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Konstantın Tseretel; -2

promiınent representatıve of the Georgian school of Semıitıc studıes, Doector
of Philological Scıences, Protessor, Member of the Georgian Academy of
Scıences, Konstantın T seretel: W as born into the tamily of teacher 1n Tbilisi

February 1921 Upon finishing secondary school] 1n 1937 he enrolled al
the Philology Faculty of Tbilisi State Unıiversıity, whiıch he oraduated trom
wıth honours in November 1941, maJoring 1n (Caucasıan and Orıiental languages.
In 1941 he Joined the postgraduate CL TISE AL the Georgıian Academy of Scıences,
1n the speclality “ Semıit1ics (Hebrew-Aramaıic philology)”. He began deliver

ecture GEMILISE Biblical Hebrew October 1944, E Tbilis;i State (n
versıty. In 1945 Tseretel; began work AT the Department of Near-Eastern
languages of the Georgıian Academy of Sciıences Institute of Language (later
of Linguistics). Research 1ın Hebrew Studies largely dealt wıth Georglan-
Hebrew9 namely, by Juxtaposition of the Georgıian Biıble wıth the
Hebrew or1ginal, thıs being of specıal ımportance tor the study of Georgian
language an lıterature. The toundatıion W aS a1d ere tor the study of the
speech of Assyrıans residing 1n Georgıa. In 1946 Konstantın TIseretel; detended
hıs candıdate)s thesis in philological SC1eNCES, an 1ın 1956 he defended hıs
doctoral thesıis 1n the SaImnle tield

In 1950 he W ds awarded the scholarly title of Assıstant Protessor 4T 1n
1959 that of Proftessor, speclaliızıng 1n Semıitıc Studies. Sınce the toundation of
the Instıtute of Orıental Studies of the Georgıian Academy of Sciıences (1960)
he has directed 1ts Semit1ic Department. In 1991 Tsereteli’s inıtlatıve,
chaır of Hebrew-Aramaic Philology W as SEeTt 8 Tbilisı State Unıiversıity,
which he has led Ssince then.

In 1974 Tseretel; W as elected Corresponding member ot the Georgıian
Academy of Scıences, an 1n 1988 Member of the S4amne Academy. In 1993 he
W as elected Member of the Presidium of the Georgıian Academy of Sciences.

Tseretel;i W 4S member of number of academıc councıls. He W 4ds also
engaged 1ın publiıc actıvıty by partıcıpatıng 1n the work of Varıous yzovernmental
äl academıc cCOmMMISS1ONS an delegations.

He took actıve part 1in the work of the Georgıian Encyclopedia AS

member of 1ts Maın Scientitic Councıl. On the inıtlatıve an by cad
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Tsereteli’s effort, intens1ive teachıng of Oriental Languages has been introduced
in Georgıian schools, conducted by oraduates of the Faculty of Oriental Studies
of Tbilisı State Universıity. He W as acknowledged leader of Georgian Semit1ics
and the President of the Assocı1atıon of Georgian Orientalıists.

Living Aramaıc dialects hold specıal place 1n T sereteli’s scholarly work
IT W as precisely the key problems of Aramaıc dialectology which hıs Candı-
date  ’  S An Doctoral theses WT devoted. In thıs reSpECL mentıon should be
made of hıs tirst monograph ESSaY Comparatıve Phonetics of the Modern
AÄAssyrıan Dialects (reviewed by Johannes Friedrich, (JLZ 1961 64)
an hıs Materıials Aramaıc Dialectology, vol (Tbilisı, 1965), 1ın which the

HS supplıed wıth translatıon an Along wiıth these dialects, he
has studied and published Aramaıc dialects preserved the terrıtory of Syrıa
and Lrag. These publications WEeTIC based the dıalectological mater1a|l vathered
by the author during hıs scholarly mM1ss10ns abroad, carrıed O11 Al Varıo0us
times. Tsereteli’s basıc work (1 yammMAar of the Modern Assyrıan Langunage
CI OUL 1in 1968; aTt OLG claiımıng the attention of specıalists. The SITLGELLTE

of Modern Assyrıan 15 presented 1n the book, wıth ACCOUNT of lıyıng Aramaıc
dıalects. Interest in scholarly circles 1n the cıited book Wrn enhanced by the
publication of book of sımılar character 1ın (German 1n the (Ih
Nöldeke’s Grammatiık der neusyrıschen Sprache), wıth study of thıs Lype
havıng COM Out SInCe then. In 1964 Tseretelı's The Modern ÄAssyrıan Langnage
W issued ın Moscow, tollowing 1n subsequent by the publication of 1ts
Englısh, (German an Italıan translations.

It 15 generally recognızed that Tsereteli’s works 1n Aramaıc dialectology
a1d the ftoundatıon tor extensive research into problems 1ın thıs tield of scho-
larshıp, serving A4AS impulse 1ın world Orıental Studies. He 15 Justly consıdered
the tather of Aramaıc dialectology, AS attested by the reviews aAM
FrONOUNCEMENELIS hıs studies an their author. (Ine (2A714 hardly find work
1n thıs tield iın which Tseretelıi’s studıies A NOL referred

Following the lıyıng Aramaıc dialects, Tseretel; took the study of classıcal
Syriac. Hıs work The 5SyrLAC Langnage, issued 1n 1971 1n MOoscow, ranks

Tsereteli’s iımportant studies. Notably enough, hıtherto work of this
kınd had NOTLT been published 1n Georg1ian (1 1n Russıan. The 5SyrıaC Langunage
has turned 1Into handbook tor Semuitists.

Tsereteli’s monograph The Aramaıc angzuage (Tbilisı, 1982 deals wıth hıs
hıistorical STAaININAT of Aramaıc. Based the latest achievements 1n Aramaıc
Studies, the author description of the STITUCGCLLUTE of Aramaıc ()VeTr the
Past three thousand V  3 beginning wiıth the ancıent ep1graphic INSCrY1pt10NS

the present-day lıving dialects. Such generalized description of the STa INA-
tical STITLIGLEUTE of Aramaıc, coverıng the entire recorded history of thıs language,
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15 tirst attempt 1n Semit1ic Studies. The work W 4S publıshed in Georglian 2N!
Russıan 1n Tbilisı, whiıle Its Italian translatıon GAIMNE OUut 1n Turın (Italy), under
the title (syrammMaltıca generale delParamaico.

Hebrew-Aramaic epıgraphy has een the maın object of Tsereteli’s research
NT: the Dast z decades. The sıgnıfıcance of thıs field tor the history of
Georgıian culture 15 invaluable. Sutfice 1It recall that the discovery of the
Armazıan epıgraphic INSCrY1pt10NS 1in the late proved maJor vaın of
Georgian archeology, layıng the toundatıon tor research Into Georgla’s Aramaıc
epigraphic onumen Tseretel;i devoted quıte few studies the Aramaıc
INSCY1Pt1ONS discovered in Georgıa. Among these the Uplistsikhe INSCr1pt10Ns
meriı1ts specıal attention, tor 1t 15 the oldest epigraphic discovered

the terrıtory of Georgl1a, dating trom the 3rd (or 2 nd) GEHE In 1997
Tsereteli’s highly noteworthy study, Notes the Aramaıc Text of the Bılıngnal
Inscription from Armazı, CC OUut 1n Georgıian al 1n Russıan. After the
publication of cad Tsereteli’s classıc devoted the Armazıan bı-
lıngual inscr1ıption 1n 1941, Tseretel;i agaın addressed thıs Aramaıc inscr1ıption

iımportant tor the study of the cultural A hıstorical s1ıtuation 1n PE
Christian Georgıa. Along wıth Aramaic-language inscr1ıptions one in Aramaıc
scr1pt, Aramaıc-language iNnscr1ptions one 1n Hebrew scr1ıpt also 1n
Georgıa. These A amulet arı epıtaphs trom Mtskheta. As result of
deciphering an studyıng them, the scholar determined the ex1istence of the
LEL SUT8 designating “ Geoörgiaän: (hitherto Turkish an Russıan WerTI C

known). Today thıs LeTIN has been restored the basıs of 5“ _century
epıtaph, an 1t 15 oradually gyaınıng hold 1n the speech of Jews.

