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The Montanısts A the Jubilees Calendar

For the last z GEHEHTIES church hiıstoriıans ave een puzzled A4aSs why the
Montanısts WT' much derided by the Church Fathers The charges a1d
agalınst thıs which Asıa Mınor the second half of the
second CENLUCY of the Common Era )E SGCII them be somehow
exaggerated However, SUSgESL that the Church Fathers VV right theır
condemnations; the Montanısts WGTE iındeed breakaway of the
LYpeC because they employed different calendar from the rest of the Christian
OMMUNIT In thıs article endeavor chow that the Montanısts adopted
the Jubilees calendar an by thıs DG they caused CL IOULUS schism the early
church

For SULVCY of research one thıs and Iso HE ideas, GE Wılliams,
1989 The Orıgn of the Montanıiıst Movement Soczological Analysıs Relıigion 19 No
AB3572
Dıiscussing the MAaLiLer of ditferent calendar calculatıon by the SECCTAF1I1ANS of Qumran,
Shemaryahu Talmon
Among the ACTS which estranged the ONS oft Lights trom NOrMAaLıIvVve Judaısm, specı1al IımMpOrtance
attaches theır adherence calendar NOL iıdentical ıth that of the mother COMMUNIT No
barrıer AaDPDCaL> be LLLOTC substantıal an fraught wıth heavıer CONSCYUCICE. than ditterence

calendar calculatıon An alternatıon oft AILY E ot the dates that regulate the COHTSE of the
VCar inevıtably produces break of communal lıfe, LILLD LLL the ordınatıon between
the behaviour of [11Aall and hıs tellow, and abolishes that synchronization of habıts and aCcCLıvılıes
which the toundatıon of properly functioning sOc1a! order Whosoever celebrates hıs CO W

abbarth aM does NOL observe the testivals of the yCal the S A Liıme 45 the OMMUNICY
which he lives, FGLHOVES himselt from hıs ellows and CECAaSECS be member of the socı1a| body

whiıch he hıtherto belonged 'Thıs rule Iso applıes other Jewiısh history
introduce changes calendar calculatıon the first being attrıbuted Jeroboam ben Nabat
One I1LAY venture Sa y that the devıiatıon trom the calendar accepted by the NOrTMAaLLV.

OMMUNITLY W d4As tor the Dead Sea ect 1T W as tor other dissıdent SITOUDS such 4A5 the
Samarıtans and the Karaıtes S12N and symbol oft theır disobedience towards the CONLtEMPOFrarYy
publıc leadership of Judaism an of theır dissıdence ftrom the body polıitic Their OpPONENEIS
rightly interpreted thıs AGT proclamatıon of cıvıl revolt
Talmon Shemaryahu 1958 The Calendar Reckoning of the Sect from +he Judaean Desert

163 Scripta Hiıerosolymitana 162 199 Jerusalem The Magnes Press
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The Jubilees Calender

The SOITGE of the Jubilees calendar 15 LW books wrıtten durıng the Second
Temple Period. hıs per10d, which started in the yCal BAl Before the Common
Era wıth the FELrn of the first contingents of Babylonian exıles and
ended wıth the destruction of the Second Temple 1in the YCal 0 E: produced

Vast number of Jewiısh writiıngs, them the Ethiopic Book of) Enoch
A Jubilees. Both books ave survıved EXTLANL only in Ge’ez, the lıturgical
language of the Ethiopıian Church.

'The Aast Enochic lıterature had originated trom (Jenesis TE

Al the days of Enoch CATIN 21635 Enoch walked wıth God; then he W 4S IMNOTC, tor
God took hım Tanakh "The Jewiısh Publication Socıety translatıon,

hıs Cryptic tOXT, asserting that Enoch, SO of Jared Al tather of Methuselah,
lıved 4S Ial y 45 there aAIC days 1n solar VYCal aM that he ascended
heaven be wıth God, aroused AMOUNT of ımagınatıve wrıting,
startıng already 1n antıquıty the Middle Ages.

