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Christine Chaillot, 'The Ethiop1ian Orthodox Tewahedo Church Tradıtion.
Briet Introduction 1tSs Lite an Spirituality, Inter-Orthodox Dialogue, Parıs
20072 ISBN 83_85368-98-1

AÄAt first sıght, OILLC mıght thıink that thıs subject has already een ell covered relatively recently
by ırsten Stoffregen-Pedersen’s Les Ethiopiens, published by Brepols ın 1991 In tact, the
15 sufficıently ditfterent tor the book under FeV1eW offer excellent complement Sıster
Kırsten’s work, tıllıng OUuUtL the pıcture wiıth INalıy etaıls. The word ‘tradıtion) in the title
reflects the tact that the Eriıtrean church, 1O patriarchate, an the dıaspora churches,
ATC included, but in tact the book deals largely wiıth the Ethiopıan anı Eritrean churches today,
wirth only brief hıistorical

Atter number of introductory etters ftrom Orthodox prelates and brief geographical, historical,
ethnıc and lıngu1stic Introduction, includıng SOINC relig10us statıst1cs, the tirst chapter otfers
brieft hıstory of Ethiop1a from prehistory the modern day It oes NOL supply MIOL6 than
incıdental detai:l] about the history of the Ethiopıian church Chapter outlines the Y of the
five IN  ; who ave held office patriarchs of the Ethiopıan church, and the church organısatıon
1n both Ethiop1a and Erıtrea, ıth theır Varıo0us departments of admıinistration.

found chıs book especlally useful and interesting trom the poıint of 1eW of Its the
dıaspora of the Ethiopian Church, described 1n the thırd chapter, ‘Mıssıon and Dıiaspora’. The
diaspora atter the tall of the empıre 1n 1974 has has the intrıguıng ONSCYUCIICE that the EO has
become world church, wiıth dioceses, CVENn ıt only wıth small populatıons of the faıthful, trom
Australıa the USA and Carıbbean, and trom Europe South Atrıca and the Miıddle East.

Wıthın thıs theme the posıtıon of the Rasta communıty 15 inevıtably OIlC of exceptional ınterest.

Wıshıing asSsOcC1ate wıth purely Afrıcan, anı ancıent, church, which W as the church
which theır mess1anıc fıgure, Ras Tafarı, the late Emperor Haıile Sellassıe, belonged, the Rastatfar-

1ans nevertheless CALHG AaCTOSS the stumbling block that the CMPCIOK ıimseltf denied the mess1ianıc
posıtıon they maVC hım, and, though the hıghest ın rank, W asSs ultımately merely another member
of the Ethiopıan Orthodox communıty. The Ethiopıian church 1n the Carıbbean, anı 1n Europe,
reCelVves Rastatarıans who aAaCCEDL thıs Chaillot C1ıtes ONEC who SAa the ate emperor s real sıgnıfıcance
NOTL 4A5 deıity, but figure wh‘ could ead black people back Christianıty.

Miıss1ıonary work, past and present, 15 briefly deseribed. hıs LOO 15 interesting phenomenon.
mysel{ ave attended, wıth Ethiopian CONVert frıends, SOIMNC of the ‘born-agaın’ Protestant

Sservıices 1n Addıs Ababa, an wıtnessed the extraordınary vigour of these 1E churches. The
Orthodox church, Chaıillot tells u 15 reacting thıs wiıth spread of Its OW. M1SS10Nary
endeavour. Qutside the work of ONEC LW metropolıtan bishops an number of monks 1ın the
past, the Ethiopıian church has NOL een VeCLY CONSPICUOUS tor ıts M1SS10Nary work, conversıon
otten being the CONSCYUCIHICC of by the rather than alLY relig10Us convıction.

Chauillot’s tourth chapter, the Sunday School 1$ also fascınatıng. It chows how
NGT.: ILa Y students managed organıse discussıon teachıng STOUDS under the IN OST

ditticult cCırcumstances, and how such SroOUDS eventually CAalillec torm significant natıonal
asSsOcC1atıon recognised by the patriarchate, Mahebere Kıidusan. Here and 1n other Chaıillot
adds verYy usetul contribution by cıtıng verbatım the of Ethiopıians about theır 1mMsSs
and aspıratıons.

briet lıterature 15 tollowed by 67 church teachıng. hıs provıdes tull
AC6COUNT of the tradıtional teaching schools of the church, ıth 1ts specı1al teatures of emmd an
GENE, There 15 Iso section the lıfe of the students who attend these schools, and the
modern theological colleges that aVe een seit 1n parallel the tradıtional schoaols.
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Iwo chapters describe the lıturgical an spirıtual ıte of the church, while the tinal chapter 15
evoted monastıc lıte There 1s deal of detaıl, which, Aas 1ın other chapters ot the book, 15
inevıtably presented in the torm of lıst wiıth briet OmMMECNLar each point. These chapters A

quıte comprehensıve 1n the informatıon they offer, reservoIırs of intormatıion ()I1 al aSPECTS of the
themes ot theır titles.