Tseretel; dıd successtul research into Hebraistics 4S ell Hıs studies deal]
wıth Georgian-Hebrew linguistic CORLTLAGE ention should be made of hıs
unıversıty handbook of Bıblical Hebrew, comprisıng the STamMMar of thıs
language, bıblical aAM vocabulary of the (T’bilısı,

Georgian-Orıiental lınguistic A cultur-historical GLE devoted
sıgnıficant place 1ın Tsereteli’s scholarly work Many studıes W.GEG published 1n
Georgıian aM foreign Journals AF collected papers.' In 2003 the scholar pub-
lished highly interesting study, Ethnic Terms Denoting the Semuitıic Peoples
ın the Georgıian Language, O1ving the AT an tiıme of distribution of these
FMS; the paths of their into Georgıian and, trequently, theır etymology.
To thıs end, along wıth Georgıian wrıtten SOUFrCES, the author discussed the
Hebrew, Greek,; Armenınuan 2AN! Syriac of the Bıble

The results of Tseretelı’s scholarly research Ad1iIC wıdely sed 1ın the specıalıst
U.a 1ın Band S ( (199%6) des Orıens Christianus: » Die Assyrer 1n der Korrespondenz des
Könı1gs Iraklı I1 VO Georgien« S 167-176), terner eine Besprechung (D 268-270). (Anm des
Herausgebers K
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lıterature. Hıs scholarly production 15 oıven place of honour in bibliographic
references arl PapcrIs The Ianı y reviews ın the scholarly Q1ving hıgh
ASSESSMENT Tseretelı’s works ALLEST the consıderable interest the evoke.

Tsereteli’s educatıional actıvıty 15 worth noting specıally. At Varıo0us times
he delivered propaedeutic COUTSES 1n Arabic, Hebrew, Aramaıc and Introduction

the study of the Semıitıc languages (at Tbilıisı Ötate Universıity, Tbilisı Ped-
agogical Universıity and Tbilıisı Institute of Asıa and Afrıca). He W educator
of whole gyenerations. He had seit INalı y Semuitısts the path of scholarly
actıvıty, including foreigners whose post-graduate CC SE he directed.

cad T seretel; W 4S member of quıte few foreign scholarly socıletles. He
W as Member of Deutsche Morgenländische Gesellschaft (19/715; Germany’s
International Socıiety of the asft (1971) International Assocı1atıon for the
Study of the Civilizations of the Mediterranean Basın T Honorary
Member of the Amerıcan Orijental Socıety The scholar W as frequently
invıted toreign unıversıties aM scholarly GEeNIeTrs deliver lectures an
present PapcIs (Germany, France, Brıtain, Hungary, Italy, Finland, Poland,
Russıa, Iraq), 4S ell 4S take Part 1ın iınternatıional sc1entitic CONSICSSCS A1
conterences.

In 1993 collection of PapeCcIs (“Semuitica Serta Philologica”) dedicated
Tseretel:i Cahnıe OUuUt in Trın under Itfs Latın AT tind the Georgıian 1N-
scr1ıption “Semitıc Researches iın Honour of Konstantın Tsereteli” Tsereteli'’s
pupils, rıiends an colleagues trom Manı y countrıes AIC contriıbutors the
collection (Georgıa, Russıa, Germany, Poland, France, Italy, US5A, Finland).
An extensive artıicle Tsereteli’s work anı bibliography of hıs studies
ATIC be found iın the volume.

cad Konstantın Tseretel; has made contribution the Semuitıc
Studies worldwide. He passed AaWAaY February Z 27004 Hıs death sadly
chort everal untinished maJor projJects which he had een working tor

Thomas Gamkrelidze an Guram Chıkovanı

Der emeriıtıierte Protessor für Altes Testament, Hebräisch und Syrisch der
Uniiversıität Nıymegen Johannes Petrus Marıa Vall der Ploeg starb

August 27004 Er W al Julı 1909 1in Nıjmegen geboren, [Taf 1926 1ın den
Dominıkanerorden eın un wurde 19372 ZU Priester veweıht. Nach Studien
ın Zwolle, Le Saulchoir un Angelicum 1n Rom promovıerte 1934 ZU

Dr theol un 1946 z IIr Scripturae. Von 934 bıs 1951 dozierte
Altes Testament un Hebräisch innerhalb se1ines Ordenss, se1lt 1951 lehrte