Enoch 15 collection of wrıtings of diıverse SCNTCS, composed durıng the
last three centurıes The wrıtiıngs deal wıth Enoch’s 4SGENL heaven
and the PCTEIS revealed hım whıile he 15 there. The book had had tremendous
inftluence the early church but from the fourth CENTLUCY O  9 1t oradually
began be discredited an W as tinally banned by the Church Fathers. It has
urvıved CXTANT only 1n the Ethiopian Church, where IT 15 consıdered canonical.
In the eighteenth CENLUFYV, Scottish traveler, James Bruce, brought CODY of
It from Ethiopia an 1n the CX CENLUCY German an Englısh translations
WEITIC made

Details of calendar AIC o1ven 1n that part of Enoch which 15 known A the
Book of the Courses ofthe Heavenl'y Luminarıes (chapters 2-8 hıs section
Z1VES detailed descriptions of the CGCOUISE of the SUlIl, the L11 O0OMN aM the STArS,
the Casomns of the VYCal, A  O After workıing OUuT the procession of the Su

through the gates: an ‘ wındows’ of the heavens, the author reaches the
obvıously conclusıion that solar YCal CONSsISts of 364 days. There
could be doubt that such distinguished astronomuical aVCIl, wh could
describe thoroughly, VveL inaccurately, the teatures of the unıverse, NECW

The tull title 18: These dIC the words regardıng the divisıons of the times of the law aM
of the testımonYy, of the EVeEenNTS of the y“  , of the weeks of theır jubilees throughout the

of eternity 4A5 he related (them) Moses Mt Sınal when he went recelve the
tablets the |aw an the commandmenr.s the Lord’s orders he had told hım that

he c<hould COILNNC the summıt of the mountaın.
The Book of Enoch. Charles, trans) 1893 Oxtord Clarendon Press.
Neugebauer, 1964. Notes Ethiopic Astronomy. Orientalia. D3 49-71
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perfectly ell that there AT 3651 days ın solar YCalr AI NOLT 364 Moreover,
the bırth of the Enochic myth 15 linked the bıblical which attrıbutes

Enoch lıfe-span of 3635
The assertion that yYCal has 2364 days 15 polemic, iıntended heighten

certaın relig10us aSPECL. In YCal of 364 days there aAIC exactly 57 weeks. In
calendar which 15 based such yYCal, al holıdays NOLT only the
Samne ate but also the SAaImnle day of the week To geL the number straight,
the VCal 15 divided into months each of 10 days an day 15 added

three months, each SCASOIN COompriIses of days, which 15 exactly 13
weeks. The four days ATC the equU1INOXES an the solstices. The 1 yYCal
STAarts AL the vernal equU1INOX.

hıs kınd of calendar 15 solar ONEC since 1t precludes AaILY consıderation of
the cycle of the 11100l Sınce antıquiıty, the Jews AaVvVe een usıng lunar-solar
calendar where the months tollow the 110OIMN cycle but the YCal 15 calculated
accordıng the solar eycle. The dıfference between these cycles 15 resolved
by the UuUs«c of intercalary months accordıng oıven frequency.

The Book of Jubilees, generally assumed be wrıtten durıng the second
CENTLULCY E adopts 364-day calendar, 45 proposed in Enoch

6:32 Now yYyOU command the Israelıtes keep the 1n thıs number 3164 days. hen the
VCal 11 be complete and It wıll HOL 1ısturb 1ts t1ime ftrom Itfs days trom ıts testivals because
everything 111 happen 1ın harmony ıth theır testimonYy. They 111 neıther mıiıt day LLCHE

ısturb Fa val
The author of /ubilees added meanıngs the ftour days:

6:23 (In the tirst of the tırst month, the tirst of the tourth month, the tirst of the seventh
month, an the tirst of the tenth month AT memorı1al days and days of the SC45S5OI115 They Ad1C

wrıtten OWN and ordaıned the tour divisıons of the yYCal eternal testımonYy. 6:24 Noah
ordaıned them 4A5 testivals tor hımselt throughout the hıstory otf eternıty wıth the result that
through them he had remiıinder. 6:25 On the tirst ot the tirst month he W as told make the
ark, and 1T the earth became dry, he opened (1t), and Sa W the earth. 6:26 On the tirst of the
tourth month the openıng of the depths of the abyss below WCIC closed. (n the tirst of the
seventh month 11 the openıng of the earth’s depth WG opened, an the began
OoOWn Into them. 6:27/ (In the tenth month the SUMMIt of the mountaıns became visıble, and
Noah W as very happy.

Thıs book W asSs also forgotten iın the West untiıl the nıneteenth CENLUFY. In
1844, Ewald published descrıiption of manuscrı1ıpt of /ubilees which W 4S

brought Tübingen by missionary trom Ethiopia. 'The first (serman
translation, by Dıllmann, W as prepared 1ın 1850-51 (Das Buch der Jubiläen
oder die bleine Genesis, Göttingen). An Englısh translatıon, one by

The Ethıopic ook of Jubilees. James VanderKam trans.) 1989 Leuven: SC\(
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Charles, appeared in 1895 The Ethiopzan Versi:on of the Hebrew Book of
JTubilees, Oxtord).

Fragments of the books of Enoch (in Aramaıc) AN Jubilees (ın Hebrew)
WEeICcC tound 1n Qumran. In the wrıtings of the SCCHhH scholars detected SOINEC

that InNay o1ve e4ASON believe that the who lıved there might
ave employed thıs kınd of calendar, hence the notion of the Jubilees calendar.

PrODpCI calendar needs procedure tor countıng the and /ubiılees
indeed offers such SYSTEM: IT COUNTS 1ın sabbatıical cycles of y  a
which 15 week, AT such weeks (49 years) A C jubilee. 'The tiftieth
VCar 15 the yYCal of Jubilee 45 commanded 1n Lev. Jubilees COUNTS the
tiıttieth yCar 45 the first VCal of the CX jubilee cy:cle > 1n practice, each
jubilee compriıses of an thıs number 15 added when summıng the
numbers of of alıVv o1ven number of jubilees. To ıllustrate thıs calculatıon
ere 15 ONC example taken trom /ubilees:

1015 Noah slept wıth hıs athers and W as burjed Mt Lubar 1n the and of Ararat. 10:16 He
completed 950 1n hıs ıtetime 19 jubilees, LW weeks and tive

The arıthmetic 15 sımple: years) 19 (jubilees) 931 (two weeks) +5
950
According Milik, there W as ull-blown renalıssance of Enochıic literature

1ın the early Christian communiıtıes an It (LE 1bout through the medium of
Greek translations. Some authors of the New Testament WCCIC famıliar wıth
Jubilees 20 Enoch:;‘ Jude qUOLES Jubilees dırectly. There Au testiımon1es
iındicate that Enoch enjoyed almost canonical STAatLus 1ın the early days of
the Church. According Charles, the Ebpistle of Barnabas, wrıtten NOLT ILLaLLYV

after 70 B cıted Enoch three tımes, twIıce 4S Scripture. Around 375
E Epıphanıius of Salamıs hıs book agaınst heretics, Panarıon, in

which he cıted /ubilees 4S polemic agaınst the Sethıians:
But, AS 15 1n Jubilees “'The lıttle Genesıs, ” the book CVCIMN contaıns the of
both Ca1ln’s an Seth’s WI1Ives the chame of these people who ave recıted theır myths

the woörld.

Mılık, Jözef 1976 The 00R of Enoch. Oxtord: Clarendon Press.
Charles, 1913 The Apocrypha an Pseudepigrapha. Vol I, Pseudepigrapha.

Oxtord: Clarendon Press.
(Ethziopic Apocalypse of) Enoch Isaac, trans.) 1983 In Charlesworth, James

(ed) The Old Testament Pseudepigrapha. London: Darton, Longman Todd
10 The 00R f Enoch Charles, trans: ) 1893 38 Oxford: Clarendon Press.
1 The Panarıon of Epiphanius of Salamıs. Wılliams, Frank trans.) 1987 Briull: Leiden.
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The Montanısts’ (/se of the Jubilees Calender

In hıs Ecclesiastical F11stOry), the fifth-century church historı1an SOZzOmenus
(Book NIL chapter 19) 12

The Montanısts, who A1C called Pepuzıts an Phrygians, celebrate the Passover accordıng
SLIrangc ashion which they introduced. They blame those who regulate the tiıme of observing
the teast according the CLE SE of the INOOI, an atfırm that 1t 15 right attend exclusively
the cycles of the SUl They reckon each month cCOnNnsıst of thirty days, and 2GCGOH DE the day
atter the vernal equınOX the first day oft the VCAarL, which, according the Roman method of
computatıon, would be called the nınth day betore the calends of Aprıl

The Montanıst W as ounded by Montanus ın the second halt of the
second CENLULY 1ın Phrygıa, which 15 1n central Asıa Mınor. By 1ts OW. members,
the W as called the New Prophesy. Pepuzıa W AaS small LOWN 1n
Phrygıa. Epiphanıus mentioned the SGGT under the Alllc Cataphryglians In
Phrygıa’) ın hıs Panarıon chapter 48

These people who ATC called Cataphrygians Iso aCCEDL al the Old an New Testament, and
acknowledge lıkewise the resurrection of the dead, but they boast of havıng prophet OI

Montanus, and Priscıilla and Maxıimuilla 45 prophetesses, ın adhering whom they ave turned
trom the truth. They belıeve what the Holy Catholic church oes concerning the Father and
the Son and the Holy Spirıt, but they ave separated themselves, adherıng spırıts of CL

an doctrines of demons, and sayıng, SE 15 the charısms LOO that MUST recelıve.)’