In Su. excellent SOUTCE book, anı wrıtten ın the rather unexcıitiıng LLLAaTNlNETr of such books
EXCEDL where It alıve ıth the Cıtatı1ons of the taıthful. ftound VE lıttle complaın about
1n the wriıting (ExcEDpL tor people being expulsed instead of expelled). Small black an whıite
ılustrations abound, NOL captioned, which 15 p1Ity, but ıth captıon 1st al the back There also
ATIC the Ethiopian alphabet, several MaPpS, graph showıing the church Organısatıon, plans of
typical churches, substantıal bıbliography, and SOMMMEC usetul addresses.

Stuart Munro-Hay

Wiıilhelm Baum, ÄAthiopien un! der Westen 1mM Mittelalter. Die Selbstbehauptung
der christlichen Kultur oberen Nıl 7zwischen dem iıslamischen Orıent un:
dem europäischen Kolonialismus (Eintührungen 1n das orjentaliısche Christen-
u 2); Klagenfurt (Verlag Kıtab) ZOOT. ISBN 3-902005-06-8, TF Seiten un
16 Farbtaftfeln

Nachdem der Autor bereıits mi1t Wel Erscheinungen, dıe den Orıens Christianus berühren, her-
vorgetreten IS legt 1U eine weıtere Veröffentlichung VOL. S1e kann aber ach näaherer Be-
trachtung 1U gemischte Getühle hervorruten. Nıcht L1UTr weıl VO eiıner Lektorierung aum och

B spuren 1St dıe ahl tehlerhatter Wortverdrehungen, das Auslassen un! Verwechseln
VO Buchstaben 1z.B ‚y »VOI1« den Brincken, wiırd die Kölner Mediävıstın » Van«...| 1Sst
orofß, da{fß I1  — VO eıner Aufzählung Abstand nehmen mufß), sondern weıl auch dıe » Wıssen-
schaftlichkeit« wünschen übrig lafßt. Es tindet sıch keine siınnvolle Transkrıption VO oriıentali-
schen Sprachen, z B Kuschiten/= PCIS Kusa |korrekt: Kuéaya]2‚ X »Habasha« arab
al-HabaSa], d.y der allgemeın bekannte Herrschertitel wırd VO Baum als »Negusa N:  «
angegeben (S Z W 4S eıne Verballhornung des Hammerschmidtschen Vorschlags: negusa nagast
bedeutet; ber auch die Umschreibung des Griechischen 1sSt mangelhaft S 1 „ 0.) Der
autende Text vermischt legendäre Berichte mı1t historischen Fakten (Z. weıl eıne klare
Abgrenzung der Strukturen un Formen nıcht vorhanden 1St. Dıi1e Toponomastık 1St L1UTr lückenhaftrt
erklärt; die angebliıch berücksichtigte Lıteratur, die nde des Buches leider nıcht ımmer
korreke zusammengestellt worden 1St, erscheint mehr zufallıg als systematisch; viele wichtige

(1) Dıiıe Verwandlungen des Mythos VO Reıich des Priesterkönigs Johannes. Kom, By-
anz un dıe Christen des riıents 1mM Mittelalter, Klagenfurt 1999 (Verlag Kıtab); Z
mıiıt 1etmar Wıinkler und einem Beıtrag VO Mantred Hultter: IDIS apostolıische Kırche des
(Ostens. Geschichte der 508 Nestorı1aner (Einführungen 1n das orjentalische Christentum
Klagenfurt 27000 (Verlag Kıtab).
Gernot Walser, Die Völkerschatten auf den Reliefs VO Persopolis, Berlıin 19266; 9 $
sıehe auch Pıotr Scholz, Ethiopia an +he AB Observations CONLACEFES along the southern
“cIlb route” 1th partıcular regard for Aancıent Oriental an Iranıan SOUTCES, 1In: Claude Lepage
(Ho:); Etudes ethiopiennes (Actes de la E conference ınternatıonale des etudes ethıopı1ennes
Parıs.Z Out I) Parıs 1994, 53-59
Julius Adisfalg 1St nıcht Autor sondern Mitherausgeber / mıt Paul Krüger (T)] des KAWGCO:


