenwert zukommt”; Franke, “Yuan-shı1”, 1: Kindlers
Neues Liıteratur Lexikon 19 München Kındler 1992 p. 850

1 (S$ Kım, Fastern, Dp:;Z398i
13 In regard ot Islam there 15 somewhat INOTEC SOUTCE mater1al: The exıstence of Islamic cCommun1-

t1es during the Koryo per10d 1$ PTOVCI,; ct. Henthorn, Korea: The Mongol Invasıons, K 1
den: Brill 1963, 7 9 quoted by Rossabı, “The Muslıms 1n the Early Yuüan Dynasty”, 1:
Langloı1s, Jr. (ed.), China under Mongol Rule, Princeton: Princeton Universıity Press 1981,
D: 274 Grayson, Korea. Relıig10u5 Hıstory, Oxtord: Clarendon Press, D: 232 Henthorn’s
work W as NOLT avaılable the Present authors. Apart trom that there AdIiC Man y hınts al
between the Islamıc and Sılla cıvılızatiıons; ct. Grayson, Korea, p.232 and Kanso S Chung],
Sılla-Arabic, passım. Korea W as known rab geographers S1IncCe the second halt of the nınth
CENLUFrY under the Aallle of al-Sıla and Korea’s veographical posıtıon 1$ recorded Idrisı's
world INaD trom the tweltth CENTLUFY; cf. Chung/G. E Houranı, “Arabh Geographers
Korea”, 1: Journal of the Amerıcan Oriental Socıety 58 (1 pp-658-661 and Kanso S 1
Chung]; Sılla-Arabic, 143



Was there Nestorı1an 1SS10N iın Korea? 33

question of theır ate and TFTOVECNANCE 15 still OPCH debate. Up untı| C‚ the
only known lıterary reference Nestor1an Christians 1n Korea 15 tound 1n the
Chinese hıstory work (Yuan-shı; Sıno-Korean Won-sa). Sınce the ep1isode
which 15 reported ere takes place durıng the Mongol per10d owards the end of
the thirteenth CENTUFCY and 1ın regard of the sımılarıty between OC of the GCEOSSES

from Kyungju and of the SATIL1C dAnC from northern Manchurı1a It
lid A4ASSUTNC that the findings trom Kyungyu an Pulguksa ın fact ate trom the
time of the Chıinese Yuan ATı Korean Koryo dynasty respectively. Nestorı1an
NTACTS, theretfore, Cal be assumed AVE taken place, ıf NOTLT durıng the Sılla
per10d, then Al the time of the Koryo dynasty, CVEN though they CARHRTIOT be called

mıssıon iın the strıct of the LEL}
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Cross-shaped Iron Amulets trom Kyungju
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Alleged Statue of Vırgin Mary trom KyungJu
9  X  ‚  >  ‚