Whıile elaboratıng theır S1NS an doectrinal CTTOFS Epiphanıus
These people HEVELE as well deserted place 1n Phrygıa which W as GG CIty called Pepuza
but 1$ 1O razed the oround, and 5SaVv that there the Jerusalem trom above 15 comıng OWN.
So they oft there celebrate certaın mysterı1es 1n the place and sanctıfy <themselves>, AS

they SUDPOSC, For these people A1C 1n Cappadocıa LOO and Galatıa an 1n the Phrygıa mentioned
earlıer, that the SECT 15 called Cataphrygıan. But MOST of them AIC ın Cılıcıa aM Constantinople.

In the PassSdpicl quoted trom Sozomenus there AT three elements which indicate
that the Montanısts employed the Jubilee calendar: a) the calendar W as solar
ÖHNGC; b) they reckoned each month cCOnNsıIıst of thırty days; C) they consıdered
the day atter the vernal eqUINOX 4S the first day of the YCalL.

It 15 interesting OoOte that they consıiıdered March F3 (‘the nınth day
before the calends of Aprıl’”) AS the ate of the vernal eQqUINOX An NOTLT March
Z 4S expected. They WGLCE actually KOLFCE The Julıan calendar, which W as

adopted iın 45 F calculated yCal 45 3651% days, which 15 LOO long. The
15 117 mınutes anı seconds PCI VCal, which AaAMOUNTS almost OILlC ran

halt days 1n < centurıes an days 1ın 1,000 'The Montanısts

12 Sozomenus. Church Hıstory. Schaff, Phılıp al (trans.). 1957 Select Library of Nicene AAan
Post-Nıcene Fathers of the Christian Church. Vol I1 Grand Rapıds: Eerdmans
Publishing Company.
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WG actıve from the second CENLUFCY correction of LW days 15
reasonable.*

Sozomenus continued:
It W as thıs day Ithe vernal eqU1NOX]; they SaY, that the LW: lumiınarıes appoıinted for
the indıcatıon of times an WEIC created. hıs they AA by the fact that eight

the SU and the I10OIN mMeeTlt together 1n the Samlle pomnt of the heavens. The mMmOON'Ss cycle
of eight 15 accomplıshed 1n nınety-nıne months, anı 1n LW thousand ıne undred and
‚WENLY-LWO days; an durıng that time there ATC eıght revolutions made by the Su each
comprisıng three hundred an sixty-five days, and the tourth part of day (explanation
added)

The LEXT refers cycle of eight y  9 known 45 octaeterı1s, which W as sed
1in antıquıty o1ve valıd ınk between lunar an solar cycles. However, by
the second CENLUCY thıs calculation W as long outdated, replaced by
LNOTEC cycle of 19 devised about 4 3( by the SIroNOME
Meton of Athens. Consıdering the sophıiıstication the Montanısts dısplayed by
takıng into 2CCOUNE the small 1n the Julıan calendar, they TIHMUSE AVeE een

of the INAaCCUraCY of the ‘proof” described 1n the quotatıon 1above. By
thıs ‘Droo. they, perhaps, trıed COTTect ECEVECHA STOSSCI miıstake 1ın the
original calendar. In Enoch 74 16 read

In eiıght the days (add to) LW thousand eight undred thirty-two days, that 1t talls
behind by eight days 1n eight

The ditference of eıght days 15 the result of the schematıc solar yCar of 364
days. The Montanısts adopted the length of 3651% days aN! ‘corrected’ the old
‘mistake’ wıth better approxımatıon.

Sozomenus continued:
For they computed the day of the creatiıon of the SUu. mentioned 1n the Sacred Wrıt, ave
een the tourteenth day of the IMOOIN, Ooccurrıng atfter the nınth day betore the calends of the
month of Aprıl, and answerıng the eighth day prıor ıdes of the SAaImne month. They always
celebrate the Passover thıs day, when 1t falls the day of the resurrectlon; otherwiıse they
celebrate It the following Lord's day; tor 1T 15 wrıtten accordıng theır assertion that the
teast INa Y be held aV day between the tourteenth andytirst.

13 By the time the calendar W as corrected 1n the sixteenth CENLUFrY, the mistake accumulated
ten days. papal bull, issued by Pope Gregory I11 1n 1582, brought the vernal equınoxX
back March Z by omıttıng Fen days trom the calendar. In thıs WAaY, the day tollowing
October of that VCar became October 5 The Samnle calculatiıon INa y also explaın the date of
Christmas. Orıiginally, that holıday replaced ftestival of the Unconquered Sun Sol
Invıctus) celebrated the day of the wınter solstice, which 15 the twenty-second of December.
The tirst notice oft teast of the natıvıty of Christ occurred 1n the YyCal 354 of the Philocalian
calendar, which 15 336 At that tiıme the deviatiıon from the orıgınal ate W as already
three days. The people of antıquıty sed sundıals and WEeTC ell9 much MC than us,
when the wınter solstice OEGEEUTS.;
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In other words, Passover W as always celebrated Sunday, either the 6[h
of Aprıil (‘the fourteenth day of the MOON’) AILY ate atter it; later then
the 1 3th of Aprıil. SUggESL that the phrase ‘the tourteenth day of the moon’
cshould be read 4S ‘the tourteenth day of the month.?

The divıisıon of dates looks A ollows:

The first month of
the Jubilees calendar
March Z 28 29 31

vernal the first
equ1nOxX day ot

the yCal

10 2 15 14 15 16 E 18

10April
alends the tirst possible
of Aprıl ate tor celebrating

Passover

19 20

11 13
iıdes ot Aprıl
The last possıble ate tor celebrating Passover

According the Montanısts’ calculatıion, Passover STAarts the tourteenth of
the first month:; accordıng Jewiısh tradıtion, Passover STAarts the fıfteenth.
In Levıtıcus 5-6 read

In the tirst month, the tourteenth day of the month, 207 twılıght, there shall be
offering the Lord, and the titteenth day of that month the Lord’s Feast of Unleavened
Bread You shall GAaT unleavened bread tor days.

As 1t 15 clear from thıs FEXT,; the fourteenth of the first month 15 NOLT consıdered
be part of the holıday. The BEXTE of Jubilees INAaYy be interpreted 1n such

WaY that the fourteenth 15 already day of holiday:
49:1 Remember the commandments whıich the Lord KAVC yOUu regardıng the that
yOUu INay celebrate 1It 1ts time the tftourteenth of the first month, that yOUu INay sacrıtice 1t
betore evenıng, and that they INaY e4r 1t nıght the evenıng oft the titteenth trom the
time of SUNSET.

The Montanısts had theır ranks maJor church figure, Tertullian, wh
Joıned the somet1ime before FTO Tertullian consıdered Enoch
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Scripture, fact that INa Yy explain the Montanısts’ adoption of the Jubilees
calendar. In hıs treatise On the Apparel of Women Tertullian dealt wiıth,

other tOp1CS, the orıgın of temale ornamentatıon, tracıng 1t back the
angels wh had tallen, motit which AaPPCars in Enoch Being that hıs
arguments WEeIC controversıial, Tertullian (chäap.:

that the Scripture of Enoch, which has assıgned this order (of Actıon) angels, 15
NOL received by SOIMC, because 1t 15 NOLT admıtted into the Jewısh either. SUDPOSC they
did NOL thıink that, havıng een publıshed before the deluge, IT could aVve safely survived that
world-wide calamıty, the abolisher of all thıngs110  Landau  Scripture, a fact that may explain the Montanists’ adoption of the Jubilees  calendar. In his treatise On the Apparel of Women Tertullian dealt with,  among other topics, the origin of female ornamentation, tracing it back to the  angels who had fallen, a motif which appears in Enoch. Being aware that his  arguments were controversial, Tertullian wrote (chap. III):“  I am aware that the Scripture of Enoch, which has assigned this order (of Action) to angels, is  not received by some, because it is not admitted into the Jewish canon either. I suppose they  did not think that, having been published before the deluge, it could have safely survived that  world-wide calamity, the abolisher of all things ... If (Noah) had not had this (conservative  power) by so short a route, there would (still) be this (consideration) to warrant our assertion  of (the genuineness of) this Scripture: he could equally have renewed it, under the Spirit’s  inspiration, after it had been destroyed by the violence of the deluge, ... But since Enoch in the  same scripture has preached likewise concerning the Lord, nothing at all must be rejected by us  which pertain to us; and we read that “every Scripture suitable for edification is divinely  inspired.” By the Jews it may seem to have been rejected for that (very) reason, just like all the  other (portions) which tell of Christ. Nor, of course, is this fact wonderful, that they did not  receive some scripture which spoke of Him whom even in person, speaking in their presence,  they were not to receive. To these considerations is added the fact that Enoch possesses a  testimony in the apostle Jude.  As it is clear from this quotation, Tertullian not only knew and used Enoch,  he also considered it as Scripture. In the ‘Elucidation’ to this treatise, the  translator wrote that although Enoch is referred to frequently in the Patrologia,  of the Fathers only Tertullian pays it the respect due to Scripture.” Tertullian’s  arguments concerning the apparel of women could have been used also for  adopting another part of Enoch, namely its calendar.  As a millennarist movement, the Montanists might have counted jubilees.  However, since they were considered heretics, we know very little about  them and I did not find any evidence to indicate such usage. I also examiıned  material concerning ancient inscriptions found in Asia Minor but to no avail.  There is at least one certain case in Christian history where jubilees were  counted. Eusebius, the fourth-century church historian, used the jubilees  reckoning ın the second part of his Chronicle, also known as the Chronological  Canons. Eusebius’ work was translated into Latin by Jerome and has survived  extant in different versions to the present. On page one of one of the two  editions in front of me'® (from 1866) we read:  14  The Ante-Nicene Fathers. 1956. Vol. IV, p.15. Grand Rapids: WM. B. Eerdmans Publishing.  15  Ibid p. 26.  16  Eusebius of Caesarea.  Chronicorum Canonum libri. 1658. Amstelodami.  Chronicorum libri duo. 1866-75. Ed. Alfred Schoene. Berolini.1t oah) had NOLT had thıs (conservatıve
power) by chort r  u  9 there would still) be thıs (consıderatıon) ATTAaTl OUT asserti1on
of the gzenuıInenNeSs of) this Scripture: he could equally ave renewed {t, under the Spirıt’s
inspıratıon, atter IT ha een destroyed by the violence of the deluge,110  Landau  Scripture, a fact that may explain the Montanists’ adoption of the Jubilees  calendar. In his treatise On the Apparel of Women Tertullian dealt with,  among other topics, the origin of female ornamentation, tracing it back to the  angels who had fallen, a motif which appears in Enoch. Being aware that his  arguments were controversial, Tertullian wrote (chap. III):“  I am aware that the Scripture of Enoch, which has assigned this order (of Action) to angels, is  not received by some, because it is not admitted into the Jewish canon either. I suppose they  did not think that, having been published before the deluge, it could have safely survived that  world-wide calamity, the abolisher of all things ... If (Noah) had not had this (conservative  power) by so short a route, there would (still) be this (consideration) to warrant our assertion  of (the genuineness of) this Scripture: he could equally have renewed it, under the Spirit’s  inspiration, after it had been destroyed by the violence of the deluge, ... But since Enoch in the  same scripture has preached likewise concerning the Lord, nothing at all must be rejected by us  which pertain to us; and we read that “every Scripture suitable for edification is divinely  inspired.” By the Jews it may seem to have been rejected for that (very) reason, just like all the  other (portions) which tell of Christ. Nor, of course, is this fact wonderful, that they did not  receive some scripture which spoke of Him whom even in person, speaking in their presence,  they were not to receive. To these considerations is added the fact that Enoch possesses a  testimony in the apostle Jude.  As it is clear from this quotation, Tertullian not only knew and used Enoch,  he also considered it as Scripture. In the ‘Elucidation’ to this treatise, the  translator wrote that although Enoch is referred to frequently in the Patrologia,  of the Fathers only Tertullian pays it the respect due to Scripture.” Tertullian’s  arguments concerning the apparel of women could have been used also for  adopting another part of Enoch, namely its calendar.  As a millennarist movement, the Montanists might have counted jubilees.  However, since they were considered heretics, we know very little about  them and I did not find any evidence to indicate such usage. I also examiıned  material concerning ancient inscriptions found in Asia Minor but to no avail.  There is at least one certain case in Christian history where jubilees were  counted. Eusebius, the fourth-century church historian, used the jubilees  reckoning ın the second part of his Chronicle, also known as the Chronological  Canons. Eusebius’ work was translated into Latin by Jerome and has survived  extant in different versions to the present. On page one of one of the two  editions in front of me'® (from 1866) we read:  14  The Ante-Nicene Fathers. 1956. Vol. IV, p.15. Grand Rapids: WM. B. Eerdmans Publishing.  15  Ibid p. 26.  16  Eusebius of Caesarea.  Chronicorum Canonum libri. 1658. Amstelodami.  Chronicorum libri duo. 1866-75. Ed. Alfred Schoene. Berolini.But S1nCe Enoch ın the
S\AdIllC scrıpture has preached Iıkewise concerning the Lord, nothıng al all MUSLT be rejected by us

which pertaın U5, an read that ZEvery Scripture suıtable for editication 1S divinely
inspıred.” By the Jews 1T INa Y SC ave een rejected tor that (very) FCaSOTNl, Just ıke al the
other (porti0ns) which tell o Christ. Nor, of COUTSC, 15 thıs tact wondertul, that they dıd NOT

recelve SOIMNEC scrıpture which spoke of Hım whom CVECN in PEISON, speakıng 1n theır>
they WT NOL recel1ve. To these consıderatiıons 1$ added the tact that Enoch POSSCSSCS
testımonYy 1n the apostle Jude

As 1t 15 clear ftrom thıs quotatıon, Tertullian NOLT only NEeCW Al sed Enoch,
he also considered 1t 4S Scripture. In the ‘“Elucıdation) thıs treatıse, the
translator that although Enoch 15 reterred trequently 1n the Patrologıia,
oft the Fathers only Tertullian PayS 1t the reESPECL due Scripture. Tertullian’s
arguments concerning the apparel of could AVE been sed also tor
adopting another part of Enoch, namely 1tSs calendar.

As millennarıst the Montanısts might aVe counted jubilees.
However, Ssince they WTG consıdered heretics, NOW VeELIY lıttle about
them an dıd NOT find aILY evidence ındicate such also examıned
mater1a|l concerning ancıent INSCY1Pt10NS tound iın Asıa Mınor but avaıl.

There 15 Al least ONC certaın GCasSse 1in Christian history where Jjubilees MLE

counted. Eusebius, the fourth-century church hıistorı1an, sed the jubilees
reckonıng ın the second part of hıs Chronicle, also known 4S the Chronological
(CANnONS. Eusebius’ work W as translated into Latın by Jerome aN! has urvıved
CX FAn 1N dıtferent vers1o0ns the PreSsSENLT. On Pa OILLC of DG of the LW
editions 1n front of me (from 1866 read

14 The Ante-Nıcene Fathers. 1956 Vol 1 pAS Grand Rapiıds: Eerdmans Publıishing.
15 bıd 26
16 FEusebijus of Caesarea.

Chronicorum Aanonum brı 1655 Amstelodamı.
Chronicorum irı du0. 1866-75 Altred Schoene. Berolıinı.
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Apud Hebraeos,u ad natıyıtatem Abrahae, COMPUTtanNLuUr nnı mıiılle nongentı quınquagınta.
Vsque ad diluvium enım ab Adam, habent IDCLMI iındeU ad Abraham (KPDCH
Et iıdeo iıobelaeı natıvıtate Abraham OmMputantur. Vnus enım ıobelaeus quınquagınta
annnı SUNLT.

Eusebius sed the bırth of Abraham 4S yYCar number OIlC anl ftrom that time
kept counting the untiıl the twentieth YVCal of Constantıne)s reıgn, which
tollowing thıs chronology, W as the YCal 2345 In the second manuscrıpt (from
1658), read that durıng the eighty-first Jubilee (Iirom the creation of the
world D the yYCal of the z hundred and second Olympiıad, “JESVS
FILLVS DEI  I W as baptızed.

Another possible UuUs«c of the Jubilees calendar 15 the Gothic calendar, dated
later than the sixth CENLUFCY. Already 1in the nıneteenth CENLUrY researchers

became of the tact that of the < known months of the Gothic calendar
which ATIC SUCCESSIVE, each contaıned thirty days. The calendar could NOT aV
been the Julian calendar because then OMNC of those months cshould ave consısted
of thirty-one days. Neıither could 1t ave been solar-Iunar calendar because
1n that Case (QITE of the months should aVvVe lasted only twenty-nıne days.
However, It could aV een Jubilees calendar because ın that calendar each
month cOnsısts of thirty days.

In the IHAaLLer of the calendar, the Montanısts WEeIC the loosing sıde
During the second and thiırd centurıies there W as debate Christians
about whether Easter should be celebrated the ftourteenth of the first
Jewish month the titteenth. The ftormer method of reckoning W as

advocated by the so-called Quartodecıimans Fourteenthers' an the latter by
the Quintadecımans ‘“Fıitteenthers’. The Montanısts WTG the torerunners of
the Quartodecimans. Epiphanıus

From these LW which combıned wıth each other, the Cataphryglians and Quintillans Or
Priscillians, another SCCH, that of the so-called Quartodecimans, appeared 1ın the world (Panarıon,

17 The counting of Jubilees W as ‘resumed’ 1n February 2 9 1300 1n decree publıshed by Pope
Bonitace 111 proclaımıng that VCal 45 ubilee Year According Wetzer und Welte’?s
Kirchenlexikone1’ Jubilaeum, Freiburg 1M Breisgau: Herder’sche Verlagshand-
lung) the orıgınal ıdea W as celebrate Jubilee Year CVCIY undred but He such
Year W as celebrated already trom Christmas oft 1349 t111 Christmas of 1350 Later 1t W 4S

deciıded that the ınterval would be 33, indıcate the number of Jesus lıved, and
Since 1475 every 25 The Jubilee Year 18 st1l] celebrated by the Catholic Church
25 and specı1al OCCAS10NS. SUggESL that thıs CUSLOM W as established continuatıon
of the ancıent jubilees. would imagıne that the scholars, who 1n the late tweltth CENTLUrY
prepared the repOrt suggesting the iıdea of ubilee Year Pope Boniface, WT E tamıliar wıth
Eusebius’ book and the Catholic Church ‘Jubilee Year’ W as modeled hıs chronology
whiıch, 1n Curn, W as based on /ubilees.
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The question concerning the COTIFEeGL ate W as tınally decided AT the Councıl
of Nıcaea, 1n 525 1n favour oft the Quintadecımans, but 1t that NOT

everybody agreed and SOINC retaıned theır old WaY of reckonıng. Theır number
MUSLT ave een quıite large because Emperor Constantıne himself published
letter urging the dissenters tollow the maJorıty rule In that letter, reprinted
by Eusebius 1ın hıs Life of (Jonstantıne and by the {ıfth-century church hıstorian
Socrates (Church Hıstory, book chapter XXIU); read

It 1$ becomiıng order which the churches 1n the Western, Southern, and Northern of
the world observe, and SOINC places 1n the East Iso Wheretore al the present OCcasıon
have judged 1t right, anı ave pledged myselt that 1t 11 have the acquiescence of yOUr
prudence, that what 15 unanımously observed 1ın the CIty of Rome, throughout Italy, Afrıca,
an the whole of Egypt, 1n Spaın, France, Brıtain, Liıbya, and all Greece, the diocese of Asıa
aM Pontus, and Cilicıa, yOUr wısdom Iso will readıly embrace; consıderıing NOLT only that the
number of churches 1n the atoresa1ıd places 1S gyrealter, but also that whiıle there should be
unıversal HA 1ın hat 15 MOST reasonable, 1T becomes ave nothıng 1n COIMMMON

with the perfidious Jews  18
Nowadays, when printed and almost unıversally accepted calendar 15 hangıng

the wall, eed stretch OUT ımagınatıon the enormiıty of
held by those wh. control the setting of the dates an holy days. It 15

NOLT surprıisıng read that seceding SIOUDS often adopted calendar System
dıffering ftrom the mother-communities. The AGCT of changıng the calendar 15
NOT en: ın ıtselft but expression of breakıng AWAdY. However, whıiıle
ıdeological an doectrinal disagreements INAaYy disappear, calendar differences
A much harder reconcıle. The Montanısts’ adoption of ditfferent calendar
qualifies them 4S dissenting an the er1ıtic1ısm directed agalnst them 1n
antıquıty had x00d 1CasonNns

The calendar adopted by the Montanısts had SOILC features which iıdentitied
IT A Jubilees calendar: the calendar W asSs solar ONC; each month consısted of
thırty days; the day atter the vernal eqUINOX W as the first day of the YCalL:
However, they calculated the length of yCar ASs 3651 days an NOT 364 4A5 1n

Enoch

18 Socrates. Church Hıstory. Schaftf, Philıp et al trans.) 1957 Select Library of Nicene an
Post-Nıcene Fathers of the Christian Church. Vol IL: book chapter S OE Grand Rapıds:

Eerdmans Publishing Company.


